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My Life In The NAVY
I enlisted in the Navy three
months after graduating from high school. I was 17 and required my parents consent to enlist.
The enlistment would be for almost four years, and my discharge would be one day before age
21. I joined the navy to see the world and to serve my country in the navy rather than the army
when I would be drafted. Soon after passing the physical exam, I was driven by bus to boot camp
in Bainbridge, Maryland, for 16 weeks of training. For the first time in my life, I saw cows grazing
in the pasture. I had known only the sights of the lower east side of Manhattan. The rural scenery
made me feel I was beginning a new life blessed to view the beauty of God's creation. When we
arrived at boot camp, we were fed and our hair completely shaved. I looked in the mirror and I
saw an entirely different person, who was soon to experience a new life, which I embraced. Boot
camp instilled discipline and respect for others. When you are seventeen you think you know it all.
The friendships and comrade that developed made me realize people are different, but each has
something to contribute to this world of ours.
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