
                                 Student Name: _____________________________________________________________  

Use the features below to identify three trees found on the Piti Guns trail. Check the boxes of the features you find. 

Scientific Name:  
Spathodea campanulata 

Scientific Name: 
Swietenia marcrophylla 

Scientific Name: 
Morinda citrifolia 

Common Name: 
African Tulip 

Common Name: 
Mahogany 

Common Name: 
Ladda / Noni 

Features Features Features 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Once you have identified all three trees. Count how many of them you see on Piti Guns trail. Write the number below. 
Then, answer the questions at the bottom of the worksheet. 

   

 
Africa Tulips are not native to Guam. 
They are invasive. Invasive organisms 
that takes over an area and endanger 
native or endemic species. 
 

Mahogany came to Guam by man that 
makes it an introduced species, but 
they are not invasive. 

Ladda are native to Guam. That 
means they arrived on Guam without 
human interference. 

. 

 

1.  Circle the type of tree that you found the most of.         Native            Non-native           Invasive 
 

2.  What conclusions can you draw from your survey?  _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Native or Not Survey 
 

Number of  
African Tulips found:    _______ 
 

Number of  
Mahogany found:     _______ 
 

Number of  
Ladda found:            _______ 
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Teacher directions: Identify listed native, non-native, and invasive trees at the Piti Guns. Once you’re able to identify each 
tree, count the how many you see on the trail. After you have counted the tress, answer the questions at the bottom of the 
worksheet. Print both sides of this worksheet for reference Once students are finished with their survey, discuss the history of 
each tree and their nativity.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Scientific name: Spathodea 
campanulata 

Scientific name: Swietenia 
macrophylla 

Scientific name: Morinda citrifolia 

Common name: African Tulip Common name: Mahogany Common name: Ladda/ Noni 

History 
The African Tulip(Spathodea Campa 
nulata) is native to most tropical regions 
of Africa. They are an invasive species 
on Guam.  It’s flower buds are filled with 
water, and when poked can be used as 
water guns, earning the tree the 
nickname “fountain tree”. African Tulips 
can grow from the roots of mature 
trees, even after the tree is removed. 
This quality makes them very durable 
and difficult to get rid of. On Guam, they 
are considered an invasive species.  

History 
The Big-leaf Mahogany (Swietenia 
macrophylla) is a hardwood tree 
native to South America. They are 
an introduced species on Guam, but 
are not invasive. It is the most 
commonly harvested mahogany 
tree. 
208 Mahogany were introduced to 
Piti Guns in 1928 to replace 
exhausted native hardwoods. 
Mahogany has not spread outside of 
the Piti Guns area and is not 
considered an invasive species on 
Guam.   

History 
Ladda (Morinda citrifolia) is a 
native tree found on Guam. Its 
roots have a yellow pigment and 
it’s bark has a red pigment that can 
be used as a dye. The fruit of the 
Ladda is believed by some to have 
medicinal properties. When ripe, 
the fruit emits a foul smell.  
Ladda seeds can float on seawater, 
which may be one of the reasons 
why they’re so widespread. 

1. Circle the type of tree you found the most of         Native          Non-native          Invasive  
Answers will vary depending upon survey data. 
2. What conclusion can you draw from your survey?  
Answers will vary depending upon survey data. Possible answers include, but are not limited to: there are more 
non-native trees found on the trail than native trees; some trees grow faster; some trees are hardier; some trees 
are more resistant to pests; some trees grow differently; etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Native or Not Survey 
Answer Sheet 
 

The Guam Tree Snail (Partula radiolata) is 
endemic to Guam and endangered. Because it is 
endangered, both the snail and its habitat are 
protected.  If you see one, marvel at its 
cuteness but don’t disturb it! 

This publication was 
provided by: 
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