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Life Groups exist at Kingsway to provide authentic relationships for the life application 

of the Core 4 elements of worship, grow, serve, and share. 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him….” – Paul 

(Romans 8:28) 

When you think of Wally, “the Beave,” and the rest of the Cleavers, what comes to mind? 

What about the Huxtables? 

We tend to assume that the best family is the perfect family, and yet we often struggle when 

we compare our own families to the idealized image of perfection in our mind’s eye. Our 

family seems to have more in common with the Simpsons than with the Cleavers. 

The fact is, there is no “normal” when it comes to families. Each family possesses a certain 

culture that has been influenced by genetics, shared experiences, joys, and pain. And because 

of this, every family is different. 

So, what happens when the family portrait has been marred? Whether it be a death in the 

family, divorce, betrayal, teenage rebellion, abandonment, or simply the struggle to push 

forward through the muck of the fallen human condition, every family experiences 

breakdowns. If anything could be considered “normal”, that’s it. 

Discussion: 

This morning’s lesson comes out of Pastor Matt’s sermon in which he highlights the life of 

Joseph to illustrate how God uses every family to accomplish His good purposes. Let’s 

consider the life of Joseph for a few minutes. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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of the Core 4 elements of worship, grow, serve, and share. 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him….” – Paul 

(Romans 8:28) 

When you think of Wally, “the Beave,” and the rest of the Cleavers, what comes to mind? 

What about the Huxtables? 

We tend to assume that the best family is the perfect family, and yet we often struggle when 

we compare our own families to the idealized image of perfection in our mind’s eye. Our 

family seems to have more in common with the Simpsons than with the Cleavers. 

The fact is, there is no “normal” when it comes to families. Each family possesses a certain 

culture that has been influenced by genetics, shared experiences, joys, and pain. And because 

of this, every family is different. 

So, what happens when the family portrait has been marred? Whether it be a death in the 

family, divorce, betrayal, teenage rebellion, abandonment, or simply the struggle to push 

forward through the muck of the fallen human condition, every family experiences 

breakdowns. If anything could be considered “normal”, that’s it. 

Discussion: 

This morning’s lesson comes out of Pastor Matt’s sermon in which he highlights the life of 

Joseph to illustrate how God uses every family to accomplish His good purposes. Let’s 

consider the life of Joseph for a few minutes. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 
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Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    
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can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 
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difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 
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Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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of the Core 4 elements of worship, grow, serve, and share. 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him….” – Paul 

(Romans 8:28) 

When you think of Wally, “the Beave,” and the rest of the Cleavers, what comes to mind? 

What about the Huxtables? 

We tend to assume that the best family is the perfect family, and yet we often struggle when 

we compare our own families to the idealized image of perfection in our mind’s eye. Our 

family seems to have more in common with the Simpsons than with the Cleavers. 

The fact is, there is no “normal” when it comes to families. Each family possesses a certain 

culture that has been influenced by genetics, shared experiences, joys, and pain. And because 

of this, every family is different. 

So, what happens when the family portrait has been marred? Whether it be a death in the 

family, divorce, betrayal, teenage rebellion, abandonment, or simply the struggle to push 

forward through the muck of the fallen human condition, every family experiences 

breakdowns. If anything could be considered “normal”, that’s it. 

Discussion: 

This morning’s lesson comes out of Pastor Matt’s sermon in which he highlights the life of 

Joseph to illustrate how God uses every family to accomplish His good purposes. Let’s 

consider the life of Joseph for a few minutes. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  
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Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 
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redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 
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comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 



 3

It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 
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Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 
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being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 
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be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 
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comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 



 3

It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him….” – Paul 

(Romans 8:28) 

When you think of Wally, “the Beave,” and the rest of the Cleavers, what comes to mind? 

What about the Huxtables? 

We tend to assume that the best family is the perfect family, and yet we often struggle when 

we compare our own families to the idealized image of perfection in our mind’s eye. Our 

family seems to have more in common with the Simpsons than with the Cleavers. 

The fact is, there is no “normal” when it comes to families. Each family possesses a certain 

culture that has been influenced by genetics, shared experiences, joys, and pain. And because 

of this, every family is different. 

So, what happens when the family portrait has been marred? Whether it be a death in the 

family, divorce, betrayal, teenage rebellion, abandonment, or simply the struggle to push 

forward through the muck of the fallen human condition, every family experiences 

breakdowns. If anything could be considered “normal”, that’s it. 

Discussion: 

This morning’s lesson comes out of Pastor Matt’s sermon in which he highlights the life of 

Joseph to illustrate how God uses every family to accomplish His good purposes. Let’s 

consider the life of Joseph for a few minutes. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 
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Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—
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each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 
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Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 
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God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 
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is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    
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Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him….” – Paul 
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We tend to assume that the best family is the perfect family, and yet we often struggle when 

we compare our own families to the idealized image of perfection in our mind’s eye. Our 

family seems to have more in common with the Simpsons than with the Cleavers. 

The fact is, there is no “normal” when it comes to families. Each family possesses a certain 

culture that has been influenced by genetics, shared experiences, joys, and pain. And because 

of this, every family is different. 

So, what happens when the family portrait has been marred? Whether it be a death in the 

family, divorce, betrayal, teenage rebellion, abandonment, or simply the struggle to push 

forward through the muck of the fallen human condition, every family experiences 

breakdowns. If anything could be considered “normal”, that’s it. 

Discussion: 

This morning’s lesson comes out of Pastor Matt’s sermon in which he highlights the life of 

Joseph to illustrate how God uses every family to accomplish His good purposes. Let’s 

consider the life of Joseph for a few minutes. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 



 2

The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    
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Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 
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working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 
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difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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Life Groups exist at Kingsway to provide authentic relationships for the life application 

of the Core 4 elements of worship, grow, serve, and share. 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him….” – Paul 

(Romans 8:28) 

When you think of Wally, “the Beave,” and the rest of the Cleavers, what comes to mind? 

What about the Huxtables? 

We tend to assume that the best family is the perfect family, and yet we often struggle when 

we compare our own families to the idealized image of perfection in our mind’s eye. Our 

family seems to have more in common with the Simpsons than with the Cleavers. 

The fact is, there is no “normal” when it comes to families. Each family possesses a certain 

culture that has been influenced by genetics, shared experiences, joys, and pain. And because 

of this, every family is different. 

So, what happens when the family portrait has been marred? Whether it be a death in the 

family, divorce, betrayal, teenage rebellion, abandonment, or simply the struggle to push 

forward through the muck of the fallen human condition, every family experiences 

breakdowns. If anything could be considered “normal”, that’s it. 

Discussion: 

This morning’s lesson comes out of Pastor Matt’s sermon in which he highlights the life of 

Joseph to illustrate how God uses every family to accomplish His good purposes. Let’s 

consider the life of Joseph for a few minutes. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, and from the beginning he was one of Jacob’s 

most cherished sons. As we might imagine, this privileged position invited jealousy and 

hatred among his brothers and started Joseph on a path that would be fraught with hardship. 

God eventually redeemed Joseph’s life, but not until after he had been thrown into a well, 

sold into slavery, falsely accused of adultery, and forgotten in prison for over two years. And 

this sordid journey started because of the family dynamics in Joseph’s family. 

Q:: Read Genesis 37:1-11. What family dynamics were at work in the relationships  

      between Joseph, his father, and his brothers? Why is this significant? 

 

“God Uses Cracked Pots”: 

Nationally-known speaker, Patsy Clairmont often remarks, “God uses cracked pots.” She 

often uses this theme to emphasize the fact that we don’t have to be perfect to be used by 

God. 



 2

The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba? If you were to study the family dynamics in the lives of 

each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 

Q:: Why does the genealogy mention each of these particular women? 

Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 

Most often, it’s when we’re faced with adversity. 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 
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The truth is, God doesn’t need us at all to carry out His plan in the world. If He did need us, 

then He wouldn’t be the perfectly capable, all-powerful God that we know Him to be. And 

yet, He chooses to use fallen human beings—“cracked pots”—in special ways to accomplish 

His purposes. 

One of the best examples of this foundational truth can be found in the genealogy of Jesus. 

Have you ever wondered why the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 mentions four women—
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each of these women you would uncover everything from incest to prostitution to adultery. 

The sordid lives of these women seem to fit better on an episode of Jerry Springer than in the 

pages of Scripture. 
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Q:: What might that reveal to us about God? And, about ourselves? 

 

God’s Plan B for Righting the World: 

“You intended to harm to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives.” – Joseph, to his brothers (Gen. 50:20) 

God’s original blueprint for our planet involved life in the most beautiful garden imaginable, 

combined with a perfect, intimate relationship with the Creator of the Universe. What could 

be better than that? But then, we human beings brought about the Fall through our willful 

disobedience to the commands of God. 

We have been marred ever since. And not just humanity, but all of God’s creation was 

affected by our sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We are damaged goods, unable in our own strength to 

set things right. So, God came up with Plan B, the most seemingly-illogical plan of 

redemption ever conceived. God Himself would come to earth and save the day for us. 

Imagine that! 

Q:: Why was that plan of redemption the only plan that could truly work (Psalm 49:7-9)? 

Q:: What is your reaction to God’s Plan B? 

Despite God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, the effects of the Fall linger. Life is still hard. 

And yet, God is continuing to carry out His redemption of the world, and He uses us to do 

it. 

God had a specific mission for Joseph, and truth be told, Joseph needed to experience the 

crucible of pain and difficulty to be equipped for the challenges which lay ahead of him. This 

is a difficult concept for many people to grasp. We assume that life should be easy and 

comfortable. But if we were honest, when do we experience the greatest growth in our lives? 
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It is the mature Christian who recognizes the immeasurable value that comes with difficult 

seasons in life. And if one is truly seeking to conform more to the likeness of Christ, one 

comes to a place where he/she chooses to embrace the pain as a gift from God. 

Joseph came to this point in his own life. Life had been good at the beginning. He was in a 

privileged position, often receiving special treatment from his father. And things were better 

still at the end of his life. Through it all, he came to recognize that the intervening years were 

how God shaped him to be able to fulfill the role to which God had called him, “the saving 

of many lives” including the very lives of those who had harmed him the most. This paints a 

similar picture to what Jesus Himself did on the cross.    

 

Application: 

Joseph came to love his brothers, despite what they had done to him earlier in his life. We 

can imagine that this was probably not an easy place to come to. And yet, it was God 

working through him to bring about the redemption and restoration of his family. 

If your family is “normal,” then you have presumably experienced a variety of significant 

breakdowns, perhaps some that are similar to Joseph’s experience. But God is in the 

redemption business. And He wants to use you and your family to make a Kingdom 

difference. The challenging question is, “Will you allow Him to work in and through your 

dysfunction to carry out His purposes?” 

Q:: What can we learn from the story of Joseph and his family? 

Q:: What are some of the breakdowns in a family that might seem to hold a person back  

       from being available to God? 

Q:: In what way(s) might God be able to redeem those dynamics in order to use them for  

      good? 

Q:: What can you do to make yourself more available to what God wants to do through  

       your life and family experiences? 


