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Week 2 

Publishing  

Using Images in Your Book 

Why should you include pictures in your Kindle book?

➡ Enhance your reader’s experience

➡ Explain a point 

➡ Increase Memory Retention because visual triggers are another memory point in 
the brain

➡ Break up monotony of black words on white page, especially for non-fiction which 
can get boring 

➡ Showcase step-by-step 

Image Type for Kindle

GIF (.gif, up to 5mb, not animated)
PNG (.png)
BMP (.bmp)
JPG (.jpeg, up to 5mb): most popular and best quality inside Kindle book.

What looks better to you in the image quality? Every image looks different on every 
screen. You can tweak color on your computer monitor to be more accurate (i.e. 
calibrate).

What about Color?

Kindle Fire shows full color images; Kindle E Ink shows 16 shades of gray. When in 
doubt, make them in color.

What about Size?

✓ 300 dpi resolution for Kindle. Every time your book is uploaded, it is compressed. 
Every time it is compressed, information is taken out of it and the image quality 
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goes down. Think about it… when you upload your image to your working file, 
whether word processing or Scrivener, it is compressed. Then, when you save it 
to .pdf or .mobi, it is compressed. That is a minimum of two times the images are 
compressed. When you upload the file to Kindle Direct Publishing, it is compressed 
a third time and it could be compressed a fourth time depending on the hardware 
used by the reader when they download/open the file on their device. That is why 
Amazon requires 300 dpi images and may reject your file if you have something 
less.

✓ Full height is 1200 px high. So, if your want your image to show up full height of the 
screen when held in vertical orientation, make the image 1200 px high. Half-height 
is 600 px. If your original picture isn’t at least 1200 px high, it will look very fuzzy if 
you try to resize it to that. Make sure if you download an image from a stock site, it 
is at least 1200 px high.

✓ “Original” or “large” size. Every time you download a photo from a stock site, make 
sure you get the original or large size. If you ever decide you want to take that book 
to print, you are going to need the largest size they offer.

✓ If you want a full screen, i.e. text is on Kindle > swipe for next page and there is an 
image taking up the entire screen, that is a 9:11 aspect ratio or 655 x 800 px. Not 
every screen is the same but this works for a full screen image.

✓ If you have an image 300 px wide x 400 px high, it is going to be too small (showing 
up at about one inch on the screen) and be rejected by Amazon.

What about Placement?

Centering an image on screen is best for a nice reader experience. If you want the 
image left or right with text wrapping around it, you cannot do it on Kindle at this time. 
If you place images in between surrounding text, the text will be above or below, not 
beside the images. 

CAUTION: images may cause spacing weirdness. Depending on the spacing of the 
paragraph and the size of the font (every device that reads Kindle books has the 
option for readers to change the size of the text), the way your image shows up will 
change and it could cause the spacing to be weird. For example, you could have an 
image at the top of the page and a big blank space at the bottom. Any time you put 
images in a Kindle book, you have to expect this to happen.
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Legal Use of Images? 

What is legal to use in your Kindle books?

➡ Your own images are legal to use depending on where you take the photos. If you 
are at a landmark site like a national park in the US or UK, you have to pay a fee to 
use photos you take there for commercial purposes—and that includes in books. If 
you take a photo of a tree, flowers, stone wall, etc. at a national park, chances are 
no one is going to be able to tell where it was taken unless it is a very rare tree/
flower/stone, etc. and you are not going to get sued. IF you are photographing a 
recognizable landmark like the Eiffel Tower—which is copyrighted—you cannot use 
those images for commercial purposes. You have to get permission of the copyright 
holder (and usually pay) to use that photo even if you take the picture.

➡ You can use stock photography/illustrations from stock sites. All have extended 
licenses, but you don’t need that for covers or interiors of a book. The regular 
license on the largest file size should be sufficient. Check licensing agreements. 
There could be an odd site out there where you are required to buy an extended 
license to sell more than say 250 copies of your book or something like that.

➡ Purchased photo packs can be used inside your Kindle books. If you are a member 
of a site where you can download photo packs, you can use those.

➡ “Commercial” licenses from free sites. There are several sites where people make 
their photography available for free with a commercial license. That means you can 
use the image in your book and sell the book.

Attribution

When you download an image that is not your own and use it in your book, you have 
to give attribution according to the rules on the website from where you download the 
image. Normally, it is the name/handle, website. You can embed the website link in the 
text so you don’t have a big messy link.
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IMPORTANT!! 

Kindle Preview on your computer will NOT correctly show 
images. Never. ALWAYS check your .mobi file on a real Kindle 

for accuracy.



Where do you place attribution? (Choose one)

๏ On copyright page (not recommended for Kindle books unless all images are from 
the same person)

๏ after each image (interrupts reader flow in Kindle)

๏ at the end of each chapter you can make a list of for each image in that chapter; or 

๏ put a list at the end of the book listing all images in order of appearance in the book 
along with attribution information. You only have to choose one way and this is the 
best way to do it. 

Where to find the best stock images…

dreamstime.com has millions of high-quality, relatively inexpensive images. They 
require you to purchase credit packs in advance and then use credits to purchase 
images. Each image will have a different number of credits for the purchase.

BigStockPhoto.com has high quality, budget-friendly images. You can buy credit packs 
or pay for individual images

YayMicro.com has millions of images and allows you to use their images in part or 
whole for logos. No other site I know will allow this.

fotolia.com has millions of high-quality images and like Dreamstime, they require you 
to purchase credit packs.

Where to find the best FREE commercial images…

Stock.Xchng, SXC.hu is a good site but a lot of images on this site are low resolution. 
They will work for your blog but not for Kindle. Watch for 300 dpi images. When you 
do a search, there will be paid images at the top and bottom of the search results. 
Stick to images in the middle.

PhotoPin.com searches flickr.com for people who have agreed to allow their images to 
be used for free and it is one of my favorites. Make sure you check the box for 
“commercial” in your search options. If you don’t have commercial rights results in 
your search, you cannot use the images on Kindle because you are selling the Kindle 
book. You have to make sure whatever images you are using are available for 
commercial use. Be aware that this site has paid images or sponsor images that show 
up in the search.

KINDLE IN 30 CHALLENGE ©2015 KRISTEN JOY WEEK 2: PUBLISHING, PAGE !5

http://dreamstime.com
http://BigStockPhoto.com
http://YayMicro.com
http://fotolia.com
http://SXC.hu
http://PhotoPin.com
http://flickr.com


Public Domain images

Public domain images are hot. There are billions of Public Domain pictures you can 
download and use. There are numerous sites where you can get these, but here are 
my favorites:

OpenClipart.org has vector images and ,png files. They have an edit button with built-
in edit-ability on the site though its capabilities are limited.

The Public Domain Image Sites Resource Guide (pdf) is available for download in 
your members area. It has over 40 different public domain websites where you can 
get high-resolution, high-quality images. 

Week 2 Publishing Homework 

✓ Use Checklists and Worksheets

✓ Decide if you want to include images in your book or not. You don’t have to.

✓ Download the Public Domain Image Sites Resource Guide and check out additional 
training for more marketing ideas.

✓ Explore image sites — but don’t get too caught up there. It is easy to get lost 
searching around for images and it can waste a lot of your time.

✓ Don’t get stuck here if you are still writing! Go watch the Week 2 Writing training for 
great apps to help you stay focused.
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http://OpenClipart.org

