
Advent Calendar and Devotional

GIFTS OF KINDNESS



WE CAN•T WAIT FOR DECEMBER 25TH TO COME! 

Throughout the Old Testament, God's people waited excitedly for the Messiah. 
Today, we know that the Messiah has already come, that he was born two 
thousand years ago in a dusty stable in Bethlehem. But as we prepare to celebrate 
Jesus' birth on Christmas Day, we also excitedly wait, like God's people in the Old 
Testament. 

In fact, the weeks leading up to Christmas are a special time for God's people to join 
together in anticipation of Christ's birth. This time is called Advent. We at Kids 

Corner hope this "Gifts of Kindness" Advent calendar activity and devotional will 
help you not only count down the days until Christmas, but also prepare your 
hearts for the greatest of gifts, Jesus Christ. 

Every year, Advent starts four weeks before Christmas. That Sunday does not 
always fall on the same date. Advent can start as early as November 27 or as late as 
December 3, which means some years Advent can be as short as 22 day or as long 
as 28 days. Check this year's calendar to see which date Advent begins. Included in 
this Advent calendar activity are ornaments for each day of Advent (you may have 
leftover ornaments if Advent is less than 28 days) and 5 family devotionals. 

First Sunday of Advent 2020: November 29, 2020 

Each Sunday: Read the week's devotional together and reflect on the importance 
of giving kindness and serving others. On Christmas day, read the special bonus 
devotional! 

Each day: Commit to giving one "Gift of Kindness" to someone in your life. Write 
the gift of kindness on that day's ornament and hang the ornament on a string, 
your Christmas tree, or the wall. Invite your whole family to join you in giving daily 
gifts of kindness. 
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1. Print, cut out, and decorate the gifts of kindness ornaments. 

2. Each day, write down a gift of kindness you gave to someone else 

on that day’s ornament. If you need help with ideas, look at the gift 

of kindness idea lists in the weekly devotions.

3. Hang the day’s ornament on a string, your Christmas tree, or on 3. Hang the day’s ornament on a string, your Christmas tree, or on 

the wall. Watch the ornaments multiply as you get closer and closer 

to Christmas day!

Directions

DECEMBER



Family Question

Devotional

“But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast 

love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The 

Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him’” 

(Lamentations 3:21-24).

HOPE

Family Devotional 
First Sunday
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Family Question

Devotional

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 

will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of 

his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 

David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The 

zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

PEACE

Family Devotional 
Second Sunday
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Devotional

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit” 

(Galatians 5:22-25).

JOY

Family Devotional 
third Sunday
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FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 
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FOURTH SUNDAY  

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one another" 
(John 13:34-35). 

DEVOTIONAL 

Waiting is hard. But often it can make the time go faster if you do something while 
you wait. What if you were told to love while you waited? Would that make the time 
go faster? People usually think of love as a feeling. Did you ever think of love as an 
action? Well, God's love is active! 

In John 13, Jesus told his disciples that he would soon be going into heaven and that 
they would have to wait for him to return. But Jesus gave his followers something to 
practice while they waited: loving one another with the same love that he had 
shown them. Jesus' love is a self-sacrificing love that puts others' needs first. It's not 
just a feeling; it's a love that acts! It touches people, heals them, feeds them, com
forts them, cries with them, washes their feet, and even dies for them. That is a dif
ficult kind of love! The Holy Spirit gives you this kind of active love as one of the 
"Fruits of the Spirit." Sharing that gift shows people that you are followers of Jesus. 

Advent has been a time of waiting. But while you waited, you loved others by shar
ing your gifts of kindness. You practiced the job Jesus gave to his disciples: to love 
one another! You did something! You put hope, peace, and joy into action! Christ
mas is tomorrow, but we are still waiting for Jesus to come back, so there is plenty 
of time to fill with love. What are your waiting for? 

FAMILY QUESTION 

Jesus loved people that were outcasts in his society. He touched those that others 
forgot or looked down on. Who does our society forget or ignore? How can you 
show them the active love of God? 
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Devotional

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” 

(John 3:16).

Family Devotional 
for December 25th

Christmas Day
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