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With the Board of Elders’ approval, I 

have asked Michael Smith to lead us in revisit-
ing and formulating up-to-date vision, purpose 
and mission statements for our church.  Mike 
is good at these sorts of things and is in line 
with his spiritual gifts and strengths.  My pur-
pose in asking Mike to lead this is to get your 
dreams and desires for the church for the   
future rather than having me or other staff to 
formulate them and give them to you.  For all 
of us to OWN a vision and dream we have    
to listen to God and come together putting 
those dreams and visions into words.  Then, 
we need to plan and strategize on how to bring 
them to fruition.    

In the last several weeks I have been ask-
ing you to pray for our church asking God for 
direction, dreams, visions and His will for our 
future.  I believe that He has wonderful plans 
for our future if we are obedient and faithful to 
Him.  Join me in asking for God to reveal that 
to you and us.  Ask Him to speak to you about 
those issues that you will share with us.   

In the days ahead Mike will be sharing 
how the DREAMING will bring us together as 
children listening to our Father about His will.  
Please commit to praying and sharing what 
God is saying to your heart.   

Here are a few texts we may need to hide 
in our hearts as we go through this process:  

Matthew 28:18-19 (NIV) Then Jesus 
came to them and said, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.  Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
Spirit,…” 
Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV) Jesus replied: 
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.'  This is the first and greatest 
commandment.  And the second is like it: 
'Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
Acts 2:41-47 (NIV) Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their  

 

 
 
number that day.  They devoted them-
selves to the apostles' teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, 
and many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles. All the believ-
ers were together and had everything in 
common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had 
need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. 

Listen, dream and share, 
Ron Lowe, Pastor 

 
 

 
 

KINGSPORT COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Join us on Wednesday, March 1, in the 

Oasis Café (Fellowship Hall), when      

BJ Baker will bring us a presentation 

featuring the places they visited on their 

road trip out west in 2016.  Bring your 

lunch at 11:30 am and join us for fellow-

ship. The presentation will be from 12-1. 
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Praise Team ministry is off to a good start musi-
cally, although the music service did run too long.  I will 
definitely see that doesn’t happen again.  Thanks for     
all the hard work the musicians and singers put into the 
rehearsals. Prayers were answered for more musicians for 
the band. Rehearsals continue on the first and third Mon-
day evenings at 7:30 in the sanctuary.  See me if you are 
interested in joining this ministry and Team. 

The 5th Sunday Night SING at First Church of 
God in Johnson City turned out better than expected 
since wintry weather was threatening a lot of snow.  The 
church was almost packed.  The service was a blessing to 
many (congregational singing, different pastors leading  
in prayers & other comments, the different specials by 
individuals and groups). The food and fellowship was 
tremendous. The presence of the Lord was so precious 
and refreshing.  The next one is scheduled for April 30th 
at 6 o’clock at a location to be determined. Mark your 
calendar and plan on attending and participating. 

Easter is April 16th so rehearsals for an Easter 
musical will begin in a couple of weeks. 

His Singing Servant, 
Mark 

 
 

 
 

 

State Youth Convention DEADLINE February 6): 
All 6th-12th graders who want to attend SYC 2017, let me 
know by February 6 so we can reserve your spot.  It will 
take place at the Park Vista in Gatlinburg from March 24-
26.  Cost is $110. T-shirts are available for $10 each. This 
year's speaker is Michael Thigpen from Anderson Univer-
sity with worship led by both Calling Glory (soncured.com) 
and Jonathan Lee Worship.  More details will be given at 
signup. 
 

Youth Small Group (Sunday evenings starting Feb-
ruary 12): We're excited to announce the restart of our 
Youth Small Group for all youth 6th-12th grade on Sunday 
evenings from 6-7pm at KCC.  The format will be similar 
to our College Small Group with food, fellowship, and a 
short Bible study led by Chelsey. 
 

College/Young Adult Small Group (Thursday         
evenings): 18-30 and looking for a casual, relaxed Bible 
study?  Join us at the Smith House every Thursday evening 
at 7pm for fellowship, food, and Bible study.  We're      
currently studying Francis Chan's book, “Forgotten 
God.”  It's a spirit- and life-changing book designed to 
open up thoughts about the Holy Spirit and today's church. 
You don't want to miss out! 
 

Johns Island 2017 (June 10-17):  We'll be continuing our 
annual tradition of our Johns Island Mission trip this sum-
mer. Students from 7th grade through college are invited as 
well as any adults who would like to participate.  This year's 
trip will be a little different as Rural Mission will be closed 
due to minor damage sustained by Hurricane Matthew last 
fall.  We'll still be staying at Wesley Memorial UMC in  
Hollywood. Dates are June 10 - June 17.  More details to 
be released soon. 
 

Car Wash Fundraiser (2/1/17 - 6/1/17):  Starting on    
February 1, you'll be able to contribute to our Johns Island 
Mission Trip by simply washing your car at Ultimate Shine 
3-Minute Car Wash locations using pin code 2212. This 
doesn't cost you a thing but, at the end of the period, we'll 
receive 30% of all proceeds! For locations & pricing check 
out http://www.ultimateshinecarwash.com  

Michael Smith 
Coming Soon to Kingsport Community Church! 

CAMP OUT:  "GETTING S'MORE of JESUS" 

Vacation Bible School 

May 19-21, 2017 
 

Volunteers are needed.  If you have any camping supplies 

we could borrow for props, please let Teresa Anderson 

or Debbie Aldeen know.  You can also contact them for 

more information. 

E. TN Church of God Winter 

Camp Meeting in Greeneville 

March 5-8, 2017 

GIVING CREDIT WHERE  
CREDIT IS DUE? 

 

Running late for a meeting, a man circled the 
block, looking for a place to park.  Desper- 

ately, he raised his eyes toward heaven and prayed, “Lord, 
if you’ll find me a parking spot, I promise I’ll start going 
to church again.” 

Just then, a car pulled out of a space right in front of 
the man. “Never mind,” he said to God. “I found one!” 

http://www.ultimateshinecarwash.com
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LIBRARY NEWS 

 

Check out our church library, located in the alcove near the 
church office.  Please return any Christmas books that you 
borrowed.  We will feature biographies in February and 
March. 

Mills & Nancy 

 
 
 
 
A snowball fight inside?  Seals in the gym?  That’s 

exactly what happened at church Saturday, January 28. 
Thank you to everyone who came out for our Mid-Winter 
Picnic.  A great time was had by all.  In fact, I’m not sure 
who enjoyed it more…the kids or the adults.   

January was packed full of fun and excitement!  I am 
so proud of the kids for learning their Bible verses so they 
can hide His Word in their hearts.  I have shared our 
memory verses for the next month so they can work on 
them at home.   

Memory Verses: 
1/29       Romans 8:28 
2/5         Matthew 5:6 
2/12       Isaiah 53:6 
2/19       Matthew 7:7 
2/26       Ephesians 5:18 

Our Bible bucks trial is going great.  We had our first 
“shopping” experience on January 29.  I will continue to 
add items before our next shopping day on February 29.  
Remember: kids can earn Bible bucks by attending       
services and learning their memory verses as well as class 
participation and behavior.  Special bonuses are available 
for kids who memorize the books of the Bible and The 
Lord’s Prayer. Congratulations to Gabby for earning the 
most Bible bucks in January, and also to Alexis for a 
strong second-place finish. 

We have a another busy month coming up in Febru-
ary.  We will have a super bowl themed lesson on Sunday, 
February 5, then celebrate Valentine’s Day on February 12 
with other great stories of God’s love through the rest of 
the month.  Keep working on those memory verses!   

See you Sunday! 
Teresa 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP TRIP 

Green Tomato Restaurant   

Mooresburg, TN 

Thursday, February 16 
 

The bus will leave the church at 10:30 am.   

Everyone will order from the menu and pay for their own 
meal. Money will be taken up on the bus for gas.  
 

A signup sheet is on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall.  

 
“DREAM BIG” 

 

The term "vision" in churches has a 
lot of preconceived and usually neg-
ative notions.  Many visualize the 
old days of the "corporate" vision 

statement while others remember churches where the  
vision was driven by a  single person.  The first fails to 
inspire action and the latter creates a vision that lives or 
dies on that one  person.     

We will be focusing on God's vision (God's dream) 
for our church.  Dreaming should be fun, exciting, and 
inspiring, not a process where we hammer out a vision 
statement on what "sounds good."  We need to ask the 
Holy Spirit to fill us with dreams beyond our imagina-
tion.  Dreams to further God's kingdom. 

God has a plan for our church.  "God can do any-
thing, you know—far more than you could ever imag-
ine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He 
does it not by pushing us around but by working 
within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within 
us." (Eph 3:20-21 MSG) 

We've assembled a diverse team to begin the brain-
storming process.  Our purpose is not to dictate a vision 
to you.  Instead, our goal is to simply brainstorm and   
create a framework where the entire church body has the 
opportunity to share their dreams.  No matter how small 
or large the dream is, God has a purpose for it.  Over the 
next few months, we'll be meeting, praying, and brain-
storming through this process.  We'll send out monthly 
updates on our progress and many of you will be asked 
individually to meet with members to share your 
dream.  We hope you'll take this opportunity to share your 
“God dream.”  At the end of the process, we will have a 
church-wide meal with fellowship and open discussion on 
the framework discussed.  After discussion, we'll bring it 
to the Board of Elders for final approval. 

Finally, I ask for you to pray that God will show us 
these dreams and guide us to his vision. 

Michael Smith 
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Weekly Schedule: 
Sunday School               9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service   10:45 am 
Sunday Evening Service        6:00 pm 
Celebrate Recovery meetings   
      Tuesdays       6:00 pm  
Oasis Bible Study 
      Wednesdays   11:30 am 
 

Check out our website!  

www.kingsportchurch.org 

 
 

PERIODICALS 
 

 
 

Our Vision is “To Know Christ & To Make Him Known."  

Monday, February 6 
Deadline for signing up for  

State Youth Convention 
 

Monday, February 13 
7:00 pm - Board of Elders meeting 

 

Thursday, February 16 
10:30 am - Adult Fellowship trip to Green  

Tomato Restaurant in Mooresburg, TN 
 

Monday, February 27 
7:00 pm - “Dream Team” meeting 
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Student Ministries will be continuing their annual  
tradition of the Johns Island Mission trip this summer.  
Students from 7th grade through college are invited as well 
as any adults who would like to participate.  

Please let Michael or Chelsey Smith know if you 
would like to attend this year.  

Students will be having fundraisers throughout the 
year to fund their mission trip.  Please support them as you 
are able. 

STATE YOUTH CONVENTION 

MARCH 24-26, 2017 

PARK VISTA HOTEL,  

GATLINBURG, TN 
 

(See Student Ministries Article on page 2.) 


