


 Love means giving one to another. The man is not to lord it over the woman, nor vice 

versa, but there is to be a mutual giving, one to another. 

 True love is a fire that burns strongly, and love like that is a gift from God that is not to 

be treated lightly. This is one of the major reasons, for example, that the Bible treats 

divorce so seriously, and why Jesus effectively banned it outright. 

 Love means remaining loyal and faithful to one another, no matter what the 

circumstances. It would have been all too easy for the maiden to give in to the advances 

of Solomon, betraying her shepherd lover. She would have done no wrong in marrying 

the king, for she was a virgin. But true love is loyal and faithful, and she could not turn 

her back on her shepherd. 

 Love cannot be rushed or forced. In the advice that the maiden gives to the harem 

women, this is stressed time and time again throughout the poem; do not awaken love 

before it is ready. 1 

 



   

 

 


