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CHARACTER NAME
BRIEF DESCRIPTION
AGE
GENDER
Ty
Black nerd with conservative values
28
Male
Lexi
Black nerd with progressive values
26
Female
Collin

A white sci-fi expert with liberal values
28
Male
Cedrick
Offensive, abrasive, and narcissistic
48
Male
Maxwell
Wise, kind, and pragmatic
64
Male
August
A hopeless ex-convict
31
Male
Teresa
White Ally that wants justice for all
48
Female
Naomi
Learning how to be a white ally
17
Female
SETTING

Spring of 2016
SCENE ONE
(BLERDS’ COMICS and CAFÉ is a bastion of sci-fi geekiness; a hub for geekologists to pontificate the
works of Stephen Hawkings, Stan Lee, J.K. Rowlings, Tolkien and Octavia Butler. This quaint little
comic shop is the only place in the beleaguered neighborhood where vigorous debates precede
manic battles of Magic: The Gathering card games.
The decor of the store is geektastic!
In the middle of the room stands a life-size cutout of Neil deGrasse Tyson facing an even larger
Xenomorph replica from the movie Alien.
Plastered on the walls are comic books in sleeves, boxed action figures, obscure posters of Troma
films, and a picture of a young Ty, Lexi, and their father dressed to impress at a Comic-Con
convention.)
TY (OFF STAGE)
You want a war? I can give you a war you frakin’ Nerf Herders!
(LEXI, an African-American woman garnished in a Sith Lord robe, and COLLIN, a white male
sporting Star Trek regalia, watch as Lexi’s brother TY drags a cut-out character into the shop,
fuming.)
TY
Those Hogwart dropouts can eat shit and die! And I hope a Xenomorph finds their decaying
bodies, frak their unpatriotic mouths, and impregnate those bastards with triplets!
LEXI
Someone is not feeling very Disney today.
TY
I want to force-choke the shit out of those urban degenerates. Look at this!
(Ty models the graffitied cardboard cut-out of George Lucas that reads, “#BlackLivesMatter.”)
TY
They Michael-Bayed my sign. Again.
LEXI
Is it really that serious?
TY
Is it really that serious?!

COLLIN
Dude. We have like, three Georges in the back.
TY
And two of them are in frakin’ sickbay with Dr. McCoy because of those assholes!
COLLIN
Those assholes, asshole, have been doing the dirty work of democracy for nearly five hundred
years with whips on their backs and billy clubs upside their heads. It’s time for a change.
TY
You two seriously need to stop watching the Rachel Maddow Show.
COLLIN
And you need to tune into the revolution!
TY
I can’t believe you are actually justifying their actions.
COLLIN
Because we need to embrace this movement like it was a Princess Leia action figure.
LEXI
Dude.
COLLIN
It’s only awkward the first time.
LEXI
Eeewwww.
COLLIN
But for real, we got to do something-- because that shit that went down last night has got to stop.
LEXI
You know what we should do?
COLLIN
What?

LEXI
Put up a sign.
COLLIN
Black Lives Matter.
LEXI
Let them know we got their back.
COLLIN
That sounds superlative like a mofo. What do you think, Ty?
TY
You must think I am crazy.
COLLIN
We’re all a little crazy.
TY
We sell coffee and comics, not some Afrocentric, mumbo jumbo cop-hating rhetoric.
COLLIN
So, no banner?
(Ty doesn’t respond.)
COLLIN
It kind of feels like I’m being ignored...
TY
I’m not going to advertise their hate for this country.
LEXI
Do you know who they are? What they do?
(Ty holds up the defiled George Lucas.)
TY
I see what they do!
COLLIN

Then you know they are trying to hold the police accountable for the murder of that boy.
LEXI
The fourth black male they shot down here!
COLLIN
This year.
LEXI
And it’s only April.
COLLIN
But you don’t care.
TY
I care about cops being able to do their job effectively.
LEXI
They’re not doing their job!
COLLIN
They are using black males as target practice!
LEX
That’s straight-up murder!
TY
Why did they shoot him?
(Beat.)
You don’t even know. You just drank Jim Jones’ Gillywater like all those other stupid muggles who
can’t think for themselves.
LEXI
(Sarcastically.)
I can think for myself.
TY
And you think it’s a joke?

COLLIN
Are you referring to your stand-up Fox News routine?
TY
There is nothing funny about following a sick and perverse terrorist organization.
LEXI
Terrorist organization?
COLLIN
Really?
TY
They are destroying this country. Killing our cops. Creating anxiety and fear and dividing this great
country of ours. That’s a terrorist organization.
LEXI
And we came out the same vagina?
COLLIN
You’re looking at the BLM the wrong way, Ty.
TY
And how should I look at them, you mentally-challenged Tribble?
COLLIN
Through the eyes of a Hobbit.
TY
Huh?
COLLIN
Lexi, engage warp engines, we are taking a trip to the Shire.
LEXI
Aye aye, captain!
(Ty turns, ready to leave.)
TY

This is getting ridiculous.
COLLIN
Hold up, hold up, hold up, don’t leave just yet.
TY
I am getting dumber by the minute listening to you guys.
COLLIN
Just check it out.
TY
Hurry up.
COLLIN
Here is my theory.
TY
Will you just-COLLIN
The BLM and the fellowship are one and the same.
TY
Really?
COLLIN
That shit is profound, huh?
TY
Danger, Will Robinson, danger.
COLLIN
Think about it. Both the Fellowship and the Black Lives Matter formed an organization-TY
You mean militia?
COLLIN
“Organization” to counter a rising tyrannical and oppressive regime.

LEXI
The Fellowship was like the ACLU of Middle-earth.
TY
Wow.
LEXI
Check your incredulity at the door, sir... Collin, please continue.
COLLIN
I shall. I know this all sounds like crazy-town to someone as esteemed and cultured such as
yourself, Sir Watson, but I’m telling you, there are so many wicked similarities between the Nazgul,
the Orcs and America’s police force that when you hear it, you’re going to feel like your mind was
incinerated by the Wave Motion Gun.
TY
I can’t take you seriously... You’re actually telling me, with a straight face that Frodo’s plight to
destroy the ring has now turned into a metaphorical critique of police brutality?
COLLIN
The ring is an allegory for the badge, my friend. Both of them represent corruption.
LEXI
One badge to rule them all. One ring to destroy.
TY
I’m done with you.
COLLIN
I’m telling you! The BLM and the fellowship kind of faced-LEXI
Are facing.
COLLIN
Excuse me... Are facing all these crazy genocidal institutions with Ron Jeremy-sized hard-ons for
absolute power.
LEXI
Preach!

COLLIN
You got the Seattle Police Department taking orders from Saruman. Saruman jerking off a bunch
of shady congloms. And the congloms raw-dogging government officials in the back alley while
creating policies to keep the marginalized fraked up.
TY
You dumbass sleestacks.
LEXI
Now we’re sleestacks?
TY
Do you really think the BLM are heroes? That they are doing good for our country?
LEXI
Yep.
TY
Let me ask you something.
COLLIN
Listening.
TY
When a black man kills another black man, why doesn’t the BLM hold press conferences?

*

A black nerd with conservative values faces an existential crisis when he learns that
the African-American boy he sold a toy gun to was shot and killed by the police. As
the neighborhood erupts in violence, Ty must make a decision to flee for his safety or
protect or his comic shop.
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