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Life Groups exist at Kingsway to provide authentic relationships for the life application of the 

Core 4 elements of worship, grow, serve, and share. 
 

Thinking Broadly: 
 

Occasionally God uses everyday symbols to teach us deeper realities or truths.  For example, the Old 

Testament sacrificial system pointed forward thousands of years to the sacrifice Christ offered on the cross—

the book of Hebrews drives home this fact repeatedly (read    Hebrews 9:1Hebrews 9:1Hebrews 9:1Hebrews 9:1----14141414 as an example). 
 

QQQQ:  Can you recall other times in Scripture where God uses tangible symbols to point us to a deeper reality or truth?   
 

This may be a difficult exercise, especially if you’re new to the Bible, but thinking through the question will 

prove well worth your time.  Take five minutes to brainstorm as many possibilities as come to mind (if 

helpful, brainstorm in groups of 2-3). 
 

You may have come up with examples such as: 

• Manna pointed to Jesus as “the bread of life” (Exodus 16; John 6:32-40) 

• The bronze serpent pointed to the cross (Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:13-16) 

• Abraham and the nation of Israel pointed to the Church (Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 28:18-20) 

If the above examples are unfamiliar, take a moment to read aloud the passages provided. 

On rare occasions, God uses the life of an individual person as an object lesson.  He incorporated this practice 

most often with the Old Testament prophets.  For example, one of the most heart-wrenching passages in the 

Bible involves the prophet Ezekiel and a member of his immediate family.  Read Ezekiel 2Ezekiel 2Ezekiel 2Ezekiel 24:154:154:154:15----27272727.  

QQQQ:  Why do you think that God occasionally goes to such lengths to teach us a message? 

Understanding Hosea: 

The book of Hosea offers another example of God using the life of an individual to illustrate a point.  In a 

sense it’s not a story about Hosea and Gomer; instead, it’s a story about the relationship between God and 

His people. 

The basic thrust of the book is explained in the second verse.  Read Hosea 1:2Hosea 1:2Hosea 1:2Hosea 1:2. 

 

After only two verses we learn that Gomer stands as a symbol of Israel’s unfaithfulness towards God, and by 

contrast Hosea serves as a symbol of God’s faithfulness towards His people.  Even when Gomer wanders back 

into prostitution (after three kids and several years of marriage) Hosea goes after her.  Read Hosea 3:1Hosea 3:1Hosea 3:1Hosea 3:1----5555. 

 

QQQQ:  Would you have had the strength to act as Hosea did? 

Q:Q:Q:Q: Would you describe Hosea’s actions “faithfulness” or “stupidity”? 

Q:Q:Q:Q: How would you define faithfulness?  If it helps, give examples of faithful people you know. 



Ironically, chapter 3 is the last we read of Hosea and Gomer.  The Bible gives no indication how their story 

turns out:  Did they live happily ever after?  Did Gomer remain faithful?  Did she fall into her old ways?  What 

happened to their children?   

Clearly the outcome of their marriage is not the point of the book.  The point, rather, is that when we wander 

from God, He pursues us!   Read Hosea 14:1Hosea 14:1Hosea 14:1Hosea 14:1----9999.   

The open-ended nature of the Hosea-Gomer story and God’s final plea in chapter 14 leaves the door open for 

us as readers to determine, “how the story ends.”  Did Gomer remain faithful to Hosea?  God doesn’t tell us, 

but we know she had the opportunity.  And as readers, we recognize that we too have the opportunity to 

return to our graceful God and live in a faithful relationship with Him. 

When we extend the Hosea-Gomer illustration, we recognize that our sin is not simply “unfaithfulness” 

towards God, but the equivalent of spiritual adultery.    

QQQQ:  What emotions or thoughts do you experience when you think about sin as spiritual adultery? 

Some of the worst ways we commit adultery against God is by corrupting His blessings.  Read Hosea 8:11Hosea 8:11Hosea 8:11Hosea 8:11----

13 13 13 13 and    10:110:110:110:1----2222. 

These passages explain that Israel had taken God’s altars, laws, offerings, and monetary blessings and used 

them in ways that did not honor Him. 

QQQQ:  This is difficult to answer, even to consider, but have you corrupted any of God’s blessings?  Family?  Church?   

      Word?  Prayer?  Job?  Time?  Resources?  What good gifts have turned into an opportunity for sin? 

Final Application: 

When we are unfaithful, God remains faithful—that’s the promise of Hosea.  The book contains little if any 

frills, thrills, or miracles; simply a constant reminder of God’s unchanging character.  In fact, the word used 

throughout the book to describe God’s attitude towards His people is the Hebrew word, hesedhesedhesedhesed.  

 The English language doesn’t have an appropriate equivalent.   

Hesed basically means unbending devotion + an act of will + tangible action.   

Hesed includes both love and discipline.  The book of Hosea is often remembered for its famous chapters on 

God’s love (see 2:142:142:142:14----23; 11:123; 11:123; 11:123; 11:1----12121212), but it contains even more chapters on God’s discipline (see chapters 4444----10, 10, 10, 10, 

12121212----13131313). 

That’s because God’s hesed—His steadfast devotion and faithfulness—refuses to leave us in our present 

condition.  God will do all He can to “turn our valley of trouble into a gateway of hope” (Hosea 2:14Hosea 2:14Hosea 2:14Hosea 2:14).     

As Hosea remained faithful to Gomer, so God remains faithful to His people. 

JournalJournalJournalJournal:  Take a moment this week to reflect upon God’s unyielding faithfulness towards you.  Use that time 

as an opportunity to repent of any ways you have turned God’s blessings into opportunity for evil, and fall 

back into the arms of your Creator and declare, “You are our God!” (Hosea 2:23Hosea 2:23Hosea 2:23Hosea 2:23). 


