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Chapter Four

hoW do YoU knoW JesUs is 
aUThenTiC and hisToriC?

1. Jesus of scripture

The Theme of His Life
“The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”
Luke 19:10

The Theme of His Death
“Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”
Luke 23:34

The	Theme	of	His	Resurrection
“I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in me shall never die.”
John 11:25-26

The	Theme	of	His	Salvation
“I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
John 14:6

The	Theme	of	His	Relationship	to	God
“I and the Father are one.”
John 10:30

“He who has seen Me, has seen the Father.”
John 14:9

The	Theme	of	His	First	Work	Here	on	Earth
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 
in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing 
came into being that has come into being.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 
John 1:1-4

2. Jesus of history

a. earliest extra Biblical Jewish writings…

How Do You Know Jesus 
 Is Authentic and Historic?
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Josephus ben Mattathias	(AD	37-AD100)	in	his	famous	work	Jewish	Antiquities	wrote	this	
about Jesus:

“Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, 
for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as received the truth with 
pleasure.  He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles.  He 
was the Christ, and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for 
he appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these 
and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him.  And the tribe of Christians 
so named from him are not extinct at this day.”i  
*Although	accuracy	of	this	quote	has	been	debated	by	scholars,	most	scholars
agree	that	the	basis	of	this	quote	and	the	reference	to	Jesus	is	accurate.

B. earliest extra Biblical roman writings…

Cornelius Tacitus-	According	to	Habermas,	“Cornelius Tacitus	(c.	A.d.	55-120)	was	a	Roman	
historian	who	lived	through	the	reigns	of	over	half	a	dozen	Roman	emperors.		He	has	
been	called	the	‘greatest	historian’	of	ancient	Rome,	an	individual	generally	acknowledged	
among scholars for his moral ‘integrity and essential goodness.’”ii Tacitus’s most acclaimed 
works	are	the	Annals	and	the	Histories.	“The	Annals	cover	the	period	from	Augustus’s	
death	in	A.D.	14	to	that	of	Nero	in	A.D.	68,	while	the	Histories	begin	after	Nero’s	death	
and	proceed	to	that	of	Domitian	in	A.D.	96.”iii 

Writing of the reign of Nero, Tacitus alludes to the death of Christ and to the existence of 
Christians	at	Rome.	Says	Tacitius:	Christus,	the	founder	of	the	name,	was	put	to	death	by	
Pontius	Pilate,	procurator	of	Judea	in	the	reign	of	Tiberius:	but	the	pernicious	superstition,	
repressed for a time, broke out again, not only through Judea, where the mischief 
originated,	but	through	the	city	of	Rome	also.”iv

Howard Clark Kee, professor emeritus at Boston University, makes the 
following conclusions from the sources outside of the New Testament: 
“The result of the examination of the sources outside the New 
Testament that bear directly or indirectly on our knowledge of Jesus is 
to confirm his historical existence, his unusual powers, the devotion 
of his followers, the continued existence of the movement after his 
death	at	the	hands	of	the	Roman	governor	in	Jerusalem,	and	the	
penetration	of	Christianity	into	the	upper	strata	of	society	in	Rome	
itself by the later first century.”v 

3. Jesus of prophecy:  The following are but a few of the many:

Throughout the Old Testament, God’s prophets foretold many specific details of the 
coming	Messiah’s	life,	death,	and	resurrection.	The	following	are	a	few	of	the	300	
prophetic details foretold and fulfilled by Jesus.
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Prophecy Prophesied Fulfilled
Born	of	a	virgin	 Isaiah	7:14	 Matt.	1:18,24.25
Son	of	God	 Psalms	2:7	 Matt.	3:17
Seed	of	Abraham	 Genesis	22:18	 Gal.	3:16
Son	of	Isaac	 Genesis	21:12	 Luke	3:23,24
Son	of	Jacob	 Numbers	24:17	 Luke	3:23,	37
Tribe	of	Judah	 Genesis	49:10	 Luke	3:23,	33
Family	line	of	Jesus	 Isaiah	11:1	 Luke	3:23,	33
House	of	David	 Jeremiah	23:5	 Luke	3:23,	33
Born	in	Bethlehem	 Micah	5:2	 Matthew	2:1
His	pre-existence	 Micah	5:2	 Col.	1:17
He	shall	be	called	Lord	 Psalm	110:1	 Luke	2:11
He	shall	be	called	Immanuel	 Isaiah	7:14	 Matt.	1:23
He	shall	be	called	a	prophet	 Deut.	18:18	 Matt.	21:11
Preceded	by	a	messenger	 Isaiah	40:3	 Matt.	3:1-2
Ministry	begins	in	Galilee	 Isaiah	9:1	 Matt.	4:12,13,17
Enter	Jerusalem	on	a	donkey	 Zech.	9:9	 Luke	19:35-37
Light	to	the	Gentiles	 Isaiah	60:3	 Acts	13:47-48
Resurrected	from	the	dead	 Psalms	16:10	 Acts	2:31
Seated	at	right	hand	of	God	 Psalms	10:1	 Hebrews	1:3
Sold	for	thirty	pieces	of	silver	 Zech.	11:12	 Matt.	26:15
Hands	and	feet	pierced	 Isaiah	53/Ps.	22:16	 Luke	23:33
Bones	not	broken	 Psalms	34:20	 John	19:33
Buried	in	rich	man’s	tomb	 Isaiah	53:9	 Matt.	27:57-60

A	mathematical	study	was	done	to	determine	the	odds	
of any other man fulfilling just 48 of the three hundred 
prophetic details fulfilled by Jesus.  The odds were the same 
as the odds of covering the entire state of Texas with silver 
dollars one foot deep, then putting a red check mark on 
one silver dollar, mixing it in to the vast pile by a giant 
bulldozer, and a man with a blindfold picking up that one 
silver dollar with the red check mark on his first try.

i	Antiquities,	XVIII,	33
ii	Habermas,	(VHCELJ,	87)
iii	Habermas,	(VHCELJ,	87)
iv	Annals	XV,	44
v	Kee,	(WCKAJ,19)


