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The Phantom stood in the middle of the room, covered from head to foot in black. Only his blue
eyes were uncovered. His arms were folded across his chest as he watched the old man move
from glass case to glass case. The only light came from the skylight above. His eyes took in the
marble walls and floor. These and the moonlight made the room look cold and sinister, a look
many museums had. At least the eight he had robbed had looked the same. He had been careful
to steal things that would get him the biggest profit, never taking anything he thought belonged
to the world. He would never steal the Mona Lisa.
The Phantom looked over when the old man gave off a loud gasp. He had stopped at a glass case
in the far corner; a case so small that it was probably overlooked by most of the tourists. The black
clad man walked over and looked down into the case. It was filled with what appeared to be
nothing more than rocks. “Well?”
“I think this is it,” Professor Sands said, trying to control his fear. His finger shook as he pointed at
the same rock in the corner of the case. He stepped back when the Phantom moved closer. The
old man watched as the infamous thief skillfully opened the case and took out the stone. He held it
up and blew away some dust. The Phantom pulled a small silver device from his equipment belt
and scanned the rock. Both watched in awe a faint blue glow appeared. “It was here. Right
under our noses. Amazing.”
“Well Professor, we will take this back to your lab and run some more tests,” the Phantom said,
smiling behind his mask. “If it tests positive, your services will no longer be needed.”

“Please, I have done everything you asked,” the old man gasped, his whole body shaking.
“Professor, I am a thief, not a killer,” the tall man said, looking down at the old man. “Above all, I
keep my word. I have paid off your gambling debts, ensuring that you will no longer be bothered
by your debtors. I have even set up a trust fund that will be controlled by your son. You have a
chance at a new life. I suggest you turn your gifted mind to your work and research, and not the
gambling tables.”
Another man dressed in black arrived, bigger and wider than the Phantom, but it was obvious that
even he was intimidated by the villain. The Phantom glanced back. “Is everything loaded?”
“Sure thing, Phantom,” he said, noticing the small rock in his boss’ hand. “You find what you were
looking for?”
“It appears so,” the Phantom said. “Fifteen years to find this. Fools. Hiding it in plain sight. As if I
hadn’t read Poe. I think you and the men are right. It is time to go south and enjoy our ill gotten
gains.”
“You heard us talking about that?” the big man asked, looking a little nervous.”
“My friend, I told you when we started this little enterprise, there would come a time to retire.
That time is now,” the Phantom said, turning. “After tonight, we will be some of the most wanted
men in the country. You don’t pull off this kind of crime without ruffling a few feathers.
Fortunately, they have no idea who we are, and by the time they discover this theft, we will be out
of the country. At least, you and the boys will.”
“You’re not coming?”
“I have some old and personal business to take care of. After that, I will join you. The first round
will be on me.”
“I’d feel better if you came with us, boss. You’ve been real good to us. I would hate to see you end
up behind bars.”
“I am the Phantom. You can’t catch a ghost.”

The Phantom came into his lair. It was a large underground compound with numerous rooms. It
had once been a government fallout shelter. Now it was long forgotten and perfect for his needs.
He had naturally made improvements: a lab for his experiments, a workshop for setting up his
crimes, spacious living quarters for him and his loyal men. There was even a pool and a rec room
with a poker table, pool table, and other diversions for his men. He had even arranged a house to
be used by his men when they were entertaining the ladies.
The villain stopped and looked around his workshop, the place where he had planned a series of
robberies that had made him not only rich, but some kind of a hero to the public. He only stole
from the rich, corporations, and museums. They were all insured and wouldn’t miss what he had
taken. He had told his men they were taking the excess of these rich fools’ wealth. The victims
would boohoo on TV, but they would be fine. This lair had been his home for ten years. He pulled
off his mask, revealing a face that was neither handsome nor ugly. It was a nice face with a square
jaw. Shaggy blonde hair fell down just over his ears. It was his eyes that made you stop. They
blazed with an intensity and intelligence that was almost frightening. This genius had led a fifteen

year old boy to creating this lair and the Phantom. Now twenty-five, he was about to leave this all
behind. “Now I finally get to have to fun and revenge.”
He clicked on the TV and let off a scornful sigh. The huge screen was filled with the images of two
scantily clad women fighting in the middle of the street. It was obvious they had super powers by
the destruction they were creating: flying high into the air and landing with such force the ground
cracked; dust flying into the air; windows cracked and shattered by the power of their blows. Their
powerful punches and kicks caused more damage to the buildings around them. Neither one
seemed to be taking any real harm. *

The Phantom is a master thief stealing from only the rich, corporation and museums.
Clad from head to toe in black no one knows who the Phantom is. Unlike other
villains he is not stealing for the money. Fifteen years ago he was betray by two
coeds. These two beautiful woman are now the super heroine Blue Angel and the
villainess Dark Dawn. Blonde Angel has become the sidekick of Blue Angel. All
three have incredible super powers. Their battles leave the city ruins so the Phantom
knows the two will be missed. Finally he finds what he needs to get bring down the
super ladies and get his revenge.
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