


What to Expect… 
•  The nitty gritty of pen names: When to use them, when not to, 

and what to be aware of should you decide to use them. 
•  How to enhance your book with free content readers will love. 
•  What’s the big deal with MOBI? 
•  MOBI creation software: What to use and what to avoid. 
•  Beyond Kindle: iBooks, Nook—what makes sense? 
•  And more! 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
Why would you want a pen name? 
•  If you need to hide your identity… 

–  Legal issues 
–  Sensitive topics 
–  Different niche than you want to be known for 

•  If you want a fresh start… 
–  Sales record isn’t good 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
Why would you want a pen name? 
•  For ongoing privacy… 

–  Celebrity status issues 
–  Protect your family from any possible repercussions 

•  To reach a niche audience… 
–  Writing for men vs. women 
–  Writing in multiple fiction genres 

•  If you have a weird name… 
–  Not one that’s unique, but that’s hard to spell, pronounce, etc. 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
Why would you want a pen name? 
•  If your name is common… 

–  Could it be confused with others? 

•  If you’re co-authoring… 
–  And you don’t want to confuse readers 

•  To brand yourself… 
–  Example: Kristen Joy 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
Why would you not want a pen name? 
•  If you’re branding yourself… 

–  Stick with the real you! 
–  Let your “self” shine! 

•  If you’re already well-known… 
–  Don’t re-invent the wheel. 
–  Ride the existing wave. 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
Why would you not want a pen name? 
•  Marketing 

–  It’s usually easier to market under your real name. 
–  Exception: some fiction genres 

•  Less work… 
–  In the long run, it’s a lot less work to maintain your real identity 

than pseudonyms. 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
How to choose a pen name… 
•  Use your middle name… 

–  Easily recognized if you sell books in person (you’ll answer). 
–  Easy to remember. 

•  Look at family… 
–  Salute your heritage. 
–  Creative names 
–  Maiden names 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
How to choose a pen name… 
•  Keep it easy to spell, say and remember! 
•  FakeNameGenerator.com 
•  Research your genre 

–  What other authors’ names are listed as best sellers? 
–  Are they male, female, generic? 

•  Search Amazon… does it exist? 



To Pen Name or Not to Pen Name? 
Beware… 
•  Your pen name WILL NOT protect you from any lawsuits or 

legal issues. 
•  Don’t use it to avoid a signed contract. 
•  Be careful creating a fake identity… don’t go overboard. 
•  Marketing can be a lot harder, especially for non-fiction. 



The Reader Experience: Use Quotes 
Why include other people’s quotes/comments? 
•  People love inspiration. 
•  They said it better than you can. 
•  Use the credibility of someone else to prove your point. 
•  Secret ninja site: BrainyQuote.com makes it EASY! 



The Reader Experience: Use Quotes 
When do you need to get their permission? 
•  If it’s not in the public domain… 

–  Start with anything copyright after 1964. 

•  If it’s a song lyric. 
•  If it’s poetry. 
•  If it’s not “fair use…” 
•  Any time you may be in doubt. 



The Reader Experience: Use Quotes 
When do you not need to get permission? 
•  If it’s in the public domain (before 1964, copyright not 

renewed) 
•  If you’re paraphrasing in your own words. 
•  When you simply mention a book or song title or author. 
•  If it’s just a link. 
•  If it’s Fair Use. (at your own risk…) 



The Reader Experience: Use Quotes 
Fair Use… 
•  “Any copying of copyrighted material done for a limited and 

“transformative” purpose, such as to comment upon, 
criticize, or parody a copyrighted work. Such uses can be 
done without permission from the copyright owner. In other 
words, fair use is a defense against a claim of copyright 
infringement. If your use qualifies as a fair use, then it would 
not be considered an illegal infringement. ~Stanford.edu 



The Reader Experience: Use Quotes 
Fair Use… 
•  “A doctrine that permits limited use of copyrighted material 

without acquiring permission from the rights holders. 
Examples of fair use include commentary, search engines, 
criticism, parody, news reporting, research, teaching, library 
archiving and scholarship.” ~Wikipedia.org 



The Reader Experience: Use Quotes 
Fair Use… 
•  It’s all gray… “The distinction between what is fair use and 

what is infringement in a particular case will not always be 
clear or easily defined. There is no specific number of words, 
lines, or notes that may safely be taken without permission. 
Acknowledging the source of the copyrighted material 
does not substitute for obtaining permission. The safest 
course is to get permission from the copyright owner 
before using copyrighted material.” ~Copyright.gov 



Kindle: The Techy Side 
Can’t I just use Word? 
•  NO! 
•  Does your book contain… 

–  Bullet points? 
–  Images? 
–  Illustrations? 



Kindle: The Techy Side 
Why it needs converted… 
•  It looks cleaner. 
•  It reads better. 
•  It’s more professional. 
•  It helps you compete. 
•  It helps you avoid negative reviews. 



Kindle: The Techy Side 
What to keep in mind… 
•  It’s not easy to do by hand. 
•  Images always show up in-between lines of text. 
•  Bullet points rarely show up right with “meatgrinders.” 
•  Every Kindle device, app and reader is different. 
•  There will be a lot of back-and-forth as you figure it out. 
•  OUTSOURCING may be essential. 



Kindle: The Techy Side 
For MOBI conversion: 
•  Kinstant: KristenRecommends.com/kindle 
•  Calibre-Ebook.com 
•  Scrivener (See bonus training in your Resources.) 
•  Kindle Kid’s Book Creator 
•  E-book programmer 



Kindle: The Techy Side 

Avoid ANY MOBI software that: 
•  Says it’s a “Meatgrinder.” (Smashwords) 
•  Looks like a one-button converter. 
•  Promises it converts “perfect” bullet points. 



Beyond Kindle… 
What other e-book formats are there? 
•  iBooks (EPUB) 
•  Nook (EPUB) 
•  PDF downloads 



Beyond Kindle… 
When to consider… 
•  iBooks 

–  College students 
–  5% more market share than Kindle Store 

•  Nook 
–  30% more market share 

•  PDF downloads 
–  Higher perceived value 



Week 4: Publishing Homework 
Do this! Use Checklists and Worksheets… 
•  Decide if you’re going to use a pen name. (Use the Pen 

Name Checklist to help you decide.) 
•  If you’re going to use a pen name, use the pen name 

worksheet to help come up with the perfect name. 
•  Decide if you’re going to use quotes in your book. Use the 

Permissions Checklist to keep track. 
•  Decide how you’re going to convert your Kindle book. 


