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2017 is just beginning. Throw out the old calendar and bring in the new. It’s a new,
clean slate. We all know about NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS, those things we want to
do differently and better. If we accomplish them, we will feel better and others will see
positive differences.
Let me share with you something that several of us have benefited from in our CELEBRATE RECOVERY MINISTRY.
It comes from the 12 STEPS. All the steps are good. Here is how they might be used
to target growth in our walk as Believers in Jesus who is ALWAYS MAKING US NEW!
1. Admit we are powerless over…
The truth is we are powerless to a great extent in some parts of our natural life.
We naturally become blind to things that need to change in our lives, so, we don’t
even think in terms of changing.
2. We came to believe a power greater than ourselves could restore us…
Then, we look up and say, “God, I cannot do this alone, I must have your help.”
3. We decide to turn over our wills and lives to Him…
“God, I need you; now I surrender to your better plan for my improvement,
helping me to target where I need to improve and helping me to do so.”
4. We make a fearless moral inventory our ourselves…
Here is it is God, those shortcomings, chronic failures that embarrass me and hurt
others. I am going to need you.
5. We admit them to God and other responsible people…
Those who can help hold me accountable.
6. We become entirely ready to let God remove these character defects…
Yes, here I am as a Christian admitting I have CHARACTER FLAWS, a deeper
admission than just saying shortcomings.
7. Humbly ask Him to remove them…
8. Make a list of all persons I have hurt as I become willing to make amends…
God knows that IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO TELL HIM our wrongs. Somewhere
in the background are hurting people who need to hear it from us.
9. Made direct amends to such people whenever possible, except when to do so would injure them or
others…
We go to them and let them know, not that IF I HURT YOU, but WHEN I
HURT YOU. In doing so we might even expect them to need to pour out the
hurt as they expand on their experience of that damage. Be patient and apologize
again.
10. Continue to take personal inventory … now as a way of life and keep current on making
the amends trying not to let the “sun go down” on them.
11. Keep praying to improve and stay in constant contact with God … seeking to know Him and
His will for my life fully.
12. Share the benefits of this message of growth and improvement as a way of life with others and
practice these growth principles for the rest of my years.
Love you.
Pastor Ron

Happy New Year – 2017! Beginning this year,
we will be experiencing a new style of worship once
a month with a Praise Team leading worship on that
designated Sunday giving the choir a break and
encouraging all of us to invite our younger friends
and family members (especially with children and
teenagers) to come worship with us. The first one
will be January 22nd – contemporary music (some
old and some new). Praise Team Ministry
rehearses on the first and third Monday nights of
the month at 7:30 in the sanctuary. We are in need
of more musicians. See me if interested.
The Christmas musical was great! Thanks to
all who participated. If you would like an audio CD
of it, let Robert Rothman or Michael Smith know
and they will run off a copy for you.
Since January has 5 Sundays, we will again be
having our 5th Sunday Night SINGS with other
Church of God congregations in our region. This
is a great time for sister congregations to come
together to worship the Lord in music and the
Scriptures. The date is January 29th at 6 o’clock;
the location will be announced later.
His Singing Servant,
Mark

Cost of roof repairs and associated work, new FLC hot
water heater, and kitchen duct work:
$36,030.00
2015 Building Contingency Designated Fund: $8,802.51
2016 Designated contributions :
(through 12/25/16):
$19,153.00
Total Gifts
$27,955.51
$8,074.49

Please continue to pray for our church and, as you are
able, please continue to support these financial needs.
Thanks,
Board of Elders
Page 2

Johns Island Mission Trip 2017: We'll also be continuing
our annual tradition of our Johns Island Mission trip this
summer. Students from 7th grade through college are
invited as well as any adults who would like to participate. This year's trip will be a little different as Rural
Mission will be closed due to minor damage sustained
by Hurricane Matthew this fall. We'll still be staying at
Wesley Memorial UMC in Hollywood. Dates are June 10 June 17. More details to be released soon.
Soup & Salad Luncheon Fundraiser: Come out on
Sunday, January 22 and support our students as we raise
funds to help those of the sea islands of South Carolina this
year. While there was minimal damage from Hurricane
Matthew, there is still much work to be done to fix homes
and cleanup. Cost is by donation. We're asking every
student and adult who want to attend the trip to take part
in donating soup, setting up, and serving. In order to
attend this year's trip, each participant must complete at
least ONE fundraiser. Also, the more fundraisers you
work, the cheaper your cost and the more funds we have to
serve our friends in Charleston.
College Small Group: After our New Year’s Retreat to
Nashville, we'll resume normal Thursday night meetings on
Thursday, January 12 at 7pm, as usual, at the Smith
House.

Update on Contributions
for Roof Repairs:

Remaining Balance:

State Youth Convention 2017: After the wildfires in
Gatlinburg, we're happy to announce that SYC will still be
held at the Park Vista Resort and SYC is still a go. This
year, the event will take place March 24 - 26. More details
to come soon. Please let one of the student ministry staff
know if you intend to go.

Youth Small Group: We're working to re-start our weekly
youth (6th-12th grade) group meetings for the year. Please
pray for guidance as we plan out the year and reach out
to grow this group. Our aim is to re-launch and start

meeting on Sunday evenings starting in early February
from 6-7 pm at KCC. We're very excited about this development! More details to come soon.

Michael

Kingsport Community Church Volleyball
league will begin Thursday, January 5, in
the Family Life Center and will play each
Thursday through the winter months.
If you are interested in being on a team, call Sandra
Byington at 247-6434.
GOOD NEWS

2017 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

As we wrap up another year, I’d like to take a moment
to say THANK YOU to everyone who helped our
children’s ministry this year. Every contribution is
important - whether you brought a child to church, taught
a class, volunteered for VBS, helped with the Pumpkin
Patch Party, donated baked goods or other items to the
program, built a gingerbread house, or simply prayed for
our children or team, you had an impact. We are looking
forward to a bigger and brighter 2017.
We’ll start the new year off right with Sunday School
and Children’s Church on Sunday, January 1. Come join
us as we continue our walk through the Bible and our
focus on memory verses. We’re also going to start a new
rewards program. The program will work like the contests
we’ve had in the past, but, instead of points, kids earn
Bible bucks for attending services, learning memory verses,
class participation and good behavior. Periodically we’ll
have a Bible buck day where kids can cash in their Bible
bucks for prizes at the “store.”
The Children’s Ministry Team is hosting a MidWinter Picnic at 5:30pm on Saturday, January 28. This is
a family event where we will enjoy a picnic in the gym
followed by some fun games for kids and adults. More
details on the picnic will be shared during the month of
January.
This month has 5 Sundays so it’s time for another
Super Sunday Funday! What is Super Sunday Funday? Be
here for Sunday School and Children’s Church on January
29 to find out.
See you Sunday!
Teresa

The Annual Business Meeting of Kingsport Community Church will take place in
late January or early February. You must be
registered in order to vote at the Annual Business Meeting.
Registration forms will be in Sunday bulletins and on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary. Membership qualifications are listed in the registration form brochure. Copies
of the by-laws are available to members in the church
office.
Budget discussions, and questions/answers, will take
place during two meetings prior to the annual meeting:
one on a Sunday evening and the other at Oasis Café Bible
study on a Wednesday.
Questions about your giving records may be
addressed personally to Debbie Aldeen. You may also
request tithing envelopes through Debbie Aldeen or the
church office.

Lessons from a Snowman

 It’s okay to wear white well after Labor Day.
 Simply hanging out in your front yard can be fun.
 Accessories don’t have to be fancy or expensive.
 We’re all made mostly of water.
 You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is written
about you.
 So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?
 Don’t get too much sun.

2017 Offering Envelopes
are located on a table in the narthex.
Our tellers faithfully work several hours every Monday
tabulating your contributions for our church accounting
system. It would really help them if you use your contribution envelope and complete the information on the
front including the amount of your regular contribution, the
name and amount of your designated contributions, and
your name. This will help assure that the information being
put into our church accounting system is accurate. If you
don’t find your envelopes, see Debbie Aldeen or Juanita
Starnes.
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 Sweating too much can be disastrous!

NURSERY & CHILDREN’S
CHURCH HELPERS

We currently have two different ministries that could use more volunteers: nursery and Children’s Church. Each ministry only takes an hour and a
half once a month on a Sunday morning. If you are
interested in either of these ministries, contact Debbie
Aldeen or Teresa Anderson.
Debbie Aldeen
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Check out our website!
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Weekly Schedule:
Sunday School
9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service
10:45 am
Sunday Evening Service
6:00 pm
Celebrate Recovery meetings
Tuesdays
6:00 pm
Oasis Bible Study
Wednesdays
11:30 am

Our Vision is “To Know Christ & To Make Him Known."

Coming Soon to Kingsport
Community Church!
Camp Out
"Getting s'more of Jesus"
Vacation Bible School
May 19-21, 2017

STUDENT FUNDRAISER
SOUP & SALAD LUNCHEON
Sunday, January 22, 2016
12 Noon
Kingsport Community Church
Family Life Center

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
There will be a New Year's Eve party
for the Adult Fellowship in the Oasis
Café on Saturday, December 31st
beginning at noon and going until
everyone is tired and wants to go home. We will start
eating at noon and snack the rest of the day. Bring
whatever you want to eat and enough to share. Plan
on good table games and wonderful conversation/fellowship.
Larry & Doris Gaw
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December 30 - Jan. 1
Young Adults New
Year’s Retreat
Saturday, December 31
12:00 pm (noon) - Adult
Fellowship New Year’s
Eve Party
Sunday, January 1
New Year’s Day
NO pm church services
Thursday, January 5
6:00 pm - Volleyball
League begins in Family
Life Center
Friday, January 6
Epiphany

Thursday, January 12
7:00 pm - College Small
Group at Smith house
Monday, January 16
7:00 pm - Board of
Elders Meeting
Sunday, January 22
12:00 pm - Soup & Salad
Luncheon Fundraiser
Saturday, January 28
5:30 pm - Children’s
Ministry Mid-Winter
Picnic
Sunday, January 29
6:00 pm - 5th Sunday
Night Sing
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