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As we begin the celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus, we wanted to share a glimpse of 
how God has “orchestrated” history to reveal His plan of a Savior to redeem all men. Our desire 
is that you will use this with your family to begin to see God’s plan in the Old Testament that 
points to Jesus. 

“The New Testament is in the Old (testament) concealed, the Old Testament is in the New 
(testament) revealed.” - Augustine

When Jesus rose from the grave, He first appeared to two men (read Luke 24: 1-27). “And 
beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scriptures.” Let’s start at the beginning and be blessed by the hand of God to 
redeem mankind.

*The last pages contain ornaments for your family to cut out and hang on your tree to remind 
you of the ways we see the hope of Jesus in the Old Testament.

God's tree of hope



In the Beginning
December 1st-3rd

READ THE STORY

In the beginning… (John 1:1-14) Jesus was with God at the creation!

God created everything in 6 days! He created light and darkness, the sky and heaven, seas and dry land, sun, moon and stars, 
fish, birds, and animals. And then God said, “Let us make man in our image after our likeness.” (plural… Jesus again!) God 
created them male (Adam) and female (Eve). Everything was perfect. Adam and Eve were to rule over the Garden of Eden 
where they had all they would ever need! God told them not to ever eat fruit from a special tree. But a snake slithered into 
the garden and his name was Satan. He used to be an angel and he wanted to be God. He lied to Adam and Eve and told 
them they could eat from the tree. He wanted them to trust him instead of God. They did not obey God, but listened to 
Satan’s lies. They ate from the special tree and were separated from God. God kicked them out of the garden and this made 
Him very sad. From that time on, man kept doing what was wrong. The world was very bad and the people did not love God. 
God was very sorry that He had made man. He was going to send a flood, but this flood would not hurt the people that loved 
and obeyed God.  Noah’s family loved God with all of their hearts. God told Noah to build a very big boat that would hold his 
family and all of the animals. He was going to use water to judge and destroy everything on the earth. Noah listened to God 
and built an ark (a very, very, big boat), even though everyone around him made fun of him. When the rain and floods came 
(it rained for 40 days and 40 nights) it covered the whole earth. Noah and his family and the animals were saved from God’s 
waters of judgment on the ark.

God has a plan to save all who love and trust Him!

Because God is Holy, which means He is perfect and good, He has to judge sin and wicked men. But just like with the Ark, 
God provides a way to escape His judgement.

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” John 3:16

Just as the Ark saved Noah and his family’s lives from the storm and judgment, Jesus saves us from God’s wrath (God’s anger 
at sin). Read Romans 5:9-10

For more extensive study and parallels, look into 2 Peter 2:4-9 

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved 
for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when 
He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction 
by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; and if He rescued 
righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, 
while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),  then the Lord knows how to 
rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment.”

ACTIVITY
Go to the zoo and see the animals God created. Think of the detail and care with which He made the world!

Write a play about the story of Noah’s Ark: talk about the waters that destroyed everything and how God 
saves those who love and trust Him!
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FOUNDING FATHERS
December 4th-5th

READ THE STORY

God had a plan from the beginning to save the people who love and trust Him. 

His biggest plan would take a while, but God was at work making that happen. He chose one man named Abraham to be the 
father of many people, too many to count, and also told him that all of the families of the earth would be blessed through 
one born from his family, called “seed”. Abraham and his wife Sarah did not have a son of their own and were very old 
(almost 100 years old). God told them that He would give them a son and He kept His promise! Their son was named Isaac 
and Abraham knew that many children would come from Isaac. Abraham loved God and he brought Him many gifts. These 
gifts were called sacrifices. A sacrifice was a way they could pay for their sin. One day God asked Abraham to give what was 
most loved by him. Instead of giving God a sacrifice of an animal like a lamb or a dove, God asked Abraham to give Him Isaac. 
Can you imagine? Abraham had waited so long for a son and now God wanted to take him? How would he have many sons 
if his only son was killed? Abraham trusted God and His promises. They climbed the mountain with Isaac carrying the wood 
for the sacrifice while Abraham carried the knife. Isaac saw that they had everything for the sacrifice but the lamb. Abraham 
told Isaac that God would provide. Abraham tied his son to the wood as the sacrifice and as he raised his knife, God told him 
to STOP! God wanted to see if Abraham would give Him his most precious son as a sacrifice. When He saw that Abraham 
loved God and was willing to sacrifice his son, He stopped him and provided a ram that was caught in the bushes. Abraham 
sacrificed the ram, so the ram died in place of Isaac.

God has a plan to save all who love and trust Him! 

The story of Abraham and Isaac is a picture of God’s plan that was to come. Jesus would be the one that came from Abraham 
almost 2,000 years later that would bless all of the earth. Read Galatians 3:16 – Abraham’s seed is Christ! Just as Abraham 
was going to offer his precious son as a sacrifice, God offers His only Son Jesus as a sacrifice (John 3:16). Jesus came to earth 
because man was so full of sin. He carried the cross up the mountain (John 19:17-18) just as Isaac carried the wood for the 
sacrifice. Jesus took all of our sins and became a sacrifice to God. Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! (John 1:29)

Hebrews 11:17-19 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was 
offering up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your descendants shall be called.’ He considered 
that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.”  God offered His only 
begotten son and when Jesus was dead, God raised Him from the dead. 
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ACTIVITY
Research your family tree and find out about your Parents, Grandparents, and Great Grandparents.

How have you seen God’s hand throughout the generations of your family?

the thread that weaves
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LET MY PEOPLE GO
December 6th-7th

READ THE STORY

God has a plan to save all who love and trust Him! 

God kept His promise and Abraham’s people began to grow and grow. They were called the children of Israel. They had 
moved to Egypt and there were so many people that the ruler of Egypt was afraid they might take over that land. The king of 
Egypt, called the Pharaoh, made God’s people slaves. They had to work very hard for 400 years and the people cried out to 
God for help. God heard them and sent an Israelite, who had been raised in Egypt by Pharaoh’s daughter, to be their rescuer. 
His name was Moses. God said He would be with Moses and take His people to a new land. Moses told Pharaoh to “Let my 
people go.” The answer was, “NO!” (Exodus 7-11). So God sent some things to change his mind. God turned their river into 
blood. He sent millions of frogs that got into everything. He sent gnats, flies, diseases on their animals, sores, huge balls of 
hail, and locusts. Many times Pharaoh would change his mind, but then say NO again. God covered them with darkness and 
Moses warned him of the worst plague of all. All of the firstborn sons and animals in Egypt would die. 

Remember: God has a plan to save all who love and trust Him!

God told the people of Israel that if they would sacrifice a spotless, perfect lamb (remember the ram that was sacrificed 
in the place of Isaac?) and paint their doorposts with its blood, no one in their house would die. They did this because they 
trusted God. When the angel of death came, it PASSED OVER the houses that had the lamb’s blood on the doorposts. 
Not one from Israel died, but all of the first born in Egypt died that night. Pharaoh finally said, “GO, GET OUT!” They were 
free from slavery. God was with them and went before them as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to give them light. 
God led them to the Red Sea; how would they get across? There were no boats and it was too far to swim. AND Pharaoh 
had changed his mind and his entire army with horses and chariots were right behind them. At that moment, the people of 
Israel saw the great sea in front of them open up! Something happened that only God could do. It was as if God Himself was 
holding the water back so Israel could cross on dry land. Pharaoh’s army was still coming after them. God made the wheels of 
their chariots to swerve and caused confusion in their army. They decided to turn back, and just then God made the waters 
come down upon their entire army. God saved Israel from the hand of the Egyptians that day.

God used Moses to be the rescuer (or deliverer) of the people of Israel. Just as God saved the Israelites from Pharaoh’s army, 

God has a plan to save all who love and trust Him! 

Jesus is OUR deliverer, or Savior. He rescues us from sin and saves all who love and trust Him. When Pharaoh kept the 
people of Israel as slaves, only God could change that. God sent the plagues as a warning to Pharaoh that He has control over 
ALL things! The blood of the perfect lamb saved those who believed and trusted God.

Just as the blood of the unblemished lamb saved the Israelites from death, Jesus’ blood saves us from death. Jesus is even 
called our Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7). 

We are saved by the precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:17-19).

John 1:29 says Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

When the Israelites ran into the wilderness, they didn’t know where to go but they followed God and He made a way for 
them. They were lost and God knew the way. 

Today God shows us that the ONLY way is through Jesus. 

John 14:6 Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

When the Egyptians were destroyed by the huge waves of the Red Sea, God saved the Israelites and they made it safely 
through to the other side.
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ACTIVITY
Make a list of some things that have happened in your family that only God could do.
Has there been a time where you felt lost and couldn’t find your way? 
How is Jesus the Passover Lamb?
Has Jesus rescued you from sin? 
Is He YOUR Savior or deliverer?
Isn’t it amazing to think that God would have a plan to save us thousands of years before Jesus was born?



Wandering
December 8th-10th

READ THE STORY

God has a plan to save all who love and trust Him! 

God did many miracles to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. He said that He would go with them and He was – as a cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire at night. He was sending them to the land He had promised to Abraham, which was known as 
the Promised Land. But before they got there, God wanted to dwell with His people and teach them how to be obedient. 
God asked Moses to build a Tabernacle (like a tent which would be a house for God) so He could dwell with His people and 
it could move wherever God led them. God gives them a very specific pattern for the Tabernacle in Exodus 25-40. He 
describes EXACTLY how He wants the Tabernacle to be built. The Tabernacle looked like this:

The Tabernacle was surrounded by 10 curtains of fine linen. There was only one door to go in. Once you went into the 
Tabernacle you would first come to:

The Brazen Altar was where the people were to bring an animal to sacrifice to God for their sins (only a perfect animal  
could be offered). The animal would die in the place of the one who brought it…because sin brings death and there   
must be blood shed for sins to be forgiven.

The Brass Laver (large tub) was so they could wash their hands and feet to be clean before they approached the altar  
to make a sacrifice to God. If they did not wash they would die! God is very Holy!

The Holy Place was a tent inside that only the Priests could go in each day to minister to the Lord. Inside this tent was:
 The Lampstand (or 7 big candlesticks inside the Holy Place) to provide light. It was made of pure gold and had to  
 be lit at all times.
 The Table of Showbread was inside the Holy Place and had 12 loaves of bread for each tribe of Israel. This was to  
 be set before the Lord at all times and each week new ones were brought in. Frankincense, which means “white”,  
 was placed by the loaves as a gift to the Lord. This table served as a reminder of how God provided food in the   
 desert and a sign of the promise (everlasting covenant) God made to Israel. (Lev.24:5-8)
 The Altar of Incense was also inside the Holy Place and continually burned incense before the Lord. It had a   
 really good smell. 



The Holy of Holies was where God met and talked with Moses. It was separated from the Holy place by a thick   
curtain or veil. 
 The Ark (or box covered in gold) had angels on the top. The top of the Ark was called the mercy seat. Above the  
 mercy seat is where God would meet with Moses to speak with him about all He wanted the Israelites to do. 
 The High Priest was the only one who could approach God for the sins of the people. He would enter the Holy   
     of Holies once a year to make a payment for their sins. He sprinkled blood on the mercy seat and this brought   
   forgiveness of their sin. 

Get ready for this! 

Let’s look at Jesus and the New Testament. See if you can find the connection between Jesus and the Tabernacle! 

This Tabernacle was a copy and shadow of heavenly things (Hebrews 8:1-5). 

HIGH PRIEST
Hebrews 9 says that JESUS came as a High Priest and He entered through a greater and more perfect Tabernacle…one that was 
not made with hands, a heavenly Tabernacle.  

ALTAR FOR SACRIFICE
He did not enter through the sacrifice of the blood of animals on an altar, but through His own blood…when He died on the cross 
he entered the Holy Place once for all.  JESUS was the perfect Lamb offered to God (sacrifice) to pay for all of the sins of man. 
(John 1:29, Hebrews 10:6-10, 1 Timothy 2:5). Hebrews 9:22 says that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin. 

BRASS LAVER 
Even though we accept Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin we still have to be cleansed (1 John 1:8-9). “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
to forgive us and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.”

LAMPSTAND
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).  

TABLE OF SHOWBREAD
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger (John 6:35). The sweet smell of incense is like our prayers 
that go up to God. 

HOLY OF HOLIES
The veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies separated God from man. When Jesus died on the cross the veil in the 
Temple (permanent Tabernacle) was split in two (Mark 15:38). Now we don’t need a high Priest to go to God, we can approach 
God ourselves in prayer. Jesus is a greater Priest (Hebrews 7:17-8:6) God wants to be with us (Tabernacle), and He now 
approaches us through Jesus (John 6:44). We can go to Him and He comes to us, there is no separation!

If we know Jesus, WE are His Tabernacle…the place where Christ dwells! (1Cor.6:19)

ACTIVITY
Create a Tabernacle! Make an outside barrier with a tent inside…put all of the articles in the 
Tabernacle and talk about how this is where God lived to be with His people. But if we have given 
out lives to Jesus, He lives inside of us! We are His Tabernacle!
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promised land
December 11th-12th

READ THE STORY

When it was time for the people of Israel to enter the Promised Land known as “Canaan,” God put a new leader in charge. 
His name was Joshua, which means “The Lord Saves.” There were already people living in the land of Canaan. They were big 
and strong, but God told Joshua to be “strong and courageous” (Joshua 1:8-9) because God would be with them wherever 
they went. Many were scared of the people, but Joshua was not. He believed God when He said He would be with them! 
One city the Israelites came to was named Jericho, known for its great big walls which were very important to a city at this 
time. The walls seemed impossible to get through, but we know nothing is impossible with God! God told Joshua to have the 
army simply march around the outside of the walls once a day for 6 days and then on the 7th day, march around 7 times. On 
the 7th time around, the people blew their horns and instruments and made a great noise. The walls fell down when they did 
this! God had a plan! (Read more in Joshua 6) God guided them with each city they came to after that and allowed them 
to take control of the land. The people needed a leader to take them into the land and that leader was Joshua. The land was 
divided into 12 areas based on the 12 tribes of Israel. These were like the states that makeup the United States. The people 
were able to settle into the land and build homes all because Joshua trusted God even when it seemed impossible. 

Just as Joshua led God’s people into the Promised Land, Jesus leads us to a greater land which is heaven.

2 Timothy 4:18- “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom. To Him be 
the glory forever and ever. Amen”

Joshua in Hebrew means “The Lord Saves.” The name “Jesus” in the Greek also means “The Lord Saves.” Both are evidence 
that God has a plan to save all those who love and trust Him. Jesus is our ultimate Savior! We get to celebrate His birth in 
just a few days!
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ACTIVITY
Take a walk around your neighborhood and pray for the people in it. Pray that God would use you 
and your family to bring the hope of Jesus into your neighborhood. 

Just like the Israelites followed Joshua in conquering the land, we follow Christ in conquering 
darkness in our neighborhoods through the light of Christ. 

Remember, Jesus is the Light. 

John 8:12 “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows 
Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”

How can you be a light in your neighborhood or school?
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heroes
December 13th-15th

READ THE STORY

God has a plan to save all those who love and trust him.

Once God’s people settled into the land, Joshua died and without a leader the people fell into a cycle of sin and disobedience 
to God. God gives us guidelines for our good. But when we don’t follow them, He has to discipline us just like parents 
discipline their children out of love and because they want the best for them. So God brought in “heroes” or “judges” to help 
guide the nation of Israel. These judges encouraged the people to follow God’s way instead of their own. However, when the 
judge passed away and they no longer had a guide, the people went right back to their old ways of worshipping idols. Anything 
we put above God is called an idol. This makes God sad because He loves us and wants to be first in our lives. There was no 
right from wrong.  God had to discipline Israel for them to realize worshipping idols was wrong. Once they realized, they 
would cry to God for forgiveness. He delivered them and sent another judge to help guide them… but once the judge died, 
the people would start the cycle all over again! The Bible says at this time the people “did what was right in their own eyes” 
(Judges 17:6). We want to do what is right in God’s eyes. One woman who did what was right in the Lord’s eyes during this 
time was Ruth. Ruth was from another country called Moab. Her husband was from Israel. After Ruth’s husband and father-
in-law died, she was a widow and chose to stick with her mother-in-law Naomi and take care of her. In those days women 
couldn’t provide for themselves, so Ruth and Naomi moved back to Naomi’s hometown to try and find help. They had no 
money and could not buy back their land. A man named Boaz recognized Ruth’s faithfulness to Naomi and to God, and he 
married Ruth so she and Naomi were provided for the rest of their lives.  You can read the full story in the book of Ruth.

Boaz took Ruth into his family and provided for her. Through Jesus’ sacrifice we are able to be in God’s family and He 
provides us with our GREATEST need…. The forgiveness of our sins!

“But to all who did receive Him, to all who believe in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.” John 1:12

A kinsman-redeemer is a male relative who can deliver, rescue or defend the property or person related to them. Boaz is 
Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer. She was his bride and he protected and provided for her.

Jesus is our kinsman-redeemer. He makes us His bride, redeems us, rescues us, and blesses us!
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DIG DEEPER

ACTIVITY
Discuss: What do we put above God today that could be considered “idols”? (TV, clothes, sports, 
popularity, money, etc.)

Make a meal for a widow, or someone in need to show how God provides for others through the 
service of His people. 

“Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” James 1:27

Can you sacrifice something of yours to give to orphans in need?
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kingdom
December 16th-18th

READ THE STORY

After many years of Judges watching over the Israelites, the people realized they wanted to have a king like other nations 
had. God gave them what they asked for and chose Saul to be Israel’s first king. Saul, however, didn’t trust God or obey Him. 
His heart was not fully devoted to God. Because Saul turned away from God, God named David king. From the outside, 
David didn’t look like a king. He was young and small and inexperienced. Saul was older and stronger, yet God was able 
to do great things through David because David gave his whole heart to the Lord. It is important to know that David was 
not perfect; he made mistakes just like we all do. But he always repented and his desire was for the things of the Lord. The 
Bible calls David “A man after God’s own heart.” God promised that from his family would come the King whose kingdom 
would never end – and that is Jesus. After David died, his son Solomon became king. Solomon started out obeying God, 
but he became distracted by meaningless things of this world and he didn’t put God first. Because his heart wasn’t fully 
devoted to the Lord, the kingdom of Israel split into two kingdoms after his death – the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah. Many years passed and none of the kings of the northern kingdom looked to God for help. They 
worshipped other things instead of the one, true God. The Southern Kingdom only had 8 kings out of 20 who obeyed God. 
Because God is a Father and loves His Children, He had to discipline them to get their attention and make them realize they 
needed Him. The nation of Assyria came and took away the Northern Kingdom. The people of the Northern Kingdom never 
returned to the land because of their constant disobedience to God. The Southern Kingdom was captured by Babylon and 
was taken to Babylon for 70 years. 

ACTIVITY
Create a Gingerbread Kingdom just like Israel. You can even make King David, the man after God’s 
own heart. As you make your kingdom, discuss what it really means to “have a heart for God.”

Read about Jesus’ Eternal Kingdom that comes down from Heaven in Revelation 21:9-22:7.
We get to live here!!

Jesus is in David’s family tree just as God promised. David’s kingdom was temporary and his reign as king ended. Jesus’s 
Kingdom is heaven and His reign will never end!

“But My loving-kindness shall not depart from him, as took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  Your house 
and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.” 2 Samuel 7:15-16

“He (Jesus) will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David.” Luke 1:32

 “The Kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and Messiah, and He will reign forever and ever.” 
Revelation 11:15
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70 year TIME OUT
December 19th-21st

READ THE STORY

God has a plan to save all those who love and trust in Him.

The Kingdom of Judah fell away from the Lord and He disciplined them by allowing the nation of Babylon to capture them. 
He needed to get their attention and show them the way they were living was not good for them and didn’t honor God! For 
70 years, the Jews were in “Time Out”.  The Babylonians took the Jews out of Israel to be servants of the King of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar. The first group of people they took were the strong young men from Judah to work for the king. His name 
was Nebuchadnezzar. Three of these young men were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They were faithful to the Lord, 
even when King Nebuchadnezzar demanded they worship a statue of himself. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to 
worship anyone, or anything, but the LORD. Being the proud king that he was, Nebuchadnezzar told them if they didn’t bow 
and worship the statue like everyone else, he would throw them into a fiery furnace, which would mean certain death. But 
remember, God has a plan to save all those who love and trust in Him. The three faithful men were thrown into the fire, but 
God performed a miracle! The king looked into the furnace and saw 4 men walking through the flames, Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego, and the 4th man “looked like the son of the gods”. When Nebuchadnezzar saw this, he called for the men to 
come out! Not a hair on their heads was singed and they didn’t even smell like a fire.  He realized the Jews worshipped the 
one true God and he worshipped God too! We see through men like Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and another man 
named Daniel, that even during this “Time Out” God was still working and had a plan for His people. 

ACTIVITY
Have a bonfire and S’mores! Notice that the marshmallow is consumed by the flame, it burns and turns 
brown, but Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego didn’t even smell like a fire! If you are not able to make a fire, 
get a candle, toothpicks, mini marshmallows, chocolate chips, and teddy grahams and make mini s’mores! 

Just as God saved the men from the fire and from death, when we place our hope in Jesus we are saved the from death we 
deserve from sin (we will live with Jesus forever). We may go through trials and difficult times in life, but Jesus is with us even 
in the fire. 

James 1:2-4 “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.”

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take 
courage; I have overcome the world.”

Romans 8:35 “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?”

Gold Ribbon

Who do you think that 4th person in the first was? (an angel? Jesus?)
DIG DEEPER
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SHHHH PATIENTLY WAITING
December 22nd-23rd

READ THE STORY

During the time the Jews were in Babylon, the Persians took over the land and a new king began to reign. His name was 
Cyrus.  This was all in God’s plan because He started to move the heart of King Cyrus to allow the Jews to return to their 
home, the land God had promised to them. God even told the people years before Cyrus was even born that he would be the 
man to allow them to return to their home (Isaiah 44:28). God’s people returned to Jerusalem in groups. The first group, 
led by a man named Zerubbabel, rebuilt the temple for God. This was the place the people went to worship God and offer 
sacrifices to Him. It was important to the people that this was done first. They needed a place to worship God and remember 
His faithfulness to bring them home! Also during this time Ezra, a faithful man of God, retaught the people God’s Law. These 
people had grown up in a foreign land, surrounded by people that did not follow God. They needed to know what it meant 
to be God’s holy people and live for Him. The final thing needed for Jerusalem was the wall that was rebuilt by Nehemiah. 
A wall was very important in those days because it protected the people from attacks. The people were finally back in the 
land God promised to Abraham many years before and were awaiting the promise that ALL nations (that means you!) would 
be blessed through his descendant. In those days, God would use a prophet to speak to His people and give them messages 
from Him… but for 400 years not one prophet spoke. No one had a message from God. But that didn’t mean God wasn’t 
there, or that He wasn’t working! He was waiting for the perfect time to send the greatest gift. During those 400 years, 
the Roman nation built great roads so the message of Jesus could reach more people! The Greek nation gave the world a 
common language so more people could understand the message of Jesus’s love! So you see, God was just putting all the 
perfect pieces together and He was going to bring the greatest gift very soon! Many people searched the scriptures and 
watched in the sky for a sign for when Jesus would come. 

ACTIVITY
Many people during this time looked to the stars to see when God would send the Savior of the 
world. Make a star for your tree to represent the fact that the Light of the World will soon be here! 

Before the 400 years of silence, many prophets were telling the people of Israel specific information about how the Messiah 
would come. Anticipation was high for a military leader to come and save Israel from Rome. Jesus didn’t come at the time or 
in the way the people thought because God had a better plan. Sometimes we want God to work in our lives and in our time, 
but we have to trust that His timing and plan is best!

“The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the 
salvation of the Lord.” Lamentations 3:25-26 

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:14

Here is a promise that the Messiah would one day come from Bethlehem, though it was hundreds of years before He would come. 

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be 
ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.” Micah 5:2

Gold Ribbon the thread that weaves
 throughout the Bible



THE greatest gift
December 24th-25th

READ THE STORY

The time had finally come! After thousands of years of God telling the people that ultimate hope is coming, Jesus was born! 
But He didn’t come as expected. The people thought He would come to save them from the Romans, conquer their enemies 
and be a king like His ancestor David. But God had a greater plan! He wanted to free the people from their sin – free them 
from death! That is why Jesus was named Jesus, “The Lord Saves.” He was born in the small town of Bethlehem in a stable 
with animals (not a palace as most thought). But that didn’t mean there was not a celebration! Angels came to shepherds 
tending their sheep and declared “Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, goodwill towards men!” The shepherds 
were amazed that they got to be the ones to welcome the King of Kings, God’s Son, to the world. God fulfilled His promise 
because He is faithful. He had a plan to save all those who love and trust in Him and that promise is Jesus. Jesus paid for our 
sin, defeated death, and gives us eternal life. That is why He is the greatest gift and He is coming back soon to reign as King 
over all the earth! 

God is faithful! The golden ribbon that weaved through all the stories leads up to the shining star of Jesus.  

1. He delivers us from death just like the ark brought Noah and his family through the waters of judgement. 

2. He is the lamb who is sacrificed in our place, as the ram took Isaac’s place. 

3. His blood allows death to pass over, as the blood on the doorpost prevented death from coming to the Hebrews in Egypt.

4. He is Immanuel, “God with us” just as God was with the Hebrews in the Tabernacle. Jesus is the High Priest, the Bread of  

Life, and the Light of the World.

5. He is the greater Joshua, leading us to the Eternal Kingdom. 

6. As Boaz redeemed Ruth, Jesus redeems us and takes us into His eternal family.

7. He will sit on the throne of Israel forever, ruling as the true king.

8. He sees us through trials as God saw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego through the fire.

9. God waited patiently for the perfect time to bring His Son to redeem the world.

10. Jesus is God’s greatest gift! He is the light of the World, the brightest spot in all of history!

ACTIVITY
We have been given the greatest gift of all. Take time to pray about who you can share the story of 
the greatest gift with as a family. Read the full story of Christ’s birth Luke 2. 
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