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Overview 

Writing history is a complex endeavor. Primary sources 
frequently include factual errors due to the author s
beliefs and imperfect memory. Sensitive documents are 
altered or go missing. Socio-political context and 
culture often influence how people perceive the events 
they write about. Thus, we must question the 
objectivity of any written history. What is the 
document s purpose How is the history used ho
benefits from it, and who is left out of consideration? In 
this book from 1944, Hart challenges readers to 
evaluate history objectively, for future progress 
depends on making decisions informed by the past.  

“Hart wrote this little book about military matters, but its
arguments can be extended much more broadly, in fact, to 

all facets of human life that make use of an accurate 
knowledge of what went before.” 

The Value of History 

“[History] provides us with the opportunity to profit 
by the stumbles & tumbles of our forerunners.” 

History cuts through all the abstract theory about life, 
and teaches us lessons from what actually happened. 
We can use history to: 

1. Explain what happened, and why, building causal 
relationships between events. 

2. Learn from successes and failures across time and 
space to help develop a global perspective. 

3. Study all facets of human civilization from both 
broad and specific angles. 

Studying military history can benefit soldiers and 
civilians alike. For soldiers, it reinforces training and 
mental development. For civilians, they can apply 
lessons from military history to their daily decision-
making processes. Yet military studies are often faulted 
by suggesting that war has a mind of its own, which 
removes personal responsibility and accountability. 

Explorations / Treatment of History  

Historical documents and literature provide unique 
challenges we must consider: 

x Primary sources may contain missing, forged, or 
altered material  there are many incentives to 
change official records or provide faulty info.  

x Secondary sources are prone to inaccurate 
interpretations with such an overwhelming 
amount of information from which to draw. 

Historians must ascertain fact from fiction, while 
striking a balance between science and art; dry factual 
work is boring while subjective work merits suspicion. 

Thus far, studying war has been unhelpful in 
preventing future conflicts because we ve gone about it 
too subjectively. To learn from previous mistakes, we 
must consider historical events with a critical eye and 
analyze the facts scientifically. We cannot let personal 
prejudices obstruct knowledge. Using a broad scope is 
the best approach. Looking at the big picture from 
many different angles is necessary, as crucial events 
often result from seemingly insignificant instances. 

“Truth may not be absolute, but it is certain that we are
likely to come nearest to it if we search for it in a purely 

scientific spirit and analyze the facts with a complete 
detachment from all loyalties save that to truth itself.” 

Obstructions To Truth  

Progress in society is only possible by willingly 
acknowledging harsh truths about the past and present. 
Inaction lets evils persist; we evade responsibility by 
ignoring things. Falsified history often conceals 
mistakes and safeguards corrupt institutions.  

People with authority regularly wield their power to 
twist the truth when they value personal success above 
integrity, or when blindly devoted to a particular cause. 
Humanitarian atrocities are often covered-up when 
high-ranking military officials contort the truth. 


