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This free resource is a sample of the Making Inferences Reading 
Mini Units. You can grab the full making inferences unit in my 
shop, (or here for TpT). This unit is also part of hundreds of 
resources that you will find in The Literacy Loft Membership.  

Each reading mini unit includes: 
Google Slides/PowerPoint
Exit Slips
Reading Comprehension Passages + Questions (5)
Graphic Organizers
Reading Posters
Reading Activities

What is The Literacy Loft Membership?  
The TLL Membership is basically the best thing I've ever created. 
You have full access to all of our current and future resources as 
long as you remain a member. There is no discount, sale, or deal 
that can top the value and savings of the TLL Membership. Not 
only will you have access to these units, but every resource I have 
ever created. Click here to learn more!
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Recommended Books: 
Teaching your students how to make inferences can be both challenging and fun. Picture 
books are going to be your bff when it comes to introducing this concept to your students.

The books listed below are just a few of my favorite books to teach the skill of inferring. 
Some of the books that were listed in the story elements unit were also listed here because 
they are also great choices to use when teaching making inferences. Also, using the same 
book to teach a different reading strategy is helpful for your students. They are already 
familiar with the book so you can focus on your strategy.  

For this unit, I did not include chapter books because you can really use any fiction read 
aloud to accompany teaching making inferences. Instead, I listed some wordless picture 
books. These are such a fun way to use when teaching your students about inferences. 

How can you use wordless picture books? 
Wordless picture books are special because the author doesn’t explicitly explain what is 
happening in the book. Students have to use illustrations to tell the story. Many books, 
especially those by David Weisner have very detailed illustrations. So students will have to 
explain their inferences from the evidence (illustration) in the text. 

How can you use picture books (with text)? 
Picture books are a great way to teach students how to use illustrations to connect the 
words. Students can use the words and pictures as evidence/clues to make an inference.   

Picture Books Wordless Picture Books

The Wretched Stone by Chris Van Allsburg

Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg

The Stranger by Chris Van Allsburg

Thunder Cake by Patricia Polacco

Enemy Pie by Derek Munson
Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens

Thank you, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco

A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon

Fables by Arnold Lobel
Aesop's Fables by Jerry Pinkney

Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts

The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson

Pancakes for Breakfast by Tomie dePaola
Tuesday by Davide Wiesner

Free Fall by David Wiesner

Mr. Wuffles! by David Wiesner

Flotsam by David Wiesner
Fossil by Bill Thompson

Chalk by Bill Thompson

Good Dog, Carl by Alexandra Day

https://www.amazon.com/Wretched-Stone-Chris-Van-Allsburg/dp/0395533074/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2KXUGBZW1OQDP&dchild=1&keywords=the+wretched+stone+by+chris+van+allsburg&qid=1632580207&sprefix=the+wretched+stone%2Caps%2C407&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Two-Bad-Ants-Chris-Allsburg/dp/0395486688/ref=pd_bxgy_img_2/144-9909951-8774129?pd_rd_w=Em7ZK&pf_rd_p=c64372fa-c41c-422e-990d-9e034f73989b&pf_rd_r=A2V01SSWPQGXQPXA27S0&pd_rd_r=b6fa8d39-02e3-451c-9450-88592b7f463b&pd_rd_wg=wg66j&pd_rd_i=0395486688&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Stranger-Chris-Van-Allsburg/dp/0395423317/ref=pd_bxgy_img_1/144-9909951-8774129?pd_rd_w=fSnSC&pf_rd_p=c64372fa-c41c-422e-990d-9e034f73989b&pf_rd_r=2ZYSNTE02RREESKGP6BJ&pd_rd_r=ef7bfeec-bf10-494b-8a04-52f21afbe14e&pd_rd_wg=KDU9o&pd_rd_i=0395423317&psc=1
https://amzn.to/2USGg84
https://amzn.to/2USGg84
https://amzn.to/38iV02Z
https://amzn.to/3gzr8E6
https://amzn.to/2UOGWeu
https://amzn.to/3ypHtkJ
https://amzn.to/3mFqMj8
https://amzn.to/3gyOuJW
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Side-Jacqueline-Woodson/dp/0399231161/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1DA25QVYXWY27&dchild=1&keywords=the+other+side+by+jacqueline+woodson&qid=1632585794&s=books&sprefix=the+other+side+by+%2Cstripbooks%2C187&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pancakes-Breakfast-Tomie-dePaola/dp/0156707683
https://www.amazon.com/Tuesday-David-Wiesner/dp/0395870828/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7R3I49NIJ5LJ&dchild=1&keywords=tuesday+by+david+wiesner&qid=1632584899&sprefix=tuesday+by+dav%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Free-Fall-David-Wiesner/dp/068810990X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y5QDTBUAO2D0&dchild=1&keywords=free+fall+by+david+wiesner&qid=1632584974&sprefix=free+fall+by+david%2Caps%2C185&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mr-Wuffles-Caldecott-Medal-Winning/dp/0618756612/ref=sr_1_1?crid=HLLIS6E6EOM5&dchild=1&keywords=mr.+wuffles+by+david+wiesner&qid=1632585227&sprefix=mr.+wuffles%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Flotsam-David-Wiesner/dp/0618194576/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SJ7DYSCUYLOC&dchild=1&keywords=flotsam+by+david+wiesner&qid=1632585765&s=books&sprefix=flotsam+by+%2Cstripbooks%2C348&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fossil-Bill-Thomson/dp/1477847006
https://www.amazon.com/Chalk-Author-Bill-Thomson-Jul-2010/dp/B0108DX4C4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33ZHGGHDCJ98J&dchild=1&keywords=chalk+by+bill+thomson&qid=1632585473&s=books&sprefix=chalk+by+bill%2Cstripbooks%2C184&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Dog-Carl-Classic-Board/dp/0689807481/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34WD8FNF1759P&dchild=1&keywords=good+dog+carl&qid=1632585700&s=books&sprefix=Good+dog+%2Cstripbooks%2C185&sr=1-1


Video Links
Snack Attack
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38y_1EWIE9I

Hair Love (some words)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNw8V_Fkw28

The Present (some words)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjqiU5FgsYc&t=5s

Pigeons with Questions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LA21vyf_GE

Pigeon Impossible with Questions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPeAflR7tP8

Recommended Videos: 
Using video to teach your students how to make inferences lets children practice the skill of 
inferring, but without having to decode and understand a text. This is a great way to 
introduce or get students engaged in making inferences. Below are some links to wordless 
(or very few words) videos. Students can infer the plot of the video, including how the 
characters feel, setting, etc. This is a lot of practice in a more accessible way, especially for 
your students with special needs or a language barrier or any students that struggle. 

Teacher Tips!
• Be sure to preview any videos you choose first to be sure they are appropriate for your 

students. While I wouldn't recommend anything I wouldn't use myself, you know what is 
best for your students more than anyone else. You will also want to be prepared for any 
other conversations that the videos might open up. For example, in the video "Hair 
Love" - the mom is sick with cancer.  

• Ask questions about the plot, characters, setting, etc. throughout the video to be sure 
students are understanding what is happening. Students will most likely naturally infer 
what is happening in the video. This is a great opportunity to encourage them to explain 
how they were able to infer. What clues in the text helped them make an inference? 

• Double check that you are able to access the videos beforehand. I found these videos 
on YouTube. Some schools may block YouTube. However, if you Google the name of 
the video, you may be able to find the videos hosted on Vimeo or somewhere else on 
the internet. Also, since they are on YouTube, you may get a commercial/ad you don't 
necessarily want your students to see, so check these before showing to your students. 

© The Literacy Loft, LLC 2021
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This mini unit includes resources to introduce or review making inferences to your 3rd graders. The 
unit is aligned to the Common Core standards. However, it is rooted in providing an 
understanding of making inferences through texts and pictures. This unit includes a 
PowerPoint/Google Slides, graphic organizers, reading comprehension passages, questions, exit 
slips, and activities. It also includes recommended picture books and wordless books that will 
support you in teaching students how to make inferences. Let's get into the specifics. 

*All activities are included in a Google Slides or Forms format.*

What is included? 
Topics Covered: Making Inferences (with illustrations, photographs, setting, real life situations, 
character traits, character feelings, plot)

1. Google Slides/PowerPoint: This is an interactive teaching presentation to use to teach the 
skills. The Google Slides and PowerPoints help you teach or review the skill. There are three 
versions included in both PowerPoint & Google Slides. The slide presentation is organized so 
that you can:

1.      Model the Skill
2. Let's Try It! (Active Engagement)
3. Independent Practice (Exit Slip) 

Version 1: (Teaching Slides) These slides include transitions so that you can discuss the 
answers before they appear. The answers are also in the notes section of the slideshow.
Version 2: (Student Slides) These slides can be used if you are teaching virtually or if you 
want to use this as a review and have students complete on their own. 
Version 3: (Answer Key) This slide has all the answers. 

2. Graphic Organizers: There are 6 different versions of a chart to make inferences. These can be 
used with any book or story. 

3. Reading Posters: One reading poster for making inferences and another with thinking stems.

4. Reading Comprehension Passages + Questions: There a total of 5 Reading Comprehension 
Passages & Questions. The questions are all based on making inferences. 

5. Exit Slips: Each exit slip can be printed out 2 per page. The Exit Slips are also available in 
Google Forms. The exit slips are multiple choice or short response.

6. Reading Activities: 5 practice pages for students to practice making inferences.

7. Clues & Conclusions: An activity for students to use clues to make an inference/draw a 
conclusion.

8. Recommended Book List: picture books & wordless picture books

© 2021 The Literacy Loft, LLC       www.theliteracyloft.com
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Thank you so much for your purchase! This resource was created to support a need I 
found in my own classroom. I hope you and your students enjoy making this resource 
a part of your classroom. If you have ANY questions about this resource, please feel 
free to email us at Jessica@theliteracyloft.com I will gladly answer any questions or 
concerns you have. Instagram is one of my favorite places to hang out! If you ever 
use my resources, I would love for you to tag me so I can join the fun! @theliteracyloft

Please know that you have only purchased one license.  If you plan on sharing with 
another teacher, please head back to our shop to purchase additional user licenses.  
Thank you so much!

Let's Connect!

This resource would not be near as lovely without the talent of the 
following clip artists, font designers, and digital paper gurus!

Please take the time to leave feedback and earn those valuable TPT credits! By 
leaving feedback, you earn credits towards future purchases. #easymoney J

Click any of the icons below to follow us on other social media platforms!

hello!

Thank You!

CLICK HERE!

mailto:Jessica@theliteracyloft.com
https://www.instagram.com/theliteracyloft/
https://www.instagram.com/theliteracyloft/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Literacy-Loft
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Literacy-Loft
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