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information and enquiries: narrator_sf@yahoo.com1 Melissa created a candle and placed it on the
branch which stood at a height about her breasts. The candle was transparent, made by magic, but
its flame was bright enough for them to see each other’s faces. Marcus looked at Melissa’s eyes
and tried to read her thoughts. He knew people who really mastered this trick, but he never
managed to learn it. “I’m sorry, Marcus! It’s all over… My parents forbade me to see you,” said
Melissa with a pity in her voice. “I’m going to them,” threatened Marcus, “and will make them
repeat those words to me!” She took his hand. “It’s hard to say it, Marc, but I don’t want to see you
too.” “Why?” “You are not like the others, honey. Don’t be mad at me, but you’re the only one of
your kind in the whole village. Everyone knows a spell, at least a simple one,” Melissa pointed at
the candle. “You are unique. A man who hasn’t managed to cast a single spell in his entire life. You
are a man of no magic, Marc.” Amage, thought Marcus. Go on say it! Amage, a man with no magic –
that’s me. Call me Amage and the one who taught you that word will need a witch doctor to fix his teeth!
Marcus looked at her with his face stiff, and his jaws clenched. “Listen, Melissa, I promise you, in
less than a year, I will become a magician greater than the Septona himself.” Melissa touched his
lips with her fingers. “Do not mention the name of the Supreme Kaan, or you can be cursed. Not
only you but your whole family to the thirteen tribe.” Marcus pushed her gently away. “Go,
Melissa! I’m sorry, too! If this is the way it goes, I want you no more either.” Melissa slightly
opened the neckline of her white silk dress and moved closer. Marcus felt the warmth of her body
while she innocently urged him: “What about spending this last night together before we split?”
“Will you marry me?” Marcus pulled her toward him, “In spite of everything else.” “I told you
already, Marc, father and mother told me I can’t see you anymore. They threatened to banish me
from home, and pay a powerful wizard to cast a curse on us. Besides, I’m afraid to commit to you –
you are not an ordinary person, you are an Amage…” Finally you said it, thought Marcus. I’m Amage
- the only person in the village, Darkai, who can’t use magic. Melissa walked in the darkness. Even in
tears, she was still beautiful, with her white silk dress, curly red hair, a pug nose and those cute
freckles on her cheeks. The transparent candle on the branch died out, faded away, and gradually
disappeared, as if it had never existed. Marcus had no flint, nor torch. The night was dark, and the
moon obscured by clouds behind the tops of the trees. However, after some time he managed to
find his way out of the forest and back to the village – not without difficulty. The inn was full - there
were people on the counter, and at the wooden tables who ate, drank, talked, sang and slept
peacefully. Just above the oaken door, reinforced by curved iron ornaments, there was a plate.
There stood an inscription burnt with fire: ANY USE OF MAGIC IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN AFTER
MIDNIGHT! Marcus was also there. He was talking to a man. The man was wearing strange leather
clothes in the color of gushing blood which gleamed under the light and gave him a glamorous
look. The man's name was Mirtany and it seemed a lot of people respected him – many of the
inn’s visitors came to congratulate him the moment they entered. “So you break up with Melissa?”
Mirtany just specified. “Yes,” Marcus answered reluctantly. “Then why are you still in this village? I
think you should move to live elsewhere - the sooner, the better!” “It’s easy for you to say it,”

Marcus objected, “You are constantly traveling, and you are used to living without a permanent
home.” Mirtany picked up a bronze goblet, with inlaid hunting scenes on it, drank a sip of red wine
and continued, “You know, Marcus, neighboring kingdoms are not like ours. Only few people
manage to do any magic there – most people can’t cast the simplest spell. However, no one
offends or pursues them.” “Are you trying to annoy or insult me?” “I’m just saying it for your own
good. You know that our villagers don’t tolerate am… uh-uh... those of your kind.” “Let's talk about
something else,” Marcus suggested. They were silent for a moment. The inn started to fill and they
stared at the visitors. “Do you think there’ll be problems tonight?” Mirtany asked casually. “Don’t
know, so far, most of them seem calm.” “Okay, I’ll be going. Tomorrow I'm on the road.” Mirtany
stood up from the table and walked toward the door. The man with the blood-red dress was a
courier of magical ingredients. He carried magic ingredients through several cities, but sometimes
went beyond his native Kingdom of Balkh. People whispered that he even agreed to some not so
legal stuff – love licorice, luck bitterdrink and others – provided you paid him enough. Anyway
Mirtany was Marcus’ best friend and he did not question him about his work too much.

The protagonist Marcus was born an outsider. He could not cast even a single spell.
People like him are one in a thousand in his home kingdom.
People of no magic are declared to be outlaws, whereas price is put on their heads.
The main character is rejected by his beloved Melissa, who was born a witch, just like
almost everyone else in the Kingdom of Balkh. On top of that, he is banished from his
birthplace, that is his village.
Marcus is determined to become a wizard at any rate.
Therefore he is bound to go through numerous battles and adventures.
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