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home.

a sequel to ‘the last three years’

by julia schemmer

dedicated to the people

who are still in construction

these words are for you
these words are for us

“Imagine yourself as a living house.
God comes in to rebuild that house.

At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping
the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not
surprised.

But presently He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not
seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to?

The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making
courtyards.

You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace.

He intends to come and live in it Himself.”
-CS Lewis

part one

muck and gut

Muckout is the removal of mud, muck, silt and other typically semi-solid material from a home as
a result of water inudation.

Gutting is the tearing out and removal of construction related materials from a home that has
been damaged by water, including protruding nails in exposed studs and flooring.

“there is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside of you.” –maya angelou

sometimes
(most of the time)
i long to disappear
(i want to be found)

a poem for my problems

you took away who i was
and yet it was still me who apologized
it was still me who wondered what i did wrong
what i could have done differently
to make the furious fires falter
to save a shred of myself
that you skillfully stored away
you crave the words ‘i’m sorry’ yet are the reason why i apologize
you love the remodel but are the reason why i flooded
i will not stand for a love
dependent on manipulation

you turned me into
someone i vowed
i would never become

for even storms catalyze with a single drop

i am an earthquake of unrequited love
i am sorry you witnessed the rubble
and that it was you
who saw me tremor

it’s not your fault

*

&#x22;Home&#x22; is the sequel to Julia Schemmer's first poetry collection,
&#x22;The Last Three Years.&#x22; It details the stages of returning home and
healing in four stages: mucking and gutting, sanitation, rebuilding and homecoming.
Largely inspired by her year of volunteering in disaster zones, Schemmer hopes this
book reaffirms people who are also healing in knowing that they are not alone during
the process.
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