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SAMPLE – For Illustrative Use Only 

COVID-19 Post-Vaccination  
Risk Acknowledgment and Liability Waiver 

 
There are still many unknowns regarding COVID-19, its variants, and the COVID-19 vaccination efficacy, 
and some residents have not been vaccinated. As such, there are ongoing risks associated with failing to 
follow public health recommendations, such as social distancing and masking. Because of ongoing risks, 
this Risk Acknowledgment and Liability Waiver is required of all residents, regardless of vaccination 
status.    
 

I. Ongoing Risks 
 
Potential for Infection Even with Vaccine: Of those vaccinated, most will have received either the 
Pfizer-BioNTech (“Pfizer”) or the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Both vaccines appear to be highly 
effective, with the Pfizer vaccine showing the efficacy of 95% and the Moderna vaccine showing the 
efficacy of 94.1% after the second dose. Nevertheless, there is an ongoing reason for caution. No 
vaccine has proven to be 100% effective, and the vaccines may be less effective for those age 65 and 
over. For example, according to the FDA’s analysis, the Moderna vaccine’s effectiveness appeared to be 
lower in people 65 and older, at 86%. Even those that receive the vaccine are at risk of contracting 
COVID-19 and experiencing severe outcomes, including death.  
 
Unvaccinated Residents: Some residents in the Community have refused the vaccine or cannot receive 
the vaccine for health reasons. These residents are especially vulnerable to contracting COVID-19 and 
experiencing severe outcomes, including death.  
 
Unknowns Regarding Duration of Post-Vaccination Immunity: A recent CDC guidance updated May 16, 
2021, provides guidance to protect yourself from getting sick.  
However, it states that “These recommendations can help you make decisions about daily activities after 
you are fully vaccinated. They are not intended for healthcare settings.” (CDC, 2021) 
At this time, there are limited data on vaccine protection in people who are immunocompromised. 
Further, data on which immunocompromising conditions might affect response to the COVID-19 vaccine 
and the magnitude of risk are not available. Examples of such immunocompromising conditions likely 
include, but might not be limited to, receiving chemotherapy for cancer, hematologic malignancies, 
being within one year from receiving a hematopoietic stem cell or solid organ transplant, untreated HIV 
infection with CD4 T lymphocyte count < 200, combined primary immunodeficiency disorder, and taking 
immunosuppressive medications (e.g., drugs to suppress rejection of transplanted organs or to treat 
rheumatologic conditions such as mycophenolate and rituximab, receipt of prednisone >20mg/day for 
more than 14 days.) In general, healthcare facilities should continue to follow the infection prevention 
and control recommendations for unvaccinated individuals (e.g., quarantine, testing) when caring for 
fully vaccinated individuals with an immunocompromising condition. (CDC, 2021) 
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Transmission After Vaccination: We still do not know if someone who was vaccinated can develop an 

asymptomatic infection and transmit the virus. Until more is known, if you fail to adhere to public health 

recommendations, you may put others at risk even if you have been vaccinated.  There have been studies 

that show that there are COVID-19 vaccine breakthrough cases that have been reported to the CDC as of 

July 15, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-departments/breakthrough-cases.html  

 

New COVID-19 Strains: New strains of COVID-19 continue to emerge, and we do not yet know what 

impact this will have on vaccine efficacy. According to a recent article by Johns Hopkins Medicine: 

There is new evidence from laboratory studies that some immune responses driven by current 

vaccines could be less effective against some of the new strains. Whether that means that people 

who have gotten the COVID-19 vaccines could get sick with the new variants is not yet known.1 

II. Risk Acknowledgment 

I acknowledge my awareness of the ongoing risks related to COVID-19, whether or not I have been 

vaccinated. I voluntarily assume the risk that I may be exposed to or infected with COVID-19, especially if 

I fail to wear a mask or follow other recommended protocols, and that such exposure or infection may 

result in personal injury, illness, permanent disability, and/or death.  

With full awareness and appreciation of the risks involved, I hereby forever release, waive, discharge 

the Community, its board members, officers, agents, servants, independent contractors, affiliates, 

employees, successors, and assigns (collectively the “Released Parties”) from any and all liability, 

claims, demands, actions, and causes of action whatsoever, that may be sustained by me or my family 

resulting from my engaging in any activities, inside or outside the Community, that is not recommended 

by public health authorities, and any resulting COVID-19 infection, whether caused by the acts, 

omissions, and/or negligence of the Released Parties or otherwise (the “Released Claims”). 

Furthermore, I covenant not to sue the Released Parties in regard to the Released Claims.   

       
 

Resident Signature: ___________________________________________    Date: __________________ 

Responsible Party Signature: ____________________________________    Date: __________________ 

Facility Representative Signature: ________________________________    Date: __________________ 

 

 
1 https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/coronavirus/a-new-strain-of-coronavirus-
what-you-should-know 
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