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About the Author
Hi, my name is Bob Martin. Some people call me the “Expat Answerman” because I am an Expat
and I like to help others who are interested in becoming an expat. I also have a website called
Expat Answerman. I'm an American, but I have been living permanently in the Philippines since
May of 2000. I moved to the Philippines at the relatively young age of 38. Additionally, earlier in
my life I lived for 2 years in South Africa.

I own and operate a number of websites, almost all of them are related to life in the Philippines, or
something about the Philippines. I have websites about living in the Philippines, Philippine dual
citizenship, how to get Philippine citizenship, travel in the Philippines, hotels in the Philippines,
food in the Philippines, making a living in the Philippines, just about anything you can imagine
that's related to the Philippines. Why am I qualified to answer?
Because of all my experience working on Philippine issues, I have gained a lot of knowledge in this
area. It is because of that, that I have decided to come out with a series of e-books regarding these
issues. I am entitling this series of e-books as the Expat Answerman series. I suspect that in the
entire series there will be many different e-books, each of them answering important questions
that people have regarding life in the Philippines. If you have questions about living in the
Philippines, I hope you will read all of the books that apply to you.

How do I know which questions are important? Well, you see, because of all these websites I
literally get hundreds of emails every day. A large majority of these emails contain questions that
people are asking on this subject. I know which questions are important by looking at which
questions are most often asked. Over the years, I have saved all of these questions, and I literally
have a collection of many thousands of such e-mail questions. By looking through these questions,
I have found that there are around 50 different questions that are asked over and over again.

It is my belief that if many people have already asked me these 50 basic questions, there are
thousands of other people who have the same questions on their mind, but just haven't asked yet.
How to reach me

If you have other questions for which I don't have a book, please feel free to send me an email and
ask! You can reach me via email at rmartin@mindanao.com. I've been using the same e-mail
address for over 20 years now, so you can be sure that you'll reach me there at any time in the
future too.

So, that tells you a little bit about who I am, and why I'm qualified to answer your questions about
the Philippines. So, with that information in hand, let's get on with the question that this ebook will
address. So you are becoming an Expat
An expat, or expatriate is a person who is temporarily or permanently residing in a country and
culture other than that of the person's upbringing.

The origin of the word is from two Latin terms:
ex – meaning “out of”
patria – meaning “country” or “fatherland”

So, the combination of the two words would mean out of country, or out of the fatherland. Makes
sense, right? Negative Connotation *

If you are making a move to the Philippines, it is no quick and easy task! When you
have made the decision to become an expat in the Philippines, that is when the work
starts, and there is a lot to do! Bob Martin, The Expat Answerman, the author of this
book knows all about the work involved, having moved on two International moves once from the USA to South Africa and once from the USA to the Philippines. With
Bob's experience and expertise, he can help you make the relocation an easier thing
to accomplish and help you avoid the pitfalls!
This book covers these topics:
Becoming an Expat
Balikbayan Boxes for shipping your belongings (this will save you major money on the
move)
How to get airline tickets that will save you a ton of money when you come to the
Philippines
If you can accomplish these things in preparation for your move, you will arrive in the
Philippines way ahead of others who are making the move. With Bob's help, you can
certainly finish ahead of the game!
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