A Guide for Grades 6-12
WHAT TO

TEACH
In

Civics
Bell ringers
Reading Activities
Writing Activities
Projects

About the

Civics Guide
The majority of my teaching career has been teaching civics. Over the
years, I have had many successes and failures in teaching this subject. I
have learned so much, and I am ready to share everything I know with you!
This guide is based on the categories of civics and american government
national standards
1. Foundations of Government
2. The United States Government
3. Citizenship
4. American Political System
5. The United States and the World
You will find activities and lesson ideas in this guide. I will warn you; I am
not your typical civics teacher. I am a creative bug and love incorporating
art, STEM, writing, reading, and any other activities into my lessons.
After reading this guide, I hope you gain a new perspective on civics.
Civics can be fun and engaging; it's all how you look at the subject.

You can join the
community of civics
teacher by joining my
brand new
Civics Facebook Group!

Your Civics Student Avatar
What is a student avatar? I do this activity to help me identify the students I have each
year. Now I usually use this for each period because while they are individual, as you
know each class is different. This helps identify the needs of my students so that I can
create the best lessons for them.
Directions: Using the avatar answer the following questions to help identify your
students needs.

Are your students
comfortable with
speaking in public?

How well do they work
in groups?

How well do your students
read?

On a scale of 1-5 (1 being
the lowest) what is
their background
knowledge in civics?

What do your students need from you as your teacher?

Breaking Down Your
Civics Standards
What is the vocabulary the
students need to know?

The Standard:

What rigor is this standard?
Creating based off of contnent

What do the students need to
know?

Evaluating Contnent
Analyzing Contnent
Applying Content

What do the students need to do?

Understanding Contnent
Rembering/Basic Recall

How will students show they have mastered the
standard?

What We Teach

Foundations of Government
Foundations of government takes students through the journey
of how the United States government formed. Most
importantly, students learn about the why of the United States
government. Why do we have a democracy? Why do we have
the three branches of government? Why is the power given to
the people?
According to the national standards for civics and government,
students will learn:
1. What is the American idea of constitutional government?
2. What are the distinctive characteristics of American
society?
3. What values and principles are fundamental to American
constitutional democracy?

Foundations of government may be the harder standards for students
to understand. That is why students need to practice what they learn
throughout lessons and units dealing with foundations of government.

Tip:
When teaching the foundations of
government standards make sure
you incorporate many check for
understandings! This is mostly new
knowledge to students.

How Do You Teach

Foundations of Government
Tip:

Let's brainstorm how you teach foundations of
Think of all the
government. In the space below, write down the activities resources that you use
from the past and
you use to teach this category in the classroom.
present

Bell Ringers You
Use

Activites

Checks for Understanding

Teaching Foundations of
Government
Higher Order Thinking Activites

What to Teach

Foundations of Government
Now that you have brainstormed activities you conduct in the
classroom, read some examples of activities to use. Underline the
activities you would like to incorporate into your civics classroom.
Bell Ringers

Checks For Understanding

Do you think the colonist were justified in
declaring independence from Great
Britain?
Why did the founding fathers choose a
representative democracy as the United
States' type of government?
Do you think the United States could have
worked under the Articles of
Confederation?
Compare the viewpoints of the federalist
and anti-federalist in regards to listing
individual rights.

Activities

1. My go to CFU is using response cards
throughout this unit. I take two colors of
construction paper and cut them in half.
2. I then make a powerpoint with a question
and the answer is one of the two colors.
Example:
The federalist believed in the Bill of
Rights. True or False
I read the statement and countdown. Once I
get to 1 students put up their response!
I use response cards on the following topics
Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist
Constitution vs. Articles of Confederation
Historical documents
Enlightenment thinkers

Create book covers that represent historical documents
Discuss John Locke's theory of the state of nature using the lord of the files
Create a movie poster starring the federalist and anti-federalist
Research George Washington's Fort Necessity and build a better fort using straws
Watch Liberty Kids episodes and make a timeline of events leading to the American
Revolution

Take your students to the next level with
these higher order thinking activities
Students debate as federalist and anti-federalist
Use an articles of confederation simulation
Conduct the King's Skittles simulation
Students create a Gummyment based off of the types of government

Sample Lesson

Foundations of Government

Why we teach

United States Government
The United States government standards will leave students with
an in-depth view of the government. Students will begin with the
constitution and make their way to landmark Supreme Court
cases.
The United States government section will be the most fun lesson
because you have the opportunity to include many research
projects. I particularly love projects where students research
about citizens in our government like the president.
According to the national standards for civics and government,
students will learn:
1. How are power and responsibility distributed, shared, and
limited in the government established by the United States
Constitution?
2. How is the national government organized, and what does it
do?
3. How are the state and local governments organized, and what
do they do?
4. What is the place of law in the American constitutional system?
This unit will give you opportunities to dive deep into the U.S.
government. Students learned the why in foundations of
government, but with the United States government lessons, they
learn how.

How do you teach

United States Government
Tip:

Let's brainstorm how you teach the United States
Think of all the
government. In the space below, write down the activitiesresources that you use
from the past and
you use to teach this category in the classroom.
present

Bell Ringer You Use

Checks for Understanding

United States Government
Activites

Higher Order Thinking Activites

What to teach

United States Government
Now that you have brainstormed activities you conduct in the
classroom, read some examples of activities to use. Check off the
activities you would like to incorporate into your civics classroom.
Bell Ringers

Writing Activities

Why did the founding fathers
separate the powers of
government?
In the last 24 hours, which of the
five freedoms have you used?
Why is the amendment process
difficult?
What is a similarity between the
confederal system and federal
system of government?

Discussion Topics

Narrative writing: Write a
biography of James Madison
focusing on his influence on the
constitution
Argumentative writing: Which
amendment has had the biggest
impact on the United States
Informative writing: What are 3
ways the government is protected
from tyranny?
Persuasive writing:Which branch
has the most power in your
opinion?

Discuss why the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments were necessary to protect African
americans rights.
In the 13th amendment, slavery is made illegal except if you are a prisoner of the
government. What is the impact of this line in the amendment?

Take your students to the next level with
these higher order thinking activities
Create an analogy comparing the three branches of government to
something you like. For example, the three branches are like a
flower.

Lesson Plan

United States Government

Why We Teach

CITIZENSHIP
Citizenship has the most critical standards in civics. It is the basis of civic
education in the United States. That is why it is essential to have
students immerse themselves in citizenship standards, lessons, and
units.
According to the national standards for civics and government, students
will learn:
1. What is citizenship?
2. What are the rights of citizens?
3. What are the responsibilities of citizens?
4. What dispositions or traits of character are essential to the
preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy?
5. How can citizens take part in civic life?

You may find citizenship as one of the easiest standards for students to
understand. That is why in teaching citizenship standards, you can
include projects and higher-order thinking activities.

How Do You Teach

CITIZENSHIP
Let's brainstorm how you teach citizenship. In the
space below, write down the activities you use to
teach citizenship in the classroom.

Bell Ringer You Use

Tip:

Think of all tthe
resources that you use
from the past and
present

Writing Activites

Teaching Citizenship
Reading Activites

Higher Order Thinking Activites

What to teach in

CITIZENSHIP
Now that you have brainstormed activities you conduct in the
classroom, read some examples of activities to use. Check off the
activities you would like to incorporate into your civics classroom.
Bell Ringers
When you see the word "citizen,"
what is the first thing that comes to
mind?
Write an example of a good
citizen?
Brainstorm the responsibilities of
citizens.
What are the traits of a good
citizen?
How was Martin Luther King Jr. a
good citizenship?

Writing Activities
Expository writing: Research
about a citizen who committed
their lives to the common good (ex
Martin Luther King Jr. Cesar
Chavez)
Expository writing: Choose a
person you considered to be a
good citizen and interview them.
Argumentative writing: Explain
your position on birthright
citizenship.

Reading Activities
Read the 14th amendment and highlight references to citizenship
Read the most recent census and find information regarding citizenship in the United
States
Look for current events and find articles relating to citizenship in the United States
Read an article about the call to end birthright citizenship in the United States
Read about the Statue of Liberty and recreate the statue using legos

Take your students to the next level with these higher
order thinking activities
Conduct a Socratic seminar on citizenship
Students create a collaborative poster of the qualities of a good citizen
Write a speech on the importance of citizenship to democracy
Look at the naturalization steps,add a new step to the process.

Sample Lesson

CITIZENSHIP
Day 1:
1.Begin with the bell ringer: What do you know about your family history? Were some
family members born in the United States? Did some immigrant to the United States?
2.Students share information
3.Begin notes on citizenship. Students can either begin guided notes or record notes
in their notebooks
4.Students read the John Bingham Father of the 14th amendment and answer the
questions
5.Students share out answers
6.Introduce students to the family history project
Day 2:
1.Introduce students to the Socratic seminar (use PowerPoint)
2.Students read through the article on the birthright citizenship debate https://
www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/10/30/birthright-citizenship-explainedpresident-donald-trump-immigration/1817034002/ This
step provides more background knowledge for your students. If you do not want to
use the article, I also use the following video https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ow5Z4wmRvIk to provide students with background knowledge.
I have used both resources in my classroom
3.Explain to students they will now read the amendment that is being debated and will
discuss the amendment in a Socratic seminar.
4.Read through the 14th amendment with the students and define words with students
5.Students then re-read the 14th amendment and create questions based off of the
text
6.This is a difficult text for the students to use so you can use the questions on the
PowerPoint to help start the discussion

Why WeTeach

American Political System

The standards-based on the American political system will
cause the most discussions in your classroom. With the
current political climate, students are going to have strong
opinions about how the government should run.
According to the national standards for civics and government,
students will learn:
1. What is American political culture?
2. What values and principles are fundamental to American
constitutional democracy?
3. What is civic life? What is politics? What is government?
Why are government and politics necessary? What
purposes should government serve?
Discussions are going to be vital when teaching. Students
should develop how to create their opinions, and quite frankly,
when is the best time to do this?

How do you teach

American Political System
Let's brainstorm how you teach the American political
system. In the space below, write down the activities
you use to teach this category in the classroom.

Bell Ringer You Use

Tip:

Think of all the
resources that you use
from the past and
present

Checks for Understanding

American Politicl
SYstem
Activites

Higher Order Thinking Activites

What to Teach

American Political System
Now that you have brainstormed activities you conduct in the
classroom, read some examples of activities to use. Check off the
activities you would like to incorporate into your civics classroom.
Bell Ringers
Do you think political parties
are necessary?
Why is there such a low
voter turnout in elections?
Do you think the president
should only be a naturalborn citizen?

Writing Activities
Expository writing: Compare the
democratic and republican parties
Expository writing:Explain why
third parties are not as popular in
the United States

Reading Activities
Read George Washington's Farewell and highlight important advice
Read current political parties platform and sort the beliefs by topic
Read the constitution and identify the requirements for political office

Take your students to the next level with these higher
order thinking activities
Create your own political party with a candidate, platform, and symbols
Conduct a mock election

Sample Lesson

American Political System

Why we teach
The United States and the World
The United States and the world is by far some of my
favorite standards in civics. I love teaching about
international conflict the United States has taken part in and
the consequences. These standards are usually taught in
the end, so many lessons are a great way to wrap up civics.
According to the national standards for civics and
government, students will learn:
1. How is the world organized politically?
2. How has the United States influenced other nations
3. How have other countries influenced American politics
and society
These standards can make a short unit but can be the most
impactful if you includes discussions and current events.

Tip:
This is the perfect time to
use current events!

How do you teach
The United States and the World
Let's brainstorm how you teach the U.S. and the world.
In the space below, write down the activities you use to
teach the U.S. and the world in the classroom.

Bell Ringer You Use

Think of all the
resources that you use
from the past and
present

Checks for Understanding

The United States and the
World
Activites

Higher Order Thinking Activites

What to Teach
The United States and the World
Now that you have brainstormed activities you conduct in the
classroom, read some examples of activities to use. Check off the
activities you would like to incorporate into your civics classroom.
Bell Ringers

Writing Activities

Do you think political parties are
necessary?
Why is there such a low voter
turnout in elections?
Do you think the president should
only be a natural-born citizen?

Create a cause and effect map of
the conflicts the United States has
been apart of
Watch FDR asking congress to
declare war after the pearl harbor
attack and answer the
following questions
What is the best tactic to deal
with international conflict,
diplomacy or military action?
Narrative writing: Write a letter
as an american soldier in an
international conflict as they go
through the conflict

Discussion Topics
Read George Washington's Farewell and highlight important advice
Read current political parties platform and sort the beliefs by topic
Read the constitution and identify the requirements for political office

Take your students to the next level with
these higher order thinking activities
Conduct a socratic seminar. Let students discuss the United States
reaction to international conflicts from World War I. Ask students to
discuss if the United States was justify in the reaction. Also predict
how the United States will react to future conflicts.

Sample Lesson
The United States and the World

List of Videos
For Civics
Videos can help solidify the man points from your lessons. Showing videos also
helps students who are visual learners. Using videos can be a great addition to
each lesson. Below you will find a list of my go to videos I show in my civics
classes.
Foundations of Government
America the Story of Us: Declaration of Independence
| History

American Political System
US Political Parties - Democrats, Republicans, & Third Parties

Too Late to Apologize: A Declaration
George Washington Reads The Declaration of Independence
How Is the Declaration of Independence Preserved?
Foundations of Democracy, the Magna Carta, Mayflower,
Paine's Common Sense Civics

Mr. Brett's American Revolution Playlist

United States Government
A 3-minute guide to the Bill of Rights - Belinda Stutzman
Mr. Brett's Ultimate consitution Playlist

Third parties in the United States | US government and civics |
Khan Academy
Party Crashers: A Political History With LEGOs | NBC News
Does your vote count? The Electoral College
explained - Christina Greer

United States and the World
U.S. Foreign Policy
U.S. Foreign Wars & Conflicts - Overview

How to teach the Articles of Confederation
The Making of the American Constitution - Judy Walton
Barney Fife The Preamble To The Constitution
Schoolhouse Rock: America - I'm Just a Bill Music Video
Griot B - 3 Branches Superheroes (Checks and Balances Rap)
Sesame Street: Sonia Sotomayor: "The Justice Hears a Case."

Citizenship
US Citizenship - Becoming a Citizen
- Civics EOC
Immigrants at Ellis Island | History

Remember to watch
videos before
showing to your
students!

List of Journal Prompts
For Civics
Journaling can be a powerful tool to use in civics. Journaling
gives students and opportunity to express their opinions without
the pressure of talking in class. You can use this list of journal
prompts as a refernce.
1. Why is it important to study civics?
2. Write about a time in your life when you had to stand up for your
rights?
3. In your opinion, what is the difference between authority and
power?
4. What are some consequences if you do not follow the rules of a
school or country?
5. Do you think the voting age should be set at age 18?
6. Why is it important to recognize days like September 11th?
7. List 5 things you are given as an American citizen.
8. What would are founding fathers think of the United States
today?
9. What does life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness mean to
you?
10.Rate the candidates for political offices opening statement on a
scale of 1-5

Common Core Standards
For Civics
Four common core standard categories that apply to
civics directly! Use this page as a reference when
planning civic lessons.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge:
I use these standards when creating research projects for
my civics lessons
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7-12.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8-12.8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9-12.9

Text Types and Purposes
I use these standards when creating research projects for
my civics lessons
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7-12.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8-12.8
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9-12.9

Comprehension and Collaboration
I use these standards when creating collaborative activities.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1-12.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2-12.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.3-12.3

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
I use these standards when creating collaborative activities
and speeches.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.4-12.4
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.5-12.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.6-12.6

