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His eyes were different. I couldn’t say why, but there was something new shining in them. Alex was
happier, more than ever. I knew our problems weren’t gone, but to have him beside me in the
hospital made me feel better. I was pretty sure it also helped me heal. He spent the weekend by
my side, telling me jokes and making me laugh―even though it hurt sometimes. I was still
recovering from the accident, but when he was there, I could forget all about it.
Alex lifted his fingers slowly and touched the scratches on my forehead. He ran his thumb over the
dried blood as I flinched.
“Sorry,” he said as he moved his hand down. “Does it still hurt a lot?”
“A bit.”
It had taken me a few days to understand all that had happened to my body. On top of the
hypothermia, I had a broken rib from the impact and a handful of cuts from the broken glass.
Breathing was difficult at the time, but with the painkillers they gave me, it was manageable. I
tried not to laugh too much, either, as that made the pain more intense. It was hard to do, though,
with Alex around. He wanted to make me smile, and I didn’t want to stop him.
Even with the pain in my chest, I was happier than I had been in months.
“I just called Debbie. She took Apollo and Jack out for a walk. Apparently, my son tried to ride your
dog.”
A smile appeared on my lips as I imagined the boy jumping on the back of my German Shepherd.
Apollo was a tamed dog, but I didn’t believe he liked that very much. I only hoped he didn’t hurt
Jack. Those two were the best friends in the world. I didn’t even know how they had gone three
months without seeing each other while Alex and I were on a break.
“Is he okay?” I asked.
“Oh, yeah,” Alex replied. “Apollo took him for a run.”
“What?” I let out a quick laugh that ended in a coughing fit. “How did that happen?” It was the last
thing I thought my dog would do.
“You’ll have to ask Debbie. I don’t have a clue.”
He grabbed my hand on the side of the bed. Gently, he pulled it toward him and gave it a quick
kiss. The contact of his lips on my skin made me shiver. I wasn’t used to him touching me anymore,
even though he’d spent the last two days with my hand in his. It was like he couldn’t let me
go―and I didn’t want him to. But it was definitely a surprise for me.

He kept my hand close to his lips, his head down. His nose was moving along it, tickling me. I
couldn’t help but smile until I noticed he was avoiding my eyes.
“Is everything okay?” I asked him.
He finally lifted his head up and I noticed the sad smile on his lips.
“I’m sorry I was so stupid.”
“Alex…”
“No, please. Listen. I didn’t know how to deal with all of this. I shouldn’t have hurt you like that. It
was so, so stupid.”
I put my hand on his cheek. The beard he’d grown over the last few days felt rough against my
skin. I didn’t want to see him like that. I was tired of people blaming themselves for things that
they didn’t have any control over. Alex had pushed me away, yes. But there was nothing else he
could have done. I could understand it all now.
And Sophie still thought it was her fault I’d ended up in the hospital. I had tried so many times to
tell her that it wasn’t, but she wouldn’t listen. Just like how Alex wasn’t listening right now.
I wanted to forget about all of this just as I wanted to forget about the accident. I knew his guilt
was real, but I wanted him to let it go and concentrate on the future. There was nothing we could
change, anyway.
“Stop,” I said. “I told you already, and I’m going to say it again. It’s okay, Alex. Let’s move on.”
It was like he hadn’t heard me.
“I’ll never do that again. It was so wrong to push you away like that. I hope you can forgive me one
day,” he kept pleading. “I just want to spend as much time with you as I can now, so I can make up
for all the time that we lost.”
“That’s not how it works,” I said with a smile on my lips. I knew what Alex meant, but he had to
realize that spending twenty-four-seven with me was just as bad as not spending any time
together.
“How is Jack?” I asked him.
“He’s okay. Debbie is babysitting him.”
“But…?” I knew he wasn’t telling me the whole truth.
He sighed. “But I should go back soon. Debbie can’t take care of him forever.”
“It’s fine, Alex. I have Sophie here, and in a few days, I should be out. Just go. You should spend
time with your son.”
His smile widened. “I will.”
“When?”

“I’ll leave before dark.”
“No, you’re leaving now. I’m a bit tired. I should take a nap, anyway. Don’t lose touch with him just
because you want to be with me. I’ll be more than fine.”
“God, I love you so much,” he whispered as he placed a kiss on my forehead. “I’ll make sure Sophie
is here when you wake up and I’ll call you later tonight.”
I smiled at him. “Go! Now!”
“All right, I’m leaving. I’ll see you later,” he said before closing the hospital room door behind him.
I sighed and closed my eyes. The room was so quiet suddenly, which was good. I liked Alex, but I
was still recovering and I needed some time to myself.
Everything had changed. I was willing to give him a second chance to make things right, but I was
the one needing time now. I couldn’t just go back to where we were. I was still damaged, even if
my heart was slowly healing. I needed more than two days to get over the fact that I had been
rejected so many times.
I couldn’t get his words out of my head: God, I love you so much. I wasn’t ready to say those words
back to him. I liked spending time with him and he made me feel good―most of the time,
anyway―but it was too hard at the moment.
First, I needed to figure out my feelings for him. It was so confusing. I had been so mad at him a
few days ago and it was hard to recover from that.
I heard someone come into the room, but I wasn’t strong enough to open my eyes anymore.
Fatigue took over and I became lost in my dreams.

I woke up an hour later. Sophie was in the chair next to me. She was too preoccupied with her cell
phone to even notice that I was awake. I smiled.
I decided to take a good look at her. She was so grown up already. I could remember when she
was just a baby, when we used to make forts in my living room or cook together. She had been so
happy doing all those things until she had become a teenager. We had lost our precious
connection for a few years, especially when she had started to hang out with that bad crowd in
Seattle.
Now that it was just the two of us in Smithfield, our bond was starting to grow stronger again. Our
relationship wasn’t perfect, especially after our fight about her biological mother. Even though she
had to find out in less than ideal conditions, I was glad to finally get that secret off of my chest.
Now Sophie knew the truth―the ugly truth―but at least she could move on. It wasn’t something
that was holding her back anymore.
I couldn’t help but laugh when I saw her frown at her cell phone. She finally noticed that I was
awake.
“Oh, hey, Mom.” She put her cell phone down on the table next to her and moved the chair she
was sitting on closer to my bed. “How are you feeling?”

“Better,” I said with a smile. The nap had cleared my mind a bit. I had told myself I wasn’t going to
think about problems right now. I was only going to enjoy my time with the people I cared about.
“How about you?”
“I’m good,” she replied. She had a big smile on her lips like she usually did when she was hiding
something.
“What is it?” I asked.
“What?”
“Why are you smiling so much? Is it Josh?”
“Oh. No, actually…” She noticed her smile was so big and it shrank down a bit. “It’s you.”
“Me?” I asked, confused.
“Yeah. I’m glad you’re happy again. It’s nice to see you smile.”
I hadn’t realized my break with Alex had affected Sophie too. I knew I hadn’t been in the best
mood during the past months, but I had always tried to make some effort when Sophie was
around. Of course, she had noticed―and it would have been strange if she hadn’t.
“You deserve to be happy. You’ve always taken care of me. Now you need someone to take care of
you.”
I hadn’t shared with her all the reasons why Alex and I were on a break, but I was happy that
Sophie wasn’t mad at him. She had all the reason in the world to be, but she had waited like I had.
She hadn’t jumped to any conclusions or held a grudge against him. It was so mature of her.
“I think you and Alex are great together. I believe in your love story.”
I took her hand and held it tight.
“And what do you know about love?” I asked jokingly.
“I know it’s amazing,” she replied in a serious voice. “I have Josh, remember? Love can hurt. I’ve
seen it. But there’s no chance I’m giving up on it. It’s too good, too beautiful, and too precious.”
She was right. Love could destroy a person, but it could also make that same person incredibly
happy. It was all about what you were willing to risk. Sophie was ready to risk everything for her
moment of happiness.
I had been, too, until someone had broken my heart. I wished I was like my daughter again, with a
life full of possibilities and a heart in a perfect condition.
“When did you get so smart?” I asked her with a smile.
“It’s probably my fault,” a voice said in the doorway. We both turned to look and Josh was there,
waiting with flowers in his hands.
“Hi Josh,” I said to him.

He gave Sophie a quick kiss on her head as he handed the flowers to me.
“These are for you, Mrs. Anderson.”

*

After suffering multiple rejections from Alex, the love of her life, Elsie doesn&#x2019;t
know if she can let him in anymore. He broke her heart. She needs more than just an
apology to get through this and to let her love for him blossom all over again.
Alex needs Elsie in his life and he&#x2019;s not ready to give up on her. Not now, not
ever. Especially now that he can see how much pain his past has inflicted on her.
He&#x2019;s ready to do whatever it takes to prove his love for her, even if that
means conquering his greatest fear.
Constantly clouded with memories of her heartbreak, can Elsie ever trust Alex enough
to let him break down her walls? Will they ever get the happy ending that they
deserve?
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