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Overview 

This book describes how us Homo sapiens will begin to 
engineer ourselves into Homo deus via intentional 
manipulation of our biology and environment. It 
describes how religion emerged to give meaning to our 
lives, which science seems to be in perpetual conflict 
with. It describes new techno-religions built around 
data and bionics, which may slowly emerge as we begin 
worshiping ourselves more than our gods. It offers 
possibilities for the future, as well as dire warnings. 

“And having raised humanity above the beastly level of
survival struggles, we will now aim to upgrade humans 

into gods, and turn Homo sapiens into Homo deus.” 

Introduction. The New Human Agenda 

Until recently, famine, plague, and war were integral 
parts of existence. Past humans turned to prayer and 
came up with cosmic stories to make sense of their 
dismal circumstances. Today, science ensures that few 
starve, diseases no longer spread, and international 
peace is established. Today, more people die of obesity-
related diseases than from starvation; more from old 
age than of infectious diseases. And nuclear weapons 
have turned war into a guaranteed “collective suicide.”
What used to be unavoidable tragedies are now simply 
challenges to overcome. Perhaps even death itself. 

Past cultures were united behind the belief of an other-
worldly existence. Today we focus on the sanctity of life 
on earth. Our collective goal has shifted from securing 
rewards in the afterlife, to improving and lengthening 
our current lives. Most deaths are now simply 
considered preventable technical failures. Modern 
medicine has doubled the average life expectancy and 
will one day regenerate (and perhaps even upgrade) 
decayed tissue, leading to an immortal “bionic human”
whose parts are continuously replaced as they rust. 

And yet we must also learn how to be happy, which is 
both psychological (influenced by expectations versus 

reality) and physical (influenced by external 
sensations). Temporary pleasurable sensations only 
evolved to ensure our survival, not our happiness, and 
thus are not built for long-term happiness. And yet 
while “good” drugs exist, the pursuit of pleasurable 
drugs is the #1 cause of crime. Let us remember what 
the Buddha taught: “The pursuit of pleasant sensations
is in fact the very root of suffering.” There’s no point
pursuing something so ephemeral like pleasure. 

Instead of psychological engineering, Homo deus will 
likely follow one of 3 paths: 

1. Biological engineering will dismiss evolution as 
we engineer our own genes, neurons, hormones. 

2. Cyborg engineering will merge the organic with 
the inorganic, such as bionic hands or artificial eyes. 

3. The engineering of non-organic beings, such as 
intelligent software, will allow humans to occupy 
both “virtual and non-virtual worlds.” 

In the midst of all of this, we venture to ask: At what 
point has Homo sapiens become Homo deus? For progress 
is inevitable lest society collapse. And throwing Homo 
sapiens to the wayside may seem harsh, but history has 
never been fair. In a world of superhumans, some will 
inevitably be left behind whilst the elites continually 
reach for more godlike power and eternal youth. 

PART 1. HOMO SAPIENS CONQUERS THE WORLD 

The Anthropocene 

“With regard to other animals, 
humans have long since become gods.” 

Ancient hunter-gatherers lived in harmony with 
nature, and thus did not view themselves as superior. 
They were likely “animists”, believing in every living
creature’s spirit. The Agricultural Revolution coincided
with the rise of theistic (i.e. “god-centered”) religions,
which justified the exploitation of animals. And since 
then, the world has been mainly populated by humans 


