






































I President's Corner I
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP TO GOLD STAR MOTHERS 

I have often heard remakrs, 
comments and questions similar 
to the following made by people 
outside our association - "Pearl 
Harbor Survivors, who are they?" 
- "What do they do?" - "Your
organization really has no reason
to exist." - "What do you hope
to accomplish?" - "What is your
purpose?" - "Never heard of the
outfit". Does this sound familiar
to you? Certainly it does. We know
lhe answers. They do not. To us,
questions and comments of this
type border somewhat on the ridi
diculous side even though they
are made by someone outside our
organization. Obviously these peo
ple are not familiar with the Pearl
Harbor Survivors Association. With
t hcse of us to whom PHSA has
literally become a way of life this
type of thing comes as a rather
shattering bit of news.

Could it be that we are all a 
little guilty in not taking advant
age of every possible opportunity 
to publicize our association and 
make it known what we stand for? 
A likely circumstance. It is also 
likely that cur efforts are and have 
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been looked at askance by some 
so-called "intellectuals" who 
would have us believe that 
Americanism is a dirty word -
that patriotism is old fashioned -
that love of country is idealistic. 
These same "intellectuals" are 
the ones who wear a patch of our 
country's colors on the seat of his 
pants, uses the flag as seat covers 
in his automobile and carries 
"Old Glory" upside down in pro
test demonstrations. In fact, the 
intellectual level of these people 
are on a par with the guy who 
dumps the manure in the living 
room to keep the flies out of the 
kitchen. 

There is a saying that goes 
something like this - ''faith rises 
where reason sinks exhausted". 
- Reason tells us that our path
may be difficult at times, but faith
backed by individual effort and
practical application of our aims .
and objectives assures us of ac- ·
complishment. There is no doubt
that every survivor believes this
simple truth. Is it not strange that
these pseudo-intellectuals who 1 

would tear our country apart at 

At a recent meeting of the Howard E. Brannon Chapter, Phoenix, 

Arizona, honorary membership cards were presented to two Gold Star 

Mothers who lost their sons aboard the USS Arizona on December 7, 
1941. In the photo (left to right): chapter president Guy D. Tufts (USS 
California); Mrs. Laura White, Gold Star Mother of Miami, Arizona; 

Mrs. Loreane McMIiian, Gold Star Mother of Thatcher, Arizona; and 

Third District Director Steve J. Pechac (USS California). 

the seams are so smart they are 
being squashed by only a half doz
en words - and the Pearl Harbor 
Survivors Association? 

We are going to be around for 

a long, long time and I would hate 

to see our "intellectual" friends 
go to their graves not knowing 
what it is that inspires us to be
lieve in Americanism, be patriotic 
and love our country so zealously. 
The answer is simple - we are 
survivors! 
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