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Overview 

Felix Dennis was the founder of Maxim magazine and earned 
approximately $750 million in his lifetime. This book expands 
upon the concepts in How to Get Rich and offers more 
detailed specific advice. It’s undoubtedly challenging to
become truly wealthy (over $100 million). But if you have the 
commitment, can face your fear of failure, and stare down 
those who secretly wish you’ll fail, then success is inevitable. 

(Editor’s note: This book consisted of 88 tiny chapters, and we felt 
that our subscribers would benefit more from not breaking this 
summary into separate chapters, as is typically our policy.) 

“The getting of money may be a silly
game, but it is a game with serious rules” 

Firstly, fully understand your motives for becoming 
rich. Once you understand your own motivations and 
have good health (coupled with average intelligence), 
with enough of a commitment you will become rich. 
You can simulate things like self-confidence if 
necessary, but tenacity and commitment are necessary. 

Good health will give you the necessary stamina. Based 
on personal experience and observation (the author 
made $750 million), if you truly commit and are willing 
to fail, nothing can stop you. Self-belief is important, 
but tenacity trumps all. With enough tenacity, you’ll
eventually succeed so who cares about the odds? It 
doesn’t have to be a glamorous venture; what if you
started a landfill company to become rich? There is 
always fresh capital around new markets, looking for a 
home, and a rising tide can help hide startup risks. 

Can you bear the humiliation if you fail? Do you care 
what your neighbors think? Do you care that your 
family “worries” about you? If you want to become
rich, you must cut loose from everyone. Cut loose from 
friends, parents, and especially negative people who 
talk about the foolishness or selfishness of becoming 
rich. “They yearn for the familiarity and sense of false
security” of a stable job. They may claim you are taking 

a dangerous path, or they may secretly fear you 
succeeding showcasing their own lack of courage. 

If you work for others for too long with a comfortable 
salary, you’ll eventually lose the drive of ambition. If
you are going to become rich, stay on the right side of 
the law, but other than that do whatever it takes. The 
tiger on your ankle is your ambition; set it loose. 

“Compulsion trumps desire in two ways:
intensity and longevity.” 

Anyone can dream, but few have the commitment 
necessary to succeed (and yet with such a level of 
commitment, success is inevitable). You must be 
disciplined and able to withstand hardship. The only 
way this grueling marathon is endurable is to believe 
(without any shred of doubt) that you’ll reach the finish
line. It’s a “narrow, lonely road to riches.” Others will 
desert you, and when that happens you must know 
deep in your heart that you’ll succeed at any cost. 

You don’t have to be an accountant, but ensure you
monitor cashflow carefully. With good cashflow, your 
company can withstand most hardships, or at least 
have enough time to handle them. Without it, panic will 
ensue. Keep costs low: don’t overstaff, get cheap
furniture, and fly economy. Do you really need to hire 
that person at the start? You must be confident she will 
improve your revenue 7-10 times her base salary. Don’t
reinforce failure; notice when a failure occurred, and 
don’t fall in love with a project. Be ready to abandon it
if necessary. 

Never skimp on talent. The only talent you really need 
is to be able to identify and hire other talented people. 
Talented employees might not even require much 
money; sometimes they just crave new opportunities, 
challenges, or the chance to prove themselves. And 
remember that although talent is the foundation for 
your future riches, it’s also replaceable. The engineers 


