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Surviving Success Jim Wise

What causes successful leaders to stumble and fall from a place of success? It’s a problem that goes back as far as 
the kings of the Old Testament – and happens no less frequently today. Given the influence and material success of 
many financial advisors, it could happen to any of us. Here’s a look at the pattern that many fall into, some warning 
signs, and safeguards that can help us retain our focus.

The Problem of Fallen Leaders 
The pattern: faithfulness          success          pride          downfall 
It’s less a one-time failure than a gradual falling away.

The Question 
How does a faithful and committed follower of Jesus Christ, who is intentionally serving God in his or her vocation, 
impacting lives for Christ and enjoying God’s favor and blessing, not only begin to neglect their missional purpose but, 
in some cases, end up abandoning it completely?

Three Kings who Fell: Joash, Uzziah, and Hezekiah
King Joash 

2 Chronicles 24

The progression from faithfulness to failure

1. Faithfulness:  2 Chronicles 24:2a “And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord...” (ESV)

2. Success: 2 Chronicles 24:13 “The men in charge of the work were diligent, and the repairs progressed under them. 
They rebuilt the temple of God according to its original design and reinforced it.”

3. Pride: 2 Chronicles 24:17 “After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah came and paid homage to the king, and 
he listened to them.”

4. Downfall: 2 Chronicles 24:18 “They abandoned the temple of the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and worshiped 
Asherah poles and idols. Because of their guilt, God’s anger came on Judah and Jerusalem.”

5. Outcome: God sent a pagan army. Joash’s own officials killed him in his bed.
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King Uzziah 

2 Chronicles 26

The progression from faithfulness to failure

1. Faithfulness: 2 Chronicles 26:4a “He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord...”

2. Success: 2 Chronicles 26:5b “As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him success.” 2 Chronicles 26:15b “His fame 
spread far and wide...”

3. Pride:  2 Chronicles 26:16a “But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall.”

4. Downfall: 2 Chronicles 26:16b “He was unfaithful to the Lord his God, and entered the temple of the Lord to burn 
incense on the altar of incense.”  2 Chronicles 26:21a “And King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and being 
a leper lived in a separate house, for he was excluded from the house of the Lord.” (ESV)

5. Outcome:  He usurped the priests’ authority and duties and was punished with leprosy and isolation.

King Hezekiah 

2 Chronicles 29-32

The progression from faithfulness to failure

1. Faithfulness: 2 Chronicles 29:2a “He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord…” 2 Chronicles 31:20 “This is what 
Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the Lord his God.”

2. Success: 2 Chronicles 31:21 “In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to the 
law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.” 2 Kings 18:7a “And the 
Lord was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook.”

3. Pride: 2 Chronicles 32:25 “But Hezekiah’s heart was proud, and he did not respond to the kindness shown him; 
therefore, the Lord’s wrath was on him and on Judah and Jerusalem.”

4. Downfall: 2 Kings 20:16-17 “Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word of the Lord: The time will surely come 
when everything in your palace, and all that your predecessors have stored up until this day, will be carried off to 
Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the Lord.’ ”

5. Outcome: God delayed his promised judgment, but the Babylonian captivity was the result of Hezekiah’s sin.
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Three Caution Flags 
Caution Flag #1
Loss or lack of godly influence

Joash – 2 Chronicles 24:2 “And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all the 
days of Jehoiada the priest.” (ESV) After the godly influence of Jehoiada, Joash’s mentor, 
was gone, he gave in to the influence of ungodly men.

Uzziah – 2 Chronicles 26:5a “He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed 
him in the fear of God.” Did he continue to seek God after the days of Zechariah?

Hezekiah – No godly influence throughout his 29-year reign. He had to rally the priests 
and Levites to perform their duties. There is no evidence of any godly mentor in his life.

Is the loss or lack of godly influence an issue in your life and practice?

Caution Flag #2
Loss of godly humility

The first sign that humility is waning is that pride and arrogance begin to manifest 
themselves, first inwardly and then outwardly. Success is often what brings pride to the 
surface.

Joash – 2 Chronicles 24:17-18a “After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah came 
and paid homage to the king, and he listened to them. They abandoned the temple of the 
Lord, the God of their ancestors, and worshiped Asherah poles and idols.” The officials 
first paid homage to Joash, and then Joash listened to them.

Uzziah – 2 Chronicles 26:15b-16a “His fame spread far and wide, for he was greatly 
helped until he became powerful. But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his 
downfall.” His power and success led to his pride.

Hezekiah – 2 Chronicles 32:25 “But Hezekiah’s heart was proud, and he did not respond 
to the kindness shown him; therefore, the Lord’s wrath was on him and on Judah and 
Jerusalem.” 2 Kings 20:13a “Hezekiah received the envoys and showed them all that was 
in his storehouses...” He behaved as if he were the source of his wealth. (2 Kings 20:15)

Is the loss of godly humility an issue in your life and practice?

Caution Flag #3
Loss of missional purpose

This is perhaps the greatest risk to a Kingdom Advisor. In all three cases, it was only after 
their missional purpose had been accomplished that these kings became vulnerable. 
None of them seems to have planned for life after accomplishing his initial purpose.

Joash – His missional purpose was temple reform.  2 Chronicles 24:13b,14b “They rebuilt 
the temple of God according to its original design and reinforced it … burnt offerings 
were presented continually in the temple of the Lord.” Without another worthy calling to 
pursue, Joash began to drift spiritually.

Uzziah – His missional purpose was civil reform. He reclaimed and rebuilt cities, 
reinforced Jerusalem’s wall and developed economic and military capacities. With no 
more challenges at hand, he gave in to pride.

Hezekiah – His missional purpose was religious reform. He repaired the temple, 
commanded the priests and Levites to restart the daily sacrifices, restored Passover 
observance, and more. But without another missional purpose, he became proud.

It is difficult to survive success without a clear and compelling missional purpose.

Is the loss of missional purpose an issue in your life and practice?
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Three Safeguards for Surviving Success
Safeguard #1
Engage a godly mentor.

The mentor can be older and more mature (like Paul and Timothy) or can be a peer (like Paul and Barnabas).

Safeguard #2
Practice godly humility.

Success in our industry feeds pride.

 •  Daily Bible reading. The best immediate cure for pride and arrogance is to study the life and character of 
Jesus in the Gospels.

 •  Word study. Do an in-depth Bible study on the topic of humility. Depending on the translation, there are 40-50 
instances of the words “humility” and “humble.” Read and meditate on these passages.

 •  Books. Read some of the many excellent books on humility. 
Humility by Andrew Murray 
The Blessing of Humility by Jerry Bridges 
The Power of Humility: Living Like Jesus by R.T. Kendall 
The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness by Tim Keller

Safeguard #3
Have a missional purpose.

Don’t lose sight of why God has placed us where we are. Evangelism and discipleship are the mission of the church, 
and our mission too. Each of us has a part to play in this. We are either leading people to worship God or to worship 
money and possessions. The eternal well-being of our clients rests in the balance.

 •  If you don’t currently have a missional purpose for your practice, pray, fast, and ask God to show you how you 
can use your gifting and skills for kingdom impact.

 •  If you feel you have accomplished your missional purpose, you can also pray, fast, and seek God’s leading for 
a new missional purpose.

It’s never too late to find a godly mentor, study Christ’s humility, or seek a new missional leading from God. God can 
use you mightily to advance his Kingdom and to lead clients to deepen their faith.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures are taken from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV): Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION®, NIV® Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Scriptures marked ESV are 
taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION (ESV): Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (THE HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Discussion Questions
1. Would you agree with Jim Wise’s assertion that advisors might be particularly susceptible to the 

“faithfulness, success, pride, downfall” cycle? Without revealing personally identifying information, are there 
stories that would support or refute this?

2. What are some examples of “compelling missional purpose” statements for a Kingdom Advisor?

3. Which of the three safeguards (engage a godly mentor, practice godly humility, clarify missional purpose) 
recommended by Jim Wise are most challenging for you and why? What are some ways to overcome these 
challenges? 

Personal Reflection
1. Am I stewarding well the position, platform, and relational influence God has entrusted to me? Are there 

adjustments I need to make?

2. Are the caution flags of loss of godly influence, loss of godly humility, or loss of missional purpose emerging 
in any area of my life?

3. What safeguard(s) should I pursue to ensure that I avoid the downfall caused by success? Engage a godly 
mentor? Practice godly humility? Clarify my missional purpose?

Personal Growth
Regardless of our professional expertise, if we are not pursuing personal spiritual growth, we will not experience the 
success and satisfaction we seek in our career as Kingdom Advisors. By prioritizing God’s purposes and vision for our 
position, our platform, and the relational influences permeating our work, we will find that success and satisfaction as 
we pursue our missional purpose.

Study Group: 
Surviving Success
It’s no secret that both business and spiritual leaders can easily stumble 
and fall from a place of success. In studying the lives of Joash, Uzziah, 
and Hezekiah from the Old Testament, we see their progression from 
faithfulness to failure. As a result, we can take away three warnings and 
employ three safeguards for our lives and practices.

This Month’s Focus

If you would like to become a member of Kingdom Advisors, please see your Study Group leader for an application. 
For more information about Kingdom Advisors, please visit www.kingdomadvisors.com.

Join us for our February 2019 Study Group

Monthly Focus Resources Available at: kingdomadvisors.com/members  

Tools and Resources
Humility by Andrew Murray  
(Purchase on Amazon.com)
This classic work is one of the most 
beloved and enduring Christian books 
on humility, written by 19th-century 
missionary and pastor Andrew Murray.
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