CHEERING SQUAD
I’ve been a Christian for most of my life. My husband
and I have always faithfully tithed even through the most
faithful to the faithful. I spent 40+ years in the real estate
industry and although I know a lot about real estate and
mortgages, I had no earthly idea how to get rid of debt
without making extra payments, etc. I’m so grateful for
my friend, Lynn Gardner, for helping us see our finances
the way GOD sees our finances and for pointing us in the
right direction to be debt free in a fraction of the time we
were on schedule for. We have a great marriage and
we’re looking forward to retirement that will only be
possible for us if we are debt free!
BJ Clark
Florida
Back in 2015, I came across a prayer for wisdom to handle
finances efficiently and for God to show us how to save,
spend, and organize our money to live a debt free life.
Back then I was saying that prayer daily and then
eventually I tucked it away in my Bible and forgot about
it. I am a true believer that God hears our prayers and
that His timing is always perfect. Sometimes he answers
us instantly and other times it’s five years later. In Spring
of 2020, my husband and I were wanting to consolidate
our mortgages, and after being turned down by four
banks, I was at wit's end. I was literally crying out to God
asking him “Why?” I kept thinking “Surely, God must
have something better in store for us...like the lottery.”
Instead, he sent a beautiful messenger, my good friend,

Lynn Gardner. Lynn talked with us and put us on the
right path to financial freedom. The more she talked
about God and what the Bible says about money, the
more that old prayer kept popping in my head. She
showed us how to take our current mortgages, with 15
and 20 years left to payoff and reduce it down to less than
10 years without having to refinance! I remembered
crying as she was explaining all of this because for the
first time in years I felt like I could see the light at the end
of the tunnel. As Lynn always says, “It’s all God...I’m just
the messenger.” She’s right! God sent her to us that
beautiful sunny day to show us a better way to financial
freedom and we are forever grateful.
L Alligood
Louisiana
I feel that most individuals regardless of their age or
status, keep their financial troubles a secret due to the
feeling of shame, failure, and embarrassment. In Lynn
Gardner’s book, “Break the Chains”, Lynn speaks of debt
as not a sense of failure, but rather motivates and uplifts
the reader to enable them to make a positive change. As a
business owner, public speaker, team leader, and author,
Lynn has experienced many similar personal situations as
her readers. Lynn’s vast knowledge combined with her
honesty in sharing these experiences, allows the reader to
have the confidence to accomplish their financial goals.
“Break the Chains” is a must read for young adults and
older generations, regardless of where you are financially.
It is truly a best seller read that will benefit your future.
TS Corle
North Carolina

I’ve known Lynn Gardner for years – with her I’m always
reminded of those old E.F. Hutton commercials, when she
talks, I listen. Her vast experience in real estate/finance is
incredible, but when you couple that with supernatural
wisdom from God it blows me away! Through Lynn,
God has been dealing with me over my finances. I tithe
most of the time, but never my first fruits (before taxes) –
and when I had a major expense on my plate, I would
skip the tithing altogether because I saw the expense a
bigger priority than my tithe. It shook me to the core
when Lynn said “you’re robbing God of what rightfully
belongs to Him” – ouch! I’ve never really struggled
financially, and for the most part I’ve always had plenty
to go around to do what I want to do and go where I want
to go, so I didn’t think I had any “issues” with money,
until I heard from Lynn, that is. I see now how
everything belongs to Him and that He has blessed me
abundantly, not because I’m more deserving in any way,
but so that He can use me financially to do His work. The
missing piece of my faith puzzle was my own heart and
God used Lynn to get me there. Tough lesson but I’m
grateful.
D Miller
Maryland

For the love of God

BREAK
THE
CHAINS
A good person leaves an inheritance
for their children’s children
Proverbs 13:22

Lynn Gardner
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This book is dedicated to my children, my grandchildren,
my friends, and to a Mighty God who walked me through
a “Joseph pit” to inspire me to make a generational
difference in the lives of others…one family at a time.
Together we can BREAK THE CHAINS
of financial bondage…for the love of God
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INTRODUCTION
The Bible mentions money over 800 times, and yet we
rarely mention it in the Church outside of a push for
tithing or a rally for a capital campaign to fund a goal.
Why do we refrain from talking about a topic that Jesus
thought was important enough to teach over and over
again?
From one generation to the next, we’ve bought into
mortgages that look more like life-sentences, car loans
that often outlive the car, and revolving credit that is
nearly impossible to pay off because of compound
interest. We’ve fooled ourselves into believing that as
long as we can responsibly make the payments, we are
“good stewards” of God’s money. Paying our bills on
time is being responsible, but not necessarily being a good
steward. It’s ALL God’s money, and there’s a whole lot of
it being flushed down the toilet...knowingly and
Unknowingly. It’s about time we talk about money…in

and out of the church.
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Years ago, the church fed the poor and looked after the
widows and orphans, but years ago, the church and its
people weren’t saddled with debt, and there always
seemed to be enough to meet the needs.

Is it even

possible to justify so much of our money being spent
unnecessarily on things like interest - money that could be
easily used to meet needs if we weren’t so eager to pay
the price for borrowed money?
How did it come to be that the modern church depends
on the government to do the job of God’s people? These
days, many of our churches send the needy to the
government FIRST - if the government can’t help (or the
resources have run out) THEN, and only then, will the
church consider filling the needs on its own. Think about
that for a minute. The very government that has begun to
persecute the church, which supports legalized abortion,
that supports same sex marriage, and endorses a
smorgasbord of genders, is the same government we call
upon to help the needy on our behalf? That’s a sign of a
serious heart problem in the modern Church today.
Could it be that debt is taking the first position in our
lives today, and it’s eating up the resources that God’s
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people could (and should) be using to take care of the
practical needs for those less fortunate? Hmm…
It’s time to talk about money.
It’s time to be good stewards.
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS to the bondage of
debt…

for the love of God.
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS
“True individual freedom cannot exist without economic security
and independence. People who are hungry and out of a job are the
stuff of which dictatorships are made”
Franklin D. Roosevelt

My father was born in 1913 in Fuquay, North Carolina.
His parents owned farmland - their primary crop was
tobacco (long before tobacco got a bad name, and they
took pride in their ability to produce it. My grandparents
grew fruits and vegetables and sold the abundance in a
local market once they were absolutely sure they’d have
enough to get a family of 9 through the winter AND a

little extra stashed away for a family or friends in need.
Proceeds from selling their crops were used to buy new
shoes, clothes, and other essentials.

I’m sure they

probably wished for plenty of things, and I’m sure they
had dreams of their own just like everybody else, but they
wanted for nothing.
In addition to produce, the family raised chickens, cows,
and pigs, and they knew how to preserve, cure, and can.
They were self-sufficient…and they were generous.
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Gardner Family Farm, Fuquay, NC - 1912

My father was a teenager during the Great Depression.
He remembered it well and spoke of it often. He recalled
how his younger brother, a young teenager himself,
would hold his hand at night, looking for assurance that
everything would be okay. My family didn’t go hungry,
and they didn’t rely on a paycheck to buy the necessities,
but they weren’t able to avoid the pain and suffering that
touched their lives often in the days surrounding the
Great Depression.
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One day stood out from all the others for my father as he
recalled a steady stream of men knocking on their door
offering to trade work for a morsel of food. My father
said, “they were drawn and dirty, with no hope in their

eyes.” The image of those desperate men, so beaten down
and impoverished, never left my father’s memory.
I’m sure my grandfather could have found plenty of jobs
for each one of them to do to fulfill their offer to trade
work for food. After all, it was a large farm, and there
was always more work to be done than hands to do it.
Instead, my grandfather invited each one into their home,
and my grandmother got busy serving them a hot meal,
enough biscuits to fill their empty stomachs, and a sack
lunch for the road. Those men were served with love and
grace, and they were treated with the dignity they
deserved. I hear it was amazing to see how far a little
compassion and a hot meal would go toward lifting the
spirit of a man.
That night after the family prayed over their evening
meal my grandfather began to weep. He wept over their
pain. He wept over their shame. He wept with gratitude
that his family wasn’t suffering the way so many others
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were, and he wept as he gave thanks for the abundance
they had to share with others less fortunate. That was the
first and last time my father ever saw my grandfather cry.
My father was a great storyteller, and he could paint a
picture

of

the

hardships

surrounding

the

Great

Depression that would make any grown man cry. He
didn’t just talk about the doom and gloom though, my
father also spoke about plenty of good things too.

He

spoke about how incredible it was to see that farm
community praying for a bigger harvest just so that they
could meet the needs of others. He talked about how
people rallied together to help one another with
everything from farm supplies to food, to help care for the
sick, and compassionate help as they buried their loved
ones.

He talked about how they helped widows and

women who were abandoned while their husbands
looked for work and how neighbors made sure the family
didn’t go hungry. My father said, “if not for the church,

America would have starved to death.”

He wasn’t

referring to the physical church, although the local
churches served up plenty of hot soup to the hungry
during those days.

My father was referring to THE
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church – God’s people – when he said, “if not for the

church.” It was God’s people who generously shared
what they had with others in need over and over again
while praying for a bigger harvest to equip them to help
even more.
The Great Depression is far behind us now, along with
the heart and generosity that was prevalent so long ago.
Can you even imagine hearing God’s people fervently
praying today for an abundance (during the worst
economic downturn in the history of America), not for
themselves, but so that they would have more to give to

those in need? Wow!

What happened to that America?
What happened to that Church?
How does it come to be that we don’t weep over the pain
and shame of another at such a time as this, and why
don’t we invite them into our homes to serve up a hot
meal?

Why don’t we pray for an abundance so that we have
more to give to those in need?
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More importantly, why do we depend on the government
to feed and clothe our poor instead of doing what God
commands His people to do in His name?
Believe it or not, the answer comes down to

money.

You see, it’s how we perceive money that dictates how we
save, how we spend, how or if we tithe, how we give, if
we multiply it, how we prepare for the future, AND how
willing we are to encumber our lives with debt that may

or may not be paid off before we die. Is it any wonder
that Jesus talked about money so much?
It's time to roll back the clock to that place where
Christlike love overflowed, and the needs of others were
met

by

God’s

people,

instead

of

the

people’s

government…a time when people pleaded with God for
MORE to give away instead of more to spend.
It’s time to examine our hearts to look closely at how we
view our finances in ways (unfortunately) you won’t hear
about in the church - the church that refuses to talk about
money outside of its own needs or agenda – the church
that teaches us that discussions about “business” (or how
we earn our living) has no place there - the church that
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distorts the message of the “money changer” to avoid the
topic of money, material possessions, wealth building,
and benevolence altogether. Perhaps that church needs to
revisit the 800 references to money that Jesus used. If
Jesus Christ could use the topic of money to drive home a
message intended to soften the heart, surely the church
should be doing the same! You can’t go wrong when you
follow Him.
It’s time to get back to Kingdom business…the ONLY
business that really matters at all.
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS of financial
bondage…

for the love of God.
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BAIL OUT OR SOLD OUT?
True individual freedom cannot exist without economic
security and independence. People who are hungry and out of
a job are the stuff of which dictatorships are made. Franklin D.
Roosevelt

Franklin D. Roosevelt took office in 1932 during the Great
Depression, the worst economic crisis in U.S. history.
Millions of Americans lost their jobs, their homes, and
their savings, so Roosevelt came up with the New Deal to
turn the crisis around.
FDR's New Deal was a series of federal programs
launched to reverse the nation's decline. New Deal
programs did put people back to work; they helped banks

rebuild their capital (by loaning money), which ultimately
restored their economic health. Sounds fantastic on the
surface, right? But this New Deal was the beginning of
the economic dependency Roosevelt warned about where

“dictatorships are made.”
While most New Deal programs ended as the U.S. entered
World War II, a few still survive today, like the Securities
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and Exchange Commission, the FDIC, Fannie Mae, and
Social Security, just to name a few. But the most
significant thing to survive the Great Depression can’t be
defined as a “program,” it can best be described as a
paradigm shift in how we perceive debt overall.

“How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in
his own cramped stomach but in the wretched bellies of
his children? You can't scare him--he has known a fear
beyond every other.”
Much like in the financial crisis of 2007-2008, the 1930's
economic downturn came on the heels of a housing
market bubble that burst. By the start of the Roosevelt
administration in 1932, nearly half of all American

mortgages were in default, and at its worst in 1933 - 1,000
homes were foreclosed on every single day. Building
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construction came to a halt putting workers out of their
jobs and amplifying the economic fallout. As banks failed
by the thousands, even worthy borrowers couldn't get

loans to buy homes.
Banks were already in the business of loaning mortgage
money leading up to the Great Depression, but they
evolved under the New Deal; the beginning of the
nightmare we see today with 30-year mortgages riddled
with compound interest that payment-driven consumers
don’t understand.

Before the downturn, it was customary to make a good
down-payment that varied case-by-case, depending on
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the property and the individual bank requirements. The
mortgages at that time were interest-only. The average
interest was 6% - the terms were typically 5 to 7 years. At
the end of the interest-only term, the buyer made a
balloon payment for the balance. Paying off a home was
such a big deal back then that most people hosted a party
to celebrate their freedom. The idea of an interest-only 5
to 7-year mortgage might sound foreign to people today.
However, not only was it customary for people to pay off
their homes that quickly back then, but it’s also entirely
possible to do the same today - IF we refuse to accept
simple interest as a long-term solution to financing.
When the Great Depression hit, there were very few
buyers with the means to borrow and even fewer banks
with the ability to loan, so the New Deal came to the
rescue to stimulate spending again. Banking regulations
were put into place for the New Deal, and those 5-year
interest-only

mortgages

were

replaced

by

15-year

amortized loans that made affordability easier and paying
off nearly impossible for most. That one single piece of
FDR’s stimulus plan was a defining moment that
consumers didn’t see coming. The focus switched from
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paying off a mortgage within just a few short years, to
borrowing based on the ability to swing the monthly
payment for 15 years and then 30, and today we’re
introducing 40-year mortgages more and more. Pride of
(true) ownership was traded for the privilege to borrow
long-term money riddled with interest, and even though
we ultimately pay twice as much as the original loan, we
haven’t been the same ever since. We have an insatiable
appetite for more. Habakkuk 2:5 describes our money
mentality much better than I can; “Because he is as greedy

as the grave and, like death, is never satisfied.
The New Deal mortgage program stimulated spending
the way it was designed to. What worked for the Great
Depression era still works today – when interest rates get
lowered (for instance), the government is attempting to
lure its people into debt. The more you spend (or
borrow), the healthier the economy is! But hidden in the
small print of those loans for people excited about
homeownership was the truth behind what it looks like to
pay interest amortized over decades and the truth behind
why so many of us never pay off a home anymore.

15 | P a g e

Interest is fantastic IF you’re on the receiving end, but it’s
not so bright if you’re on the other side. Paying interest
(compounded or amortized) is ridiculous, and once we
understand how interest really works – we get busy
paying off debt. At least that’s what good stewards of
God’s money do!!

It's time to wise up about money.
It’s time for us to control our debt instead of being content
to allow our debt to control us. Complacency is a killer.
Good stewardship is NOT just about making timely
payments if those payments are riddled with ridiculous
amounts of interest for the privilege of borrowing, and it
doesn’t have to be that way! We don’t need a windfall –
we don’t need to make double payments – we need to
learn to bank like the bankers do.
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS…
for the love of God
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RETURN TO THE
WALTON’S
“Rich people buy luxuries last, while the poor and middle class
tend to buy luxuries first.” Robert T. Kiyosaki

The Walton’s was a television program about a family in
rural Virginia during the Great
Depression and World War II. It
premiered in 1972, and (not so)
surprisingly, it lasted for nine
seasons and has been re-running
ever since.

The Walton’s was

famous for all generations because of its focus on family
and family values. More than that, it was popular because
it was the reflection of a family lifestyle so many
Americans could still relate to; multigenerational living.
The Walton home was filled to the brim with seven
children and their parents, along with grandpa and
grandma, the original owners of the family home and
lumbermill. The house wasn’t 10,000 square feet, there
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wasn’t a bedroom for every family member, and none of
the bedrooms had private bathrooms. But what they DID
have

was

financial

security

and

love—just

one

multigenerational home with lots of love and 11 people to
share the burdens of life.
The Walton’s was a perfect picture of the way housing
was handled back in the “old days.” I know this to be true
from stories told to me by my father. Owning a family
home (free and clear back in those days) meant that it was
a FAMILY home, not a sign of independence or a symbol
of wealth or poverty the way it is today. As kids grew up
and got married, it was customary for them to share the
FAMILY home UNTIL they were financially prepared to
buy, build, or rent on their own. If they had to expand to
make room for more, they added on here and there…,
and they were happy to do it. By the way, this is the
reason why you see so many older homes with a
patchwork of additions…additions built NOT to add
sprawling

space

the

way

we

do

today,

but

to

accommodate a family growing through holy matrimony.
It didn’t matter how long it took to help the young couple
secure their future, there was always an extra bed
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somewhere, and another potato could always be added
to the soup pot. The end of the road for the
parents/grandparents back in those days looked a lot like
it did in the Walton’s; grandpa and grandma were
surrounded by love from the next generation. They were
well cared for by family before they passed away.
Multigenerational living pays off in more ways than one!
I’ve sold thousands of homes in my real estate career, and
I’ve seen firsthand what multigenerational living looks
like as people from various cultural backgrounds bought
with the entire family in mind. They’re accustomed to
sharing their space for the greater financial good, AND
they wouldn’t dump a grandpa or grandma into a
nursing home if their life depended on it. I’ve also seen
these multigenerational homeowners get harassed for
their lifestyle, and they are often pressured into moving
on all because their neighbors didn’t like the idea of a
large family living under one roof. County ordinances
were introduced to stop multigenerational living, and in
many cases, they succeeded. The complainers stand to
learn a lot from their multigenerational neighbors. For
instance, instead of 3 or 4 family members paying 3 or 4
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mortgages/rents along with 3 or 4 electric bills and 3 or 4
cable bills, they all share the load.

This isn’t poverty

mentality – it’s WEALTH mentality. The ones to sacrifice
sprawling space for the greater financial gain end up
building wealth UNLIKE most of their complaining
neighbors.

“Rich people buy luxuries last, while the poor and middle
class tend to buy luxuries first.” Robert T. Kiyosaki
What happened to multigenerational living in America?
Here you go:
1. Ample access to borrowed money
2. Greed
3. Diminished family values
The combination of these three things created a monster.
It’s the perfect storm and the very reason why most
people get stuck in the bondage of debt and NEVER build
wealth of their own.
Today we can’t wait for our grown children to leave the
nest to fulfill the American dream of homeownership of
their own, and as long as the borrowed money flows,
we’re content for them to be up to their ears in debt too.
We’ve traded teaching them to value money and the
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importance of building wealth, for teaching them to value

their ability to borrow instead. It’s a sad day when a
FICO® score is more important than a GPA.
Today “Greed” is our middle name. We don’t want to
share a bedroom, a bathroom, or even a TV. We don’t
want life interrupted by an adult child, a friend or family
member in distress, or, God forbid, an elderly parent. We
have that “WE WORKED HARD FOR WHAT WE HAVE
“and a “SHOP TIL YOU DROP” mentality, and we’re
happy to send the kids out into the world as fast as we
possibly can so that they don’t waste time repeating our
ridiculous patterns.

Sadly, we want soaking tubs and

man caves more than we want to build long-term wealth.
We’re a part of the “take care of yourself first” generation,
and it shows. The worst part is that we’re teaching the
same thing to our children. Remember that as you watch
them struggle, and don’t be surprised when your phone
no longer rings.
Most of us will sell/buy a new home every 7 to 10 years
because we’re never satisfied. Once again, as long as the
borrowed money options are open, we’ll keep borrowing
most of our lives because we want what we want when
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we want it. We’re content to take care of ourselves FIRST,
and we don’t much care if there is anything leftover at the
end of the day for our heirs. But the Bible says, “a good

man leaves an inheritance for their children’s children” –
instead of the “that’s their problem” mentality that is
prevalent today. We’re greedy, and it all began with our
ability to borrow more and more money.
Many things can be attributed to diminished family
values - from televisions in every room, to 24/7 access to
the internet, to smartphones, to plenty of sprawling space
to get away from each other. Sadly, dedicated family time
is a thing of the past in most households - microwaves
give us the option to re-heat and replace what used to be
a family meal filled with family conversation.
Believe it or not, we see the decline of family values when
we take a closer look at how the American dream has
progressed over time:
1950s: The average new home sold for $82,098. It had 983
square feet of floor space and a household size of 3.37
people, or 292 square feet per person. Homes had more
shower space than sleep space: 1.5 bedrooms and 2.35
bathrooms.
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1960s: The average new-home size grew to 1,200 square
feet, giving its 3.33 residents a spacious 360 square feet of
room apiece. The bedroom-bathroom ratio flipped from
the previous decade, with 2.5 bedrooms and 1.5
bathrooms. The average price: $118,657.
1970s: Homes continued to get bigger — an average of
1,500 square feet. With the household size shrinking to
3.14, each person luxuriated in 478 square feet of
personal space. The average price was $160,338.
1980s: The average amount of space per household
resident more than doubled in a generation to 630 square
feet (a total of 1,740 square feet for a household of 2.76
people). The average price more than doubled since the
’50s as well, climbing to $216,338. Television sets per
household totaled 1.57.
1990s: The average new home sold for $268,055. It had
2,080 square feet of floor space, and the household size of
2.63 people, or 791 square feet per person — enough to
make those luxurious accommodations in the 1970s look
like a shack.
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2000s: The square feet per person continued its climb,
now at 865 (2,266 total square feet for a household of 2.62
people). The average price is $281,141. The number of
television sets per household reached two for the first
time.
2010s: The average new home ($292,700) with 924 square
feet per person (2.59 people per household, 2,392 total
square feet) — three times the space afforded in the 1950s.
Television sets per household jumped to 2.93.
2020: The average home price climbed to $397,000 – the
average size is now 2700 square feet – almost 3 times
what it was in 1950. The average size family is 2.6 people
– 1038 square feet per person. The average home has 2.5
television sets – a drop as we’ve replaced televisions with
smartphones and tablets.
So, now you see that diminished family values have a
whole lot more to do with money and greed than perhaps
you could ever have imagined. It’s not “progress” – its
progressive decline instead.
In the 1950’s there was a homeownership strategy known
as “three to free” that many homebuyers adhered to at
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that time. In essence, a young couple would purchase
their first home, and they stayed put for 5 to 7 years.
There was no such thing as 100% financing or first-time
homebuyer credits – these people customarily put 20%
down as a deposit on their first home; so, they walked in
the door with equity.
At the end of the 5-7 years, they sold the first home and
applied 100% of their equity toward purchasing their 2nd
home. By the way, their equity wasn’t just the result of a
healthy market; back in those days, they hadn’t bought
into long-term mortgages, and they were eager to
eliminate debt as fast as they could, so they applied as
much as they could toward the debt all along.
In approximately 5 to 7 years, they were ready to sell
house #2 for the final purchase using the “three to free”
concept.

When they purchased the 3rd home, all the

equity from the 1st and 2nd home was applied, and they
usually paid cash for their third home – if not, they had a

very low balance that they paid off very quickly. Many
people have received an inheritance from parents or
grandparents who diligently worked toward having their
home paid in full. THAT was the American dream – a
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house paid in full, a dream that has now been distorted

beyond recognition.
It IS the American dream to own your own home…it IS
something to work toward, and it takes borrowing money
to get there for most of us. But our insatiable appetite for
sprawling space and bigger mortgages is backfiring, and
we risk leaving our heirs with a mess to clean up instead
of an estate that is free and clear.
Sadly, without help, most Americans never pay off a
home in their lifetime. In addition to moving every few
years and starting the 30-year ball rolling all over again,
we lack the knowledge to “break the code” on interest so
that we can pay off the principal in a fraction of the time.

The good news is that there IS help; the bad news
is that far too many people ignore it.
Are YOU ready to talk about money?
Are you willing to hear what God has to say about the
way you’re stewarding His money?
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS…

for the love of God
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COMPOUNDING
PROBLEMS
“Compound interest is the 8th wonder of the world. Those who
understand it, earn it. Those who don’t, pay it.”

Rumor has it when Albert Einstein was asked what
mankind's greatest invention was, he replied: "Compound

interest." There's even one claim that Einstein called
compound interest the "8th Wonder of the World."

While we’ll probably be debating forever about whether
Einstein actually spoke those words or not, there is no
question that the compounding of interest is a brilliant
concept. Benjamin Franklin described it like this: “Money

makes money. And the money that money makes, makes
money." That is probably the simplest explanation of
compound interest you'll ever hear.
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Thought to have
originated in 17thcentury Italy,
compound interest
can best be
described as
"interest on
interest" and will make a sum grow faster than simple
interest, which is calculated only on the principal
amount. It’s startling to see how few people understand
the difference between compound and simple interest.
Low-interest mortgage rates are drawing hundreds of
thousands of people into the real estate market today.
Still, even a modest (compared to the national average)
$200,000 home at 2.5% interest will cost the homeowner
upwards of $100,000 in interest by the time they pay off
their home.
To be fair, compound interest is a fabulous thing if you’re
fortunate enough to earn it the way the banks do. Who
wouldn’t like to earn interest on interest?

The better

question is, who would willingly pay interest for 30
years (compounded or not) when it doesn’t have to be
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that way? Whether you have a mortgage or racking up
interest on things like credit cards, you probably agree
with Einstein about it being the most powerful force in

the universe.

Credit cards, merchant cards, student loans, and auto loans use
compound interest, and it’s the compound interest that makes
the lenders a fortune and costs you a fortune to borrow. In fact,
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it’s compound interest that will keep you in debt for your
lifetime if you aren’t careful.
Most of us have good intentions when it comes to debt. We
make more than the minimum payment due whenever we can,
and we believe that we’re chiseling away at the balance. BUT
when you’re paying interest ON interest, it takes a whole lot
more than a minimum payment plus a little bit extra to make a
real difference in the balance we owe…and the lenders LOVE it
that way. The longer you take to pay off your balance, the
better off they’ll be!

If paying a little bit extra each month isn’t the answer, and we
don’t have a windfall like winning the lottery or an unexpected
inheritance, how are we supposed to get rid of the debt? The
short answer is that if you don’t take serious action NOW, your
debt will likely outlive you. It comes down to learning how to
“break the code” on compound interest…something most
people don’t know how to do!

The timeliest (and most logical) approach comes by way of a
strategy that has been used for decades across the globe – a
process that specifically addresses paying as little interest as
possible, which means that more of our money goes toward
paying down debt than it does paying interest.
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Years ago, when I was in the real estate auction business, I held
a board position with the National Association of Realtors®.
We heard about how 90% of Australia's homeowners were
using the auction method as a first choice to sell. We were
astounded by their auction volume, and we assumed that
somehow their sellers were more progressive thinkers. So, we
called them to the USA to learn from them what they were
doing.

We learned a lot from those auction professionals, but the
biggest thing we learned about had nothing to do with how
progressive their clients were – it was how low the debt ratio
was. Most of their clients owed little to nothing on their homes!
Our Australian friends went on to tell us that most homeowners
customarily used what was called a “One Account” to escalate
the payoff of their mortgages and/or to build equity fast.
Truthfully, I wasn’t paying a whole lot of attention to their
approach to debt. Still, I understood it to be a system developed
specifically for mortgage debt that helped homeowners
“eliminate” interest…it sounded to me like a debt elimination
program on steroids. Since Australian homeowners were in a
favorable equity position (by way of the One Account strategy),
they were using the auction method to determine what the
market would bear instead of trying to determine the value
through a traditional listing.
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After being carefully studied by U.S. mortgage and I.T.
professionals, the One Account system was transformed into a
digital program using hundreds of mathematical algorithms, and
today, it doesn’t just address mortgage debt; it addresses ALL
debt. So, as it turns out, with little to no mortgage debt, the
Aussies gladly took their properties to auction as a FIRST
choice, instead of a last resort the way so many do in America.
Low debt/no debt opens up LOTS of financial options, that’s
for sure.

By working smarter, not harder, it IS entirely possible to pay
off a home in a fraction of the time IF we quit buying based on
the payment (instead of the total debt) and IF we learn how to
pay the least amount of interest as possible. Interest is our
BIGGEST expense by far, whether it’s simple interest on a
mortgage or compounded interest on credit cards.

Now that

you are beginning to understand it, it’s time to stop paying so
much of it!

It's time to BREAK THE CHAINS to the bondage of debt…
for the love of God
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CHARGE IT!
Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge or puts up
security for debts; if you lack the means to pay, your very bed
will be snatched from under you” - Proverbs 22:26-27

Most people can’t remember what life was like without
the ability to borrow money to buy what they want when

they want it, but credit cards haven’t been around forever.
The

progression

to

what

we

have

today

is

fascinating…and devastating.
The first credit card was inspired by a businessman by the
name of Frank McNamara in 1949. As the story goes,
McNamara took his bride out for dinner in New York
City without realizing that he had forgotten his wallet at
home. It was an embarrassment he resolved never to face

again.

Fortunately for the McNamara’s, his wife had

enough cash to pay the tab; but in 1949, it was considered
disgraceful for a woman to pay for a date, which only
added fuel to McNamara’s fire. This experience inspired
a “solution” that would change the way we live AND
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how we think about
money; the beginning
of the “I want what I

want when I want it”
mindset.
It didn’t take long for McNamara to develop a plan to
assure that he would never get caught off guard without
cash again. He created a date night membership club,
printed cardboard membership cards, and hit the streets
with his Diner’s Club® Card concept. Within one year, he
had over 10,000 members from New York’s business elite,
with 28 restaurants and two hotels prepared to accept
monthly billing for date nights.
In February 1950, McNamara returned to the same
restaurant where his concept was inspired by one of his
life’s most embarrassing moments. When the bill arrived,
McNamara paid with his personal Diners Club® Card.
This event was hailed as the "First Supper," and it paved
the way for the multipurpose charge cards we use today.
What began as a convenient means to pay for
entertainment used primarily by the “elite” in New York
evolved into an option for everyday folks to finance fun
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even if they had no idea how they’d ultimately pay for the
bill loaded with finance fees when it arrived. And so, the
revolving credit aka CHARGE IT nightmare begins.
Today we have charge cards for everything from
electronics to clothing, and we have an abundance of
bank cards with interest ranging from 0% to 36%, with the
highest bank card interest rate (offered by First Premier
Bank) was 86%. Sadly, poor credit consumers can’t seem
to get their hands on credit cards fast enough, and they’re
more than willing to pay the fees to get access to
borrowed money again.

People don’t usually think about the fact that they’re

borrowing money every time they whip that card out to
CHARGE IT, but that’s exactly what they’re doing.
Borrowed money to fill up the car. Borrowed money to
buy new clothes. Borrowed money to go out to dinner.
Borrowed money to go on vacation.
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Do you get the picture?
If we didn’t have revolving credit cards to tap into when
faced with an unexpected expense, an emergency, or
when we see something we think we can’t live without,
would saving money be a priority again?

You bet it

would!
Credit cards give us a false sense of security, and they are
the very reason why the average American has less than
$1,000 in savings. No worries, those credit card
companies are sooooo nice that when we get close to our
credit limit, they increase our ability to borrow more and
more! The average American today has almost $7,000 in
credit card debt that, without a plan or a miracle, will take
them years to pay off…yes, all because of compound
interest.
The quickest route to building wealth is by eliminating
debt! Living like you have plenty of money by borrowing
from a credit card doesn’t make it so.
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS of the bondage of
debt…for the love of God
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CONDITIONED TO ACCEPT
DEBT
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps
what he sows. Galatians 6:7

It seems like credit scores have been around forever, but
they didn’t seriously come into play in banking until the
1980s. Before that, banks loaned based on character and
not your FICO® score. Today, a good credit score is an
open door to borrowing more money regardless of your
“character,” so Americans are forever chasing a good
score.

Outside of getting better rates on things like

insurance (for instance) the ONLY purpose of a good
credit score is to go deeper and deeper in debt. Credit
repair companies specialize in helping people with
damaged credit build a higher credit score so that they
can borrow more! Nine times out of 10, most people with
a bad credit score today will have a bad credit score down
the line again too, because of their appetite to borrow.
The best approach to a good score is to pay off your debt
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– and YES, it is possible without a boatload of money.
Once the debt is reduced (or gone altogether), our options
are limitless. Some will choose to get more debt, while
others will begin to build wealth.

Which one sounds better to you?
More debt or more wealth?
Change in how we perceive money didn’t happen
overnight, and it didn’t happen without a lot of luring.
We went from a mindset of living within our means and
paying off debt as fast as humanly possible to buying into
laying it all on the line for a long-term financed
“American dream.” Before you know it, the abnormal

began to look normal. We were introduced to every
possible option to finance our homes, our vehicles, our
education, and all those things we don’t want to wait for.
We’ve been conditioned to accept debt, and every time
our borrowing slows down for various economic reasons,
another “stimulus plan” comes along to get us borrowing
more.
Today, most Americans are just one paycheck away from
disaster, with almost no savings in reserves. Not only do
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we NOT have control of our money, but the resources to
help others the way we used to is being eaten up in
consumer debt that is riddled with interest. We’re like
sheep being led to slaughter, and we’re smiling all the
way to signing on the dotted line. It’s for this very reason
that most of us never build wealth. Building wealth is
only possible when we get a handle on our debt.
How do we get a handle on it?
We come up with a plan to pay it off!
How do we pay it off without a windfall of money?
We pay it off by eliminating as much interest as we
possibly can so that most of our payment is going toward
the principal instead of most of it going toward interest.
We learn to bank the way the banks do!
Naturally, your bank won’t teach you how to “break the
code” on interest; after all, they’re in the business of
making money by charging us interest ON interest
whenever they possibly can. For example, they LOVE
paying you .025 interest on your savings, and they LOVE
using your savings to loan out to a borrower that might
have an interest rate of 18.99% interest. Did you get that?
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They pay you almost nothing for the money you deposit
into savings –THEN they use your money to loan to
someone else at a HUGE profit. Jackpot! Before you get
too discouraged, just know that once you get a handle on
the compound interest you’re paying, THEN you can
begin to earn it yourself!
Breaking the chains to the bondage of debt doesn’t mean
you live like a pauper or that you never borrow money! It
means that you must change your perception of money,
and you need to start controlling IT instead of allowing it
to control YOU!
It means that you nix the debt roller coaster and trade it
for a plan to eliminate what you borrow as fast as you
can. After that, not only will you be able to build wealth
and leave a legacy for your family, but you’ll have the
means to help those less fortunate when God calls upon
you!
As is the case with any problem in life - the first step
toward change is acknowledging we have a problem - the
next step is doing something about it! ONLY YOU CAN
CHOOSE YOUR FINANCIAL DESTINY.
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Stop accepting a one-sided
banking system as if it’s the
norm. Stop paying thousands
of dollars toward interest that
you do not need to pay! Stop
making excuses for why you
have debt and why you don’t
have wealth. Now that you’re
wising up about how things have been working against
your finances for years, it’s time to have the courage to do
something about it!
You have the POWER to BREAK THE CHAINS of
financial bondage, and when you do – you’ll be breaking
the chains for the generations to come!
BREAK THE CHAINS for the love of God!
BREAK THE CHAINS for the love of your family!
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LIKE SHEEP LED TO
SLAUGHTER
But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed
by his own desire – James 1:14
It’s one thing to be conditioned to

accept debt, it’s another thing to be
lured into it. That “I want what I

want when I want it” attitude is the
perfect platform through which
creditors draw you into debt whether it makes rational financial
sense for you or not.

We’re like

sheep being led to slaughter. It’s
sad but true.
Before the real estate bubble burst in 2007, hundreds of
thousands of sheep were led to slaughter when they were
lured into buying homes by using “creative financing”
that was designed to fit their monthly budget. No doc
loans, interest-only loans, 5-year arm loans, you name it!
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Many buyers at that time couldn’t afford to buy a bicycle,
much less a home, but we lured them into the American
dream of homeownership using creative financing
anyway. Those people played a part of their own in the
bubble-bursting madness; their own desire enticed them,
and they threw caution to the wind to get it. The result
was financial devastation for them, for their families, and
for America overall. President Clinton proclaimed that
“every American had the right to homeownership.” He
ordered a lifting of the banking regulations so that almost
everyone could. But not everybody should own home

just because the President said so! Did it ever make sense
to lure people into mortgages they couldn’t possibly
afford to pay? It does IF we put boosting the economy
above the best interest of the consumer!
Housing isn’t the only thing we’ve been lured into. .
Commercials are riddled with enticing propositions about
how you can buy this-or own that with very little (or no)
money down and 0% interest rates for a season. Before
we know it, we’re enticed by our own desires all over
again, and we’re not willing to wait for the right time any
more than we’re willing to work for the resources to buy.
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I say this with all due respect; it’s ignorance that leads a
sheep to slaughter - ignorance about how money really
works, and ignorance about what borrowing really costs
us in the end - ignorance about how to manage debt and
ignorance about how we go about building wealth. If we
spent more time luring people into understanding and
valuing their money than we do luring them into financial
destruction, the world would be a better place, beginning
with each family.
It’s no secret God wants us to have a good life - He wants
us to thrive and prosper! He wants us to eat, drink and be
merry! God wants us to enjoy the journey while we’re
here on earth. Even so, do you think He has anything to
say about you buying a home you can’t really afford?

Are you daring Him to provide for the things you buy
when you shouldn’t? Do you think God is okay with you
putting your entire future on the line just to have what

you want when you want it, when it doesn’t make
financial sense at all? Do you think He’s clueless about
the money we’re flushing down the toilet?
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Do you think God understands when you buy a bigscreen TV (or some other toy) when you already can’t

make ends meet?
Do you think God cares when you go deeper into debt for
a $4.00 cup of coffee or a night out with friends? Do you
think He cares that you’re willing to pay compound
interest on a loan for the pleasure of food and drink?
Do you think God is willing to stand in line waiting for
you to stop mismanaging (His) money so that you can
make your tithe and offerings?
Do you think God gives a thumbs-up to you borrowing
money to fund Christmas, the celebration of the birth of
His son just because you don’t want to disappoint people?
The financed gifts may find their way under your
Christmas tree to avoid disappointing your loved ones,
but who are you disappointing in the end?
Money is a very big deal to a very Big God who used
money to drive home over 800 messages to His people.
He wants us to understand it. He wants us to value it.
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He wants us to respect it. He wants us to manage it well.
He wants us to multiply what we have. He wants us to
tithe our first fruits, AND HE wants us to give
sacrificially to meet the needs of others. That God, the
God of all Creation, isn’t okay with us justifying why
we’re reckless with the gifts He’s given to us. Until we

get that part right, we can’t find our way to financial
freedom – to that place where giving comes easy and
where joy is multiplied in the process!
The single most important thing we can do to turn things
around financially is to ACCEPT that it all belongs to
Him and that He’s entrusting us to do good things with
the blessings.
Does that mean that you live in a tent and walk to work?
No!

But that means you MUST change your mindset

about who the money belongs to, and you’ll stop living
like it all belongs to you.

You’ll be open to plans and

strategies to help you eliminate your debt as painlessly
and as quickly as you can. You’ll be more mindful of
what you’re spending money on - and when you begin to
see waste – you’ll stop.

You’ll start dreaming about
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multiplying

what

God has given to
you, and the more
you

dream,

the

more serious you
are about paying
down or paying off
what you owe so
you can begin the
multiplication journey. It’s that simple.
The Bible says:

From everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted
with much, much more will be asked. Luke 12:48
If it is your heartfelt desire that the Living God entrusts
you with more time, talent, and treasures, then it’s time to
be the best Asset Manager you can be on His behalf!

Let’s BREAK THE CHAINS…for the love of
God…once and for all!
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CHURCH BUSINESS
‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God. I know
your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could
wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out
of My mouth. Because you say, I am rich, have become
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know
that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and
naked—I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the
fire, that you may be rich. Revelation 3:1-18
Before lending regulations were lifted to spark the
outrageous real estate boom in the early 2000’s, it wasn’t
easy for churches to get banks to loan money, and it was a
very rare thing for banks to foreclose on a “house of
God.” Qualifying for a bank loan based on projected
donations doesn’t make much sense in a perfect world,
and nobody likes the idea of foreclosing on a house of
God, right?
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For the first time in history, the same mortgage
opportunities that were afforded to consumers during the
real estate boom became available to churches also, to the
tune of tens of billions of dollars. Low-interest rates and a
glut of cash worldwide were bringing capital into the
church sector that had begun to look for creative
financing. As a result, between 2003 and 2008, many niche
church lenders sprang up or significantly expanded their
reach. Capital flowed freely to fund new church
construction, whether from banks, credit unions, or bond
underwriters.
“One major church lender bridge-financed a congregation
approximately $10 million for a new building on the basis of a future
$10 million pledge made by a congregant who was a real estate
developer. When the local real estate market crashed, so did the
developer’s business. The $10 million pledge was never fulfilled, and
the church and its bank were left holding the bag on a loan the other
members of the church could not afford to service.”

At the peak of “religious lending” in 2007 and 2008,
church borrowers began to interact with specialty lenders,
such as the Evangelical Christian Credit Union, Church
Mortgage Acceptance Corporation, Strongtower Financial
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Ziegler. A number of major regional banks also got in on
the action. National City Bank and Bank of America both
ramped up lending to the religious community. It’s hard
to imagine any church “selling its soul” to borrow money
from the likes of Bank of America…but the temptation
was too great to ignore.
Then came 2008. When the real estate market crashed in
September of that year, it took the church lending market
right along with it. Many churches became ensnared with
debt for the first time in history.
To add fuel to the fire, when the bubble burst in 2008,
hundreds of thousands of people lost their jobs and their
homes, and when the tithing dollars shrunk as a result, it
hit churches like a ton of bricks - especially those churches
with mortgages and/or high overhead. Many of them
found themselves in a place they would never have
imagined they’d be, facing foreclosure and laying off

church staff to reduce overhead.
The church ensnared in debt really shouldn’t come as a
surprise since many churches have adopted a corporate
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mindset. Unfortunately, sometimes the church looks a
whole lot more like a business than a house of God.

Practicality takes precedence over things like helping the
needy, so you’ll often hear them say something like, “it’s

not our job to feed the needy – it’s our job to support the
ones who do.” When someone in or out of the church
knocks on the door for financial help, a list of government
agency telephone numbers is provided, along with
directions to a local food bank. We’re very resourceful
and very good at delegating responsibility for God’s
work. We’ve become very good at dropping the ball, all
in the name of good stewardship.
I’m not sure what it will look like on that day when we
face our Maker, but I’m pretty sure God isn’t okay with us
passing the buck when it comes to meeting the needs He
places before us to meet…every moment is ordained – a
reminder the church clearly needs to hear.
How did it come to be that the same government that
conservative Christians are forever battling in hopes of
raising the moral standards…the same government that is
beginning to persecute the church…the same government
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that continually votes for the right to murder our
babies…the same government that endorses same sex
marriage…the same government that approves of a
multiple choice gender list based upon “identifying”…is

the government the church has no problem sending the
needy to for help? More than food and shelter, many of
those “needy” people God sends our way need HIM. You
don’t really expect the government to share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, do you?
More churches than you could possibly imagine have
tens…even hundreds of thousands of dollars in the bank
reserved for a “rainy day.” So much for trusting God for
the rainy days, right? I remember attending a church
business meeting a long time ago – the church was voting
on their annual budget. The budget included thousands
of dollars allocated for airfare for mission trips and $1500
to a local food pantry because “it’s not our job to feed

people.” While it’s a great thing to support far away
missions, it’s not if it’s at the expense of our local mission
field.

Could it be that it’s “more practical” for the

business-minded church to write a check than it is to get
our hands dirty in our own backyard? God help us all.
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I was once part of a little country church that had been
blessed beyond measure.

Three times an anonymous

donation in the amount of $240,000 was given to go
toward our new sanctuary building campaign. A $30,000
anonymous donation was given for us to purchase a
grand piano for our new sanctuary. When the church was
divided over whether or not to take on the expense of
adding a youth pastor to our church for the first time in
history – the projected salary and housing costs for the
first year were anonymously donated.

Clearly, God

wanted us to have a youth pastor! When our church van
was deemed too small for transporting our seniors to
activities, an $85,000 bus was anonymously donated. The
blessings never seemed to end, and the church was
growing so fast as it witnessed God working miracle after
miracle! It was an incredibly beautiful time.
Our facility was free from debt, along with an adjoining
property that was used as temporary housing for
missionaries. I’m told that it was occupied about 40-50
days a year maximum. At the time, I was a single mom
trying to help another single mom who had been abruptly
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abandoned by her husband and left with 4 kids under the
age of 5 – the youngest was only a few months old. She
had been served an eviction notice, and she had no place
to go. My house was filled to the brim with my own 4
children, my parents, and a friend, so I reached out to the
church to see if she could stay in the missionary house
just for 2 months until they could move in with my
friends’ mother (Grandma was moving from one house to
another and as soon as she settled into the new house, the
single mom and her four ducklings would be moving in
with her.) The help this woman needed was very shortterm. When I asked if it would be possible for her to stay
for those two months, I was told, “We don’t take in

people like that – we tried that once they made a mess.”
Perhaps that’s good business –but it’s sure not a good
witness. Here’s the church that had received incredible
blessings pouring down straight from Heaven unwilling
to give so little back in return.

All in the name of

“stewardship?” I think not.

Is it “stewardship” or policing?
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It all comes down to how we perceive money and
material blessings from God. Do we believe that all gifts
come from Him, OR do we think somehow we’ve earned
it? Do we believe God is able, OR do we think He needs
us to manage His money? I’m pretty sure these poor
souls thought they were “good stewards” to protect that
little house against an abandoned woman and her
children, but I wouldn’t want to be them on Judgement
Day when they get a lesson on “I was hungry, and you

gave me nothing to eat…”
I don’t have a direct connection into the mind of God, but
I doubt He likes it when we pass the buck all in the name
of practicality.

Helping someone in need goes well

beyond practical things like food and shelter – it’s a
priceless opportunity

to minister to

a

suffering

soul…it’s an ordained moment in time…a detail the
church seems to have forgotten.
It all comes about so innocently. First comes a full
sanctuary, then comes a second and third service on
Sunday to accommodate the growing congregation.
Before you know it, the church goes looking for money to
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build a newer, more enormous building, and most of the
time, it “makes more sense” to borrow based on future
contributions and build NOW instead of waiting for God
to provide the resources. I’ve seen firsthand what God
will do when we pray, trust, obey and wait on Him, and I
believe it’s when we refrain from going into debt (because
of the risk and the wasted money on interest) that He
shows up in miraculous ways, and sometimes He closes
the door to protect us. In some ways, the modern church
IS like a business, so it’s no wonder it's managed that
way. First, you make sure to cover your overhead on
things like rent, mortgage, utilities, supplies, salaries,
benefits, etc., AND THEN you allocate the profits toward
doing His work outside the walls of the church? How
much is left over to do the work of the Lord after the
overhead? That’s a discussion to be had between the
church and God…the sooner, the better.
Hymnals are becoming obsolete because the music is too
old-fashioned, and (apparently) traditional sanctuaries
are tabu - at least they are for church planners. When it’s
time to build the new facility, many churches are sold-out
on a multi-purpose building concept to get the best bang
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for the buck, a basketball court by night, a daycare by
day, and church on Sunday morning. Obviously, they
believe it would be a complete waste of money to build a
building that is exclusively a place of worship…ouch.
In the name of practicality, we’ve exchanged the alter for
a performance stage, and we often nix the baptismal
because the loss of space and hassle outweighs the value
of something so seldom used. I wonder if the Gospel
were still being preached in churches today the way it
used to be if these things would still be considered
obsolete?
Many churches jumped into the debt game when
borrowed money became easy to come by, and
parishioners pledged to give above and beyond for a
campaign.

No matter their practical reasoning, the

borrowers have become slaves to the lenders, too. It’s
time to stop misleading the sheep, church. We shouldn’t
be preaching, “God shall supply all your needs according

to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus “if we don’t believe it
ourselves.

Borrowing money to build or expand the

meeting space is a clear indicator that we don’t trust God
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with the future. If
God wants it done,
He’ll always provide
a way – a way that
excludes
money.

borrowed
There’s

nothing more beautiful than watching the Living God
miraculously provide for BIG things in ways we could
never have imagined. How sad that “practicality” has
replaced our belief, and we’ve stifled His Spirit in the
process.
Today, it is reported that 6,000 churches close their doors

each year – and not for lack of faith – for lack of money,
instead.

A quick search for church buildings on the

market for sale is eye-opening, and they come in all kinds
of shapes and sizes. Some churches were start-ups that
never grew up – or at least they didn’t grow in accordance
with the debt load they took on to start. Some churches
suffer from a declining congregation, and they can't
support the expense without the numbers - there goes the
practicality again! Instead of preaching the Gospel and
praying for souls to add to our numbers, we close the
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doors instead. Some denominations make the financial
decision to liquidate assets when they can no longer
justify a church with few members.
Countless churches build bigger and bigger facilities to
support their growing congregation, and they leave their
debt-free building behind to be sold to offset the costs,
while hundreds of churches have no place to meet at all.
Like an abandoned first love, the "old church building" is
left vacant and of no use to them, so they sell it instead of
repurposing it. In their eyes, it’s an unnecessary asset.
Did they forget that God provided the brick and mortar
for the old church, and do they overlook that He might
have other plans for it now? Could it have been donated
to bless another body of Believers in need of a meeting
place, too, if they didn’t need to sell to offset their new
investment? Could it be converted to help the homeless
and hungry? Most churches would never consider these
things because that kind of thinking goes against
practicality and “good stewardship.”

When “the

borrower is slave to the lender, the luxury of passing on
the blessing of the old church to another church or
ministry isn’t even on the radar screen. The old has to be
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sold to make way for the new, and they need every penny
they can get from it. Sometimes I wonder if Christians
actually read their WWJD bracelets and if they’d make the
same decisions based on practicality in the church today if
they did.

Here's the church, here's the steeple, open the doors
and where's all the people?

Churches across America are finding themselves on shaky
ground these days, and foreclosures are on the rise once
again. With COVID 19 restrictions, not only have people
not been able to attend church (or in limited numbers)
throughout the mandated lockdown…many also aren’t in
the position to give the way they did when the economy
was thriving. The church with debt and high overhead
will ultimately pay the price.

How did we get here?
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Well, it always comes down to a Heart problem, but it’s a
little more complicated than it appears to be on the
surface. One major contributing factor in our quest for
bigger and better space is the abandonment of the concept
of planting smaller (debt-free) churches to reach further
out into a community when the home church began to
burst at the seams. That’s what “enlarging” a territory
looks like.

Unfortunately, that expansion concept was

traded for borrowing BIG bucks to build BIG sanctuaries
to keep BIG congregations under one BIG roof today.
Many churches have signed up for mortgages to
accelerate their plans ' fulfillment with more churches
trading a spiritual approach to growth for a business
solution for development. Yes, they're trusting God to
provide, but they're also relying on a stable level of giving
to carry the debt load; one COVID 19 challenge and
things begin to get difficult financially. Will the borrowed
money end up being more of a curse than a blessing?
Only time will tell.
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Should Churches Have a Mortgage?
I'm sure not the one to judge a church for borrowing
money to fulfill their expansion plans. Still, I believe a
church willing to go into debt to build a dream facility is
inadvertently promoting debt within the congregation

itself. What’s good for the goose is good for the gander,
right?
One way of addressing debt challenges beyond the pulpit
is to introduce a debt reduction program (vs. financial
concepts) to the flock, but not just any debt reduction

program. There are lots of financial coaching options out
there. Nothing I’ve seen that is as powerful and easy to

follow as one that uses a mathematical system of complex
algorithms designed to help you pay as little interest as
possible so that you can pay off ALL your debt in a
fraction of the time.

The easiest way to describe this

option is to think of it as a push-and-play financial GPS.
That sounds complicated, but an online system is no more
complex than inputting the address into your GPS to
calculate the fastest, most efficient way to get to your
destination. In this case, the financial GPS needs to know
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what your debts are, what your income is, etc., and it
customizes a plan to guide the user to the fastest, most
efficient way to $0.

In addition to this being the most

progressive and efficient plan to eliminate all your debt at
once, it doesn’t require the sacrifice of healthy food and
holidays to make it work - things that most people will
not sacrifice or will not sacrifice long term. If the church
is going to set the example of carrying mortgage debt,
then it needs to present the options that make sense to
help their brothers and sisters in the journey toward
financial freedom too.
I once heard of a Church in southern Virginia that set out
to get every member of its congregation free from credit
card debt. Once a month, the church held a "debt
liquidation revival," an outpouring of love and generosity
aimed at lifting members out of the bondage of creditcard debt. Within one year, they worked together to wipe
out debt for 50+ families, over $300,000 of credit card
debt in total. What began as a debt liquidation revival
ended up being a revival of a different kind, and the
tremendous outpouring of generosity from people who
had been set free from the bondage of debt was
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incredible. Once the chains were broken, those people
became supernaturally generous with their time and
treasures all because they were free from the bondage of
debt. Isn’t that the way it’s supposed to be for all of us?
Imagine what would happen if more and more churches
were willing to talk about money the way Jesus did!

Imagine what would happen if more churches were brave
enough to speak the truth about financial bondage.
Imagine what it would be like if we broke those chains!
Imagine how much more we could give if we were free!
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared
everything they had. With great power the apostles continued
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace
was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the
sales, and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to
anyone who had need. Acts 4:32-35
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We’ve bought into worldly strategies, but it’s not too late
to turn things around. Haven’t we been in bondage long
enough? I can’t think of a better way to distract God’s
people from doing what God commands each of us to do
than to saddle us with debt that robs us of peace, time,
talents, and treasures.
It's freedom time, Church.
It's time to BREAK THE CHAINS…
for the love of God
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THE LOVE OF MONEY
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have wandered from the
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” - 1
Timothy 6:7
Plenty of people of faith are quick to correct that it isn’t
money that is “the root of all kinds of evil” – it’s the

LOVE of money where the root of all kinds of evil can be
found, and yet most of the correctors can’t see themselves
as being lovers of money at all.
The LOVE of money compels us to purchase homes based
on the payment amount – one that is loaded with interestmoney lost to the banking system forever. ..money that
robs us of the ability to give according to the needs.
It is the LOVE of money that compels us to purchase cars
based solely on the payment amount too – one that is
loaded with interest…money lost to the banking system
forever…money that robs us of the ability to give
according to the needs.
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It is the LOVE of money that
drives us to want what we

want when we want it, even if
it means borrowing money
from a credit card company to
get it – one that is loaded with
interest…money

lost

to

the

banking

system

forever…money that robs us of our ability to give in
accordance with the needs.
Call it whatever you want to call it, but as long as we are
willing to finance our lives away – spending ridiculous

amounts of hard-earned money on interest – stretching
out debt for as long as we possibly can so that we can
afford the payments – we are putting our own desires
above and beyond all reason and we’re unable (and
unwilling) to do Kingdom work as a result. There
couldn’t be a clearer picture of “the love of money” than
this.
Do you really think God cares that you’ve saddled
yourself with debt for things you can’t live without?
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Do you really think God accepts your “bills” as an excuse
for why you “can’t afford” to tithe or to give to meet the
needs of others?
I believe God wants His people to “eat, drink, and be
merry” and that He doesn’t want them living like paupers
or willfully looking to the government for hand-outs to
survive. God wants us to work and live in abundance SO
THAT WE CAN MEET THE NEEDS in His Name!
Just to be sure you understand, God doesn’t forbid us
from taking out loans. Borrowing is not necessarily a bad
thing, at least not all the time. BUT God is very clear
when He says that “the rich rule over the poor, and the

borrower is a slave to the lender.” I’m pretty sure He’s not
okay with us to willingly signing up for 30 years of
slavery just so that we can have plenty of time to pay off
our dream home at a payment we can afford. God also
warns against high-interest loans. What is a high-interest
loan? It’s not necessarily a high-interest credit card or car
loan. Using the example of a $200,000 mortgage at 2.5%
interest, the homeowner will pay upwards of $100,000 in
interest alone! Is that “high interest” to you? It is to me!
I’ve got a feeling that if God showed up with a heavenly
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calculator

to

see

how

much we’re wasting in
interest to
cars,

finance our

education,

credit

cards, and homes, He
would probably say, “YOU FOOLS! GET OUT OF DEBT
NOW!”
I’ve seen people practically hyperventilate when I
mention the idea of eliminating debt because they don’t
want anything or anyone to get in the way of them and
their free-spending.
I’ve had people defend spending $300-$400 a month on
lattes without blinking an eye – and they usually justify
their luxury coffee habit by informing me that they
“deserve” it.
I’ve had people break-out in a cold sweat at the mere
thought of coming up with a budget, or worse yet, having
to live on one.
I’ve had people glaze over when I asked them what will
happen to their two-income lifestyle should one income
die or leave. It’s pretty amazing what you see and hear
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when you begin to have talks about money that the
church should have been having all along.
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS…for the love of God!
Do you really believe God is okay with us not knowing
where our money is going - the money that belongs to

Him? Do you really think he loves His children so much
that He gives a thumbs-up to us spending $300-$400 a
month on luxury coffee because we “deserve it” when so
many others are going without?
Do you really think it’s okay with God to be making the
banks rich on compound interest when you could be
paying so much less and doing good things with your
money instead?
I understand old habits are hard to break, and learning
new things can be a challenge; however, getting out of
debt doesn’t have to be painful, and it certainly doesn’t
require a martyr lifestyle of beans and rice and no
entertainment to get there! Your biggest problem, and
most significant expense, is interest. When you eliminate
as much of that as you possibly can, you can be debt-free
in a fraction of the time! Imagine that!
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It’s time for us all to be good managers of what God has
so graciously given to us. And do you know the best
part? Once you get a handle on God’s money, you’ll
never struggle or fret over money again! If you refuse to
do it for God – do it for yourself and your family.
Freedom is priceless and debt-free is where true wealth is
found!
It’s time to have a serious talk about money - in and out of
the church.
It’s time to reveal the truth to everyone about how and
why we’ve been ensnared by debt.
It’s time to consider what THE LOVE of money really
looks like.
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS…for the love of God.
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MULTIPLICATION
“Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see,

I have gained two more.’

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things Come and share your master’s happiness!’
Matthew 25:22-24

One of the most significant parables regarding work is set
in the context of investments. A rich man delegates the
management of his wealth to his servants, the same as
investors do in the market today. He gives five talents to
the first servant, two talents to the second, and one talent
to the third. Two servants earn 100 percent returns by
trading with the talents they were entrusted with, but the
third servant hides the money in the ground and earns
nothing. The rich man returns, rewards the two who
made money but severely punishes the servant who did

nothing.
Throughout the Bible, investing and creating wealth are
mentioned hundreds of times. You’ll find incredible
wisdom about how to grow your money wisely while
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keeping

your

relationship

with God in good standing.
You’ll also find wisdom on
how

to

avoid

unwise

investment tactics that aren’t
sustainable and that have the potential to ruin you
spiritually.
I believe there is one verse that sums up godly investing
principles really well:
For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will
be taken from them – Matthew 25:29

When you’re wise and use your resources well (all of
them, INCLUDING money), whether it’s a little or a lot,
it’s a natural law that what you have will increase even
more over time. However, if you use what you’re given
unwisely, or not at all, you will eventually lose it.
This explains, at least in part, the mystery behind why
some people struggle financially for most of their lives.
It’s when we use what has been given to us, our gifts,
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talents, resources, and our finances, we can expect to
receive more and more of those things. If we don’t use
the gifts He has given to us wisely, we’ll be just like the
servant that buried the treasure but never multiplied; it
will be taken away, and we will be “severely punished.”
Contrary to popular belief, most people don’t get rich
because they had an inheritance or won the lottery. Most
people get rich because they find a way to earn it using

their God-given talents and because they honor God
with their treasures. They figure out what it takes to
make money, take action, and tend to it well – the ideal
conditions for multiplication that leads to abundance, on
earth as it is in Heaven.

STEPS FOR MULTIPLYING GOD’S WAY
#1 First, Be Faithful with a Few

Luke 16:10-11- “Whoever can be trusted with very little
can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest
with very little will also be dishonest with much.”
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If you desire to build wealth, then you first need to be
trustworthy and disciplined with what you already have.
You will never become wealthy if you’re living paycheck
to paycheck or spending more than you make. You will
never become wealthy if you live by “I want what I want

when I want it.” You will never become wealthy as long
as you insist on being in debt as deep as the lenders will
lend. Instead, you must be the master of your money
before the Master entrusts you with more.
#2 Seed Must Be Sown If You Want it to Multiply

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously.” - 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
#3 Seed Must Be Sown into Good Ground

“In all labor there is profit, but idle chatter leads only to
poverty.” - Proverbs 14:23
If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

We

determine to multiply, but we don’t naively latch onto a
get-rich-quick opportunity.

When you invest money

wisely, it multiplies exponentially over time. This
produces more seeds that can be scattered for an even
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greater harvest in the future. Not all investments work
out in your favor. However, the better job you do at
sowing your seed into good ground and tending to it
well, your harvest will be much greater than your losses.
#4 Don’t Consume All Your Seed

“Precious treasure and oil are in a wise man's dwelling,
but a foolish man devours it. Proverbs 21:20
Unfortunately, too many of us live on more than we
make, and when you spend more than you make, you
have no seed to sow and multiply for a future harvest.
Then, when hard times come, you have no reserve to
draw from, and you’re forced to make desperate financial
decisions – like a cash-out refinance that prolongs your
debt journey considerably. Managing your finances so
you can consistently sow financial seeds will cause you to
have an amazing future harvest and an inheritance for
your children’s children!
#5 Only Invest in Things You Understand

By wisdom, a house is built, and through understanding
it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled
with rare and beautiful treasures. – Proverbs 24:3-4
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Anytime you invest, you should understand what you’re
investing in. That may sound silly on the surface, but
plenty of people have invested without knowledge, and
most of the time, they regret it. If you can’t explain it to
someone else so they can entirely understand it too, you
don’t need to invest.
It’s easy to be drawn into complicated investments or “get
rich quick” schemes that sound great on the surface but
are high risks that potentially rob you of your reserves.
Many

fortunes

have

been

lost

due

to

lack

of

understanding.
#6 Using Biblical Investing Principles is Good
Stewardship

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master. Matthew
25:21
Multiplying the money God has given to you is your way
of honoring His gift. When you live paycheck to
paycheck because you don’t manage your money well, it
means you’re using all your seeds just to cover your bills.
You will never have any extra to multiply without
understanding this biblical investing principle.
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Multiplying your money through investing allows you to
not only have more money to enjoy for yourself but more

for others as well. It will enable you to have independent
wealth you can share with others, fund the kingdom, and
leave an inheritance to your children’s children to
continue the blessing for generations to come!
#7 Be Patient- Gain Wealth One Step at a Time
“Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers
little by little will increase it.” Proverbs 13:11

Learning to be patient is a close second to being diligent.
Building lasting wealth takes time. Think of it like you’re
growing a mighty oak tree vs. planting tomatoes. When
you plant tomatoes, you expect a relatively quick harvest
that provides for a season. But an oak tree takes decades
to become large and robust and will be around for
generations to come.
“You’re never going to earn your way to financial freedom.
The real route to riches is to set aside a portion of your money
and invest it, so that it compounds over many years. That’s
how you will become wealthy while you sleep. That’s how you
will make money your slave instead of being a slave to
money.” Tony Robbins
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Remember, money is very similar to natural seeds; you
can’t grow or reproduce it (multiply) if you don’t put it to
work. Stowing your cash in a savings account or under
the mattress doesn’t build wealth effectively.
It’s not “if I had lots of money, I’d have no debt” – it’s
having less debt that leads to long-lasting wealth!

It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS…for the love of God
It’s time to break free of debt
It’s time to BUILD wealth for our children’s children!
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EMPTY COOKIE JARS
The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance,
but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty –
Proverbs 21:5
Not so long ago, we were diligent about setting aside
money for the things we wanted to buy that were outside
of our household budget. Little by little, our cookie jar
money grew right along with the excitement over getting
whatever it was we were saving for. We saved for the
luxury items, and we saved for the toys. We saved for
Christmas, and we saved for a rainy day. We saved for a
wedding dress, and we saved for a new bicycle.

We

made lots of sacrifices to save up for what we wanted or
needed back in those days, which made the victory even
sweeter in the end. We valued money and hard work,
and we were willing to wait.
In those days, people understood the importance of
setting aside money for a rainy day or for something they

really wanted to buy. They didn’t just hope they’d have
the resources. They skimped, and they saved every extra
penny they could find – and they put it away for
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safekeeping. Some people went the extra mile to be
absolutely sure they’d have the extra money - money
outside of their household budget.

Some people sold

eggs or homemade goods.

Some people went to

collecting

bottles

returnable

glass

or

delivering

newspapers. Some people took on a side gig – not afraid
to work extra hours for cookie jar money.

The cookie jar money didn’t make its way to the bank by
choice, and it wasn’t co-mingled in with everyday
expenses.

Although occasionally, the jar was raided to

tend to an unexcepted expense. For the most part, the
cookie jar money was set aside and hidden away. Most
people in the household didn’t even know where the
cookie jar was hidden for fear of money slipping into the
wrong hands.
Cookie jars weren’t the only thing to house the extra
funds. Sometimes money was hidden under the mattress,
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in a sock in a dresser drawer, and sometimes it was even
buried in the back yard. The one doing the saving was
often so secretive about where they stashed their cookie
jar money that it wasn’t discovered until after they died.
We’ve all heard stories of small fortunes being stashed
away in the walls of a house or buried in the back yard.
There were some fantastic hiding places for the secret
stash because having reserves was a priority back in those
days, and they guarded it like Fort Knox.
When it was time to access the cookie jar, the reward was
experienced by the entire family.

That one “little”

sacrifice of skimping and saving paid off tenfold, and
when the family saw with their own eyes how sacrifice
turned into reward and the importance of saving money
for that rainy day that comes to all of us eventually.

What happened to the cookie jar money?
Today most people don’t have cookie jar money hidden
away in their homes, and the average American has less
than $1,000 in savings in the bank. This statistic spans
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people in all income brackets and across all socialeconomic groups. That “rainy day” money aka cookie jar
money clearly isn’t a priority anymore, and it doesn’t
seem to matter to most people that there isn’t extra money
set aside for unforeseen emergencies. Just having enough
to pay the bills seems to be enough for most people today.
Two things can be attributed to the fact that we don’t
stash money away for emergencies (or luxuries) anymore
- not in a cookie jar or in a savings account in the local
bank. The first is that we lean on credit cards the way we
used to rely on cash. The second is that we are an “I want

what I want when I want it” society. We no longer value
money or the sacrifices it takes to save for those things we
think we need (right now!) or for an emergency down the
road, and we’ve traded it all for a decent credit score and
available credit on a credit card.
Saving for the future is Biblical – not a sign of the lack of
faith! Some Christians don’t save for retirement because
they believe it’s disobedient - usually quoting Matthew
6:19–20 - Do not store up for yourselves treasures on

earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures
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in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal.” But Joseph
stored up “treasures” in anticipation of a drought, and if
not for his efforts, Israel would have starved to death.
Some people feel guilty about putting money away when
others are in such great need – but if we don’t have any
money put away, how will we ever meet the needs? For I

was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me” Matthew 25:35-36
Others believe it isn’t necessary because God will take
care of them – Isaiah 46:4 says, Even to your old age and

gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have
made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I
will rescue you. When God’s people were headed to the
Promised Land, God rained down manna to feed them.
When they grew tired of the manna, God “rained” down
enough quails to feed millions. But it isn’t likely He’s
going to rain down food and clothes today. It isn’t likely
that He’ll rain down mortgage payments or car payments.
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He expects us to work hard, pay our bills, meet others'
needs, and be debt-free. And don’t forget, God says that

“a good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s
children.”
It’s time to break the bondage of debt and to stop being so
willing to borrow money to satisfy our desire to get “what
we want when we want it.”

It’s time to begin saving again!
Many things have changed over the years, and although
we may not use a cookie jar to set our funds aside
anymore, it’s still true what they say, nickels and dimes
STILL add up.
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WEALTH MENTALITY
Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he
who follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of
poverty. Proverbs 25:19
Contrary to popular belief, it takes more than possessing
money to build wealth - it takes a wealth mentality too.
The absence of a wealth mentality is why you see some
people build wealth only to lose it again and again; most
of the time, they repeat that pattern until they run out of
steam. Earning money was never the problem for them;
they just never adjusted their mindset from poverty to
wealth!
The absence of a wealth mentality is why you read story
after story about people who won the lottery and were
broke again in no time at all. The only “lottery curse” is
not seeing the true value of money.

If you don’t

understand the true value of something, it’s not likely
you’ll work hard to keep it.
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Wealthy people don’t like debt. They see it as a tool to
leverage their money but NEVER as a long-term option
the way others do. When they acquire debt, they have a
plan to pay it off quickly (even before they sign on the
dotted line) because they understand that debt puts them
in a vulnerable position. Because they know the sooner
they are in a good equitable position, the sooner they’ll be
able to invest in more! Wealthy people like a healthy net
worth…the lower the debt, the higher the net

worth!
People with a wealth mentality don’t rush off to buy
mansions or expensive toys until they have a foundation
firm enough to splurge, if ever. Warren Buffet still lives
in the same split-level house he purchased with his wife
in the 1950s, and he drives an American car into the
ground before he replaces it with another modest sedan.
Plenty of wealthy people don’t even own the home they
live in because they think home-ownership and all the
expense that goes with it is a waste of money. Instead,
they look at how they could leverage the money saved by
renting versus owning and put their money to work.
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Sound crazy?

Maybe.

However, that’s why they’re

wealthy, and most people aren’t.

It’s that wealth

mentality.

Wealthy people understand compound interest like the
back of their hands. They love earning it and will do
everything in their power to avoid paying it. If you ever
have the opportunity to have a heart-to-heart talk with a
very wealthy person, you’ll probably hear them talk
about how stupid most of us are when it comes to money.
We frustrate them! They laugh at the idea of a 30-year
mortgage or an 84-month car loan, and they make bad
jokes about how the average American is too clueless ever
to build wealth, and they’re right. As long as we accept
debt, compound interest, and the chase for a life built
on credit as if it’s the “norm”, we won’t build wealth
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and we’ll probably end up going to work, getting a
check, and paying the bills until the day we die.
As sure as there is a wealth mentality, there is a poverty
mentality too!
Lots of people struggle their entire lives and never get
ahead because they can’t seem to hang onto the money
they earn. Money slips through their fingers faster than
you can say “amen,” and most of the time, they couldn’t
tell you where it went. They go to work, get a check, pay
the bills, and then lather, rinse, and repeat year after year.
Often times this is generational behavior – they’re
mirroring the only thing they’ve ever known, a poverty
mindset. Sometimes their behavior is circumstantial, and
they throw money in all directions trying to put out fires
because they’re living a life that’s out of control.
Whether it’s a mindset, a learned pattern, or a lack of selfcontrol over their circumstances, the bottom line is that
they do not value money.
Valuing money is not a birthright; it’s a learned skill, and
it’s never too late to learn. The one who determines to
learn how to manage (and value) money will make a
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generational difference. Those who don’t will play a part
in keeping the poverty lifestyle going for generations to
come.
If a life of financial insecurity is not motivation enough to
make changes, what God has to say about money should
be. It doesn’t matter how big the paycheck is or how
much money is in the bank account; God is the provider
of all, and the principals are all the same; honor, tithe,
multiply and give.
Financial bondage is no respecter for class.

Financial

bondage means that your money, debt, and lifestyle
control you instead of YOU controlling it. Perhaps you
have never looked at it that way. If you wonder how
you’re going to pay a pressing bill. If you wonder how
you’ll afford to buy tires. If you’ve ever paced the floor at
night worried about debt. If you find yourself “robbing
Peter, to pay Paul.” If you stay late at the office to prove
your worth to keep the paychecks rolling.

If you

rationalize why you deserve to purchase something you
already know you shouldn’t buy. If you tithe only when
you can “afford” it. If you hear of a need and you can’t
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contribute – or maybe you have no desire to contribute at
all. If you’ve ever fought with your spouse over money
or you’ve had to refuse your child. Congratulations, your
money, debt, and lifestyle control YOU instead of you
controlling it.
Plenty

of

people

with

massive

incomes

struggle

financially in the same way others with little means do.
They’re forever scrapping and stressing over making ends
meet.

It always comes down to having that “wealth

mentality” where we learn to value money enough to
make wise choices, and (no offense) if we’re smart enough
to understand that the biggest step toward building
wealth…to having peace…to having the means to help
others, ISN’T the size of your bank account – it’s whether
or not you have debt.
Are you ready to BREAK THE CHAINS?
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DOMINION OVER IT ALL
The silver and the gold is mine, declares the Lord
Almighty – Haggai 2:8
So far, we’ve taken a stroll down Memory Lane to a place
in time where money was still valued, and debt was
abhorred. We’ve taken a close look at our dependency on
debt, and we’ve seen how money is being wasted on
things like compound interest…the “8th wonder of the

world – those things in the way of our financial freedom.
Now, we get to the good part; how God looks at our
finances.

It always begins in the beginning…
One of the most misunderstood scriptures comes to us
from Genesis 1:29 - Then God blessed them, and God

said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
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birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.”
How amazing is that? The very first thing God did after
He admired his handiwork in Adam and Eve is that “He
BLESSED THEM.”- that same blessing has been passed
down for generations to you and me!

Next, God told

Adam and Eve to “be fruitful and multiply,” but God
wasn’t just talking about populating the earth. He was
talking about multiplying every good thing.
The key words from this passage are subdue and

dominion. In the original Hebrew, these words are
kabash, which is commonly translated as “to subdue” or
“bring into bondage,” and radah, meaning “to rule over”
or “dominate.” Do you think that the Living God, the
Creator of all things, intended only for us to watch over
the birds and the bees, OR could it be that He intends for
us to take dominion over all things…including our money
and that He desires for us to multiply that too?
Lots of things are far more precious than silver and gold,
but that doesn’t mean we set money aside from
everything else as if we have no responsibility to take
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dominion over it too. The Bible says, “The silver and gold

is mine, declares the Lord.” It belongs to Him as surely as
you and I do, and just like everything else from the birds
to the bees, we are responsible for having dominion over
it in our lives too.
Having dominion over our money doesn’t mean we keep
it to ourselves. It doesn’t mean we hoard it. It doesn’t
mean WE decide who we should share it with or if we
should share it at all. It doesn’t necessarily mean that we
can account for every penny. Having dominion means
that we take responsibility for doing HIS work with it,
and we surrender control to Him. HE decides how much
we have and how much of it we give. HE decides what
we do with it and who we help. HE decides where our
offerings go and precisely how much we give. HE is the
Authority of all!
One of the biggest lies the enemy uses is that as long as
we’re financially “responsible” and paying our bills on
time, we please the God of the silver and gold with our
finances, but that falls short of how God looks at His
money.

Have you been convinced that dragging a
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mortgage debt out for 30 years (and sometimes more) to
fit your payment budget is taking dominion over His
money? Have you been convinced that prolonging any
debt repayment is alright with God as long as you are
making timely payments? If so, you have been deceived.
Don’t take my word for it; I’m sure you’ll find the Truth
from Him if you look for it.
If it ALL belongs to God, then He DOES care if you are
dragging out
your debt to fit
your budget and
you’re spending
thousands of
dollars in unnecessary interest in
the process.
Have you convinced yourself that God doesn’t care about
you wasting so much of His money? That doesn’t sound
like good stewardship to me! No, God is NOT against us
having debt, but HE IS against us hanging onto it
unnecessarily.
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Do you have a hard time believing that ALL of it belongs
to Him? Maybe you think that only 10% belongs to Him
and that He should be overjoyed to get that from you? If
you’re still struggling over the idea that everything you
are, and everything you have, belongs to Him, it’s time to
pray, to dig into His Word, and to ask Him for wisdom.
He’ll make it clear to you.

God honors that kind of

humility.

Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and
not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person
should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such
a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do
James 1:4-8
It’s time to take dominion over it all
It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS to the bondage of debt
for the love of God
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FIRST FRUITS
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all
your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and
your vats will brim over with new wine – Proverbs 3:9-10

No matter how many times we read in scripture that
blessings follow our obedience, most people simply don’t
tithe. Statistics tell us that only 23% of all Christians tithe,
and 87% of those are over the age of 55. Is it that our
young people are not being taught the importance of
tithing OR could it be that our young people are more
focused on how much they can borrow than how much
more they can give? Are they mirroring a selfish heart?
There isn’t a person alive that would refuse an offer to be
given $100.00 routinely for the rest of their lives if they
were asked to give back $10.00 each time they received itbut that’s precisely what we do with the Living God. He
is the source of ALL our money, yet 77% of all
Christians do not find Him worthy to give back the first
fruit He gives us. If all the silver and gold belong to God,
we’re actually robbing Him when we refuse to give back
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what is rightfully His, our
first fruits. I don’t know
about you, but the thought
of

robbing

frightening.

God

is

How brazen

of us to expect God to
meet our needs when we
refuse to give Him a portion of what He’s given to us.
Tithing is not about just giving to God – it’s a heart
condition! The practice of tithing provides a regular
reminder of our dependence on God. In good times,
tithing helps us remember that God is the source of all
blessings, and it allows us to demonstrate our gratitude
for His care. In hard times, tithing motivates us to
remember God’s faithfulness, and it enables us to
demonstrate trust in God to provide for all of our needs.
The blessing that follows obedience is a promise from
God, and He even tells us to “test” Him! In Malachi 3 we
read, Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there

may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
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of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will
not be room enough to store it. Isn’t that just like God to
open the floodgates and pour out blessings too big to
contain when we are obedient?
The heart is directly tied to the wallet for some people,
which is why (I believe) money is mentioned over 800
times in the Bible! Maybe it’s the nature of man to think
that “if I am the one to work for my living, then the living

belongs to me,”…but that’s not so. The gold is His. The
silver is His. Everything is His! He opens the door to
jobs. He determines how much we’ll earn. He gives us
the ability to create wealth. The ONLY way to financial
freedom is to acknowledge that it ALL belongs to Him,
surrender your finances, and determine to be the very
best Asset Manager for the Living God!

For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also. Matthew 6:21
There are plenty of reasons why God’s people don’t give.
Some have never accepted His command, and their
arrogance is why they deny giving what belongs to Him.
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Some people are judgmental, and they refuse to give
because of it.

Maybe they harbor something against the

Church itself and they don’t want “their money” being
spent on salaries and overhead. But God doesn’t tell us to
give with restrictions – He commands us to share our first
fruits, period. You don’t need to police His money or
withhold your tithe because you disagree with how it’s
being spent.

That’s not your job.

Your “job” is to

faithfully tithe to your Provider with a joyful and willing
heart. . He’s a BIG God - He’ll take care of all the details,
and if it’s being “mismanaged” somehow, He’ll take care
of that too!ll!!
Of all the excuses people make for not tithing, the biggest
excuse they give “I can’t afford it.” Take that analogy of
being given $100.00 again – would we really tell the one
giving us the money that we can’t afford to give $10.00
back? Not on your life! So why do we expect God to
keep giving while we refuse to give back?

And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts
into the treasury, and He saw also a certain poor widow
putting in two mites, So He said, “Truly I say to you that
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this poor widow has put in more than all; for all these out
of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she
out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”
Luke 21:1-4
No doubt there’s a clear sign of a heart problem when we
refuse to give, but there’s a “practical” reason why so
many refuse to give too! They’re riddled with debt and
household bills, and when they tally up what their
lifestyle will cost them to keep the balls in the air for the
month, there’s nothing left over for God. But God doesn’t
want the leftovers…He wants the FIRST FRUIT.
Tithing is not one of those negotiable things, and God
isn’t keen on excuses. Consideration for what belongs to
God – the first fruits of your labor – should be put at the
top of your list of “expenses” –– before taxes, before your
mortgage payment, before your car payment, before your
private school payments, before your vacation, before
your entertainment – before EVERYTHING.

If you’re

waiting to have enough money to toss at God after you
pay all your bills, you can plan on a tax write-off, but
don’t bank on the blessings. God doesn’t want what’s
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leftover from your paycheck – He wants the FIRST fruit of
your labor. It comes down to love. Do you love Him
enough to give what rightfully belongs to Him, or will
you continue to rob Him all the days of your life? It’s that
simple.

Here’s the good and bad news. God wants you out of
debt. He doesn’t want you to owe anyone any longer
than you have to.
creditors.

He doesn’t want you enslaved to

God wants you to value what you’ve already

been given, and he wants you to faithfully give Him back
the $10.00. But it doesn’t stop there. God wants to use
you and your finances to meet the needs of others as He
leads you; that’s where OFFERINGS come in! Tithing is
just the beginning of the blessings!
Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away
with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his demons. For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed
me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. I was a
stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was
naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in
prison, and you didn’t visit me. “Then they will reply, ‘Lord,
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when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ “And he will
answer, ‘What you did not do for the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did not to do for me”. Matthew 25:4145

There will be a day of reckoning one day, and lots of
people will be surprised at the outcome. Whatever we do
for others, we’re doing for Him! So, if you spend your life
so riddled in debt that you “can’t afford” to tithe or to
help others in need, you’ll be the one to lose in the end.
Yes, it’s a heart issue, but it’s also a financial train wreck,
and it’s time to do something about it for yourself and for
the generations to follow.
By now, you should understand why the Bible mentions
money over 800 times. Our money is His business! It’s
time to free up some of that God money to do what you’re
instructed to do.
It’s time to be financially FREE – owing no man nothing FREE to live the life God has called for you to live and
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FREE to give as He leads you. It’s time to BREAK THE
CHAINS of the bondage of debt…for the love of God.
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WISDOM TO KNOW THE
DIFFERENCE
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to you. James 1:5
Solomon, the son of David, was just 12 years old when he
became the king of Israel. That was quite an undertaking
for a 12-year-old, and his father, King David, was a hard
act to follow. So, Solomon called out to the God of Israel
for help; “I am a little child; I do not know how to go out

or come in,” and he asked God for wisdom to lead his
people. God was so pleased that Solomon didn’t ask for
things like a long life or riches, so He answered Solomon’s
prayer - but he also gave him what he “did not ask for –
riches and honor so that there shall NEVER be anyone

like you. God loves a humble heart.
When we ask for wisdom and BELIEVE we’ll get it, God
pours it out like a love offering. I’ve probably prayed for
wisdom more than anything else in my life. I prayed for
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wisdom to raise up a godly generation.

I prayed for

wisdom to say and do the right thing.

I prayed for

wisdom over my business.

I’ve prayed for wisdom

through it all…and I believed I’d get it.

Just like He

promised, I asked, and He delivered more wisdom than I
deserve. God loves a humble heart, the kind of heart that
confesses that it needs Him, and He WILL give
generously to all without finding fault if we ask and
believe.
I’ve heard hundreds of people pray that God would bless
them financially. We pray for provisions. We pray for
abundance. But how often do we pray for wisdom over
our finances? I’ll answer that for you, rarely if ever at all.
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Are we afraid to ask God for
fear He might lead us in a
direction outside of our will?
Probably. Are we afraid He’ll
ask us to give when we don’t
want

to

Whatever

give?
the

Maybe.

reason,

we

rarely ask God for wisdom for our finances, so it’s no
wonder we’re in the mess we’re in today.
I don’t presume to know the mind of God, but I’m pretty
sure He wouldn’t give a thumbs up to 30-year mortgages
that cost us hundreds of thousands of dollars in interest
over time.
I’m pretty sure He wouldn’t give a thumbs up to us
borrowing money using credit cards to purchase
entertainment, toys, and vacations, and I’m pretty sure
He wouldn’t approve of the interest it costs us to do it.
We serve the God who gives us the “ability to create
wealth” – the God who teaches us the importance of

multiplication in every area of life…including money.
God wants us to THRIVE, and to BUILD, and to GIVE!
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As long as we are content to remain in debt, surrendering
our peace and flushing our hard-earned money in interest
down the toilet when it doesn’t have to be that way, we
CAN’T build the wealth it takes to THRIVE, BUILD, and
GIVE.
It takes wisdom to make sound financial decisions. It
takes wisdom to find a solution that can help you. It takes
wisdom to know what to buy and when to buy it….and
how long to stay in the bondage of debt.
Using credit to finance big purchases is not a bad (or
irresponsible) thing. We get in trouble when we focus on
the monthly payment and how it fits into our budget,
INSTEAD of focusing on what borrowing the money costs
us over time.

Whether you’re ready to admit it or not, paying
unnecessary interest is being reckless with God’s
money…and it needs to stop.
Signing up for a 30-year life sentence for a home, a 5–8year sentence for a car, or credit cards/student loans that
are designed to last forever is never a wise thing to do.
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THERE ARE SOLUTIONS that can help you reduce the
amount of time and interest to a fraction of what many of
us are on track for. But you’ll need a little wisdom to find
your way to the solution…and even more wisdom to
embrace it.

It’s time to exercise wisdom to know the
difference between a good deal or a low-interest
rate and a wise path to financial freedom.
It’s time to stop excusing away your decisions based on
low rates or “necessities,” and it’s time to stop assuming
God is okay with you living that way. Being financially
responsible is more than just paying your bills on time;
it’s paying as little as you can in interest and paying off
your debt in the shortest possible time. It takes wisdom
to know the difference.
It’s time to be humble enough to ask for wisdom and
direction.

It’s time to BREAK THE CHAINS to the
bondage of debt…for the love of God.
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WISE SOLUTIONS
“A wise man thinks ahead; a fool doesn’t, and even brags

about it!” Proverbs 13:16
By now, you should be convicted about how God views
your finances, and you should be ready to make some
serious changes. So, we need to get out of debt as fast as
we can so that we quit wasting time and money. Barring
winning the lottery or receiving a family inheritance,
there are just a few options for you.

Option #1
You could take a radical
approach and sell everything
you

owe

money

on…but

that’s not necessarily wise.
After all, you need a place to
lay your head, and you need a place to accommodate
your family.

Remember, “a good man leaves an

inheritance for his children’s children.”

Unless you’ve

sought the wisdom of God and you feel that you’re being
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called to live like a vagabond, you need to keep your
possessions and pay them off as quickly as you can.

Option #2
You could sign up for
(what I call) an envelope
system where you’ll learn
how to budget by setting
money aside for specific
bills like gas and groceries.

When the money’s gone,

you’re done - until the following month where you’ll
begin to load up the envelopes again. You’ll begin to
chisel away at your debt…if you stick with it. It’s a snail’s
pace journey, and it requires tremendous sacrifice to get
there.., long-term sacrifices that most people can’t or
won’t make. No more vacations, no more date nights, no
more Christmas (as you know it), no more splurging on
things like expensive lattes UNTIL you’re out of debt.
Making these sacrifices makes sense when it comes to
being better managers of our money, that’s for sure. The
problem is, very few people (less than 13%) stick with it
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until they are debt-free. It’s too slow, and it’s too hard!
How many Ramen noodles can anybody eat?
If you sign up for this type of program, you’ll address the
smallest debt first and then continue in that mode until
finally, you get around to paying off your mortgage - or at
least that's the goal for those who stick with it.
The financial sacrifices are ONE reason people don’t stick
with this type of debt elimination program; the other
reason is that they learn how to sacrifice, but they don’t
learn how to manage money. They don’t learn how to
make those difficult financial decisions. It’s for this very
reason that most people will continue to make the same
mistakes over and over again.

Option #3 - You could push your finances into the
new millennium with a new millennium solution. A
system known as a “Financial GPS” will lead you to the
fastest and most efficient way to zero.
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This GPS will even tell you when you’ll arrive at your
deft-free destination! Consumers using this system can
pay off all their debt (including a mortgage) in a fraction
of the time. How is that possible without making double
or triple payments?

It isn’t magic – it’s math. Using

complex algorithms, the system can “crack the code on
interest” to help reduce the amount of interest you pay;
hence you can pay off your principal debt super-FAST.
Since most people don’t have the genius to figure out this
mathematical method independently, and since most
people need a more hands-on specific instruction process,
this is the ideal solution for the new millennium.

One Last Option
Einstein said it best, “the definition of insanity is to

continue to do the same thing over and over again while
expecting a different result.” Frankly, it IS insane to
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continue to embrace debt
like

a

especially

long-lost

friend,

when

you

understand the history and it's insane to leave this life with nothing but debt left
behind for your heirs to figure out. Surely that’s not the
legacy you want to leave for your children’s children!
People choose their financial destiny; we don’t choose it
for them. It’s your choice to do something about your
financial future or to do nothing at all. If there is any
message that you should have gleaned through this book
so far, doing nothing won’t sit well with the God who
owns all the silver and gold. If it is your sincere desire to
be pleasing to God, you have no choice but to make some
changes in the way you live and how you spend. Debt is
bondage as surely as God is God, but it doesn’t have to be
a long-term part of your life! It’s time for you to
BREAK THE CHAINS to the bondage of debt and to
live a life of FREEDOM….for the love of God.
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THE GOOD SUMMARITAN
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him
of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.
A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when
he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an
inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he
said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra
expense you may have.’
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of robbers?”
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on
him.”
Jesus told him “Go and do likewise.” Luke 10:30-37

You’re probably familiar with the story of the Good
Samaritan. In fact, you may have skipped reading the
scripture because you think you already know it so well.
If that’s the case, read it again.
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What do you see?
These are the words of Jesus Christ and a firm reminder
of what compassion looks like, right?

Let’s keep digging…
When everybody else walked by the man who had been
stripped naked, beaten to a pulp, and left in the street to
die, the Good Samaritan came to his rescue. He tended to
his wounds right away and then loaded that poor man
upon his donkey and headed to the Inn. An Inn wasn’t a
bed and breakfast by a different name, it was a place of
healing, and it wasn’t free.

The Good Samaritan paid for

the stranger’s stay at the Inn, and he told the innkeeper
that he was good for any extra expense that might be
incurred for his care.
Compassion is the key message, no doubt. The Good
Samaritan had more compassion in his little finger than
most of us have in a lifetime.

I doubt most people

reading this would go out of their way to tend to the
wounds of a total stranger that everyone else walked to
the other side of the street to avoid. I doubt most people
would surrender their only means of transportation to a
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bloodied stranger and walk the journey instead.

His

compassion overwhelms me every time I read this
account. But there’s more to this story than compassion.
Most people overlook this story because the Good
Samaritan had the financial means to help, and he didn’t
hesitate to do so. He paid for the stranger’s care, and he
committed to cover all the expenses without hesitation.
We don’t know how much this act of kindness cost the
Good Samaritan, and we don’t know if he was “wealthy”
or not, but what we DO KNOW is that when he took pity
on the stranger, his wallet opened right up.
I’m sure you feel blessed to be able to pay your bills. I do
too! I’m sure you feel like you’re a good steward if you
pay your bills on time and you don’t waste money on
“frivolous” things.

But think about all those lost

opportunities – all those times it could have been YOU to
come to the rescue of a stranger IF NOT for the fact that
you have the wrong perception about money and/or
you’re in bondage to your debt– a slave to the lender.
We should strive to be financially FREE - not just for our
peace of mind - not just so that we can build an
inheritance for our children’s children - we should strive
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to free up every penny we can from the snares of the
lender so that we can have the resources to GIVE.
He said 'Freely, freely you have received; freely, freely give. Go
in my name, and because you believe others will know that I
live”

God wants you to freely give your heart, love, testimony,
and resources. All these things, and how we share them,
are a direct response to our relationship with Jesus Christ.
Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” three times as He
instructed Peter to “feed my sheep.” Though Peter denied
Jesus before the crucifixion, he DID LOVE Him! Peter
made a huge mistake, but that didn’t stop Jesus from
loving him, and it didn’t deem Peter useless in His eyes.
IF YOU LOVE HIM, it will show in how you share your
heart, your testimony, and your financial resources. Do
you love Him? If so, it’s time to give AND multiply every
Good Gift from above freely!

BREAK THE CHAINS…for the love of God.
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YOUR JOSEPH CALLING
Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially
for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever. 1 Timothy 5:8

Every family has its own level of dysfunction, and
Joseph’s family was no different.

Rivalry, jealousy,

contention, favoritism, and vengeance - you name it,
Joseph’s family had it all. If there was ever a person who
had reason to deny his own family help in their time of
need, it would have been Joseph.

Here is the story of Joseph…
Joseph…the younger brother of a clan of jealous ones. He
was the apple of his father’s eye, and every one of his 11
brothers knew it. Joseph was born in his father’s old age,
and he was the first-born son of Jacob’s second wife,
Rachel…the love of his life. Jacob had turned heaven and
earth to make Rachel his wife, and Rachel longed to give
him a son. After several barren years, she gave birth to a
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son that captured his father’s heart like none of his other
children. But it wasn’t just that he was born in Jacob’s old
age and born to the woman he loved; Joseph stood out
from the crowd. Joseph was bold, confident, and faithful.
He was forever irritating his older brothers with dreams
and visions from God, and they hated him for it. Two
things happened that finally sent his brothers over-theedge.

First, Joseph’s father gave him a coat of many

colors, symbolizing how special he was to him. Then,
Joseph shared a dream with his family that was a vision
of his entire family bowing down to him. That was the
last straw for his siblings, and they plotted to kill him.
When Joseph’s father sent him to search for his brothers
who were out in the pasture tending to their sheep, his
brothers took off his coat of many colors, tossed Joseph in
a deep pit, and left him to die. They were convinced that
wild animals would devour their brother. They covered
his coat of many colors in the blood of an animal and took
it home to their father as “proof” that Joseph was dead.
Jacob was heartbroken.
Joseph wasn’t devoured by wild animals, and he didn’t
stay in that pit for long. He was “rescued” by passersby
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and sold into slavery instead. The same bold, confident,
and faithful characteristics that his brothers hated led
Joseph to find favor in the eyes of non-family members,
and it didn’t take long before he found himself working
on staff in Pharaoh’s palace in Egypt. God had big plans
for Joseph, and he made him successful at everything he
did. His wisdom was recognized more and more, and his
loyalty was tried and tested. Joseph was promoted to the
“city manager” of Egypt. His wisdom was profound and
his judgment sound.
God continued to speak to Joseph through dreams, and
the Master forewarned him that a famine was headed
their way. So, Joseph devised a brilliant plan to stockpile

food in their land throughout the bountiful seasons, to be
sure that they would have enough to go around during
the famine. God made sure that Joseph would have more
power in his little finger than most people would see in a
lifetime. Joseph was the city manager/bean-counter for
Egypt and the food keeper for all. He had risen to a place
of respect and power in Egypt, just the way God had
shown him in dreams years before.
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The famine hit hard throughout the entire region, and
Jacob’s sons came to him one day to suggest that they
travel to Egypt where the food was. Their reserves were
running low, and without help they’d all starve to death.
So, Jacob sent them on their way with his blessings, and
he gave them gifts to give in exchange for the food. When
they arrived in Egypt requesting food in exchange for
gifts, they met with Joseph, the one “above all.”

His

brothers didn’t recognize their little brother, but he

recognized them immediately. He was so overwhelmed
with emotion at the sight of them that he excused himself
to step away to weep. Imagine what he felt when he was
face to face with the siblings that plotted his death so
many years before.
Joseph had every right to hold their wrongs against his

brothers. After all, they had thrown him in a pit to die,
and they’d faked his death to their father. Instead, Joseph
was consumed with love and compassion the minute he
laid eyes on his family. He forgave them. He loved them.
He longed to see his father. He set out to take care of all

their needs and to see them through the famine. He even
moved his entire family to Egypt, so they were close-by
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for him to watch over. Without Joseph’s compassionate
and forgiving heart, his family would not have survived
the famine.
God is faithful…he revealed Joseph’s destiny to him years
before…he was high and above all the rest, and because
of this high position, he had the means to fulfill the needs.
Isn’t it interesting that the very dream that became the
“last straw” for his brothers was the Promise God used to
save them all in the end? Talk about eating Royal crow!
What does the story of Joseph have to do with you or me?
Plenty!
First of all, no matter what the family does…no matter
how ugly it can be…no matter how many offenses we
experience…we’re STILL told to help our family. The
Bible says, Anyone who does not provide for their

relatives, and especially for their own household, has
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

It

doesn’t say IF they’re nice to you. It doesn’t say IF you
think they deserve help. It doesn’t say you have the right
to pat them on the fanny and send them on their way to
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teach them a “tough love” lesson. It says “provide” for

your relatives. Do you know why? Because it’s when it’s
not “deserved” that we have the most incredible
opportunity to be a witness of the unconditional love and
compassion of Jesus Christ.
We don’t need to remind other people of the way they’ve
hurt us, and we don’t need to withhold help to teach them
a lesson - no more than Joseph did. I’m pretty sure that
Joseph’s brothers would have felt less pain had Joseph
rubbed their noses in what they had done to him years
before instead of extending love in its place. How many
people would say “they got what they deserved” instead
of seeing the magnificence of God unveiled right before
their very eyes?

Shortly after I met my mentor, he asked me ‘Mr. Rohn,
how much money have you saved and invested over the
last six years?’ And I said, ‘None.’ He then asked, ‘Who
sold you on that plan?’ Jim Rohn
God is the provider of all. You have life because He gave
it to you. You have a job because He gave it to you. You
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have food in your refrigerator because He gave it to you.
You have shelter because He gave it to you. NONE of it
“belongs” to you, so why do you have such a hard time
sharing it?
One more thing about Joseph that shouldn’t be
overlooked; Joseph knew hard times were on the horizon
and he planned for them.

Had he not prepared, he

wouldn’t have been able to meet the needs of his own
family, and Israel would have ceased to exist. Yes, God
revealed the famine to Joseph before it ever came, BUT
God warns us of the trials we’ll face in this dark world
through His Word too. Ignoring the “signs” is rebellion
on steroids.
We live on the edge these days with so much debt we
don’t have room to breathe. We don’t live within our
means, and there’s no end to how we spend. How in the
world can we help our own families IF we insist on living
on the edge…buying things we don’t need…with money
we don’t have…to impress people we don’t know? How
can we prepare for those hard times like Joseph did if
most of our money is going just to pay our debt? Hard
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times are coming as surely as the sun will rise tomorrow
and most of America is unprepared.
It's time to accept responsibility to help others – especially
those of our own household...unless you’re okay with
being “worse than a non-believer” when it comes to your
wallet.
It’s time to prepare for the “famine.”
It's time to BREAK THE CHAINS of the bondage of
debt…for the love of God.

127 | P a g e

FUTURE GENERATIONS
Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to
build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel I Chronicles
22:6

David was a man after God’s own heart, and although he
fell hard, he loved big. 1 Kings 15:5 says, For David had

done what was right in the eyes of the LORD and had not
failed to keep any of the LORD's commands all the days
of his life--except in the case of Uriah the Hittite.” Can
you even imagine finding favor like that in the eyes of
God?
David’s heart was set on being the one to build the temple
of the Lord, but God had other plans. So, David turned
the assignment over to his son, Solomon, and David
became the financial backer instead. “I have taken great

pains to provide for the temple of the Lord a hundred
thousand talents of gold, a million talents of silver,
quantities of bronze and iron too great to be weighed, and
wood and stone” To put that into perspective for you, the
modern-day equivalent would be around $400 million.
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Solomon may have completed the
task, but without his father, David,
the job wouldn’t have gotten done
without his deep pockets and His
heart for the Lord.
We tend to see life in the here and
now. When it comes to our children, we think in terms of
good advice, good schools, braces, a wedding, and maybe
a car. We don’t consider what God might have in store in
their lives one day down the road…a God-sized mission
that perhaps only be fulfilled if you were the financial
backer.
We can’t presume to know the mind of God, but we do
know this; David loved God, and God loved David.
Though David’s heart was set on honoring God by being
the one to build the Temple, God knew that David’s best
contribution would be to provide the financial means and
the wisdom to get the job done.
I knew of a couple, years ago, that were willing and able
to fully fund their son’s church plant in another state.
Instead of being distracted by fundraising (and begging)
in hopes of raising the necessary funds to do what he
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knew God wanted him to do, his parents stepped up with
the resources…his salary, housing, insurance, and rent for
the church building. These people believed in their sons'
calling, and they trusted their God. Today his church is
thriving, and souls are routinely being won for Jesus
Christ. I see this as a modern-day David and Solomon
story. God planted the dream in a young man, and He
provided the resources through his parents to fund the
“project.”
If you don’t see your role, spiritually and financially, in
the future of your children, you need to think again. “A

man shall leave his mother and cleave to his wife” doesn’t
mean that you wash your hands of your children when
they get married! In Bible times, children (no matter the
age) lived at home with their family until they married –
they were under the care and feeding of their parents
until they made a home of their own. “Leave and cleave”
is addressing dependency and not a finished work.
God may want to use you financially in the lives of your
children

or

grandchildren

beyond

your

wildest

imagination. “Being there” for the family isn’t always
about bailing them out of hard times…sometimes, God
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wants a “temple” built and He’s expecting you to step up
as the financial backer for God. It’s time to live like it and
prepare like it.

Remember, it is God who gives us the
ability to create wealth.
Wealth for what?
Wealth to build His Kingdom.
You never know if YOU are the one God wants to be the
financial backer for Kingdom building. Will you be ready
and willing?
It begins by BREAKING THE CHAINS…
for the love of God
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CONCLUSION
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are
on earth – Colossians 3:2

The Bible mentions money over 800 times because it’s
how we handle our money that is of the utmost
importance to God. What does it mean to “handle our

money” well?
•

It means that we recognize that none of it belongs
to us…it’s ALL a gift from Him!

•

We surrender control of our money to Him. He’s
the best financial expert on the planet, and His
economy is the only one to rely on.

•

We give Him the first fruit of our income – and
not the leftovers. Our tithe is on our gross
income – not after all the deductions. Why would
God be okay with anything or anyone else
coming before Him?

•

We live by faith and not by bank account balances.
That doesn’t mean that we live dangerously,
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spending every penny we earn. It means that our
security is with Him and not in what we have in
the bank.
•

We accept that paying compound interest is our
way of affording payments on the things we want
to buy…period. Stretching out debt to fit our
budget is a disgraceful waste of God’s money.

It’s humbling to surrender our finances to God, but it’s
empowering all at the same time. When we see financial
freedom as an opportunity to honor Him – when we
accept that’s what He wants for us – when we stop being
“slave to the lender”- we can’t get ourselves out of debt
fast enough! We begin to run like the wind to pay off
every penny of debt because we KNOW the quicker we
do, the sooner we’re free to give our time and treasures
abundantly.
Here are a few reminders to keep you on track:

God’s Economy First
Honoring God with our wealth begins in the heart.
Unless our attitude and perspective of money are in
alignment with God’s economy, what we do externally
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will remain empty and our actions misguided. Making
debt a part of your long-term plan is not in alignment
with God’s economy. Matthew 6:21 says, "For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Help Those in Need
Many people around us are in need (the poor, friends,
family, and community members) and who we can help
using our financial blessings. Generosity honors God
because it is a means by which we become a living
reflection of His grace. When we allow God to use us and
our money, what we're saying is that we acknowledge
that the gold and silver belong to Him to do with what
HE sees fit.

Telling God we “can’t afford it” is not

acceptable or honorable. Matthew 25:40 - “Whatever you

did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.”

Take Control of Your Debt
Stop letting your debt control you and your decisions and
begin to take control of IT. Have a debt-free plan and a
debt-free date – and don’t stop until you’ve eliminated
ALL of it. God rewards stewardship because it honors
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and pleases Him. Being a good steward is not limited to
paying your bills on time, being a good steward means
(for instance) that we aren’t reckless with God’s money by
paying large amounts of interest that could be used for
the Kingdom instead. When we take control of our debt
and we determine to live within our means, our selfdiscipline and contentment are pleasing to the Lord.

Tithing is Non-Negotiable
Tithing is a form of worship and expression of our love,
faith, and devotion towards God over “our” money. If
you want to honor Him, you’ll tithe your first fruits - and
you’ll be rewarded for your obedience when you do. If
you choose not to, you’ll be robbing God of what is
rightfully His. Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me
in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that there will not be room enough to
store it.

Make it Your Goal to Multiply
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Contrary to what some people believe, becoming rich and
wealthy honors God as long as it is achieved in the

righteous and honest way. God is glorified when we gain
fortunes mainly because it comes from Him, and He
delights in blessing us. God rained down manna and
quails from heaven to feed millions of His people as they
traveled to the Promised Land, but He’s never rained
down gold and silver.

Why is that?

I believe that’s

because gold and silver are things of this earth to be used
by His people on earth to glorify Him while we’re here.
God expects us to produce income to do the work of the
Kingdom here. Multiplication in God’s economy almost
always comes down to us being excellent in what we do

by using our God-given gifts and talents. Excellence and
diligence honor God because we are His Children! Just
like a good father, He wants us to be the very best that we
can be in His Name. Provers 22:1 says, “A good name is

to be chosen rather than great riches” – as His children,
what better way can we express our Love for the One
whose Name we bear that to honor Him in all that we do
and all that we are…by being responsible, hard-working,
people of integrity, by being good stewards of every good
thing, and by striving for more so that we can give more
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in His Name? I want to have a heart like my brothers and
sisters had throughout the Great Depression (and
beyond). I want to pray for more just so that I can give
more away.
Our treasures are not here on this earth, and money is
nothing more than a tool to be used to do the work of our

Lord.
It’s How we love Him, how we Serve Him, how we
sacrificially give to meet the needs of others so that they
may see Him through us that matters the most.

It's time to BREAK THE CHAINS…
for the love of God.
"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master's happiness!' Matthew 25:23
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PRAYER FOR FINANCES
Are you ready to BREAK THE CHAINS to the bondage of
debt…for the love of God?

Let’s pray!
Lord, I confess that I’ve made financial mistakes and I ask
you to forgive me. In my ignorance I have accumulated
debt, and through my complacency, I’ve allowed debt to
keep me from multiplying. Lord, I will trust you more,
beginning right now.
Lord, I acknowledge that all the silver and gold belong to
you and I ask for forgiveness for my arrogance for living
like it belongs to me. Forgive me for my selfishness and
greed. Forgive me for my insatiable appetite to have more
material things. Forgive me for all the times I could have
helped someone less fortunate, but I chose not to.
Lord, it is an honor to offer you the first fruits of my time
and my money. I will be obedient to tithing as you
command me to be, and I will be generous with offerings
out of the abundance you graciously entrust to me. My
spirit will be sensitive to the needs you place before me
and I will fill the need with joy in Your Name.
Forgive me for the poor financial example I have set
before others including my own family; an example of
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financial bondage that forces us all to be enslaved to the
lenders.
Lord, I thank you for leading me to truth about my
finances and for opening the door for the help I need to
lead me to becoming debt free as quickly as I can. And
once I get a firm handle on my debt, I will begin to build
an abundance so that I can provide for the needs of my
household and will begin to multiply so that I may leave
an inheritance for my children’s children.
Lord, it is my desire for you to find my life pleasing in
every way, including financially. It is my desire to be the
Good Samaritan every time you put the need before me.
Forgive me for judging those less fortunate and for
turning a blind eye to the needs because of it.
Thank you for opening my eyes to the bondage I’ve
allowed myself to be in for the sake of material things and
thank you for forgiving me.
Thank you for what you are about to do in my life
financially.
Thank you for the financial victory even before I see it.
Thank you for the opportunity to teach my family about
how YOU see money and thank you for the blessing of
time to set the record straight for generations to come.
In the name of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, my
Provider, my Redeemer, my Friend AMEN
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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength. These
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up.
Deuteronomy 6:6-8
Jeremiah 9:23
Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his

wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not
the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts
boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I
am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight,
declares the LORD.”
Matthew 25:20–23

And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered
to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master,
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you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two
talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I
will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’
Proverbs 13:11

Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers
little by little will increase it.
Luke 12:15

And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions.
Luke 14:28-30

For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to
finish.’
Proverbs 22:1

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and
favor is better than silver or gold.
Matthew 13:44-46

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great
value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
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Proverbs 13:22

A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's
children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up for the
righteous
1 Timothy 5:8

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for members of his household, he has denied
the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
Matthew 6:19-21

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.
1 John 3:17

If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of
God be in that person?
Colossians 3:23-24

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not
for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord
Christ.
Matthew 7:21-23

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and
cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty
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works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them,
‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.
Matthew 25:21-25

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you
who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. For I was hungry, and you gave me
nothing to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me nothing to
drink, I was a stranger, and you did not invite me in, I
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and
in prison and you did not look after me.’
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick
or in prison, and did not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do
for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.
Deuteronomy 8:17-19

You might say in your heart, “The power and strength of
my hands have made this wealth for me.” But
remember that it is the LORD your
God who gives you the power to gain wealth, in order
to confirm His covenant that He swore to your
fathers even to this day. If you ever forget the LORD your
God and go after other gods to worship and bow down to
them, I testify against you today that you will surely
perish.
Luke 16:10-12

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will
also be dishonest with much. So, if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust
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you with true riches? And if you have not been
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give
you property of your own?
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ADVICE FROM THE RICH
AND FAMOUS
Every time you borrow money, you're robbing your
future self. --Nathan W. Morris
Never spend your money before you have it. --Thomas
Jefferson
I remember saying to my mentor, 'If I had more money, I
would have a better plan.' He quickly responded, 'I would
suggest that if you had a better plan, you would have
more money.' You see, it's not the amount that counts; it's
the plan that counts. Jim Rohn
It's not how much money you make, but how much
money you keep, how hard it works for you, and how
many generations you keep it for. --Robert Kiyosaki
“Expect the best. Prepare for the worst. Capitalize on
what comes.”- Zig Ziglar
“Only buy something that you’d be perfectly happy to
hold if the market shuts down for ten years.”-Warren
Buffett
The rich invest their money and spend what is left; the
poor spend their money and invest what is left. Jim Rohn
Not he who has much is rich, but he who gives much.
Erich Fromm
“I will tell you the secret to getting rich on Wall Street.
You try to be greedy when others are fearful. And you try
to be fearful when others are greedy.”- Warren Buffett
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An investment in knowledge pays the best interest. -Benjamin Franklin
Opportunity is missed by most people because it is
dressed in overalls and looks like work. Thomas Edison
Money never made a man happy yet, nor will it. The
more a man has, the more he wants. Instead of filling a
vacuum, it makes one. --Benjamin Franklin
“I find so many people struggling, often working harder,
simply because they cling to old ideas. They want things
to be the way they were; they resist change. I know
people who are losing their jobs or their houses, and they
blame technology or the
economy or their boss. Sadly, they fail to realize that they
might be the problem. Old ideas are their biggest liability.
It is a liability simply because they fail to realize that
while that idea or way of doing something was an asset
yesterday, yesterday is gone.”―Robert T. Kiyosaki
Formal education will make you a living; self-education
will make you a fortune. --Jim Rohn
Financial peace isn't the acquisition of stuff. It's learning
to live on less than you make, so you can give money back
and have money to invest. You can't win until you do
this. --Dave Ramsey
He who loses money, loses much; He who loses a friend,
loses much more; He who loses faith, loses all. --Eleanor
Roosevelt
Happiness is not in the mere possession of money; it lies
in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort. -Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Empty pockets never held anyone back. Only empty
heads and empty hearts can do that. --Norman Vincent
Peale
You can only become truly accomplished at something
you love. Don’t make money your goal. Instead, pursue
the things you love doing, and then do them so well that
people can’t take their eyes off you. --Maya Angelou
Buy when everyone else is selling and hold until everyone
else is buying. That’s not just a catchy slogan. It’s the very
essence of successful investing. --J. Paul Getty
You must gain control over your money or the lack of it
will forever control you. --Dave Ramsey
“There is a difference between being poor and being
broke. Broke is temporary. Poor is “eternal” ―Robert T.
Kiyosaki – Rich Dad, Poor Dad

The habit of saving is itself an education; it fosters every
virtue, teaches self-denial, cultivates the sense of order,
trains to forethought, and so broadens the mind. --T.T.
Munger
Before you speak, listen. Before you write, think. Before
you spend, earn. Before you invest, investigate. Before
you criticize, wait. Before you pray, forgive. Before you
quit, try. Before you retire, save. Before you die, give. -William A. Ward
We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give. --Winston Churchill
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Dear friend,
I hope you were blessed (and enlightened) by what you
read in BREAK THE CHAINS. I encourage you to pray
over your finances and to do everything in your power to
be the very best you can be in His Name.
There are lots of good reasons to rid yourself of debt and
to focus on multiplying your financial resources, but the
biggest reason, by far, is so that you have more to give as
the needs are presented to you. “To whom much is given,
much will be expected.”
I prayed over each imperfect page as written by this
imperfect woman…a woman who loves Jesus Christ with
her whole heart. My prayer is that you focused more on
the heart behind the message than the flaws within these
pages.
I pray over each one of you as you read it, but mostly I
pray that each heart will be inspired to rethink God’s
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economy and how we all have a special place in the
Master Plan.
May God richly bless you,

Lynn Gardner
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