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Overview 

“The inferior man s reasons for hating knowledge are not
hard to discern. He hates it because it is complex - because 
it puts an unbearable burden on his meager capacity for 
taking in ideas. Thus his search is always for short cuts.” 

             - H.L. Mencken 

Felix Dennis is the founder of Maxim magazine and 
ended up making close to a billion dollars in his 
lifetime. While his book How To Make Money (click here 
for our summary) contains the nuts-and-bolts of 
becoming rich, this book was meant as an anti-self-help 
book. To get rich you will have to sacrifice a lot. Your 
family and friends won’t understand, you’ll be down
on your luck while your peers are making a nice steady 
paycheck, and you won’t know if it’s worth it. ut if
you heed the lessons here, you will be able to catapult 
your success to extreme levels of wealth. Harness the 
fear of failure for your own advantage, learn how to 
deal with people who subconsciously hold you back 
due to their own cowardice, and learn how to get rich! 

“The key, I think, is confidence. Confidence and an unshakable 
belief it can be done and that you are the one to do it. Tunnel 
vision helps. Being a bit of a shit helps. A thick skin helps. 
Stamina is crucial, as is a capacity to work so hard that your 
best friends mock you, your lovers despair, and the rest of your 
acquaintances watch furtively from the sidelines, half in awe 
and half in contempt.” 

Intro. How Rich? 

The lessons in this book will not make you “ ill ates
rich”. People like that who make tens of billions of
dollars have an instinctual drive for growing an empire, 
would most likely would not sell their companies for 
anything less than a billion, and have an extremely high 
amount of zeal for their businesses. However, this book 
will teach you how to get rich enough to never ever look 
at the price tag of anything you want in life. It can 
undoubtedly catapult you to the hundreds of millions 
of dollars level if you pay close attention. 

PART 1. REASONS NOT TO GET RICH 

Chapter 1. Pole Positions 

There are 3 types of people who read this book: 

1. “Young, Penniless and Inexperienced?”: This person is 
young, poor, and hungry. This person has nothing 
to lose. Nobody bothered to tell them that it can’t
be done. And regardless, they were too busy 
proving wrong those who were telling them such 
things. This person has two huge advantages: 
unending stamina and time on their side. 

2. “Slightly etter Off and On the Way Up?”: Those who 
are settling into a stable job will undoubtedly fear 
losing what they already have. While they have 
tremendous leverage to quit, few capitalize on this. 
They are starting to become addicted to the heroin 
drip of a stable salary. But there is still hope for 
them! They must learn to balance courageous 
boldness with unnecessary recklessness. 

3. “Senior Manager or Professional?”: These people are 
well-established in their careers and will most 
likely never become rich. They are full wage slaves 
and will rarely take the plunge into 
entrepreneurship – they have too much to lose and 
are too comfortable. If you are here, find a co-
founder who is young, hungry, and fearless. 

Chapter 2. A Million to One 

In all honesty, the odds of getting rich are very low. It 
will consume your waking hours, as potent as any drug 
known to man. And once you do become rich, you’ll
likely spend some of your health, time, and money on 
narcotics, debauchery, and alcohol. If you’re honest
with yourself, money is just an addiction you’re fueling.  

ut at the end of the day, it doesn’t really matter what
the odds are. If you’re going to avoid entrepreneurship, 
you won’t get rich anyway. nd if you are determined 
to get rich, you’ll eventually find a way regardless of
the odds, so the odds do not really matter. 


