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Sonja’s husband had been missing for nearly two days by the time they found him.

Herold was dragged back into town between two of his fellow hunters, brave men who had never

given up searching. They had on a hunting trip, sleeping across the fire from him when their
friend had been snatched from his bed in the night by an unseen foe. Herold was by no means a
small man, and the two hulking men looked wrecked from the strain of carrying their injured
friend. Their faces were grim, set, but the blood on Herold’s clothes told the story they couldn’t.

Sonja ran from her house, hands still covered in flour, just in time to see them drag her husband
into the village healer’s house. At first, they tried to bar the door against her, but she forced her
way past and into the small room where Herold had been laid out on a rough oaken table, village
men clustered around and shaking their heads as the elderly physician examined him.

His furs and tunic were cut from his body with a sharp blade and the entire room gasped at the
sight of the mangled, bloody wound that marred his entire left shoulder and chest.

“He should be dead,” one of the men breathed and the others murmured their assent, shifting
uneasily.

“Unless it was not a natural wolf which bit him,” another muttered darkly. The air in the room
abruptly shifted, becoming tense and dangerous.

“Bite your tongue!”’ The elderly healer snapped as he looked up to see Sonja at the door to the
room. “Come here, my dear; perhaps your poor husband will wake if he feels the comfort of his
good lady nearby.”

“What about the bite?” The man who had spoken earlier was no so easily deterred.

“We will deal with that when- if- he wakes. Now get out, the lot of you, I have work to do.”

The men filed silently out of the room, trading dark looks between them and leaving the healer
and Sonja alone with their wounded fellow; her husband’s best friend squeezed her arm briefly as
he passed her, his face encouraging, though his eyes were troubled.

When the men were gone, the healer turned to her with a bowl of water and a cloth. “Wash the
blood from his body while I prepare a poultice to clean the wound.”

Silently, Sonja set about her task, only stopping once to lay a tender kiss upon her husband’s filthy
brow. His long raven hair, such a stark contrast to her own ice blonde locks, was snarled and
tangled about his tanned face, trailing down to matt in bloody clumps against the torn and filthy
flesh of his wound. He didn’t move in the time it took Sonja to bathe him, awkwardly lifting her
husband and cleaning the back of his mangled shoulder. By the time she was done, she was
sweating with despair and exhaustion. *

Herold disappeared during a hunting trip. When the search party finally found him
and brought him home, he had been mauled by a mysterious beast. His wounds
healed quickly- too quickly- and he knew that his attacker had been no natural beast.
Knowing that he, too, will changed with the full moon, Herold extracts a promise from
his wife that she will end him at the moment of his transformation. Heartsick, Sonja
agrees. She accompanies Herold into the woods far from the village, and together
they wait for the full moon.
But when the moon rises and Herold is transformed, Sonja can&#x2019;t bring
herself to kill him. And the beast must be appeased with blood&#x2026; or sex.
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