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Introduction
Ancient Egypt has held humanity in its thrall for over 5000 years. The image of the Great Pyramids
of the Valley of the Kings rising ghostlike from the white sands of the Sahara Desert is synonymous
with the mysteries of the Ancient World.

Ancient Egypt was remarkably advanced, especially considering its origins date back 30 centuries
before the Common Era. From clocks to the 12-month calendar to agriculture and fashion, we
continue to experience the echoes of Ancient Egypt in the world we live in today.

The Ancient Egyptians had a religion worthy of the complexity and advanced nature of their
society. Ancient Egyptian religion formed a link the animism of prehistoric Hunter - Gatherer tribes
with the complex pantheons that would follow, like the ancient Greeks and Romans. Ancient
Egypt’s religion also bridged the gap between paganism - believing the Gods and spirits could be
supplicated and appealed to - and the non-interventionist spirituality of the Abrahamic religions of
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Ancient Egyptian religion would even help give rise to
monotheism, after a brief flirtation with Atenism during the 18th Pharaonic Dynasty, which only
lasted 20 years before being erased from history.

Religion was incredibly important to the Ancient Egyptians, making up much of the fabric of their
lives. The Ancient Egyptians believed that the Gods’ favor could be swayed through acts of
sacrifice, prayer, and magic. The Ancient Egyptians allocated intense amounts of resources to the
construction of temples and religious centers, in keeping with the importance they placed on
immortality and the afterlife.

Although the Ancient Egyptian religion is cloaked in the symbolism of myth - with chimerical Gods
featuring animal heads on human bodies - it actually illustrates the beginnings of scientific
thought, as the Ancient Egyptians sought to make sense of the forces of the natural world that
shape their life.

On the surface, a pregnant woman with the head of a hippopotamus and the antiseptic world of
the scientific laboratory couldn’t have less in common, seemingly coming from different galaxies.
And yet, looking at the Gods of the Ancient Egyptians is like watching the birth of modernity.

To fully know ourselves, we must understand where we come from. The animal-headed Gods of
the Ancient Egyptians are a fascinating place to begin. So let us part the mists of time and return to
Luxor, to Memphis and Thebes. Say a prayer to the scarab, light some sandalwood, and let us
begin.

The Gods of the Ancient Egyptians

Ammit

Hieroglyphics:
Role: Demon
Title: Devourer of the Dead

Ammit (alt. spellings Ammet, Ammut, Amam, Amemet, Ahemait) is a demon who dwells in the Hall
Of Ma’at, with the body of a lion or other big cat, the hindquarters of a hippopotamus, and the
head of a crocodile. Ammit’s name literally translates to “Devourer”, which earned her many titles
over the millennia, like “Devourer Of The Dead”, “Soul Eater”, “Demoness Of Death”, “Devourer Of
Millions”, or “Devourer Who Dwell In Amenta,” a valley west of the River Nile where many
cemeteries were located.

There are no rites associated with Ammit, as she was not worshipped. Ammit was the
personification of chaos and disorder; a representation of all that the Ancient Egyptians feared and

hated. She resides in the Hall Of Truth, dwelling beneath the Scales of Ma’at, where Osiris weighs
the heart of the deceased against a feather from Ma’at’s headdress by Anubis. If a heart is found to
be heavier than the feather, the heart is given to Ammit to eat, dooming the deceased to the
Ancient Egyptians’ worst fear - the “second death”, or eternal restlessness. (See Also: Anubis,
Ma’at, Osiris)

In some versions, the condemned are swallowed whole by Ammit, doomed to forever digest in
Ammit’s stomach. Some believe this could be an early incarnation of the Christian ideal of the Lake
Of Fire.

Ammit’s appearance is a reflection of her role as devourer, being a composite of the most vicious
animals in Egypt. Ammit is also associated with Tawaret, the hippopotamus goddess responsible
for warding off evil, and Sekhmet, goddess of the sun and fire, due to her lioness aspect.

Although Ammit was feared and regarded as a demon, her role illustrates the complexities of
Ancient Egyptian religion. She punishes the wicked and, as such, can be seen as an agent of good.
She is a representation to follow the laws of Ma’at, or divine justice and harmony. Amun - Ra
Hieroglyphics:
Role: God
Title: King of the Gods, King of the Wind, Hidden One, The Great Cackler, The Hidden Light
Spouse: Amaunet
Capital: Thebes

Amun - Ra is one of the most important deities in the Ancient Egyptian pantheon. In his original
incarnation as Amun, he was included in the earliest Egyptian cosmogony - the Ogdoad - eight
divinities worshipped in Hermopolis in the Old Kingdom between 2686 to 2134 BCE. Amun - Ra is
perceived as one of the gods responsible for creating the world from the chaos of Nun, or primeval
waters.
*

Worshiped for over three-fifths of recorded history, ancient Egypt's Gods and
Goddesses are among the most fascinating of human civilization.
The lives of pharaohs and commoners alike were dominated by the need to honor,
worship, and pacify the huge pantheon of deities. From lavish tomb paintings and
imposing temple reliefs to humble household shrines, countless tributes throughout
Egypt reflect the richness and complexity of their mythology.

This book examines the Egyptian gods and goddesses - from minor household
figures such as Bes and Taweret to the all-powerful deities Amun and Rethat made
Egypt the most completely theocratic society of the ancient world, and made
Egyptians, according to Herodotus, &#x22;more religious than any other
people.&#x22;
Ancient Egypt has held humanity in its thrall for over 5000 years. The image of the
Great Pyramids of the Valley of the Kings rising ghostlike from the white sands of the
Sahara Desert is synonymous with the mysteries of the Ancient World.
Ancient Egypt was remarkably advanced, especially considering its origins date back
30 centuries before the Common Era. From clocks to the 12-month calendar to
agriculture and fashion, we continue to experience the echoes of Ancient Egypt in the
world we live in today.
Download Egyptian Gods Now for Instant Reading by Scrolling Up and Clicking
the &#x22;Buy&#x22; Button.
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