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Why Give Biblical Counsel? Jim Wise

Luke 24: 32 (NIV) “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures 
to us?” 

What made their “hearts burn” within them? It was the word of God being opened and explained. This leads us back to 
the question, “Why biblical counsel?”
 
 •  As Kingdom Advisors we understand that our practices belong to the Lord and we are responsible to be 

faithful stewards of the skill, ability and relational influence He has entrusted to us.

 •  As followers of Christ, we understand that our ultimate purpose in all relationships is to make disciples. 
Those pre-conversion, we seek to guide to a saving faith. Those post-conversion, we seek to guide to 
spiritual maturity. In both cases, God’s word is indispensable in accomplishing God’s purposes in our client 
relationships.

Why Give Biblical Counsel? 
 
 1. God’s word is true

  Proverbs 30:5 “Every word of God proves true.” 

  John 17:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”

   Giving biblical counsel is the surest way for us to speak with confidence, knowing that God’s word is the 
ultimate source of both wisdom and truth. Biblical counsel is true because God’s word is true.

 2. God’s word is effective

   Isaiah 55:10-11 “It [God’s word] will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve 
the purpose for which I sent it.”

   2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness…”

  Biblical counsel is effective because God’s word is effective.
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 3. God’s word is powerful

   Hebrews 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word.”

   Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

   God’s word provides courage and inspiration when we’re faced with life’s challenges, and it gives hope and 
joy when we contemplate His perfect, personal and permanent love for His people. God’s word impacts and 
ministers to the heart in a way that is unknown to human wisdom. Biblical counsel is powerful because God’s 
word is powerful.

 4. God’s word is unchanging

   Matthew 5: 18 “For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”

  Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”

   But biblical counsel - grounded in the unchanging word of God - remains the one constant in an ever-
changing industry. Biblical counsel is unchanging because God’s word is unchanging.

 5. God’s word is life-giving

   Deuteronomy 8:3 “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the 
Lord.”

   Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

   1 Peter 1:23 “… since you have been born again… through the living and abiding word of God;”

   Matthew 6:68 tells us: “Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You alone have the words of 
eternal life.’ As followers of Christ, these words of life have now been entrusted to us.” 

  Biblical counsel is life-giving because the word of God is life-giving.

How Do We Give Biblical Counsel? 

 Observation #1: Meet them where they are and begin with what they already know and believe.

  As we seek to engage our clients in the discipleship process, providing biblical counsel and engaging in 
meaningful spiritual discussion, let’s follow the lead of Jesus and the Apostles: meeting folks where they are and 
beginning with what they already know or believe.
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 Observation #2:  Reveal Jesus first through the word of God… then reveal Him personally.

  How, then, do we bear witness to Jesus? The same way God the Father did, and the same way Jesus did on the 
Emmaus road: We reveal Jesus through the word of God in order to make sure that everyone we interact with will 
be able to recognize Him when we invite them to know Him personally.

 Observation #3:  In order to be effective at giving biblical counsel it is essential that we know God’s word.

  Consider carefully the time we spend in pursuit of other knowledge and determine how to pursue a greater 
knowledge of God’s word.

  Summary:  Let’s all be reminded that our unique role in the lives of our clients has eternal significance. In some 
cases, perhaps many, we might be the only Christian in our clients’ lives with whom they enjoy a close, trusted 
relationship. Let’s love our Savior enough to obey His call to go and make disciples, and let’s love our clients 
enough to provide the only kind of counsel that is life-changing: biblical counsel. May our commitment to biblical 
counsel, and indeed, our heartfelt love for God’s word, rival even that of the prophet Jeremiah 20:9, “But if I say, 
‘I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,’ his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my 
bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.” 
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Monthly Focus Resources Available at: kingdomadvisors.com/members  

February: Serving on the Front Lines Serving on the front lines involves understanding both the opportunity and 
adversity that comes from engaging clients in a journey of biblical financial stewardship.

 Study Group:  
Working in the Eye of the
Storm with Wayne Schmidt,
Wesley Seminary

National Teleconference:
Randy Alcorn, Eternal
Perspective Ministries

Tools and Resources: 
•    Theology of Money Online  

Course from Randy Alcorn

Coming Next Month

If you would like to become a member of Kingdom Advisors, please see your Study Group leader for an application. 
For more information about Kingdom Advisors, please visit www.KingdomAdvisors.com.

Join us for our February 2016 Study Group

Discussion Questions: Spend time in your group discussing the following questions.

1. Have you ever thought about the “why” behind giving biblical counsel? If so, what “why” did you have coming 
into this meeting today?

2. Of the truths about God’s word that Jim mentioned, which one was most profound to you today? Share what 
struck you about the truth he shared about God’s word, both for you and also in the life of the clients you 
counsel.

3. Regarding the idea that you begin where someone is in giving them biblical counsel, are there any clients who 
came to mind where that effort has been either a struggle or a victory in your relationship? Discuss strategies 
you deploy for meeting people where they are.

4. How, in your counsel, do you specifically reveal the word of God to your clients? What scripture do you regularly 
use and what areas of counsel do you struggle to share scripture?

5. As far as your own understanding of the word, encourage one another with ways to deepen your time in 
scripture and your study of scripture, based on personal experiences you’ve had.

6. Lastly, discuss your “next steps” following this very encouraging and challenging teaching from Jim.
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