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President's Corner

National President E. Raymond
Glover's address - delivered at
Punchbowl Cemetery, Honolulu,
Hawaii, December 7, 1971.
"Our comrades and shipmates of
years gone by, who lie here be
neath our feet in eternal rest and
peace, could they but speak, would
surely say welcome to us. We pray
to our Maker, that through His
power. they hear our words and
prayers. At this very moment,
thirty years ago, we who are as
sembled here today, learned for
the first time and our heroes to
whom we pay homage here and
now, learned for the last time the
brutality of war.
Man travels through the sea and
through the air almost as if these
elements were his natural environ
ments. His technical and scientific
skills and knowledge propel him
through space at mind boggling
speed and distance and he reaches
for the stars and beyond. Yet here
on his own planet he is seeming
ly incapable of resisting an act
that is savage in concept and tra
gic in consequence to himself and
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his fellow man. Thirty years ago
our enemies made sudden and bar
baric bid to wrest from our great
America our envied possessions of
freedom and peace. The identity of
our enemies of thirty years ago is
today of little or no consequence to
us. What is meaningful is the act
that was perpetrated upon us by
the coalition of the forces of tyran
ny and dictatorship, and sad to
note gained impetus through decep
tion and treachery.
It is said upon that day by one
who was not totally convinced of
the wisdom of that bid that all we
have done is arouse a sleeping
giant. Once upon a time our giant
was asleep and was awakened at
the crashing of bombs and the cries
of his children being sacrificed up
on the altar of war. The giant was
aroused and when he awoke he
roared his defiance in challenge to
his enemies and assaulted the bas
tions and gained their forts.
He must not be allowed to sleep
again. He is not a machine or a
robot to be awakened by the push
of a button or the whine of a bullet.

Our giant is the spirit of Ameri
ca and Americans and this spirit
is an heritage handed down to us
over the last 350 years.
It is the spirit of great states
men and patriots, and the firey
eloquence of Patrick Henry who
spoke so briJliantly for the United
States and our Constitutuion, and
even Daniel Webster who out
talked the devil to save the soul of
his neighbor, Jabez Stone, from
eternal hell.
Our giant is the spirit of all who
died defending our country in the
years before our time and in our
time. This spirit shall not sleep
again and our association is living
reminder that it will not.
The Pearl Harbor Survivors As
sociation is dedicated to keep alive
the memory of those who perished
during the attack of December 7,
1941, and to aid in protecting our
nation from all of her enemies,
whether from within or without.
Our observance of the 30th An
niversary of the attack on Pearl
Harbor and other military instal
lations on this Island on December
7, 1941, is a significant contribu
tion in our efforts to keep before
the American public the terrible
price of apathy and unprepared
ness. Let us hope our message is
clear."
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