


What to Expect… 
•  The number one thing that will ultimately make or break 

your long-term success as an author. 
•  How to self-edit your book… professionally. 
•  Where to find free editors and how to utilize them. 
•  How to find a professional editor and what to expect during 

the editing process. 
•  And more! 



Is It REALLY that Important? 

Editing… Why do you need it? 
•  You’re too close to your own writing—we can’t see our own 

mistakes. 
•  You’re attached to your own ideas. 
•  You live with your brain… your readers don’t. 
•  Bad writing will kill your book faster than anything else. 



Is It REALLY that Important? 
Editing… Why is it scary? 
•  You’re attached. 
•  You think it’s expensive. 
•  An editor holds a position of authority. 
•  You don’t think you can change it back. 
•  Re-writing is harder than initial flow writing. 
•  Editing takes time. 



Is It REALLY that Important? 

Editing… It’s important because… 
•  “Self”-publishing doesn’t mean you do everything yourself. 

It means you’re smart enough to know when you shouldn’t. 
•  Your book won’t sell unless it can compete. 
•  Every time you upload a new version it takes time. 
•  Your reputation is at stake—FOREVER. 



Types of Editing 

Developmental Editing… (highest cost) 
•  Like having a coach. 
•  Help you structure your writing, story, plot, characters, etc. 
•  Often employed with traditional publishers. 



Types of Editing 

Substantive Editing… (next highest cost) 
•  Start on your rough draft. 
•  Help you refine your voice. 
•  Tighten up your writing. 
•  Double-check facts, readability, plausibility, flow, etc. 
•  Make you a better writer. 



Types of Editing 

Copy Editing… (lower cost) 
•  Start on your rough or polished draft. 
•  Check grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
•  Check for overall consistency. 
•  Check for accuracy. 
•  A real pro is worth their weight in gold! 



Types of Editing 

Proofreading… (lowest cost) 
•  Start on your edited draft after images and formatting. 
•  Check the “techy” stuff: headings, styles, bullets, 

organizational structure, etc. 
•  Double-check that editors did their job (and authors did, 

too). 



Self-Editing 

After you’re done writing… 
1.  Let it rest a day or so… then come back to it. 
2.  Turn on Spell Check. 
3.  Read it from top to bottom… out loud. 
4.  Make changes as you stumble. 



Self-Editing 

Most common spelling errors… 
•  Compliment vs. complement 
•  Its vs. it’s 
•  Loose vs. lose 
•  Then vs. than 
•  There, they’re, their 
•  Your vs. you’re 



Self-Editing 

Most common punctuation mistakes… 
•  “Serial” Commas 
•  ‘Apostrophes’ 
•  “Quotation Marks” 
•  — (em dash) vs. – (en dash) vs. - (hyphen) 



Self-Editing 

Nightmare in Grammarland… 
i was wondering if you were going to come down to my place 
today and we could go to the store i have some things i need 
to do first Are you interested should we grab coffee what’s 
your day been like??? My dog died today, thinking of you saw 
how lose you’re pants are getting congratulations! 



Self-Editing 

Nightmare in Grammarland… The Director’s Cut… 
I was wondering if you were going to come down to my place 
today and we could go to the store. I have some things I need 
to do first… Are you interested and should we grab coffee? 
How was your day? I’ve been thinking of you! I saw how loose 
your pants are getting—congratulations! 



Self-Editing 

Nightmare in Grammarland… 
I was wondering if you were going to come down to my place 
today and we could go to the store. I have some things I need 
to do first… Are you interested and should we grab coffee? 
How was your day? I’ve been thinking of you! I saw how loose 
your pants are getting—congratulations! 



Get ‘em for Free 
Where to find free editors… 
•  College students 

–  Looking for resume experience 
–  Internship 

•  Family/Friends 
–  May not be objective 
–  Don’t take it personally 



Get ‘em for Free 
Where to find free editors… 
•  High School teachers 

–  Want to help 
–  Huge supporters of local talent 

•  Beta readers 
–  Typo note 
–  Ask for feedback 



Get ‘em for Free 
Where to find free editors… 
•  Local writers’ groups 

–  Meetup.com 
–  Your local library 

•  Customers 
–  Ask for feedback 
–  Last resort! 



Going Pro 
What a pro will really do… 
•  Correct spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
•  Give you suggestions on how to tighten up your writing 

and make it better. 
•  Help you grow as a writer. 
•  Polish your words to better reach your audience and keep 

them engaged and coming back for more. 



Going Pro 
Where to find professional editors… 
•  Resources in your members area J 
•  Bibliocrunch.com 
•  BookDocs.com (Independent Editors Group) 
•  BookEditorsAlliance.com 
•  Edit911.com 
•  Elance.com 



Going Pro 
Where to find professional editors… 
•  Odesk.com 
•  The-EFA.org (Editorial Freelancer’s Association) 
Other places: 
•  Facebook Groups 
•  LinkedIn Groups 
•  Twitter 



Going Pro 
How to tell a pro from a fake… 
•  Look at their posts on social media. 
•  Ask if they know the Chicago Manual of Style. 
•  Ask to see their resume—what other books have they 

edited? 
•  Ask for a sample before/after. 
•  Ask how many books they’ve been paid to edit… then 

READ those books. 



Going Pro 
How to tell a pro from a fake… 
•  Get clear on what you will pay. 
•  Ask about timelines: 

–  What is his/her current work load? 
–  How long do they normally take for your length book? 
–  Substantive will take longer than Copy! 



Going Pro 
The process… 
•  Most editors prefer Microsoft Word (Track Changes) 

–  Hint: Export to Word from Scrivener! 
•  Expect a lot of red. 
•  Expect more than one round. Yes, it will cost extra. 
•  Your editor should challenge you. 
•  TIME. 
•  Expect to be a better writer. 



Week 4: Writing Homework 

Do this! Use Checklists and Worksheets… 
•  Fill out the self-editing checklist. 
•  Use the Free Editors worksheet to locate initial help. 
•  Decide what type of professional editing you want/need. 
•  Use the Professional Editors checklist to rate your 

possibilities. 


