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May is about here and schools
are wrapping up for summer,
graduations are scheduled,
mothers will be honored, we will celebrate
Memorial Day honoring those who died in
service of our country; and it will be my last
full month as senior pastor of this church. I
have loved this church first as student minister
under pastor Dave Grubbs, then later as lead
pastor for nearly 34 years. Jo Ann and I will
continue to love you.
My last sermon as senior pastor will be
on June 3 and the last week will conclude on
Saturday, June 9 with the Retirement Reception from 2-4 pm. Our home and family are
here as are so many friends like you. Our role
will change. I will continue to preach as called
upon in the area but not as lead pastor.
We will continue to live here but will
honor my successor and their family so they
become the pastor leading into the future. We
will pray for and support them. When they
are chosen, love and support them as you
have us. They will respond in kind. They will
be your new pastor and I will be pleased to
defer to them.
As I wrap up doing what has delighted
my heart for most of my life, I want to savor
the relationships we have had and look forward to whatever God is calling us to in the
next chapter of life. We will be praying for
you and would be pleased if you would do
that for us.
Pastor Ron
FINANCIAL STATUS OF THE
CHURCH
Budget through April 9, 2018:
$57,276.25
Receipts through April 9, 2018: $57,872.59
Our financial status will be reported once a
month in the bulletin the Sunday after the
Board of Elders meeting and in the newsletter
that issues at the first of each month.

Board of Elders News
"Spring is here and
the weather continues to
surprise us. In April, we saw temperatures in the 80's and then a few days later
snow and frost. I guess the old saying of
“don't put away your winter clothes until
after Mother's Day” is true after all. As
everyone is already aware, a lot is going
on in our church this year. It is, and will
continue to be a year filled with change.
The BOE wanted to make you
aware of a couple of items that are going
on within our church that you may not
realize:
One, the BOE has been meeting
with Dobyns-Bennett Band officials to
assess the damage done to the floor
in our Family Life Center when the
DBHS flag corps used our Family Life
Center for practice. We will continue to
meet with DBHS officials to make sure
the damaged floor is properly repaired or
replaced.
Secondly, the last several years, we
have had tree professionals monitor the
condition of the large oak tree in the
church's courtyard. This past winter we
noticed significant deterioration in the
tree. With advice from these professionals, the Board has decided to have this
tree removed to prevent possible
injury. We have found a professional tree
company to do this. Based on their
schedule, we feel that within the next
several weeks they will be able to remove
the tree.
The Board will keep you updated.
Enjoy the better weather we should be
seeing in May!!
Martin Carrico, Chairman

WOW! I can’t believe it’s been 3 months since I have been able to share with you in this
newsletter. but God has done a miracle in this body of mine. Most of you know I drove
myself (because Jenny was out of town) to the hospital on February 24 and entered the
ER thinking I was going to get a shot to help me with my shortness of breath and then go
home to do what I wanted to get done for that day. Only to discover I would have to be admitted to the hospital with
several large blood clots in both lungs and a secondary diagnosis of pneumonia. After 5 days in the hospital, I was released to go home and take 5 weeks of almost complete bed rest. Wow, was that ever different for me! Not able to do
what I truly love and enjoy: leading music (rehearsals/worship services), singing, or even playing my instruments. Well,
last Sunday (April 22), I was able to return to most of my normal duties and responsibilities and share with the church a
personal “thank you” from Jenny and me for all the outpouring of love and prayers during this medical and physical
emergency in my life. If you were not able to be here for that, please be assured you are appreciated and loved by
Jenny and me. God bless you ALL!
Now to my normal article: LIBERTY CELEBRATION 2018 is in full swing as the kickoff breakfast and
rehearsal was held on April 21. NOW, every Saturday (9 am – 11 am) and Monday (7 pm – 9 pm), except Memorial
Day weekend (May 26 & 28), the adult choir is rehearsing in our sanctuary. The children’s choir will begin rehearsing
on Saturday, May 5. Due to my medical experience and physical condition, I am not able to participate in these
rehearsals at this time. Although, I had already shared with the planning committee that I would not be able to participate in the shows this year anyway. But I do encourage ALL our singers that are able to participate to do so! Thanks.
For our own music ministry needs, I would love to see the choir loft filled to overflowing! I encourage and ask
anyone interested in singing in the choir to see me personally or just join us on Wednesdays at 7 o’clock in the sanctuary for rehearsal. Also, we need more accompanists, band members, and technicians (training is available) involved so
no one person would have to be over-worked in any ministry. God bless you all!
His Singing Servant,
Mark

VISION TEAM UPDATE
Our goal and vision is to become a “close-knit, friendly, family oriented, multigenerational church” within 3 years. To accomplish this, we’ve asked for some suggested projects to move forward in making this a reality. We’ve been able to consolidate these tasks into
4 general project “teams.” These teams work within the vision and report to the Board of Elders for approval of implementation and financial resources.
The Vision is a continual work in progress and we are always looking for participation from anyone and everyone. Our meetings are open to anyone who would like to attend or participate. We value your feedback,
thoughts, and needs. To be multi-generational we understand that each of us perceive ministry differently…and that’s
ok! At times each of us will see the world differently but want to offer spiritual growth and community with everyone.
So what does this mean for you?
 You’re invited to any of our meetings. If you attend our church, you are already part of the team!
 Everyone is welcome to volunteer on any project or project team which is announced. They will be announced in our printed newsletter, bulletin, and by email along with meeting times and ways to share your concerns or thoughts. Transparency and inclusion is our
goal.
 No current ministries or small groups will be cut. We are simply advocating for additional ministries for young families and older
members alike.
 Commit as much or as little as your time, finances, or health allows. We’re all at different stages of life and have different responsibilities. You may feel a calling to lead a special project or you may be able to donate an hour of your time. Both are equally important.
I look forward to continue growing with each of you and I look forward to what God has in store for Kingsport
Community Church!
Your Brother in Christ,
Michael Smith, Vision Team Leader
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Dear friend or parishioner of Pastor Ron Lowe:
Pastor Lowe is retiring the first week in June and
Kingsport Community Church is inviting all who can to
join us for a retirement reception in honor of the Lowes
in our Family Life Center gym. Pastor Lowe began his
ministry in 1971 in Vero Beach, Florida and from there to
Huber Heights, Ohio, near Dayton, where he served
before returning to Kingsport, TN. He has fond memories of all the wonderful people and churches he has
served for those 47 years of full time ministry.
We are contacting you to invite you, and others you
may know who might be interested, to join us for the
reception on Saturday, June 9 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. An
array of appetizers and refreshments will be served.
The Lowes would love to see you. We also would
like to encourage you to write a letter of appreciation,
gratitude and memories of them to be include in a
“Ministry Memories” notebook. If you cannot be present
for the reception, please send the letter for us to print for
you to include in the book. Please remember to include
your name, address, and email and phone number for the
Lowes to place in their contacts.
This is a special time for our pastor who has spent
most of his life serving the Lord as pastor, counselor and
teacher. We hope you can honor him with your presence
and memories.
Send your letter of appreciation and memories by
May 15 to Juanita, at the church address on this newsletter or by email to Juanita@kingsportchurch.org.
If you plan to join us, please RSVP as well.
It’s almost summer and I know everyone is excited for the school year to be
winding down. Don’t forget to keep
working on the Books of the Bible to earn
a trophy and Bible Buck bonus. Our
memory verse for May is Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
We’ve got a special treat for you – Ms. Debbie and
Ms. Glenna will be covering Children’s Church April 29
and May 6. I know they have some fun lessons planned
so be sure to be here and check it out. I’ll be back to celebrate Mother’s Day with you on Sunday, May 13.
See you soon!
Teresa
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What's going on?
First, we're announcing the annual
Johns Island mission trip is taking
a new spin this year. Instead of
traveling to the sea islands, we'll be
staying at KCC for the week and serving people
throughout our local community and the TriCities! We're calling it "Community Mission Week" and
our aim is to bring the taste of Johns Island to our
church and encourage a jump start in mission and outreach projects to our friends and neighbors. We'll treat
the week just like Johns Island with projects, fun and
games, food, sleeping overnight, surprises, foot washing, communion, and more! This experience has the
opportunity to change your life and those we meet
along the way. We'll do things you maybe have never
done and would have never thought existed in Kingsport! Details will come later this month. Please reserve
a spot by the end of the month so we can anticipate
the size of group we'll have and the food that will be
needed.
In the meantime, we'll have a "Mystery Trip" on
Sunday, May 20. We'll have a quick pizza lunch right
after church then go out on our trip. You'll need to
bring a basketball and shovel.....just kidding! All you
need to know is to bring comfortable clothing as we'll
be outside with some cover. Bring $20-30 for food and
the activity. We'll be back around 7-8pm that evening.
Finally, to help continue funding "Community
Mission Week" and to jump start the Johns Island
Mission Fund for next year, please continue to encourage your family and friends to wash their car at a 3
Minute Ultimate Shine Car Wash through June 30. Get
your car washed at any location and use the code
"2212" for us to receive 30%! We did well with this last
year and are hoping to double our proceeds.
Congrats to Kristen Anderson! She'll be graduating from ETSU on May 5. Please send her a note of
congrats! We love you Kristen and we thank God for
your blessings and future!
Peace,
Michael
“SISTERS OF THE HEART”
The “Sisters of the Heart,” ladies’ group
will meet at 11:30 for lunch on Tuesday, May 8 at
Mama’s House on John B. Dennis Hwy. in Kingsport.
All women in the church are invited to attend.
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall, or call the church office to sign up.
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Check out our website & Facebook!

www.kingsportchurch.org
www.facebook.com/kportchurch
Weekly Schedule:
Sunday School
9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service
10:45 am
Sunday Evening Service
6:00 pm
Oasis Bible Study
Wednesdays
11:30 am
Young Adult/College Small
Group: Thursdays at home of
Michael & Chelsey Smith 7:00 pm

Our Vision is “To Know Christ & To Make Him Known."

LADIES’ EVENING
FELLOWSHIP GROUP
The ladies’ dinner group will meet on
Tuesday, May 15 at 6:30 pm, at Pratt’s
BBQ, 1225 E. Stone Dr., Kingsport.
If you would like to attend, please call the church office,
or text Debbie Aldeen (423-956-1310). A sign-up sheet
is on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. All
women in the church are invited to attend this gettogether.

Adult Fellowship Trip
Friday, May 18, 2018
We will enjoy lunch at The Farmer’s Daughter
Restaurant in Chuckey TN.
Cost of meal is $16 + tip ( Tax is included).
The bus will leave at 10 am.
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall, or call the church office to sign up.
(423-246-2212)
Larry & Doris Gaw
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Tuesday, May 8
11:30 am - Ladies luncheon at Mama’s House
Sunday, May 13
Mother’s Day
Monday, May14
7:00 pm - Board of Elders meeting
Tuesday, May 15
6:30 pm - Ladies dinner get-together at the
Pratt’s BBQ, Kingsport
Friday, May 18
10:00 am - Adult Fellowship trip to
The Farmer’s Daughter
Sunday, May 20
12:00 pm - Students leave for “Mystery Trip”
Monday, May 28
Memorial Day
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