
2021 is here! As we ring in the new year, invest in inspiring stories, made available 
through Bedside Reading on the download at our luxury hotels partners: Acqualina  Acqualina 
Resort & Residences; Conrad New York Downtown; The Fairmont Miramar Hotel Resort & Residences; Conrad New York Downtown; The Fairmont Miramar Hotel 
& Bungalows; Waldorf Astoria Chicago; The Pierre New York, A Taj Hotel; The & Bungalows; Waldorf Astoria Chicago; The Pierre New York, A Taj Hotel; The 
Meritage Resort and Spa; Estancia La Jolla Hotel & Spa; Paséa Hotel & Spa; Ko’a Meritage Resort and Spa; Estancia La Jolla Hotel & Spa; Paséa Hotel & Spa; Ko’a 
Kea Hotel & Resort; Vista Collina Resort; The Dream Inn; The Jacquard; Morrison Kea Hotel & Resort; Vista Collina Resort; The Dream Inn; The Jacquard; Morrison 
House; Limelight Hotel, Aspen; Limelight Hotel, Snowmass; and Limelight Hotel, House; Limelight Hotel, Aspen; Limelight Hotel, Snowmass; and Limelight Hotel, 
Ketchum.Ketchum.  Make sure you’re following @BedsideReading on Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter, and LinkedIn for your daily dose of book candy all year long!
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Hollywood Weekly - Page Turners

Notes of  Love and War by Betty Bolte
Audrey Harper needs more than home and hearth to satisfy her self-worth despite            
being raised with the idea that a woman’s place is in the home. Working as a music 
critic for the city newspaper in Baltimore, Maryland, during the Second World War, 
she’s enjoyed both financial freedom and personal satisfaction in a job well done. When 
she uncovers evidence of  German spies working to sabotage a secret bomber plane                  
being manufactured in her beloved city, she must choose between her sense of  duty 
to protect her city and the urgings of  her boss, her family, and her fiancé to turn over 
her evidence to the authorities. But when her choices lead her and her sister into                                        
danger, she is forced to risk life and limb to save her sister and bring the spies to justice. 
 

Set against the backdrop of  the flourishing musical community during the 1940s in     
Baltimore, Notes of  Love and War weaves together the pleasure of  musical performance 
with the dangers of  espionage and spying.

HW: What inspired you to 
write Notes of  Love and War?                      
BB: The wartime and post-WWII corre-
spondence between my parents provided 
a framework for the fictional story set in 
my hometown of  Baltimore, Maryland.

AUTHOR Q&A:  BETTY BOLTE 

HW: Is this your parents’ story then?                                                                   
BB: No, although I did draw on their       
concerns and experiences to create the 
characters.

HW: Why did you set the story in                                                             
Baltimore?                                                 
BB: Two reasons. My mother’s family has 
lived in that area for generations. And 
I’ve always wanted to write a story set in 
my home state of  Maryland.

HW: Did you learn anything sur-
prising while writing or researching                                                  
for the story?                                                      
BB: I was surprised to learn that Attman’s 

Deli, mentioned in the story, has contin-
ued to operate in the city since before 
WWII. I even visited and enjoyed lunch 
there with my husband and dear friends.

HW: Any other fun or interesting                                                         
discoveries?                                                  
BB: One emotional one comes to mind. 
My friends and husband went with me to 
the Baltimore Streetcar Museum where 
we rode on a 1940s era streetcar. On a 
section of  track my grandfather would 
have ridden on to get home. It suddenly 
occurred to me I might be riding on a 
streetcar my family used to ride, too. I got 
chills!

Bolte discusses            
inspiration, family, 

and discovery 

Sunrise in Florence by Kathleen Reid
We all have dreams and sometimes they lead to the most amazing discoveries...

Rose Maning longs to wake up every morning in Florence, Italy, to a view of  the Duo-
mo and terra cotta rooftops dancing in the sunrise. So she flies across the pond with her 
best friend Zoey for a fun-filled house hunt. For the first time in her people-pleasing 
life, schoolteacher Rose uses her savings to do exactly what she wants to do: buy an 
apartment and pursue painting. Rose is passionate about the life and works of  the great 
sculptor, Michelangelo or “Il Divino,” (The Divine One). She experiences her own per-
sonal renaissance abroad as she embraces everything Italian. She meets Lyon, who is so-
phisticated and adventurous, challenging her to see herself  in a new light. A mysterious 
discovery changes Rose’s destiny by revealing the character of  the men in her life. Does 
Rose find something that will alter art history as we know it today?

HW:  Are you an artist?                       
KR:  I would call myself  an art enthusiast.  
Michelangelo is the real star of  my book, 
Sunrise in Florence.  When I stood in the 
Sistine Chapel and saw the Creation of  
Adam panel, I was captivated, so I spent 
years researching.

Michelangelo’s rendering of  God’s hand 
touching Adams is one of  the most iconic 
images of  our time.  E.T was the first 
blockbuster to officially parody the image, 
then came movies like Bruce Almighty or 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. In my book, 
I ask the question:  What if  Michelangelo 
had drawn the hands clasped instead of  
God’s finger touching Adam’s?  

ART AS INSPIRATION
Author Kathleen Reid talks Italy, Fine Art & Adventure

HW:  Does the mystery in Sunrise in 
Florence have any truth?
KR:  Yes.  As a matter of  fact, I was 
worried that my original idea was too                
far-fetched until it really happened.  A 
man by the name of  Robert Simon found 
a lost Leonardo da Vinci, Salvator Mundi, 
at an auction. The painting ultimately sold 
for $450 million dollars in 2017. 

HW:  Do you see your novel as a 
movie?
KR:  Absolutely! Everyone wants to be 
transported these days by a romantic 
adventure. Imagine Florence’s amber                                                  
rooftops and a beautiful young school-
teacher named Rose who follows her 

dream. Passionate about the life and 
works of  Michelangelo, she buys an 
apartment and falls in love.  A discovery 
reveals the character of  the men in her 
life. Right now, Sunrise in Florence allows 
readers to experience Italy virtually- a 
film would add another dimension. 

Are you Essential?: Simple Secrets to unlocking your True Potential, Releasing the past 
& tapping into your Passion & Purpose! By Cindy Hope
Are you tired of  being among the 85% of  people that feel they Are you tired of  being among the 85% of  people that feel they 
aren’t good enough?aren’t good enough? 
If  you ever think to yourself: 
*Why does this keep happening to me? 
*I’ve been through so much, and it ruined my life. 
*Maybe I just don’t deserve real love, everything always falls 
apart.
…then it’s time to finally let go and free yourself. Through                  
real-life experiences, blending humor, honesty, science, and           
wisdom that helped her overcome these very thoughts and feel-
ings, Cindy Hope gives you simple and straightforward strategies 
to help you stop drowning in fear, despair, stress, and anxiety to 
become the best version of  yourself  today.
Using inspiring stories, learn:Using inspiring stories, learn:
• How to find the source of  your limiting beliefs and get rid of  
them once and for all
• Why your subconscious mind sabotages your every effort, and 
you fail desperately each time you try to change
 

• How to finally overcome these 
feelings, stick to the process, and          
ultimately change your life
• The secret to finding your             
purpose in life, controlling your 
thoughts and stop negativity.
… and so much more.
You don’t have to keep sitting there 
wondering what your life could 
look like. Your dreams don’t have to 
be dreams--they can become your          
reality with just a few small tweaks. 
Success and abundance are the          
results of  intentional focus set upon 
building yourself  a better life and, 
with the right tools and techniques at your disposal, you can 
begin to acquire this in just minutes a day.



The Tenant by Katrine Engberg
An electrifying work of  literary suspense from internationally bestselling author Katrine Engberg, The 
Tenant—heralded as a “stunning debut” by #1 New York Times bestselling author Kathy Reichs—follows 
two Copenhagen police detectives struggling to solve a shocking murder and stop a killer hell-bent on 
revenge.

When a young woman is discovered brutally murdered in her own apartment with an intricate                   
pattern of  lines carved into her face, Copenhagen police detectives Jeppe Korner and Anette Werner 
are assigned to the case. In short order, they establish a link between the victim, Julie Stender, and her 
landlady, Esther de Laurenti, who’s a bit too fond of  drink and the host of  raucous dinner parties with 
her artist friends. Esther also turns out to be a budding novelist—and when Julie turns up as a murder 
victim in the still-unfinished mystery she’s writing, the link between fiction and real life grows both more 
urgent and more dangerous.

But Esther’s role in this twisted scenario is not quite as clear as it first seems. 
Is she the culprit or just another victim, trapped in a twisted game of  vengeance? Anette and Jeppe must dig more deeply into the two 
women’s pasts to discover the identity of  the brutal puppet-master pulling the strings.

Evocative and original, The Tenant promises “dark family secrets—and a smorgasbord of  surprises” (People).

Fortune and Glory by Janet Evanovich
This isn’t just the biggest case of  Stephanie Plum’s career. It’s the 
adventure of  a lifetime.

When Stephanie’s beloved Grandma Mazur’s new husband died on 
their wedding night, the only thing he left her was a beat-up old easy 
chair…and the keys to a life-changing fortune.

But as Stephanie and Grandma Mazur search for Jimmy Rosolli’s 
treasure, they discover that they’re not the only ones on the hunt. 
Two dangerous enemies from the past stand in their way—along 
with a new adversary who’s even more formidable: Gabriela Rose, a 
dark-eyed beauty from Little Havana with a taste for designer clothes.

She’s also a soldier of  fortune, a gourmet cook, an expert in firearms and mixed martial arts—and 
someone who’s about to give Stephanie a real run for her money.

Stephanie may be in over her head, but she’s got two things that Gabriela doesn’t: an unbreakable 
bond with her family and a stubborn streak that will never let her quit.

She’ll need both to survive because this search for “fortune and glory” will turn into a desperate race 
against time with more on the line than ever before. Because even as she searches for the treasure and 
fights to protect her Grandma Mazur, her own deepest feelings will be tested—as Stephanie could 
finally be forced to choose between Joe Morelli and Ranger.

Blind Vigil by Matt Coyle
Blinded by a gunshot wound to the face while working as a private 
investigator nine months ago, Rick Cahill is now sure of  only one 
thing: he has to start a new life and leave his old one behind. He’s 
still trying to figure out what that life is when his onetime part-
ner, Moira MacFarlane, asks for his help on a case she’s taken for 
Rick’s former best friend. The case is simple and Moira only needs 
Rick for one interview, but Rick is wary of  waking sleeping demons.                         
Ultimately, he goes against his gut and takes the case which quickly 
turns deadly. Rick’s old compulsion of  finding the truth no mat-
ter the cost—the same compulsion that cost him his eyesight and 
almost his life—battles against his desire to escape his past. The 
stakes are raised when Rick’s friend is implicated in murder and 
needs his help. Can he help the friend he no longer trusts while 
questioning his own lessened capabilities? His life depends on the 
answer as a shadowy killer lurks in the darkness.

Blood Orchids by Toby Neal
Paradise has a dark side.
She can’t stop thinking about a drowned girl’s face... because it reminds her of  her own.
Overcoming a past filled with scars, Lei makes a life for herself  and her dog, Keiki, as a cop in the sleepy 
Big Island town of  Hilo. When a routine patrol turns up two murdered teens, Lei’s world is rocked. She 
knows one of  the girls, and she can’t rest until she finds answers—not only about the victims, but about 
her own shadowed past as well.
She’ll look so beautiful...once she’s dead.
He knows he’s twisted. He knows he’s wrong. He just doesn’t care. But now there’s a female cop on his trail 
that won’t give up, and she’s gonna be next.
“Blood Orchids satisfies on every level. A powerful talent is on the scene, whole-heartedly recommended.” 
-Drew Cross, former police officer, author of  BiteMarks

Murder at an Irish Christmas by Carlene O’Connor
This December in Kilbane, if  you’re planning to warm up with a 
cuppa tea at Naomi’s Bistro, you may have a bit of  a wait--the entire               
O’Sullivan brood has gone off to West Cork to spend the holidays with 
brother James’ fiancée Elise’s family, including her grandfather, the                                                                                                             
famous orchestral conductor Enda Elliot. Siobhán is so happy for 
James and Elise but also quietly disappointed that she must put her own                                                                                                                   
wedding to fellow garda Macdara Flannery on hold. Mac will have to 
join them later, so he can spend part of  the holidays with his mam.

When the O’Sullivans learn everyone will choose a name from a hat to 
buy a music-related Christmas gift for someone else at the gathering, it 
seems like their greatest concern--until the cantankerous conductor is 
discovered crushed under a ninety-pound harp in a local concert hall.

With the extended family--including Enda’s much-younger new wife Leah, a virtuoso violinist--sus-
pected in his murder, it’s up to Siobhán to ensure the guilty party faces the music. But as a snowstorm 
strands both families in a lavish farmhouse on a cliff, Siobhán had better pick up the tempo--before 
the killer orchestrates another untimely demise...

Success Reloaded 
by Masha Ibeschitz
Today, career planning focus-
es on the individual as a whole 
- or it runs the risk of  failing 
in the long run. The next                                            
generation of  executives does 
not merely want to function 
within a given framework. 
They want to see external 
success and meaningful action                             
in harmony with family               
obligations and personal de-
velopment goals. There are 
countless business books that 
provide assistance to exec-
utives dealing with difficult 
tasks and conflict situations. 
Masha Ibeschitz’s new book 
is one of  the few that answers 
this question: What needs to 
be done when a major career 
leap is imminent? The book is 
an invitation to reflect on the 
past, present and future of  
your own success. The goal is 
to make conscious and lasting 
career decisions.

From Muck to Magic by Wendi Knox
When life knocked Wendi Knox down, hundreds of  red dragonflies 
lifted her up. What she learned from them was so life-changing, she 
just couldn’t keep it to herself. From Muck To Magic is a one-of-a-kind 
inspirational book. With heart, art and humor, it takes women on a 
poetic journey from the muck of  self-doubt to the magic of  self-love. 

An award-winning storyteller for brands like Honda and Acura, Wendi created this book to change 
the stories we tell ourselves. Through whimsical yet profound paintings and words that seem written 
personally for you, the dreaded blues and greys of  life literally become rainbows of  possibility. From 
Muck To Magic is a balm for the soul of  any woman, at any age, who finds herself  stuck in the muck of  
change, growth, worry, loss, fear, grief, overwhelm, inertia, exhaustion or the mere messiness of  life.

The Popularity Pact: Camp Clique by Eileen Moskowitz-Palma
In the blink of  a summer, Bea goes from having a best friend and a 
place she belongs to being dropped and invisible, eating lunch alone 
and only talking to teachers. The end of  sixth grade and the start of  
Camp Amelia can’t come soon enough.
But then the worst part of  school, ex-best friend Maisy, shows up in 
Bea’s safe place and ruins it all. Maisy lands in the same bunk as Bea 
and summer suddenly seems dire. Never having camped a day in her 
life, Maisy agrees: it’s hopeless. She should be at home, spending time 
with her little sister and hanging out with her super popular crew 
of  friends--not at this stupid adventure camp failing everything and          
being hated by everyone. In a desperate bid to belong, Maisy offers Bea 
a deal: if  Bea helps her fit in at the camp, she will get Bea into the M & 
M’s, their town’s popular clique, when they enter seventh grade in the 
fall. The Popularity Pact is born.

A Bend in the          
River by Libby 

Fischer Hellmann
In 1968 two young Vietnam-
ese sisters flee to Saigon after 
their village on the Mekong 
River is attacked by American                                                     
forces and burned to the 
ground. The sole survivors 
of  the brutal massacre that 
killed their family, the sisters                                          
struggle to survive but                 
become estranged, sepa-
rated by sharply different                                    
choices and ideologies. Mai 
ekes out a living as a GI bar 
girl, but Tam’s anger festers, 
and she heads into jungle                                                                     
terrain to fight with the Viet 
Cong. For nearly ten years, 
neither sister knows if  the                 
other is alive. Do they both                                                              
survive the war? And if  they 
do, can they mend their           
fractured relationship? Or 
are the wounds from their 
journeys too deep to heal? 
In a stunning departure from 
her crime thrillers, Libby 
Fischer Hellmann delves 
into a universal story about            
survival, family, and the                                        
consequences of  war.

Eryk Gajewski



