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FOR

Beverly Sallee Ophoff
who has signed her notes and letters for decades:
“You’re cool.”

AND FOR
Carson, Ava, Colby, and Lucca
My great nephews and niece—so wonderfully made!

With your jaunty cap and that saucy toss of your head
. . . you’re so cool.
With your latest style that goes beyond current to future
. . . you’re so cool.
With your lopsided smile that’s impossible to resist
. . . you’re so cool.
With your clever way of putting words together in new ways
. . . you’re so cool.
With your building ability and creative play
. . . you’re so cool.
With your fun ideas and choices, even about unfun things
. . . you’re so cool.
And I love you to pieces.

I praise you because I am
fearfully and wonderfully made.

(Psalm 139:14 NIV)
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1 You’re So Cool

My two-year-old great nephew made a beeline for the grand piano. He pushed down a white key.
Nothing happened. He pressed a black key. No sound. The look of disappointment on his face was
tinged with disdain, This piano is broken.
For the sake of quiet and peace, I let the perception stand until the last day of his visit. Then I
unfurled the curled-up cord that he had not been able to see. His eyes widened. When I plugged it
into a nearby electrical socket, I could feel anticipation building. When I flipped the toggle switch
and the bank of lights came on above the keys on my high-end computerized keyboard in its fancy
“cabinetry,” my great nephew let out a small gasp. And, at the sound of middle C, he said with

pure delight, “Coooooool.”
His mother was surprised. She had never heard him use the word before.
I was surprised. I couldn’t imagine where he could have learned the word—his parents
were way too cool to use it. I was pleased nonetheless. In an odd, rather comforting but
unfathomable way, my favorite childhood word had reemerged in the family DNA.
Way cool.
There’s just no word quite like “cool.”
It is clean, succinct, acceptable, and nearly universal.
It is friendly and positive.
It is retro and yet a bit funky.
It can convey impulses that are spontaneous, delightful, transitory, or definitive.
It can convey responses of interest, intrigue, and wonderment.
It can be assigned to memories, dreams and hopes, and real-time experiences.
It can be used to describe objects, tastes, sounds, environments, textures, and all other sensory
delights.
It can be a subdued intellectual response to new information, as well as an expression of deep
emotional satisfaction.
It certainly describes YOU.
Let me tell you how!

2 Cool Facts and Ideas

All Types
God made every personality. He enjoys hanging out with people of ALL personalities.
There is no indication that we get a different personality after we die and go to heaven. The
personality we have will be perfected, but not different. Which means that God wants to live with

lots of different personalities FOREVER!
God not only loves you. He likes you.

*

A collection of interesting fun facts about the similarities, quirkiness, and the
uniqueness of human beings!
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