IELTS@HOME
VOCABULARY

Your Future Starts Here..

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 0

Vocabulary
No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

1

able

adjective

with the power, skill, or
means to do something

- He was able to read Greek at
the age of eight.

2

abundant

adjective

existing or available in large
quantities; plentiful

- There was abundant
evidence to support the theory.

3

accelerate

verb

to start to go faster

- The car accelerated to
overtake me.

4

accentuate

verb

to make more noticeable or
prominent

- A deep tan accentuated his
blue eyes.

5

access

noun, verb

noun: the way or means of
approaching or entering a
place

- The staircase gives access to
the top floor.

the right or opportunity to
use something or to see
something

- We grant awards to help
people gain access to good
training.

verb: to enter a place

- Single rooms have private
facilities accessed via the
balcony

to obtain data stored in a
computer

- The program used to access
the data.

able to be reached or used

- The building has been made
accessible to disabled people.

6

accessible

adjective

friendly and easy to talk to;
approachable

easily understood or
enjoyed; clear

- He is more accessible than
most tycoons.
- The programme tries to make
science more accessible to
young people.

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 1

No.
7

Word
acclaim

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb, noun

verb: to praise
enthusiastically and publicly

- The car was acclaimed as
the best in its class.

noun: enthusiastic public
praise

- She has won international
acclaim for her commitment to
democracy.

8

accolade

noun

something given as a
special honour or as a
reward for excellence

- He was finally awarded the
ultimate accolade.

9

accomplish

verb

to succeed in doing or
completing something

- The first part of the plan has
been safely accomplished.

10

accomplishment

noun

something impressive that
has been done or achieved
after a lot of work

- The reduction of inflation was
a remarkable
accomplishment.

11

accountability

noun

the fact of being responsible
for your decisions and
expected to explain them
when asked

- There have been proposals
for greater police
accountability.

12

accredited

adjective

officially recognized or
approved; working with
official permission

- The former business school is
now a fully accredited
university.

13

accurate

adjective

correct in every detail

- Accurate records must be
kept at all times.

14

achieve

verb

to succeed in bringing about
or reaching a desired object
or result by effort, skill, or
courage

- He achieved his ambition to
become a press photographer.

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 2

No.
15

Word
active

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

always busy doing things,
especially physical activities

- Although he’s nearly 80, he is
still very active.

giving a lot of time or
attention to something;
- They take an active part in
making a determined effort
school life.
and not leaving something to
happen by itself
doing something regularly;
functioning

- The area has a large, but
politically inactive population.

16

activist

noun

a person who works to
achieve political or social
change, especially as a
member of an organization
with particular aims

- Gay activists marched in
London today to protest against
the new law.

17

adapt

verb

to change something in
order to make it suitable for
a new use or situation

- Most of these tools have been
specially adapted for use by
disabled people.

18

adjust

verb

to change something slightly
to make it more suitable for
a new set of conditions or to
make it better

- This button is for adjusting
the volume.

19

admire

verb

to respect someone for what
they are or for what they
have done

- I admire your courage.

to look at something that is
attractive and/or impressive

- He stood back to admire his
handiwork.

noun: progress or
development in a particular
activity or area of
understanding

- We live in an age of rapid
technological advance.

20

advance

noun
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

21

advantage

noun

a condition or factor that
puts someone or something
in a more favourable
position.

- Our technology will give you a
competitive advantage.

22

adventure

noun

an unusual, exciting, and
daring experience

- His recent adventures in
Italy.

excitement arising from this

- She travelled the world in
search of adventure.

23

advice

noun

an opinion or a suggestion
about what someone should
do in a particular situation

- Can you give me some
advice on where to buy good
map?

24

advocate

verb, noun

verb: to request or
recommend something
publicly

- The group does not advocate
the use of violence.

noun: a person who support
the speaker in favour of
someone or a public plan or
action

- A staunch advocate of free
speech.

a strong feeling that you
understand and like
someone or something

- He has a natural affinity with
animals and birds.

a close relationship between
two people or things that
have similar qualities,
structures, or features

- There is a close affinity
between Spanish and Italian.

to state emphatically or
publicly

- He affirmed the country’s
commitment to peace.

to declare you support for; to
uphold or defend

- The chapters affirmed the
rights of national minorities.

25

26

affinity

affirm

noun

verb

- Children need to be affirmed
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

27

agenda

noun

a list of items to be
discussed at a meeting

- The next item on the agenda
is the publicity budget.

28

agree

noun

to have the same opinion as
another person or people

- I agree with your analysis.

to be willing to accept or do
something suggested by
another person

- Do you think they’ll agree to
my proposal?

to decide on something
- Can we agree a price?
to be consistent with
- Your body language doesn’t
agree with what you are
saying.
29

30

aim

alive

noun, verb

adjective

noun: what someone is
trying to achieve

- Our main aim is to increase
sales.

verb: to try or plan to
achieve a particular goal

- The government is aiming at
a 50% reduction in
unemployment.

to direct someone at
something as an aim

- These measures are aimed
at preventing violent crime.

to direct at a particular
person or group; to intend
for

- The book is aimed at young
children.

continuing in existence or
use

- Fortunately the old recipes
are still very much alive.

alert and active: animated

- Ken comes alive when he
hears his music played.

having interest and meaning

- We hope we will make history
come alive for children
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Word

31

all-purpose

adjective

that can used for several
different purposes

- Cheddar is an all-purpose
cheese for cooking and eating.

32

all-round

adjective

having very many abilities or
uses; versatile

- An all-round artist.

in many or all respects

- His all-round excellence.

on or from every side or in
every direction

- The car’s large glass area
provides excellent all-round
vision.

to make different

- This development will alter
the character of the town.

to become different

- He had not altered greatly in
the last ten years.

noun: something that you
can choose to have or do
out of two or more
possibilities

- There is a vegetarian
alternative on the menu every
day.

adjective: that can be used
instead of something else

- Do you have an alternative
solution?

different from the usual or
traditional way of doing
something

- people attracted to
alternative lifestyles.

to surprise very much

- What amazes me is how long
she managed to hide it from us.

33

34

35

alter

alternative

amaze

Parts of
Speech

verb

noun,
adjective

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)
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36

Word
ambition

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

a strong desire to do or
achieve something

- Her ambition was to become
a model.

desire and determination to
achieve success

- Young men and women with
ambition.

37

amenable

adjective

willing to corporate or be
influenced to do something
easy to control

- The manager was very
amenable: nothing was too
much trouble.

38

amend

verb

to change a law, document,
or statement slightly in order
to correct a mistake or
improve it

- He asked to see the
amended version.

39

amenity

noun

a feature that makes a place
pleasant, comfortable, or
easy to live in

- The property is situated in a
convenient location, close to all
local amenities.

40

analogy

noun

a comparison of one thing or
another that has similar
features, especially in order
to explain it

- The teacher drew an analogy
between the human heart and
a pump.

41

analyse

verb

to examine the nature of
something, especially by
separating it into its parts, in
order to understand or
explain it

- The job involves gathering
and analysing data.

42

animated

adjective

full of life or excitement

- An animated conversation.

made to look as if pictures
are moving

- An animated version of a
classic fairy tale.

to tell people officially about
a decision or plan

- They haven’t formally
announced their engagement
yet.

43

announce

verb
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No.
44

45

46

Word
anticipate

apparent

appeal

Parts of
Speech
verb

adjective

verb, noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

to believe that something will - We don’t anticipate any
happen or that someone will major problems.
do something
to see what might happen in
the future and try to take
action to prepare for it

- We need someone who can
anticipate and respond to
changes in fashion industry.

clearly seen or understood
obvious

- She laughed for no apparent
reason.

seeming real, but not
necessarily so

- His apparent lack of concern.

verb: to make a serious or
heartfelt request

- Police are appealing for
information about the incident.

to be attractive or interesting

- It’s a book that appeals to
people of all ages.

noun: a serious or heartfelt
request
the quality of being attractive
or interesting

- His mother made an appeal
for the return of the ring.
- The popular appeal of
football.

47

applaud

verb

to express praise for
someone or something
because you strongly
approve of them

- We applaud his decision not
to resign.

48

applicable

adjective

directly connected with
someone or something;
likely to be true of someone
or something

- The same considerations are
equally applicable to accident
claims.

49

applied

adjective

used in a practical way

- Applied mathematics.
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50

Word
apply

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

to make a formal request,
- You can apply for the position
usually in writing, for
by letter or online.
something such as a job or a
place at a college or
university
to be relevant

- The regulations apply to all
member states.

to put all your effort into a
task

- If he applied himself, he
could be the best in the world.

51

appoint

verb

to choose someone for a
job, especially an important
one, or for a position of
responsibility

- They have appointed a new
principal at my son’s school.

52

appraisal

noun

an assessment of the
quality, performance, or
nature of something

- She carried out a thorough
appraisal of the work.

53

appreciate

verb

to recognize the full worth of

- She feels that he doesn’t
appreciate her.

to be grateful for; to
welcome
to understand a situation
fully; to grasp the full
implications of
54

approach

verb, noun

- I’d appreciate any
information you can give me.
- I don’t think you appreciate
the difficulties we are facing.

verb: to start to deal with in a - You must approach the
particular way; to tackle
matter with caution.
noun: a way of dealing with
something

- The traditional British
approach to controlling air
pollution.

an initial proposal or request

- Doctors are considering an
approach to the high court.
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Word

55

appropriate

56

approve

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective

acceptable or correct for a
particular situation or person

- Jeans are not appropriate for
a formal interview.

verb

to agree officially to or
accept as satisfactory

- The budget was approved by
parliament.

to think that someone or
something is good,
acceptable, or suitable

- His boss doesn’t approve of
his party-bay lifestyle.

57

apt

adjective

Suitable for a particular
situation

- The theme could not be more
apt.

58

aptitude

noun

a natural ability to do
something well

- Children with an aptitude for
painting and drawing.

59

arbitrate

verb

to officially settle an
argument or disagreement
between two people or
groups

- The board has the power to
arbitrate in disputes.

60

archetype

noun

the most typical or perfect
example of a particular kind
of person or thing

- She is the archetype of an
American movie star.

61

ardent

adjective

very enthusiastic;
passionate

- An ardent supporter of
organic agriculture.

62

arena

noun

a place or scene of activity,
debate, or conflict

- He has re-entered the political
arena.
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63

Word
argue

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

to give reasons or evidence
in support of something

- Sociologists argue that
inequalities in industrial
societies are being reduced

to speak angrily to someone
because you disagree with
them

- We’re always arguing with
each other about money.

64

aroma

noun

a pleasant, fairly strong
small, especially of food or
drinks such as coffee

- the tantalizing aroma of fresh
coffee.

65

arrange

verb

to put tidily or in a particular
order

- The columns are arranged in
rows.

to organize or plan
something

- A news conference was
hastily arranged.

66

array

noun

a group or collection or
things or people, often one
that is large or impressive

- There is a vast array of
literature on the subject.

67

arrest

verb

to attract the afternoon of:

- The church’s stillness
arrested her.

68

articulate

adjective,
verb

adjective: good at
expressing ideas or feelings
clearly in words

- He was unusually articulate
for a ten-year-old.

clearly expressed or
pronounced

- All we could hear were loud
sobs, but no articulate words.

verb: to pronounce clearly
and distinctly

- He articulated each word
with precision.

to express clearly in words

- The president articulated the
feelings of the majority.
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No.
69

Word
artistic

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

having natural creative skill

- He applied his artistic
abilities to connect with his
family’s cultural heritage.

relating to or characteristic
of art or artists

- An artistic temperament.

pleasing to look at

- Artistic designs.

70

ascertain

verb

to find out for certain the
facts of a situation

- An attempt to ascertain the
course of the accident.

71

aspect

noun

a particular part or feature of
something

- A Training course covering all
aspects of the business.

a particular appearance or
quality

- The black eyepatch gave his
face a sinister aspect.

the side of a building facing
a particular direction

- A summer house with a
southern aspect.

72

aspire

verb

to have a strong desire to
achieve or become
something

- She aspired to a scientific
career.

73

assert

verb

to state clearly and firmly
that something is true.

- She continued to assert her
innocence.

74

assertive

adjective

expressing opinions or
desires strongly and with
confidence., so that people
take notice

- You need to learn to be
assertive and stand up to your
rights.
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No.
75

Word
assess

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

to evaluate or estimate the
nature, ability, or quality of

- The committee must assess
the relative importance of the
issues.

to calculate or estimate the
price or value of

- The damage was assessed
at $5 billion.

to test a student’s
knowledge or ability by
giving them written work,
examinations, or practical
exercises

- Students will be assessed on
their use of these skills.

76

asset

noun

a useful or valuable thing or
person, especially because
they help you to be
successful

- She’ll be a great asset to any
company she works far.

77

assiduous

adjective

showing or done with great
care and thoroughness

- She was assiduous in
pointing out every feature.

78

assign

verb

to give someone something
that they can use, or to give
them a task or responsibility

- Work duties were assigned
at the beginning of the shift.

79

assist

verb

to make it easier or possible
for someone to achieve
something for them

- I spend much of my time
assisting the chef.

80

associate

verb, noun

verb: to connect in your
mind

- I associated wealth with
freedom.

noun: a work partner or
colleague

- The bank was run by his
business associate.
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No.
81

82

Word
assume

assure

Parts of
Speech
verb

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

to accept as true without
having any proof

- I think we can safely assume
the situation will continue.

to take or begin to have
power or responsibility

- The court assumed
responsibility for the girl’s
welfare.

to begin to have

- Foreign trade has assumed
greater importance in recent
years.

to pretend to have

- He assumed an air of
indifference.

to tell someone that
something is definitely true

- She’s perfectly safe, I can
assure you.

to make something certain
to happen

- Victory would assure her a
place in the finals.

83

astonish

verb

to surprise someone very
much

- The news astonished
everyone.

84

astound

verb

to surprise or shock
someone very much

- His arrogance astounded
her.

85

astute

adjective

good at making accurate
judgements about what to
do in a particular situation

- An astute politician, he
understood the need to get
them on his side.

86

atmosphere

noun

the way that a particular
place or situation feels to
you; feeling between two
people or in a group of
people

- In this playgroup, your
children will play with other
children in a warm friendly
atmosphere.

87

attention

noun

the act of listening, looking
at, or thinking about
someone or something
carefully

- Now, please sit up and pay
attention to what I am going to
say.
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88

attract

verb

to have qualities that you
notice and like; to have
qualities that make you like
and admire them

- The tall trees are what first
attracted me to the place.

89

attractive

adjective

pleasant to look at

- This is a big house with an
attractive garden.

having qualities that arouse
interest

- An attractive investment
proposition.

90

audacious

adjective

showing a willingness to
take surprisingly bold risks

- A series of audacious
takeovers.

91

audition

noun, verb

noun: an interview for an
actor, singer, etc. in which
they give practical
demonstration of their skills

- He went for an audition with
the royal ballet.

92

augur

verb

to be a sign of a good/bad
outcome

- Conflicts among the various
groups do not augur well for
the future of the peace talks.

93

aura

noun

a quality or feeling that is
very noticeable and seems
to surround a person or
place

- There was a faint aura of
mystery about him.

94

auspicious

adjective

showing signs that
something is likely to be
successful in the future

- It seemed an auspicious
start to the new year.
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No.
95

96

Word
austere

authentic

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

simple and plain, with no
decoration, usually because
that is what someone
prefers

- The austere simplicity of the
building.

without comforts or luxuries

- Their austere living
conditions.

known to be real genuine,
and not a copy

- I don’t know if the painting is
authentic.

true and giving an accurate
and accurate and realistic
description of something

- an authentic account of life in
the desert.

made to be exactly the same - An authentic model of the
as the original
ancient town.
97

authoritative

adjective

that you can trust and
respect as true and correct

- He is credited with writing the
most authoritative and up-todate book on the subject.

98

authority

noun

a person with special
knowledge of a subject

- She is an authority on early
musical instruments.

99

authorization

noun

official permission to do
something

- Authorization to attend
courses must be obtained from
the education chairman.

a document that gives
someone official permission
to do something

- Can I see your authorization
please?

100

authorize

verb

to give official permission for
something, or for someone
to do something

- I can authorize payments up
to $5,000.

101

autonomy

noun

the freedom to make
decisions and do things
without being controlled by
anyone else

- Schools have gained greater
autonomy from government
control.
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Word
available

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

that you can get, buy, or find

- A few seats are still available.

free to do something

- The nurse is only available in
the mornings.

103

avant-garde

adjective,
noun

adjective: new and
experimental

- The theatre shows a lot of
avant-garde works.

104

avid

adjective

showing great enthusiasm
for something such as a
hobby

- I have always been an avid
reader.

105

award

noun, verb

noun: something, such as
money or a special title,
given to someone for
something they have done
or achieved

- The company’s annual award
for high-quality service.

verb: to give something
officially as a prize,
payment, or reward

- A 3.5% pay rise was awarded
to staff.

106

aware

adjective

knowing or realize
something; notice that
something is present or that
something is happening

- Most people are aware of the
dangers of sunbathing.

107

awe

noun

a feeling of great respect
and slight fear because you
are very impressed by
someone or something

- They gazed in awe at the
beauty of the scene.

108

axiom

noun

a statement regarded or
accepted as obviously true

- The axiom that sport builds
character.
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109

back

verb

to give help or support to

- Her parents backed her in
her choice of career.

110

balance

verb

to be equal in value,
amount, or strength to
something else that has the
opposite effect.

- This lack of experience was
balanced by a willingness to
learn.

to establish an even degree
of proportions or elements in

- She manages to balance
work and family life.

noun: something bought for
less than the usual price

- I picked up a few good
bargains in the sale.

an agreement between two
or more people or groups to
do something for each other

- Finally, the two sides struck a
bargain.

verb: to discuss prices,
conditions, etc. with
someone in order to reach
an agreement

- He bargained with the
council to rent the stadium.

noun: an idea, or fact, or
situation from which
something is developed

- His arguments have a sound
economic base.

the main place where a
business works from or
where a person lives or
stays

- The company has its base in
Berlin and branch offices
throughout the world.

verb: to use a particular city,
country, or region as the
main place for something
such as a business; to stay
in a particular area in order
to be able to do something
such as work or travel there

- She works for a company
based in Chicago.

111

112

bargain

base

noun, verb

noun, verb
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No.
113

114

115

116

117

Word
basic

basis

bask

beautiful

benchmark

Parts of
Speech
adjective,
noun

noun

verb

adjective

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: concerning the
most central and important
parts of something from
which other things develop

- During the first term, we will
concentrate on the basic
principles of law.

necessary and important to
all people

- Food and shelter are basic
human rights.

noun: the most important,
necessary, and often
practical facts, skills, or
ideas from which other
things develop

- I need to learn the basics of
computer programming.

a principle, idea, or fact that
supports something and that
it can develop from

- This article will form the basis
of our discussion.

the reason why people take
a particular action

- On what basis will this
decision be made?

to lie exposed to warmth and - I sat on the bank, basking in
sunlight for pleasure
the warm sunshine.
to take great pleasure in

- They were still basking in the
glory of success.

very pleasant to look at

- She looked stunningly
beautiful that night.

(of a place or something
pleasant to look at) pleasing
to the eyes, to the other
senses, or to the mind

- If I look out of the window, I
can see all this beautiful
countryside.

a standard or point of
reference that other things
can be compared with

- The German recycling system
is seen as a benchmark for
schemes throughout Europe.
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118

beneficial

adjective

having a helpful or useful
effect

- Relaxation classes can be
beneficial to people of all
ages.

119

benefit

noun, verb

noun: a good or useful effect
of something

- She had the benefit of a good
education.

something given by your
employer in addition to your
pay

- Benefits include a company
pension and free health
insurance.

verb: to get an advantage or
benefit from something

- Most crime victims benefit
greatly by talking about their
experiences.

to be useful or bring an
advantage to someone or
improve their way of life

- The new tax laws will clearly
benefit those on law wages.

120

bespoke

adjective

written or adapted for a
specific user or purpose

- A bespoke computer
program.

121

best

adjective

most suitable or appropriate

- What’s the best way to cook
steaks?

122

bijou

adjective

(of a building or garden)
small but attractive and
fashionable

- The house was very small
and cramped, but the agent
described it as a bijou
residence.
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No.
123

124

Word
blend

blessing

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a pleasant or useful
combination of different
things

- A blend of youth and
experience.

mixture of different types of
the same thing

- Several different blends of
freshly ground coffee.

verb: to combine with
something in an attractive
and effective way

- The old and new buildings
blend together perfectly.

to mix two or more
substances or flavours
together; (of substances of
flavors) to be mixed together

- Blend the flour things with the
milk to make a smooth paste.

approval or support from a
person or group

- This arrangement received
the full blessing of the
committee.

something that makes a
situation good or better

- It’s a blessing no one was in
the house when the fire started.

125

bliss

noun

a feeling of great happiness
and peacefulness

- The first six months of
marriage were sheer bliss.

126

bloom

verb

to become more healthy,
confident, and successful;
(of a relationship, career, or
talent) to develop into
something better or quickly
become successful

- The idea has now
blossomed into a successful
business.

127

blossom

verb

verb: (of people) to become
more healthy, confident, and
successful; (of a
relationship, career, or
talent) to develop into
something better or quickly
become successful

- The idea has now
blossomed into a successful
business.

128

blue-chip

adjective

(of a company or shares)
considered to be a reliable
investment

- When investing, look for bluechip companies.

of the highest quality

- Blue-chip art.
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129

blueprint

noun

a plan that shows what and
how something can be
achieved; a model showing
how something should be
done or made.

- The government has recently
unveiled a blueprint for an
integrated transport system.

130

boast

verb

to have something that is
impressive and that you can
be proud of

- The hotel boasts two
swimming pools and a golf
course.

131

bold

adjective

(of people or their
behaviour) brave and
confident; not afraid to say
what you feel or to take risks

- It was a bold move on their
part to open a branch of the
business in France.

(of colours) strong, clear,
and easy to see

- A coat with bold polka dots.

132

bolster

verb

to support or improve
something or make it
stronger

- Falling interest rates may help
to bolster the economy.

133

bonus

noun

money that you receive from
your employer in addition to
your normal wages or
salary, especially because
you have done your job well

- Everyone in the company
gets a 10% Christmas bonus.

something extra that is more
or better than you were
expecting
134

135

boom

boost

verb, noun

verb, noun

- Good weather is a bonus but
the real appeal is the scenery.

verb: to make something
increase, or become better
or more successful

- The new service helped to
boost pre-tax profits by 10%.

noun: an increase or
improvement

- The cut in interest rates will
give a further boost to the
economy.

verb: to make something
increase, or become better
or more successful

- The new service helped to
boost pre-tax profits by 10%

noun: an increase or
improvement

- The cut in interest rates will
give a further boost to the
economy.
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136 bountiful

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

large in quantity; abundant:

- The ocean provides a
bountiful supply of fresh food.

giving generously

- This bountiful God has
thought of everything.
- The company has nine fourstar boutique hotels in Asia
and the United States.

137

boutique

noun

a small shop selling
fashionable clothes or
accessories

138

brand

noun, verb

noun: a type of product mark - Which brand of toothpaste do
by a particular company,
you use?
especially a food or drink
you might buy in a
supermarket
someone’s particular way of
doing or thinking about
something

- She has her own unique
brand of humour.

verb: to describe as being
bad or unpleasant,
especially unfairly

- The newspapers branded her
a liar.

139

brave

adjective

(of a person) willing to do
things which are difficult,
dangerous, or painful

- I wasn’t brave enough to tell
her what I thought of her.

140

breathtaking

adjective

very impressive or exciting,
usually in a pleasant way;
spectacular

- The scene was breathtaking
in its beauty.

141

brief

adjective

lasting for only a short time

- The prime minister is due to
make a brief visit to South
Korea.

using few words

- The author makes only a
brief mention of the role of
Japan in this period.
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bright

brilliant

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

full of light; shining strongly;
(of colours) strong

- She stood blinking in the
bright sunlight.

cheerful and lively

- I was not feeling very bright
after the party the night before.

quick to learn; intelligent

- She’s a very bright student
and will go far.

(especially in journalism or
business) likely to be
successful; promising

- Prospects for the coming year
look bright.

very bright

- The sky was a brilliant blue.

(informal) extremely good

- How was the show? ‘Brilliant’

144

broaden

verb

to expand to take in more
people or things

- He has to broaden Labour’s
appeal to the whole
community.

145

budding

adjective

(of a person) beginning and
showing signs of promise in
a particular sphere

- Budding young actors.

beginning and showing
promising signs of
continuing

- Their budding friendship.

adjective: (especially in
advertising) cheap because
it offers only a basic level of
service

- You can save pounds on
budget flights to the sun.

noun: the money that is
available to an organization,
government, or person and
a plan of how it will be spent
over a period of time

- The government is planning
to increase the education
budget.

verb: to be careful about the
amount of money you
spend; to plan to spend an
amount of money for a
particular purpose

- If we budget carefully, we’ll
be able to afford the trip.

146

budget

adjective,
noun, verb
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147

buffer

noun

a thing or person that
reduces shock or protects
someone or something
against difficulties

- Support from family and
friends acts as a buffer against
stress.

148

build

verb

to create something,
especially a way of life or an
impression that you develop
and improve over a period of
time

- She’s built a new career for
herself.

149

bullish

adjective

feeling confident and
positive about the future

- He was in a bullish mood
about the future of the
company.

(finance) causing, or
connected with, an increase
in the price of shares

- A bullish market.

(finance) (of price or
business activity) tending to
increase or stay at a high
level, usually showing
financial success

- Sales have remained
buoyant even during the
recession.

150

buoyant

adjective
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business

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition
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a commercial organization
- I’ve decided to start my own
such as a company, shop, or business.
factory
a particular kind of activity
that includes producing,
buying, selling, or providing
goods or services for money
the activity of providing
buying, selling, or providing
goods or services for
money; the rate or quality of
their works
the fact of a person or
people buying goods or
services at a shop, company
etc.

- She works in the company
business.

- It’s been a pleasure to do
business with you.

- We’re losing business to our
main rivals.

152

calculate

verb

(calculate on) to include
something as an essential
element in your plans

- We had calculated on a quiet
Sunday.

153

calibre

noun

the quality of someone’s
character or the level of their
ability

- They could ill afford to lose a
man of his calibre.

the standard reached by
something

- Educational facilities of a very
high calibre.
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154 calm

Parts of
Speech
adjective,
noun, verb

Definition
adjective: not excited,
anxious, or upset

- In an emergency it is
important to keep calm.

(of the sea) without large
waves; (of the weather)
without wind: (of an
atmosphere) without noise
or without feeling

- The city is calm again after
yesterday’s riots.

noun: a quiet and relaxed
manner in which you are in
control of your feelings

- He spoke with studied calm.

a situation in which there is
no violence, anger, or
argument

- The police appealed for calm

a quiet or peaceful time or
situation

- We sat together in the calm
of the evening.

verb: to make someone or
something become quiet
and more relaxed; have
some brandy

- It’ll calm your nerves.

(calm down) to make or
become relaxed, especially
in your behavior
155

campaign

noun, verb

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a series of planned
activities that are intended to
achieve a particular social,
commercial, or political aim
verb: to carry out a
campaign

- Calm down! We’ll find her.

- She led the campaign for
parliamentary reform.

- We have campaigned
against whaling for the last 15
years.

156

candid

adjective

saying what you think openly - The ex-minister gave a
and honestly
candid interview about his
reasons for resigning.

157

capable

adjective

having the ability to manage
things well

- She’s an extremely capable
teacher.
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capacity

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition
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the maximum amount that
something can contain or
produce

- When running at full
capacity, the factory will
employ 500 people.

the ability to understand or
do something

- She has an enormous
capacity for hard work.

a specified role or position

- I was engaged in a voluntary
capacity.

159

captivate

verb

to get and keep someone’s
close attention by being
extremely interesting or
attractive

- The children were captivated
by her stories.

160

care

noun, verb

the provision of what is
necessary for the health,
welfare, maintenance, and
protection of someone or
something

- The child is in the care of her
grandparents.

verb: to feel that something
is important and worth
worrying about to; worry
about what happens to
someone because you like
or love them

- He cared passionately about
environmental issues.

161

careful

adjective

giving a lot of attention to
details when considering,
studying, or explaining
something

- After careful consideration,
we have decided to offer you
the job.

162

cascade

verb, noun

verb: to pass something on
to a succession of others

- Teachers who are able to
cascade their experience
effectively

noun: a process by which
something, e.g. information
or knowledge, is
successively passed on

- Normally, new developments
filter down in a cascade
system.

a person or thing that
causes a change

- I see my role as being a
catalyst for transformation in
the company.

163

catalyst

noun
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164

categorical

adjective

expressed clearly and in a
way that shows you are very
sure about what you are
saying

- The government has still to
make a categorical statement
on the issue.

165

cater

verb

to gain or offer the things
that a particular kind of
person wants

- They only publish novels
which cater to the mass
market.

166

cause

noun, verb

noun: a thing or person that
makes something happen

- Unemployment is a major
cause of poverty.

a reason for behaving in a
particular way or having
particular feelings

- There is no cause for alarm.

an organization or idea that
people support or flight for

- Anima welfare campaigners
raised $70,000 for their cause
last year.

to show that a day or event
is important by doing
something special on it

- We celebrated our 25th
wedding anniversary in
Florence.

to publicly express
admiration of someone or
something, especially in a
film, song, or work or art

- It was a movie celebrating
the life and works of Martin
Luther King.

most important; essential or
principal

- Reducing inflation is central
to the government's economic
policy.

167

168

celebrate

central

verb

adjective

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 29

No.
169

170

171

172

Word
centre

certain

certify

challenge

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

adjective

verb

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the point towards
which people direct their
attention

- The prime minister is at the
centre of a political row.

the middle point or root of an
area or thing

- There was a long table in the
centre of the room.

a building or place used for
a particular purpose or
activity

- A new leisure centre is being
built on the outskirts of the city.

that you can rely on to
happen or be true

- She looks certain to win an
Oscar.

sure that you are right or
that something is true

- Are you absolutely certain
about this?

used to refer to a particular
thing, person, or group
without giving any further
detail about them

- They refused to release the
hostages unless certain
conditions were met.

to confirm or state
something in a formal
document.

- The profits for the year had
been certified by the auditors.

to officially recognize that
someone or something
meets certain standards

- Scenes of violence had to be
cut before the film could be
certified.

noun: a new or difficult task
that tests someone’s ability
and skill

- The role will be the biggest
challenge of his acting career.

verb: to raise doubt as to
whether something is true or
genuine

- This discovery challenges
traditional beliefs.

to invite someone to do
something demanding

- The opposite leader
challenged the prime minister
to call an election.
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No.
173

174

Word
champion

character

Parts of
Speech

Definition

noun, verb

noun: a person or team etc.
that has won a competition,
especially in sport

- He was the undisputed
heavyweight champion of the
world.

a person who fights for, or
speaks in support of, a
group of people or a brief

- He has always championed
the cause of gay rights.

the qualities and features
that make a person or group
different from others

- She revealed her true
character when anyone
disagreed with her.

strong personal qualities
such as the ability to deal
with difficult situations

- He showed great character
returning to the sport after the
accident.

the interesting or unusual
quality that a place or
person has

- The modern hotels here have
no real character.

the opinion that people have
of you, especially whether
you can be trusted or relied
on; reputation

- He had been discharged
without a strain on his
character.

noun

Sample Sentence(s)

175

charisma

noun

the powerful personal quality
that some people have to
attract, impress, and
influence other people

- The prudent have great
personal charisma.

176

charm

noun, verb

noun: the power of pleasing
and attracting other people
and making them like you

- He was a man of great
charm.

the quality that a place or
thing has of being pleasing
or attractive, especially in a
way that is slightly oldfashioned; a pleasing or
attractive feature

- The hotel is full of charm and
character.

177

charm

noun, verb

verb: to please or attract in a - He charmed his mother into
way that makes other people letting him have own way.
like you or be willing to do
what you want

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 31

No.
178

179

180

181

182

Word
cheerful

cherish

chief

choice

choice

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

noun,
adjective

noun,
adjective

noun,
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

happy and showing your
happiness in your behavior
or expression

- She tried to sound cheerful
and unconcerned.

Causing happiness by its
nature or appearance

- The room was painted in
cheerful colours.

to love someone or
something very much and
want to protect them

- Children need to be
cherished.

to keep a moment or
pleasant feeling in your mind
for a long time

- She had long cherished a
secret fantasy about his future.

noun: a person in a high
position or the highest
position in a company or
organization

- The former CIA chief of
European operations.

adjective: highest in rank

- He was appointed as the
Chief Education Office.

most important

- Unemployment was the chief
cause of poverty.

an act of choosing between
two or more possibilities

- Many women are forced to
make a choice between family
and career.

a person or thing that is
chosen

- She’s the obvious choice for
the job.

the freedom to choose what
you do

- He’s going to do it; he doesn’t
have much choice.

a number or range of
different thing to choose
from

- A menu offering a wide
choice of dishes.

adjective: (especially of
food) od very good quality

- He picked some choice early
plums.
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184

185

Word
choose

chronicle

circumstance

Parts of
Speech
verb

noun, verb

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

to make decision about
which thing or person you
want out of the ones
available

- There are plenty of
restaurants to choose from.

to prefer or decide to do
something or behave in a
particular way, after thinking
about the different
possibilities available

- Employees can retire at 60 if
they choose.

noun: a written record of
events (with little or no
explanation) in the order in
which they happened.

- A chronicle of the turbulent
years of the region’s past.

verb: to record events in the
order in which they
happened

- Her achievements are
chronicled in a new biography.

the facts that are connected
with and affect a situation,
event, or action

- The company reserves the
right to cancel their agreement
in certain circumstances.

the conditions of a person’s
life, especially the money
they have

- Grants are awarded
according to your financial
circumstances.

the set of situations and
events that affect you and
influence you and that are
not in your control

- He was a victim of
circumstance.
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186

civil

adjective

polite in a formal way, but
sometimes rather reserved

- His replies were civil, but
scarcely welcoming.

187

claim

noun, verb

a statement that something
is true although it has not
been proved

- There are conflicting claims
about the cause of the fire.

a request for a sum of
money that you believe you
have a right to, especially
from a company or the
government

- You can make a claim on
your insurance policy.

a right that someone
believes they have to
something

- The court ruled that they had
no claim on the land.

verb: to state something as
a fact, but without giving
proof

- He claims he wasn’t given a
fair hearing.

to ask for something,
especially money, from a
company or the government
because you believe you
have a right to it

- He’s not entitled to claim
unemployment benefits.

188

clarify

verb

to make something clearer
or easier for someone to
understand

- The report succeeded in
clarifying the government’s
position.

189

class

noun

an elegant quality or a high
level of skill that is
impression; stylishness

- She has class all right-she
looks like a model.

190

classic

adjective,
noun

adjective: elegant, but
simple and traditional in
style or design

- A classic navy blazer.

judge over time to be of the
highest quality

- The classic work on the
subject.

very typical as an example

- The classic symptoms of flu.
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191

classify

verb

to arrange things in groups
according to features that
they in common; to decide
which group someone or
something belongs to

- Soils can be classified under
two main headings.

192

clean

adjective

having a simple, welldefined, and pleasing shape

- The various parts blended
with the clean lines of the
aircraft’s design.

giving a clear and distinctive
impression to the sense

193

clear

adjective,
verb

- clean, fresh, natural flavours.

adjective: easy to see or
understand; leaving no
doubts

- It is clear from the graph that
sales have dropped sharply.

easy to understand; not
causing any confusion

- She gave me clear and
precise instructions.

that you can see through

- The water was so clear we
could see the bottom of the
lake.

free from obstruction or
unwanted objects: a clear
road
verb: to make or become
clear

194

clever

adjective

to declare to be innocent

- He was cleared of a crime.

to authorize

- I cleared him to return to his
squadron.

quick at learning and
understanding things

- She was a very clever and
studious young woman.
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Word

close

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

giving careful attention to
detail when looking at or
considering something

- Take a close look at this
photograph.

(of a race or contest) won by
only a small amount or
distance; concerning
something that nearly
happens, especially a
dangerous or unpleasant
situation

- It’s a desperately close race;
I can’t see who is ahead.

very similar to something
else

- There’s a close resemblance
between them (= they look very
similar).

196

closure

noun

the feeling that a difficult or
an unpleasant experience
has come to an end or been
dealt with in an acceptable
way

- The conviction of their son’s
murderer helped to give them a
sense of closure.

197

coach

verb, noun

verb: to train someone to
play a sport or improve a
skill

- She was coached for the
Olympics team.

noun: a person who trains a
team or person in a sport
198

coax

verb

to persuade someone to do
something by talking to them
in a kind and gentle way; to
make an animal or machine
do something by treating it
gently

- He was coaxed out of
retirement to help the failing
company.

199

cocktail

noun

a mixture of different
substances, usually ones
that do not mix together well

- A lethal cocktail of drugs.
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200

Word
code

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

a set of rules or behavior
that are generally accepted
by or forced on a group of
society

- Young people unconsciously
conform to a dress code but
reject any kind of uniform.

a system of laws or written
rules that state how people
in an organization or country
should behave

- The company has drawn up a
new discipline code.

201

cogent

adjective

Expressed firmly and clearly - His criticisms still seem as
in a way that influences what cogent today as they did 20
people believe
years ago.

202

coherent

adjective

(of an idea, system, or
explanation) logical, well
organized, and consistent;
clear and easy to
understand

- They have yet to come up
with a coherent policy on this
issue.

203

cohort

noun

a group of people with a
shared characteristic

- A cohort of students.

204

collaborate

verb

to work jointly on an activity
or project

- He collaborated with her on
numerous special projects.

205

colleague

noun

a person that you work with,
especially in a profession or
business

- I’d like you to meet a
colleague of mine from the
office.

206

colourful

adjective

having many or varied
colours; bright

- A colourful array of fruit.

207

combine

verb

to bring or come together to
form a single thing or group;
to join or put together two or
more things or groups etc

- Several factors had
combined to ruin our plans.

to do two things at the same
time

- This modem combines a
phone and a fax machine.
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209

Word
comfort

command

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the state of being
physically relaxed and free
from pain; the state of
having a pleasant life, with
everything you need

- With DVDs you can watch the
latest movies in the comfort of
your own home.

a feeling of being less
unhappy or not suffering or
worrying so much

- I tried to offer a few words of
comfort.

verb: to make someone who
is worried or unhappy feel
better by being kind and
sympathetic towards them

- The victim’s widow was today
being comforted by family and
friends.

noun: an authoritative order

- He obeyed her commands
without question.

The power to give orders to
a group of people, especially
in the armed forces or police
210

commemorate

verb

verb: to take action to
honour the memory of

- The town held a silent march
to commemorate the dead.

211

commend

verb

verb: to praise, especially
publicly or officially

- She was commended for her
handling of the situation.

to present as suitable for
approval or acceptance; to
recommend

- I commend them to you
without reservation.

212

commensurate

adjective

adjective: corresponding in
size or degree; in proportion

- Salaries will be
commensurate with age and
experience.

213

comment

noun, verb

noun: something that you
say or write that gives an
opinion on something or is a
response to a question

- She made helpful comments
on my work.

verb: to express an opinion
or give facts about it

- We were just commenting on
how well you look.
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214

commentary

noun

noun: a written explanation
or discussion of something
such as a book or play

- He wrote a commentary on
Paul’s letter to the romans.

215

commerce

noun

noun: trade, especially
between countries

- Leaders of industry and
commerce met at the summit
in Paris.

216

commission

noun, verb

noun: a formal request for
something to be made;
instruction, command, or
duty

- One of his first commissions
was to redesign the exhibition
building.

a group of people given
official authority to do
something
a sum of money paid to an
agent for selling something.

- A commission was
appointed to investigate
allegations of police violence.
- Foreign banks may charge a
commission.

an officer’s position in the
armed forces.
217

218

commit

commitment

verb

noun

verb: to allocate or dedicate
time or money to a
course of action

- The government should
commit more money to
training judges.

(commit yourself) to promise
to do something

- Local business leaders
committed themselves to
community projects.

(commit to) to put something
somewhere to preserve it

- She committed each detail to
memory.

noun: dedication to a cause
or activity

- We are looking for candidates
who will make a long-term
commitment to the project.

an obligation or engagement
that restricts freedom of
action

- He resigned because of the
pressure of family
commitments.
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219

communicate

verb

verb: to make information,
ideas, or feelings known to
other people; exchange
information or ideas with
someone

- He was eager to
communicate his ideas to the
group.

220

community

noun

noun: all the people who live
in a particular local area
when talked about as a
group

- The local community was
shocked by the murders.

a group of people who share
the same race, religion, job,
or interests, especially when
they live in the same place

- Representatives of the city’s
Asian community had a
meeting with the mayor.

the holding of certain
attitudes and interests in
common

- The sense of community that
organized religion can provide.

adjective: (of a room or
place) using only a small
amount of space

- The kitchen was compact but
well equipped.

small and tiny to carry

- A compact camera.

verb: to examine people or
things in order to see how
they are similar and how
they are different

- Standards in health care have
improved enormously
compared with 40 years old.

to be as good as; to be
similar to

- How do these results
compare with last year’s?

adjective: able to exist or be
used together without
problems or conflict

- We’ve selected a
contemporary design theme
that’s compatible with any
decor.

221

222

223

compact

compare

compatible

adjective

verb

adjective

(of two people) able to have
a good relationship; well
suited
consistent or in keeping

- The bruising is compatible
with his having had a fall.
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No.
224

Word
compelling

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: arousing strong
interest or attention in a
powerful and irresistible
way; not able to be proved
false; inspiring conviction

- A compelling argument for
adopting the policy.

so exciting or interesting that
it holds your attention and
you cannot stop reading,
watching, or looking at it

- Her latest book made
compelling reading.

(of a need or desire) so
strong that you must do
something about it

- He was a sad man with a
compelling need to talk about
his unhappiness.

225

competent

adjective

adjective: having enough
skill or knowledge to do
something well or to the
necessary standard

- Make sure the builders are
competent to carry out the
work.

226

competitive

adjective

adjective: (of prices, good,
or services) as cheap as or
cheaper than those offered
by other companies; able to
offer goods or services at
relatively cheap prices

- We need to work harder to
remain competitive with other
companies.

227

complement

noun, verb

noun: a thing that
contributes extra features to
something else so as to
improve it

- Local ales provide the perfect
complement to the food.

The number or quantity that
makes something complete

- We have a full complement
of staff.

- This mouth-watering sauce
verb: to add extra features to complements the dessert
someone or something in a
beautifully.
way that improves
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Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

228

complex

adjective

adjective: made up of many
different things or parts that
are connected; difficult to
understand

- She managed to
communicate a complex
argument in a brilliantly simple
way.

229

compliment

noun, verb

noun: a polite expression of
praise or admiration

- She blushed at the
unexpected compliment.

verb: to politely congratulate
or praise

- Critics complimented the
orchestra’s performance.

adjective: including all, or
almost all, the items, details,
facts, or information that
may be concerned

- To compile a comprehensive
list of addresses.

230

comprehensive

adjective

Having a large content or
scope
231

concise

adjective

adjective: giving only the
information that is necessary
and important, using few
words

- a concise account of the
country’s history.

232

conclude

verb

Verb: to arrive at a
judgement or opinion on the
basis of the information you
have

- The report concluded that
the cheapest option was to
close the laboratory.

233

concomitant

adjective

adjective: (formal) naturally
accompanying or
associated; attendant

- The Gulf crisis and the
concomitant rise in oil prices.
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No.
234

Word
condition

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the state of something
or someone, with regard to
appearance, fitness, or
working order

- You should visually check the
condition of your wiring.

the circumstances affecting
something

- The health risks associated
with poor living conditions.

a state of affairs that must
exist before something else
is possible

- For a country to borrow
money, three conditions must
be met.

235

conducive

adjective

adjective: (conducive to)
making a certain situation or
outcome likely or possible

- An environment which is
conducive to learning.

236

confident

adjective

adjective: feeling sure about
your own ability to do things
and be successful

- She was a confident
outgoing girl.

completely sure that
something will happen in the
way you want or expect

- The team feels confident of
winning.

verb: to state or show that
something is true or correct

- The Financial Services
Authority confirmed that it was
investigating the rumours.

to make something definite
or formally valid

- Hotels often require a deposit
to confirm a booking.

(confirm in) to make
someone feel or believe
something more strongly

- The experience confirmed
her decision not to employ a
nanny.

verb: to express good
wishes or praise at the
happiness or success of
someone

- I congratulated them on their
exam results.

(congratulate yourself) to
feel pleased and proud
because you have achieved
something

- You can congratulate
yourself on having done an
excellent job.

237

238

confirm

congratulate

verb

verb
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No.
239

Word
connect

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition
verb: to join together so as
to provide access and
communication
to bring together so as to
establish

Sample Sentence(s)
- The buildings were
connected by underground
passages.

to be related in some way

- The electrodes are
connected to the recording
device

240

connotation

noun

noun: an idea or attitude
suggested by a word in
addition to its main meaning

- The word ‘professional’ has
connotations of skill and
excellence.

241

conscientious

adjective

adjective: taking care to do
things carefully and correctly

- He was thorough and
conscientious, rather than
brilliant.

242

consensus

noun

noun: an opinion that all
members of a group agree
with

- There is a general
consensus among teachers
about the need for greater
security in school.

243

consent

noun, verb

noun: permission or
agreement

- A change in the rules requires
the consent of all members.

verb: to give permission for
something

- He consented to a search by
a detective.

to agree to do something

- She consented to work as an
external assessor on the panel.

noun: a result or effect

- Inflation is a consequence of
rapid growth in the money
supply.

importance or relevance

- The past is of no
consequence.

244

consequence

noun
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No.
245

246

247

248

Word
consider

consistent

consolidate

conspicuous

Parts of
Speech
verb

adjective

verb

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to think carefully about
something

- She hesitated, considering
her choices.

to believe or think

- people considered to be at
risk of contracting the disease.

to take something into
account when making a
judgement

- His record is even more
remarkable when you consider
his age.

adjective: unchanging over a
period of time

- Consistent growth in the
economy.

acting or being done in the
same way over time,
especially so as to be fair or
accurate

- The parents are being
consistent and firm in their
reactions.

(of an argument or set of
ideas) not containing any
logical contradictions

- A consistent explanation

(consistent with) compatible
or in agreement with

- The injuries are consistent
with falling from a great height.

verb: to reinforce or
strengthen your position or
power

- The company consolidated
its position in the international
market.

to combine a number of
things into a single more
effective or coherent whole

- All manufacturing activities
have been consolidated in
new premises.

to combine a number of
financial accounts or funds
into a single overall account
or set of accounts

- All the debts have been
consolidated.

adjective: clearly visible

- He was very thin, with a
conspicuous Adam’s apple.

attracting notice; noticeable

- Bay windows are a
conspicuous feature of his
architecture.
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Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

249

constructive

adjective

adjective: having a useful
and helpful effect rather than
being negative or with no
purpose

- You should always welcome
constructive criticism of your
work.

250

consult

verb

verb: to seek information or
advice from someone,
especially an expert or
professional

- If you consult a solicitor,
making a will is a relatively
simple procedure.

to have discussions with
someone, before
undertaking a course of
action

- Patients are entitled to be
consulted about their
treatment.

To refer to something for
information

- Consult a dictionary.

251

consultant

noun

noun: a person who knows a
lot about a particular subject
and is paid by a company to
give advice about it.

- Consultants were brought in
to sort out the mess.

252

consummate

adjective

adjective: (of a person)
extremely skilled at
something

- A consummate performer/
actor/ politician.

(of a skill or quality) very
great

- He weaved his way past the
England defenders with
consummate ease.

adjective: belonging to or
occurring in the present

- The tension and complexities
of our contemporary

following modern ideas in
style or design

- An exhibition of
contemporary ceramics by
leading potters.

253

contemporary

adjective
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No.
254

255

Word
contour

contrast

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

noun, verb

Definition
noun: the outer edges of
something

- The road follows the natural
contours of the coastline.

verb: to mould into a specific
shape, typically one
designed to fit into
something else

- The compartment has been
contoured with smooth
rounded corners.

noun: the state of being
noticeably different from
something else when put or
considered together

In contrast to karate, tae kwon
do is characterized by high
kicks.

a thing or person noticeably
different from another

- The castle is quite a contrast
to other places where the
singer has performed.

verb: to differ noticeably

to compare in such a way as
to emphasize differences
256

257

convince

cooperative

verb

adjective

Sample Sentence(s)

- This view contrasts
significantly from his earlier
opinion.
- The poem contrasts youth
and age.

verb: to make someone
firmly believe that something
is true

- They convinced me that I
was wrong.

to make someone do
something by giving them
good reasons for doing it

- I’ve been trying to convince
him to see a doctor.

adjective: involving people
or groups doing something
together or working together
towards a shared aim.

- This is a cooperative venture
with the University of
Copenhagen.

helpful by doing what you
are asked to do

- Employees will generally be
more cooperative if their views
are taken seriously.
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No.
258

259

260

261

Word
coordinate

core

correlate

corroborate

Parts of
Speech
verb

noun,
adjective

verb

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to bring together the
different elements of a
complex activity or
organization into a
harmonious or efficient
relationship

- He had responsibility for
coordinating London’s
transport system.

to negotiate with others in
order to work together
effectively

- You will coordinate with
consultants and other
departments on a variety of
projects.

(of colours, clothes, or
fabrics) to look nice
together; match or
harmonize attractively

- This shade coordinates with
a wide range of other colours.

noun: the most important
part of a problem, activity, or
set of ideas

- This report goes to the core
of the argument.

Adjective: being the most
important part of a problem,
activity, etc.

- Managers can concentrate on
their core activities.

verb: to have a mutual
relationship or connection, in
which one thing affects or
depends on another

- Success in the educational
system correlates highly with
class.

to establish such a
relationship or connection

- He should correlate general
trends in public opinion with
trends in the content of
television news.

verb: (formal) to provide
evidence that supports a
claim or theory, especially
when someone has been
accused of doing something
wrong

- The witness corroborated
the boy’s account of the attack.
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No.
262

Word
cosmopolitan

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: (of a place)
containing people of
different kinds or from
different countries, and
influenced by their culture

- She liked the cosmopolitan
atmosphere of the city.

(of a person) having or
showing a wide experience
of people or things from
many different countries

- People with a truly
cosmopolitan outlook.

263

cost-effective

adjective

adjective: effective or
productive in relation to its
cost

- The most cost-effective way
to invest in the stock market.

264

cosy

adjective

adjective: giving a feeling of
comfort, warmth, and
relaxation

- We stopped in a cosy little
cafe for a cup of tea.

not seeking or offering
challenge or difficulty;
complacent

- A cosy assumption among
audit firms that they would
never go bust.

265

courage

noun

noun: willingness to face
danger, pain, or opposition,
especially when doing
something that you believe
to be right

- She displayed remarkable
courage in the face of danger.

266

creative

adjective

adjective: involving the use
of skill and the imagination
to produce something new
or a work of art; having or
showing an ability to do this

- Change unleashes people’s
creative energy.
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No.
267

Word
credential

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a qualification,
achievement, quality, or
aspect of a person’s
background, especially
when used to indicate their
suitability for something

- Recruitment is based mainly
on academic credentials.

a document proving a
person’s identity or
qualification

- Check the credentials of any
unknown caller.

268

credible

adjective

adjective: that can be
believed or trusted

- Few people found his story
credible.

269

creditable

adjective

adjective: of a fairly good
standard, and deserving
praise or approval

- The chairman welcomed the
company’s creditable
performance in the previous
years.

270

criterion

noun

noun: a principle or level of
quality by which something
is judged or by the help of
which a decision is made

- The listing in the guide is
proof that the restaurant meets
certain criteria.

271

critical

adjective

adjective: expressing
disapproving comments or
judgements

- The press were very critical
of him.

expressing or involving an
assessment or analysis of
the merits and faults of a
literary or artistic work

- She never won the critical
acclaim she sought.

having a decisive
- Confidence has been a
importance in the success or critical factor in their success.
failure of something; crucial
or essential
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No.
272

Word
critique

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a detailed analysis
and assessment of
something, especially a
literary, philosophical, or
political theory

- She wrote a feminist critique
of Frued’s theories.

verb: to analyse and assess
a theory or practice in detail;
evaluate or review

- The authors critique the
methods and practices used in
the research.

273

crucial

adjective

adjective: extremely
important, because a
particular situation or activity
depends on it; decisive or
critical, especially in the
success or failure of
something

- Negotiations were at a
crucial stage.

274

crux

noun

noun: the most important
part of a problem or an issue

- Now we come to the real crux
of the matter.

275

culture

noun

noun: the customs, beliefs,
art, ways of life, and social
organization of a particular
country or group

- These ideas have always
been central to Western
culture.

a country or group with its
own customs, beliefs, etc.

- As young people started to
have more money, a significant
youth culture developed.

the attitudes and behaviour
characteristic of a particular
social group

- We need a major culture
change in our economic, social,
and political life.

276

custom

noun

noun: a traditional way of
- The old English custom of
behaving or doing
dancing around the maypole.
something that is specific to
a particular society, place, or
time
a thing that a person often
does; a habit

- It is our custom to visit the
Lake District in October.

regular dealings with a shop
or business by customers.

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 51

No.
277

Word
daring

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition
adjective: (of a person)
brave and willing to do
dangerous or unusual things
(of a thing) involving danger
and taking risks

278

debate

noun

Sample Sentence(s)
- The concept of the daring
solo performer.

- A torpedo bomber attempted
a daring attack.

noun: a formal discussion on - The prime minister opened
a particular matter in a
the debate on prison reform.
public meeting, parliament,
etc., in which opposing
arguments are presented
an argument or discussion
expressing different
opinions, especially when
this is seen as good or
necessary

- The national debate on
education.

279

decisive

adjective

adjective: of the greatest
importance in affecting the
final result a particular
situation

- Morrison scored the decisive
goal in the 75th minute of the
game.

280

declare

verb

verb: to say something
officially or publicly; to say
firmly and clearly

- The court declared that strike
action was illegal.

281

dedicate

verb

verb: to give a lot of your
- He dedicated his life to
time, effort, or resources to a helping the poor.
particular activity or purpose
because you think it is
important

282

definitive

adjective

adjective: (of a conclusion or
agreement) final; that cannot
or need not be changed or
added to

- A definitive decision.

(of a book or other text) the
most authoritative of its kind

- The definitive biography of
the Queen.

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 52

No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

283

delegate

verb

verb: to give part of your
work or authority to
someone in lower position
than you

- Some managers find it difficult
to delegate.

284

deliberate

verb

verb: to consider carefully
and for a long time

- The jury deliberated for five
days before finding him guilty.

285

delicate

adjective

adjective: very fine or
intricate in texture or
structure

- A delicate lace shawl.

easily broken or damaged

- The eye is one of the most
delicate organs of the body.

(of a colour or flavour) subtle
and pleasant

- A delicate shade of blue.

noun: great pleasure

- The children squealed in
delight.

a cause of great pleasure

- The illustrations are a delight.

verb: to please someone
greatly

- This news will delight his
fans throughout the world.

(delight in) to take great
pleasure in

- He was tall, handsome, and
amiable and she delighted in
his company.

286

delight

noun,verb

287

deliver

verb

verb: (especially in
- He has promised to finish the
journalism or business) to do job by June and I am sure he
what you promised to do or
will deliver.
what you are expected to
do; to produce or provide
what people expect you to

288

dependable

adjective

adjective: trustworthy and
reliable

- A sturdy, long -lasting
dependable watch.

289

descriptive

adjective

adjective: saying what
someone or something is
like; describing

- The text contains some good
descriptive passages.
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290

deserving

adjective

adjective: that deserves
help, support, or attention

- Only the more deserving
cases ever receive help from
the government.

291

design

noun, verb

noun: a plan or drawing
produced to show the
appearance and workings of
something before it is made

- The designs were stolen.

the art or action of producing
a design

- The design and development
of new products.

a decorative pattern

- Abstract designs.

The underlying purpose or
planning

- The appearance of design in
the universe.

verb: to produce a design for - Design a new car.
something

292

detail

noun, verb

to plan or intend for a
purpose

- The reforms were designed
to stimulate economic growth.

noun: a small individual item
or fact

- We shall consider every
detail of the bill.

small items or facts as a
whole

- Pay close attention to detail.

verb: to give full information
about

- The report detailed the
environmental and health
costs.

to select someone to fulfil a
particular task; to assign
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No.

Word

293

determined

294

295

296

develop

devote

dialogue

Parts of
Speech
adjective

verb

verb

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: having made a
firm decision to do or not do
something, make something
happen, or prevent
something from happening,
and not being willing to let
anyone prevent you

- I’m determined to succeed.

showing that you want very
much to do something and
trying hard not to let anyone
or any difficulties stop you

- The proposal had perished in
the face of determined
opposition.

verb: to gradually become
- The village has developed
bigger, better, stronger, or
from a small community into a
more advanced; to start to
thriving resort.
have a skill or quality that
becomes better and stronger
to think of or produce a new
idea or product and make it
successful

- The company develops and
markets new software.

to start to exist, experience,
or possess

- He developed a passionate
interest in fitness.

verb: to give a lot of your
time, effort, attention, or
resources to a particular
activity or purpose because
you think it is important.

- Most companies devote
resources to quality control and
product testing.

(devote to) to give an
amount of time or attention
completely to someone or
something

- Many women devote years of
their lives to bringing up
children.

noun: formal discussion
between two groups,
especially when they are
trying to resolve a problem
or end a dispute

- The president told waiting
reporters that there had been a
constructive dialogue between
the two sides.
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297

dignity

noun

noun: the sense you have of
your own importance, value,
and other people’s respect
for you

- The prisoners were treated
with little regard for human
dignity.

298

diligent

adjective

adjective: working hard and
- After a diligent search, police
showing care in your work or found the missing child.
duties

299

dimension

noun

noun: a feature of
something; a way of looking
at or thinking about
something

- Her job added a new
dimension to her life.

300

diplomatic

adjective

adjective: being skilful in
dealing with people in
difficult situation without
upsetting or offending them

- He tried his best to give a
diplomatic answer.

301

discern

verb

verb: to recognize or learn
something, especially
something that is not
obvious; to manage to see
or hear someone or
something that is not very
clear

- It is possible to discern a
number of different techniques
in her work.

302

discover

verb

verb: to find unexpectedly or
during a search

- Police discovered a large
stash of drugs while searching
the house.

to become aware of a fact or
situation

- The courage to discover the
truth.

to be the first to find or
observe a place, substance,
etc.

Fleming discovered penicillin
early in the 20th century.

To be the first to recognize
the potential of a performer

- I discovered the band back
in the 70s.
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No.
303

Word
discuss

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition
verb: to talk and share ideas
on a subject or problem with
other people, especially in
order to decide something
to write or talk about
something in detail, showing
the different ideas and
opinions about it

304

display

verb, noun

verb: to put something in a
place where people can. see
it easily; to show something
to people

Sample Sentence(s)
- Have you discussed the
problem with anyone?

- this topic will be discussed
more extensively in the next
chapter.
- The exhibition gives local
artists an opportunity to
display their work.

to show signs of something, - I have rarely seen her display
especially a quality or feeling any sign of emotion.
(of a computer etc.)
to show information

noun: an arrangement of
things in a public place to
inform or entertain people or
advertise something for sale
an act of performing a skill
or of showing happening, in
order to entertain

- The screen will display the
username in the top right-hand
corner.
- A beautiful floral display
outside the Town Hall.

- A firework display.

an occasion when you show
a particular quality, felling, or
ability by the way that you
- A display of affection/
behave
strength/ wealth.
The words, pictures, etc.
shown on a computer
screen
305

distinct

adjective

- A high-resolution colour
display.

adjective: clearly different or
of a different or a different
kind

- The results of the survey fell
into two distinct groups.

easy to see, hear, feel,
smell, taste, or understand

- His voice was quiet but every
word was distinct.
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306

distinctive

adjective

adjective: having a quality or - Each subculture developed its
characteristic that makes
own distinctive dress style.
someone different and easily
noticed

307

distinguish

verb

verb: to recognize or show
the difference between
people or things

- At what age can children
distinguish between right and
wrong?

to be a characteristic that
makes two people, animals,
or things different

- The power of speech
distinguishes human beings
from animals.

308

diverse

adjective

adjective: widely varied

- People from diverse
backgrounds were invited to
the event.

309

document

noun, verb

noun: an official paper or
book that gives information
about something or that
gives evidence or proof of
something; a computer file
that contains text

- The committee presented a
document for discussion.

verb: to record the details of
something in writing

- Many aspects of school life
have been documented.

adjective: (of events or
scenes) exciting and
impressive

- The village is set against the
dramatic backcloth of Mont
Blanc.

(of a change or event)
sudden; very great and often
surprising

- I need to see a dramatic
improvement in your work.

noun: the strong desire to do
things and to achieve
something; great energy

- He’ll do very well--he has
tremendous drive.

an organized effort by a
group of people to achieve
something

- She played a crucial role in
the drive for greater efficiency.

310

311

dramatic

drive

adjective

noun
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No.
312

313

Word
dynamic

economic

Parts of
Speech
adjective,
noun

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: (of a person)
having a positive attitude
and a lot of energy and new
ideas

- He was a dynamic young
advertising executive.

(especially in business) (of a
process or situation) always
changing and making
process

- The business has managed to
change and remain dynamic.

noun: a force that stimulates
change or process

- Evaluation is part of the basic
dynamic of the project.

connected with the trade,
industry, and development
of wealth in a country

- This book deals with the
social, economic, and political
issues of the period.

(of a process, business, or
activity) producing enough
profit to continue

- It’s simply not economic for
these small farmers to start
buying large amounts of
expensive fertilizer.

314

effective

adjective

successful in producing the
result that is wanted or
intended

- Aspirin is a simple but highly
effective treatment.

315

efficient

adjective

doing something well and
thoroughly with no waste of
time, money, or energy

- The more efficient firms have
lower costs.

316

elegant

adjective

(of people) attractive and
showing a good sense of
style

- She was tall, slim, and
elegant.

(of clothes, places, and
things) attractive and
designed well

- Guests can dine and relax in
comfortable elegant
surroundings.
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317 embody

verb

(especially of a person) to
give a visible from to an
idea, quality, or feeling

- A politician who embodied
the hopes of black youth.

318

verb

to begin to exist; appear or
become known after the
elections, opposition groups
began to emerge.

- He rapidly emerged as a key
figure in the campaign.

emerge

- The emerging markets of
South Asia.
(of facts, ideas, or evidence)
to become known

- No new evidence emerged
during the investigation.

319

eminent

adjective

(of a person) famous and
respected, especially in a
particular profession

- The house was designed by
the eminent architect Robert
Adam.

320

emphasis

noun

special importance that is
given to something

- There has been a shift of
emphasis from manufacturing
to service industries.

321

empower

verb

to give someone the
authority to do something

- The courts were empowered
to impose the death sentence
for certain crimes.

to make someone stronger
and more confident,
especially in controlling their
life and claiming their rights

- Movements to empower the
poor so that they can lead
more fulfilled lives.

to attract someone strongly
and make them feel great
pleasure or interest

- The happy family scene had
enchanted him.

322

enchant

verb
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to give someone support,
courage, or hope

- My parents have always
encouraged me in my choice
of career.

to persuade someone to do
something by making it
easier for them and making
them believe it is a good
thing to do

- Banks actively encourage
people to borrow money.

to make something more
likely to happen or develop;
make something increase

- The questions are designed
to encourage debate.

324

endear

verb

to cause to be loved or liked

- Flora’s spirit and character
endeared her to everyone who
met her.

325

endorse

verb

to declare your approval or
support for someone or
something

- They fully endorsed a
general trade agreement.

to say in an advertisement
that you use and like a
particular product so that
other people will want to buy
it

- I wonder how many
celebrities actually use the
products they endorse.

(in a person) the ability to
put effort and enthusiasm
into something you do

I admire her boundless energy.

326

energy

noun

the physical and mental
effort that you use to do
something
327

engage

verb

- She concentrated all her
energy into her work.

to attract or involve
someone’s attention

- The tasks must engage the
children’s interest.

to participate or become
involved in

- He was engaged in a lively
conversation with the barber.
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328

enhance

verb

to further improve the good
quality, status, or value of
someone or something

- The images can be
enhanced using digital
technology.

329

enjoy

verb

to take pleasure in an
activity or occasion

- I really enjoyed our evening
together.

to have a pleasant time

- She travels purely to enjoy
herself.

to possess and benefit from

- These professions enjoy a
high status.

330

enrich

verb

to improve the quality of
something usually by adding
something to it

- Reading good literature can
enrich all our lives.

331

enterprise

noun

a large project, especially
one that is difficult

- The music festival is a new
enterprise that we hope will
become an annual event.

Initiative and
resourcefulness

- Success came quickly, thanks
to a mixture of talent and
enterprise.

a business company

- A state-owned enterprise.

the development of business
by the people of a country
rather than by the
government

- They provide grants to
encourage enterprise in the
region.

332

enthral

verb

to get and keep someone’s
close attention by being
extremely interesting or
attractive

- The children watched,
enthralled by the bright
moving images.

333

enthusiasm

noun

intense and eager
enjoyment, interest, or
approval

- Her energy and enthusiasm
for life.

something that arouses
enthusiasms

- They can put their skills and
enthusiasm to good use.
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334

entrepreneur

noun

a person who makes money
by starting or running
business, especially when
this involves taking financial
risks

- A creative entrepreneur, he
was always dreaming up new
projects.

335

envision

verb

to imagine what a situation
will be like in the future,
especially a situation that
you intend to work towards

- We now have the opportunity
to build the world envisioned
by the founders of the United
Nations.

336

epitome

noun

a perfect example of a
person oe quality

- Her clothes are the epitome
of good taste.

337

equip

verb

to prepare someone for an
activity or task, especially by
teaching them what they
need to know

- The programme is designed
to equip students for a career
in nursing.

to provide someone or
something with the things
that are needed for a
particular purpose or activity

- The centre is well equipped
for canoeing and
mountaineering.

adjective: extremely
important and completely
necessary, because without
it something cannot exist, be
made, or be successful

- Experience is essential for
this job.

connected with the most
important aspect or basic
nature of someone or
something

- The essential character of
the town has been destroyed
by the new road.

noun: things that are
absolutely necessary

- The studio had all the
essentials like heating and
running water.

the most important elements
of something

- The essentials of democracy.

338

essential

adjective,
noun
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to find or prove the facts of a
situation

- Police are still trying to
establish the cause of death.

to start or create an
organization or system that
is meant to last a long time;
start a relationship,
especially a formal one

- The school has established a
successful relationship with the
local community.

340

ethnic

adjective

connected with or belonging - This region of Bulgaria has a
to a nation, race, or tribe that large ethnic Turkish
shares a cultural tradition,
population.
happening or existing
between people of different
groups; typical of a country
or culture that is very
different from modern
western culture and
therefore interesting for
people in western cultures

341

ethos

noun

the characteristic spirit of a
culture, era, or community
as shown in its attitudes and
aspirations

- The governing body has
responsibility for the ethos of
the school

342

evaluate

verb

to form an opinion of the
amount, value, or quality of
something after studying it
carefully

- The study will help in
evaluating the effects of the
recent changes.

343

evoke

verb

to bring a memory, feeling,
or image into your mind

- The music evoked memories
of her youth.
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excel
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giving all the details
correctly; not vague or
inaccurate

- She gave an exact
description of her attacker.

(of a person) accurate and
careful about minor details

- She was an exact, clever
manager.

to think about, study, or
describe an idea, subject, or
piece of work very carefully

- The recession forced us to
examine every aspect of our
business.

to look at someone or
something closely to see if
there is anything wrong or to
find the cause of a problem

- The goods were examined
for damage on arrival.

to be exceptionally good at
an activity or subject

- She excelled at landscape
painting.

to perform exceptionally well

- Miss Lodsworth, who
organized the flower rota, had
excelled herself.

347

excellent

adjective

extremely good

- The wine was good and the
meal was excellent.

348

exceptional

adjective

unusually good or great

- Exceptional students are
given free tuition.

very unusual

- The deadline can be
extended only in exceptional
circumstances.

causing great enthusiasm
and eagerness

- This is one of the more
exciting developments in
biology in recent years.

349

exciting

adjective
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(of a product or service) of a
very high quality and
expensive and therefore not
often bought or used by
most people; (of a group or
society) unwilling to allow
new people to become
members, especially if they
come from a lower social
class

- One of Britain’s most
exclusive clubs.

only to be used by, or given
to, one particular person or
group

- The hotel has exclusive
access to the beach.

351

exemplary

adjective

providing a very good
example of behaviour, which
other people should copy

- The medal was awarded for
his exemplary conduct and
courage.

352

exhaustive

adjective

including or considering all
elements or aspects; fully
comprehensive

- The guide outlines every bus
route in exhaustive detail.

353

exhilarating

adjective

very exciting and enjoyable

- My first parachute jump was
an exhilarating experience.

354

experience

noun, verb

noun: the knowledge, skill,
and ability you have gained
through doing something for
a period of time; The
process of gaining this

- I have over ten years’
teaching experience.

practical contact with and
observation of facts or
events

- David gained his first
experience of business with
his father and brothers.

an event that leaves an
impression on you

- An enjoyable experience.

verb: to encounter or
undergo an event or
situation

- Police officers can
experience harassment and
distress.

to feel an emotion.
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explain

explore

exponent

expound
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verb
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noun
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noun: a person with special
knowledge, skill, or training
in something

- She’s a leading expert in
child psychology.

adjective: done with, having,
or involving a lot of
knowledge or skill

- It’s a good idea to seek
expert advice.

to make something clear to
someone by describing it in
more detail or in revealing
relevant facts

- A technician explained the
procedure.

to give a reason for
something

- The government now has to
explain its decision to the
public.

to travel around an area or
country in order to learn
more about it

- They took advantage of the
opportunity to explore the
stunning scenery all around
them.

to examine or discuss an
idea, issue, or possibility
completely or carefully in
order to find out more about
it

- The study explores the
differences between the way
men and women talk.

a person who promotes an
idea or theory

- She’s well known as an
exponent of free-trade
policies.

a person who does a
particular thing skillfully

- He’s the world ‘s leading
exponent of country rock
guitar.

to present and explain a
theory or idea in detail

- He was expounding a
powerful argument.

to explain the meaning of a
literary or doctrinal work: to
expound the scriptures
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effectively conveying
thought or feeling.

- The musical performance was
a miracle of expressive
freedom and insight.

conveying a specified quality
or idea

- The spires are expressive of
religious aspiration.

361

exquisite

adjective

extremely beautiful or
carefully made

- Look at the exquisite
craftsmanship in this vase.

362

extraordinary

adjective

very unusual or remarkable

- The extraordinary plumage
of the male.

unusually great

- Young children need
extraordinary amounts of
attention.

363

exuberant

adjective

full of energy, excitement,
and happiness

- She gave an exuberant
performance.

364

facelift

noun

a procedure carried out to
improve the appearance of
something

- The railway station has
undergone a major multimillion
pound facelift.

365

facilitate

verb

to make an action or
process easy or easier

- The new trade agreement
should facilitate faster
economic growth.

366

facility

noun

a piece of equipment,
service, or building provided
for a particular purpose

- Many shopping centres
include car-parking facilities.

a natural ability to do
something well and easily

- He had a facility for
languages.
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something that is known to
- The most commonly known
be true, especially something fact about hedgehogs is that
that can be proved
they have fleas.
Information used as
evidence or as part of a
report or news article

- First, let’s look at some of the
basic facts.

368

factor

noun

a circumstance, fact, or
influence that contributes to
a result

- Money proved to be the
deciding factor.

369

factual

adjective

Based on or containing facts

- The essay contains a number
of factual errors.

370

fair

adjective

treating people equally

- Consumers will receive a fair
share of the resulting benefits.

just or appropriate in the
circumstance

- To be fair, this subject poses
special problems.

Considerable in size or
amount

- I do a fair bit of coaching

moderately good

- He has a fair chance of
success.

staying with or supporting a
particular person,
organization, or belief, often
in the face of difficulty or
some temptation to desert

- He remained faithful to the
ideals of the party until his
death.

true to the facts or the
original

- A faithful copy.

371

faithful

adjective

372

famous

adjective

known by large numbers of
people and usually much
admired

- The country is famous for its
natural beauty.

373

far-reaching

adjective

likely to have a lot of
influence or many effects

- The decision by the
European court will have farreaching consequences.
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374

far-sighted

adjective

showing a prudent
awareness of future
possibilities

- A far-sighted vision/strategy.

375

fascinating

adjective

extremely interesting

- The results of the study make
fascinating reading.

376

fashion

noun

a popular style of clothes,
hair, etc. at a particular time
or place

- The new season’s fashions.

the production or marketing
of new styles of clothing,
cosmetics, etc.

- The fashion industry.

377

faultless

adjective

perfect and without any
mistakes

- He gave a faultless
performance.

378

favour

noun, verb

noun: approval or support for
someone or something

- The suggestion to close the
road has found favour with
local people.

an act of kindness beyond
what is due or usual

- I’ve come to ask you a
favour.

379

feasible

adjective

possible and practical to be
done easily or conveniently

- The Dutch have
demonstrated that it is
feasible to live below sea
level.

380

feast

noun

a plentiful supply of
something enjoyable

- The concert season offers a
feast of great baroque music.

381

feat

noun

an action or piece of work
that needs skill, strength, or
courage

- The tunnel is a brilliant feat of
engineering.
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noun: something important,
interesting, or typical of a
place or thing

- The design has many new
built-in safety features

a newspaper or magazine
article or broadcast
programme devoted to a
particular topic.

- A special feature on
children’s books.

383

fervent

adjective

having or showing strong
and sincere feelings or
beliefs.

- A fervent admirer/ believer/
supporter.

384

-fest

combining
form

a festival or large meeting
involving a particular activity

- A jazzfest.

385

festival

noun

an organized series of
concerts, films, etc.

- A major international festival
of song.

a day or period of
celebration, e.g. for religious
reasons

- A harvest festival

verb: to try very hard to get
or achieve something

- Campaigners fought to save
the hospital from closure.

noun: the work of trying to
stop or prevent something
bad or achieve something
good

- Workers won their fight to
stop compulsory
redundancies.

386

fight

verb, noun
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of a very high quality

- a fine collection of furniture

satisfactory

- The advertising initiative is
fine but it’s not enough on its
own.

attractive

- A fine figure of a man.

delicate

- Fine bone china.

very thin, narrow, or small

- A fine thread.

difficult to see or describe

- The ear makes fine
distinctions between different
noises.

Impressive

- A fine 18th-century house.

Used to refer to a person
that you have a lot of respect
for

- He will be remembered as a
fine soldier.

388

finesse

noun

noun: impressive delicacy
and skill

- His acting showed
considerable dignity and
finesse.

389

firm

adjective

adjective: with a solid almost
unyielding surface

- The mattress should be firm
but not too hard.

solidly in place and stable

- We tried to establish the
business on a firm financial
footing.

having steady power or
strength

- A firm grip.

showing determination or
strength of character

- He did not like being firm
with Lennie but he had to be

fixed or definite

- She had no firm plans.

noun: a natural ability or
talent

- He has a flair for languages.

stylishness

- She dressed with flair.

390

flair

noun
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flamboyant

392

393

flatter

flavour
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adjective

verb

noun, verb
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adjective: confident and
lively in a way that attracts
the attention of other people

- The band’s flamboyant lead
singer.

brightly coloured or highly
decorated

- A flamboyant silk tie.

verb: to say nice things
about someone, often in a
way that is not sincere,
because you want them to
do something for you or you
want to please them

- He was flattered by her
attention.

(of a colour or style of
clothing) to cause someone
to appear to the best
advantage

- The fuchsia shade flattered
her pale skin.

noun: the distinctive taste of
a food or drink

- The tomatoes give extra
flavour to the sauce.

a particular quality or
atmosphere

- The resort has a distinctly
Italian flavour.

verb: to alter or add to the
taste of food or drink by
adding a particular ingredient

- Cottage cheese flavoured
with chives.

394

flawless

adjective

adjective: (of someone’s
appearance or action)
perfect; without faults or bad
features

- The dancer delivered a
flawless performance.

395

flexible

adjective

adjective: able to change to
suit new conditions or
situations

- Small businesses that are
dependent on flexible working
hours.

capable of bending easily
without breaking

- Flexible plastic tubing.
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verb: to develop quickly and
be successful

- His career flourished under
the new manager.

to grow well and be strong

- These plants flourish in a
damp climate.

397

fluctuate

verb

verb: to rise and fall
irregularly in number or
amount

- Her weight fluctuates
between eight and eleven
stone.

398

fluent

adjective

adjective: able to speak,
read, or write a language,
especially a foreign
language, easily and well

- He became fluent in
German.

(of a language, especially a
foreign language) used
easily and well

- She speaks fluent Mandarin.

smoothly graceful and
effortless
399

focus

noun, verb

- His style of play was fast and
fluent.

noun: the centre of interest
or activity

- This generation has made
the environment a focus of
attention.

an act of concentrating
interest or activity on
something

- Our focus is on the needs of
customers

the state or quality of having
or producing a clear welldefined image

- The children’s faces are out
of focus.

verb: (focus on) to
concentrate attention on

- The investigation will focus
on areas of social need.

400

foil

noun

noun: a person or thing that
contrasts with, and so
emphasizes or enhances,
the qualities of another

- His white cravat was a
perfect foil for his bronzed
features.

401

forceful

adjective

adjective: powerful,
assertive, or vigorous

- His mother was a forceful
character and had a great
influence on him.
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402

foresee

verb

verb: to think something is
going to happen in the
future; to know about
something before it happens

- No one could have foreseen
that things would turn out this
way.

403

formative

adjective

adjective: having an
important influence on the
development of someone or
something

- They were a close family
during the formative years of
his childhood.

404

formidable

adjective

adjective: inspiring fear or
respect through being
impressively large, powerful,
or capable

- A formidable opponent.

405

forum

noun

noun: a place where people
can exchange opinions and
ideas on a particular issue

- This internet forum has been
set up to promote political
discussion.

406

forward-looking

adjective

adjective: favouring
innovation and development;
progressive

- A forward-looking company.

407

foundation

noun

noun: the basis for
something; an underlying
principle

- The Chinese laid the
scientific foundation for many
modern discoveries.

justification or reason

- misleading accusations with
no foundations.

408

fragile

adjective

adjective: easily broken,
damaged, or destroyed

- Be careful not to break it- it’s
very fragile.

409

fragrance

noun

noun: a pleasant, sweet
smell

- The bushes fill the air with
fragrance.

a perfume or aftershave

- An exciting new fragrance
from Dior.

noun: a set of beliefs, ideas,
or rules that is used as the
basis for making
judgements, decisions, etc.

- The report provides a
framework for further
research.

410

framework

noun
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Sample Sentence(s)
- The court has heard fresh
evidence.

- Fresh bread.

- A toothpaste that leaves a
nice fresh taste in your mouth.

full of energy
- Feel fresh after a good
night’s sleep.
412

fruitful

adjective

adjective: producing good or
helpful results

- Memoirs can be a fruitful
source of information.

413

fulfil

verb

verb: to achieve or realize
something desired,
promised, or predicted

- I fulfilled a childhood dream
when I became champion.

to satisfy or meet a
requirement or condition

- To fulfil the terms of the
agreement.

(fulfil yourself) to gain
happiness or satisfaction by
fully developing your abilities

- His new job enabled him to
fulfil himself creatively.

414

fully-fledged

adjective

adjective: completely
developed or established;
with all the necessary
qualifications for something

- She was now a fully-fledged
member of the teaching
profession.

415

fulsome

adjective

adjective: excessively
complimentary

- The press is embarrassingly
fulsome in their appreciation.

of large size or quantity;
generous or plentiful

- The fulsome details of the
legend.
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fundamental
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adjective: practical and
useful; with little or no
decoration; utilitarian

- Bathrooms don’t have to be
purely functional.

having a special purpose

- These units played a key
functional role in the military
operation.

working or operating

- The hospital will soon be fully
functional.

adjective: of central
importance

- a fundamental difference of
opinion.

noun: a central or basic rule
or principle

- The fundamentals of
modern physics.

418

galvanize

verb

(of a person or event) to
encourage someone to do
something or to try harder to
achieve something

- The urgency of the task
galvanized them into action.

419

generic

adjective

characteristic of or relating to
a class or group of things;
not specific

- ‘Vine fruit’ is the generic term
for currants and raisins.

420

generous

adjective

(of a person) giving or willing
to give freely

- He’s a kind and generous
man.

(of a gift) given freely or in
large amounts

- That’s a very generous offer.

(of a amount) large

- He took a very generous
helping of pasta.

kind in the way you treat
people’ willing to see what is
good about someone or
something

- Her generous spirit shone
through in everything she did.
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421

genre

noun

a particular style or type of
literature, art, music, or film
that can be recognized
because of its special
features

- Crime fiction is a genre that
seems likely to stay with us for
many years.

422

genuine

adjective

exactly as it appears to be;
that really belongs to a group
of people or things of the
same kind; not artificial

- Is the painting a genuine
Picasso?

(of a people, their feelings, or - He came across as a very
intentions) sincere and
genuine person.
honest
423

germane

adjective

relevant to a subject under
consideration

- This is not germane to our
theme.

424

glamour

noun

the attractive and exciting
quality that makes a person,
job, or place seem special,
often because of wealth or
status

- Hopeful young actors are
drawn by the glamour of
Hollywood.

physical beauty that also
suggests wealth or success

- Add a cashmere scarf under
your jacket for a touch of
glamour.

noun: great beauty; special
cause for pride, respect, or
pleasure

- The temple is one of the
glories of ancient Greece.

frame, praise, respect, or
admiration that is given to
someone because they have
achieved

- He began his pursuit of
Olympic glory with the 100
metres.

verb: to take great pride or
pleasure in

- They gloried in their
independence.

425

426

glory

go-ahead

noun, verb

adjective

willing to consider new ideas; - A young and go-ahead
enterprising and ambitious
managing director.
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427

goal

noun

something that you hope to
achieve

- He continued to pursue his
goal of becoming a
photographer.

428

grace

noun

an attractive quality of
movement that is smooth,
elegant, and controlled

- She moves with the natural
grace of a ballerina.

a quality of behavior that is
polite and pleasant and
deserves respect

- He conducted himself with
grace and dignity throughout
the trial.

429

grand

adjective

impressive and large or
important

- The wedding was a very
grand occasion.

430

gratify

verb

to please someone by
making them feel that they
are good at something, liked,
or valued

- I was gratified to receive
their invitation.

431

gravitas

noun

dignity, seriousness, or
solemnity of manner

- A post for which he has the
expertise and the gravitas.
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432

Word
guarantee

Parts of
Speech

Definition

noun, verb

a formal assurance (typically
in writing) that certain
conditions will be fulfilled,
especially that a product will
be repaired or replaced if not
of a specified quality
a firm promise, especially in
business contexts, that you
will do something or that
something will happen
verb: to provide a formal
assurance (typically in
writing) that certain
conditions will be fulfilled,
especially that a product will
be repaired or replaced if not
of a specified
to tell someone that
something definitely will or
will not happen or that you
definitely will or will not do
something
to make something certain to
happen

433

guarantee

noun, verb

Sample Sentence(s)
- We offer a ten-year
guarantee against rusting.

- The union wants cast-iron
guaranteed that there will be
no job losses.

- The cooker is guaranteed for
five years.

- Basic human rights, including
freedom of speech, are now
guaranteed.

- Getting a degree doesn’t
guarantee you a job.

to be certain to happen

- The film is virtually
guaranteed to do well at the
box office.

to agree to be legally
responsible for repaying an
amount of money ig the
person who owes it fails to
repay it

- His father agreed to
guarantee the loan.
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noun, verb

noun: a person who advises
or shows the way to other
people

- His sister has been his
guide, counsellor, and friend.

something that helps a
person make a decision or
form an opinion

- Your resting pulse is a rough
guide to your physical
condition.

a book providing information
on a subject

- A comprehensive guide to
British hotels and restaurants.

verb: to show someone the
way, e.g. to a place you
know well, by going with
them

- She guided us through the
busy streets.

435

halcyon

adjective

referring to a period of time
in the past that was idyllically
happy and peaceful

- The halcyon days when
profits were soaring.

436

hallmark

noun

a feature or quality that is
typical of someone or
something

- The tiny bubbles are the
hallmark of fine champagne.

437

harmony

noun

a state of peaceful existence
and agreement

- The measures are designed
to promote racial harmony.

a pleasing quality when
things are arranged together
well to form a consistent
whole

- Delightful cities where old
and new blend in harmony.
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noun, verb

noun: the product or result of
an action; return or output

- The successful expedition
brought the company a rich
harvest of favourable publicity.

verb: to obtain as a result

- He harvested a hat trick of
honours.

439

health

noun

someone’s good or bad
physical or mental state; the
state of being physically and
mentally healthy

- Smoking can seriously
damage your health.

440

heart

noun

the central or innermost part
of a place

- ‘Hillsdown’ is a quiet hotel in
the heart of the city.

the most important part of a
problem

- Cost is at the heart of the
matter

441

heighten

verb

to increase an effect or
feeling or make it stronger;
(of an effect or feeling) to
increase or become stronger

- Fears of further racial conflict
were heightened by news of
the riots.

442

herald

verb, noun

verb: to be a sign that
something is going to
happen, especially
something new and positive

- These talks could herald a
new era of peace.

noun:

- The government claims that
the fall in unemployment is the
herald of economic recovery.

the history, traditions, and
qualities that a country or
society has had for many
years and that are
considered an important part
of its character

- Spain’s rich cultural heritage.

443

heritage

noun
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highlight

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb
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noun: the best, most
interesting, or most exciting
part of something

- The highlight of the trip was
seeing the Taj Mahal.

verb: to mark part of text,
especially to emphasize it

- I’ve highlighted the
important passage in yellow.

to emphasize something,
especially a problem, so that
people give it more attention

- The report highlights the
major problems facing society
today.

445

high-profile

adjective

attractive much attention or
publicity

- a high-profile military
presence.

446

historic

adjective

important in history; likely to
be thought of as important at
some time in the future

- A historic
building/monument.

447

holistic

adjective

(medical) treating the whole
person, considering mental
and social factors, rather
than just the symptoms of a
disease

- Research shows that the
consultation process and
holistic approach adopted by
practitioners of complementary
medicine make patients feel in
more control of their illness.

448

honest

adjective

not hiding the truth about
something; truthful and
sincere

- I’ve not been totally honest
with you.

morally correct or virtuous

- He did the only right and
honest thing and offered his
resignation.

fairly earned, especially
through hard work

- Struggling to make an
honest living.

(of an action) done with good
intentions even if
unsuccessful or misguided

- He made an honest mistake.
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450

Word
honour

hope

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: great respect

- His portrait hangs in the
place of honour.

a clear sense of what is
morally right

- As a matter of honour, I
must avoid any taint of
dishonesty.

something that is a privilege
and a pleasure

- She has the honour of being
received by the Queen.

a person or thing that brings
credit to something

- You are an honour to our
profession.

an award or title given as a
reward for achievement

- Gain the highest military
honour.

verb: to regard with great
respect

- She has now learnt to
honour her father’s memory.

to pay public respect to

- Talented writers were
honoured at a special
ceremony.

noun: a feeling of
expectation and desire for
something to happen

- He looked through her
belongings in the hope of
coming across some
information.

a cause or source of hope

- Her only hope is surgery.

a reason for believing that
something good may happen

- He does see some hope for
the future.

verb: to expect and want
something to happen
to intend if possible to do
something

- He’s hoping for an offer of
compensation.
- We’re hoping to address all
these issues.

451

horizon

noun

the limit of a person’s mental
perception, experience, or
interest

- She wanted to leave home
and broaden her horizons.

452

hub

noun

the central and most
important part of a particular
place or activity

- The bank is situated in the
commercial hub of the city.
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453

humane

adjective

showing kindness towards
people or animals by making
sure that they do not suffer
more than is necessary

- The animals must be reared
in humane conditions.

454

hygiene

noun

the conditions or practices
that help to maintain health
and prevent illness or
disease, especially the
keeping of yourself and your
surroundings clean

- Poor standards of food
hygiene.

455

icon

noun

noun: a famous person or
thing that people admire and
see as a symbol of a
particular idea or way of life

- Madonna and other pop
icons of the 1980s.

456

ideal

adjective,
noun

adjective: exactly right for
someone or something; most
suitable or perfect

- This beach is ideal for the
children.

desirable or perfect, but
existing only in the
imagination

- In an ideal world, we might
have made a different
decision.

noun: a person or thing that
you think is perfect

- It’s my ideal of what a family
home should be.

an idea or standard that
seems perfect and worth
trying to achieve or obtain

- His followers sometimes
found it hard to live up to his
high ideals.
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Word
identify

identity

Parts of
Speech
verb

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to be able to say who
or what someone or
something is

- The judge ordered that the
girl should not be identified.

to find a connection, cause,
or solution to a problem by
studying the matter carefully;
to recognize or distinguish

- They are trying to identify
what is wrong with the present
system.

(identify with) to feel that you
can understand and share
the feelings of someone
else, especially because you
feel that you are similar to
them or in a similar situation

- Children normally identify
with hero.

(identify with) to associate
someone or something
closely

- He was equivocal about
being identified too closely
with the peace movement.

noun: the fact of being who
or what a person or thing is

- He knows the identity of the
bombers.

the characteristics, feelings,
and beliefs that make a
person or group of people
seem or feel different from
others

- A sense of national identity.

the state of feeling or being
very similar to and able to
understand someone or
something

- The close identity between
the fans and the team has
been eroded.

459

idyllic

adjective

adjective: extremely happy,
peaceful, or picturesque

- An attractive hotel is an
idyllic setting.

460

illuminate

verb

verb: to help to clarify or
explain something

- Documents often illuminate
people’s thought processes.

461

illustrate

verb

verb: to make the meaning of - Last year’s sales figures are
something clearer by using
illustrated in figure.
examples, pictures,
diagrams, etc.
- This incident illustrates the
need for better security.
to show that something is
true or exists
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image

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition
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noun: an idea of what
- Do people think in words or
someone or something is like images?
that appears as a picture in
your mind
a picture in the mind that is
produced when you read
something

- Her writings are full of poetic
images of the countryside.

the impression that a person,
organization, or product
presents to the public;
reputation

- The advertisements are
intended to improve the
company’s image.

463

imagine

verb

verb: to form an idea in your
mind of what someone or
something might be like

- I can’t imagine life without
the children now.

464

immaculate

adjective

adjective: (of the appearance
or condition of someone or
something) so clean and
neat that it is perfect

- She always looks so
immaculate.

(of someone’s record or
achievement) containing no
mistakes

- The incident ruined an
otherwise immaculate safety
record.

noun: the powerful effect that
something has on someone
or something

- Her speech made a profound
impact on everyone.

verb: to have an effect on,
especially a bad one

The company’s performance
was impacted by the high
value of the pound.

465

impact

noun, verb

466

impartial

adjective

adjective: not supporting one
person, group, or idea more
than another

- Teenagers need access to
confidential and impartial
advice.

467

impeccable

adjective

adjective: without any faults
or mistakes

- Impeccable manners/taste.

468

impetus

noun

noun: something that
encourages a process or
activity to develop more
quickly

- The debate seems to have
lost much of its initial impetus.
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469

implement

verb

verb: to make something that
has been officially decided
start to happen or be used

- We are implementing a new
system of stock control.

470

imply

verb

verb: to suggest that
something is true or that you
feel or think something,
without saying so directly

- His silence seemed to imply
agreement.

to make it seem likely that
something is true or exists

- The survey implies that more
people are moving house than
was thought.

(of an idea or action) to
make something necessary
in order to be successful
471

important

adjective

adjective: having a great
effect on people or things; of
great value

- Listening is an important
part of the job.

(of people or groups) having
a lot of power or influence

- Some disabled people hold
important jobs in industry.

472

imposing

adjective

adjective: impressive to look
at; making a strong
impression

- An imposing 17th-century
manor house.

473

impressive

adjective

adjective: (especially of an
achievement) making you
feel admiration because it is
extremely good or skillful

- The team are 12 points
ahead after an impressive
victory last night.

making you feel admiration,
because it is very large,
attractive, or well
expressively made or built

- A large portico provides a
suitably impressive entrance
to the capel.

verb: to make someone or
something better than before

- You can significantly
improve your chances of
getting a job by compiling a
good CV.

474

improve

verb

to become better
- His quality of life has
improved dramatically since
the operation.
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475

incentive

noun

noun: something that
encourages you to do
something, especially
because you will get
something in return

- There are no incentives for
people to save fuel.

476

incisive

adjective

adjective: showing clear
thought, a good
understanding of what is
important, and the ability to
express this

- He had a clear incisive mind.

477

inclusive

adjective

adjective: having the total
cost, or the cost of
something that is mentioned,
contained in the price

- The fully inclusive fare for
the trip is £320.

not excluding any section of
society or any party involved
in something

- Only an inclusive peace
process will end the conflict.

adjective: without an equal in
quality or extent; matchless

- The incomparable beauty of
Venice.

unable to be compared;
totally different in nature or
extent

- Censorship still exists, but
now it’s absolutely
incomparable with what it
was.

478

incomparable

adjective

479

incontrovertible

adjective

adjective: not able to be
denied or disputed

- Their judgement is based on
the evidence of
incontrovertible facts.

480

independent

adjective

adjective: (especially of
groups and organizations)
not connected with or
influenced by something; not
connected with each other

- The police force should be
independent of direct
government control.

confident and free to do
things without needing help
from other people

- Going away to college has
made me much more
independent.

adjective: knowing or
considering a subject in a lot
of detail

- We will be providing in-depth
coverage of the election.

481

in-depth

adjective
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482

indigenous

adjective

adjective: (of people or their
culture, animals, or plants)
belonging to a particular
place rather than coming to it
from somewhere else

- Antarctica has no
indigenous population.

483

indispensable

adjective

adjective: essential; too
important to be without

- Cars have become an
indispensable part of our
lives.

484

indisputable

adjective

adjective: that is definitely
true

- It is indisputable that the
crime rate has been rising.

485

individual

adjective

adjective: connected with
one person; designed for
one person

- Respect for individual
freedom is a cornerstone of
our culture.

considered separately rather
than as part of a group

- The minister refused to
comment on individual cases.

typical of one particular
person or thing in a way that
is interesting and different
from others; unique

- She creates her own, highly
individual, landscapes.

486

induce

verb

verb: to persuade or
influence someone to do
something

- Nothing would induce me to
accept that job.

487

industrious

adjective

adjective: diligent and hardworking

- She was surrounded by
energetic, industrious people.

488

inescapable

adjective

adjective: (of a fact or
situation) that you cannot
avoid or ignore

- It is an inescapable fact that
how we eat affects how we
feel.

489

inevitable

adjective,
noun

adjective: (especially of
something unpleasant) that
you cannot avoid or prevent

- It was an inevitable
consequence of the decision.

noun: (the inevitable) an
unavoidable situation

- You have to accept the
inevitable.

adjective: (of a process) that
cannot be stopped or
change; (of logic) that cannot
be argued against

- What is the reason for the
inexorable rise in crime?

490

inexorable

adjective
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noun: a person or thing that
affects the way someone
behaves or thinks

- She was by far the biggest
influence on my writing.

the effect that someone or
something has no the way a
person thinks or behaves, or
on the way something works
or develop

- The artist exerted a strong
influence on the younger
generation.

verb: to have an effect on the - His writings have influenced
way that someone thinks or
the lives of millions.
behaves, especially by giving
them an example to follow
to have an effect on a
particular situation and the
way it develops

- A number of social factors
influence life expectancy.

492

inform

verb

verb: to tell someone about
something, often in a formal
or official way

- The leaflet informs
customers about healthy
eating.

493

ingenious

adjective

adjective: having or showing
clever new ideas; good at
inventing things

- An ingenious
device/invention.

494

inherent

adjective

adjective: existing in
something or a permanent,
essential, or characteristic
quality

- Any form of mountaineering
has its inherent dangers.

495

inimitable

adjective

adjective: so good or
unusual to be impossible to
copy; unique

- The band took the chart by
storm in their own inimitable
style.
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noun: the ability to assess
and initiate things
independently

- Use your initiative,
imagination, and common
sense.

the power or opportunity to
act or take charge before
others do

- Anti-hunting groups have
seized the initiative in the
dispute.

an act or strategy intended to - A new initiative against car
resolve a difficulty or improve crime.
a situation; a fresh approach
to something
a proposal made by one
nation to another in an
attempt to improve relations

- A Middle East peace
initiative.

497

innate

adjective

adjective: (of behaviour,
qualities, or feeling) part of
the character that a person
or animal was born with

- Many children seem to have
an innate sense of justice.

498

innovation

noun

noun: the introduction of new
things, ideas, or ways of
doing something; a new idea
or way of doing something

- Recent innovations in steelmaking technology.

499

insight

noun

noun: the ability to
understand the truth about
people or situations; the
understanding of what
something is like

- I hope you’ve gained some
insight into the difficulties we
face.

500

inspect

verb

verb: to look at someone or
something closely to make
sure that everything is
satisfactory; to officially visit
a school, factory, etc. in
order to check that rules are
being kept and that
standards are acceptable

- The tourist Board inspects
all recommended hotels at
least once a year.
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verb: to make someone want
to do something well or do
something new by giving
them the necessary desire,
confidence, or enthusiasm

- The actors visit schools and
hope to inspire the children to
put on their own productions.

(especially of a person’s
actions or the way they
believe) to make someone
have a particular feeling

- As a general, he inspired
great loyalty in his troops.

502

instructive

adjective

adjective: (of an experience
or activity) giving useful
information

- It was a most instructive
experience.

503

integral

adjective

adjective: necessary to make
a whole complete; essential
or fundamental

- Games are an integral part
of the school’s curriculum.

included as part of a whole
rather than supplied
separately

- The unit comes with integral
pump and heater.

504

integrate

verb

verb: to combine two or more
things so that they work
together; to combine with
something else in this way

- The department has
successfully integrated new
ideas into the traditional
course structure.

505

integrity

noun

noun: the quality of knowing
and doing what is morally
right

- As a leader he was a man of
great integrity.

506

intelligent

adjective

adjective: good at learning,
understanding, and thinking
in a logical way about things;
showing this ability

- He’s a highly intelligent
man.

507

intensify

verb

verb: to increase an activity
or feeling in degree or
strength; (of an activity or
feeling) to increase in degree
or strength

- Pressure to stop the process
had intensified efforts to form
a constitutional commission.

508

intention

noun

noun: what you plan or have
decided to do

- It is his intention to be
leader.
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509

interactive

adjective

adjective: (of two or more
people or things) influencing
each other

- Fully-sighted children in
interactive play with others
with others with defective
vision.

510

interest

noun, verb

noun: the quality something
has when it attracts
someone’s attention or
makes them want to know
about it.

- There are many places of
interest around Oxford.

verb: to catch and keep your
attention

- The museum has something
to interest everyone.

noun: the point when two
systems, subjects,
organizations, etc. meet or
interact

- The interface between
accountary and the law.

verb: to interact with another
person, system, etc.

- You will interface with
counterparts from other
companies in the same group.

511

interface

noun, verb

512

interlude

noun

noun: a period of time
between two events during
which something different
happens

- Apart from a brief interlude
of peace, the war lasted nine
years.

513

interpersonal

adjective

adjective: relating to
relationships or
communication between
people

- The successful candidate will
have energy , enthusiasm, and
excellent interpersonal skills.

514

interpret

verb

verb: to explain the meaning
of something such as a text
or work of art, especially
when it is possible to
understand or explain it is
several different ways

- The students were asked to
interpret the poem.

to understand as having a
particular meaning

- He interpreted her silence
as indifference.
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adjective: close and friendly

- They are intimate friends.

(of a place or setting) having
a cosy and private or relaxed
atmosphere

- An intimate little Italian
restaurant.

involving very close
connection

- Their intimate involvement
with the community.

(of knowledge) detailed or
thorough

- An intimate knowledge of the
software.

516

intrepid

adjective

adjective: very brave and not
afraid of danger;
adventurous

- An intrepid explorer/traveller.

517

intricate

adjective

adjective: having a lot of
different parts and small
details that fit together

- The building has intricate
geometric designs on several
of the walls.

518

intrigue

verb

verb: to make someone very
interested and want to know
more about something,
usually because it seems
unusual or mysterious

- There was something about
him that intrigued her.

519

intrinsic

adjective

adjective: belonging
naturally; essential

- Pride was an intrinsic
component of his personality.

520

intuition

noun

noun: the ability to know
something by using your
feelings rather than by
considering the facts

- Intuition told her that he was
telling the truth.

an idea or strong feeling that
something is true even
though you cannot explain
why

- I had an intuition that
something terrible was going
to happen.

521

inventive

adjective

adjective: having or showing
new, different, and
interesting ideas; good at
inventing things

- She is one of the most
inventive of modern writers.

522

irreplaceable

adjective

adjective: too valuable or
special to be replaced

- These paintings are
irreplaceable.
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523

irresistible

adjective

adjective: (of a feeling,
event, or argument) so
powerful that it cannot be
stopped or resisted

- He found the deliciouslooking cakes irresistible.

524

key

adjective

adjective: most important;
essential

- Caution is the key word in
this situation.

525

keynote

noun

noun: the central idea of a
book, speech, etc.

- Individuality was the keynote
of the nineties.

526

landmark

noun

noun: an event, discovery, or
invention that is an important
stage in a process of the
development of something

- The ceasefire was seen as a
major landmark in the fight
against terrorism.

527

lavish

adjective,
verb

adjective: large in amount, or
impressive, and usually
costing a lot of money

- He willingly accepted their
lavish hospitality.

verb: (lavish on) to give a lot
of something, sometimes too
much, to someone or
something

- She lavishes most of her
attention on her youngest son.

noun: a person who leads a
group of people, especially a
country or organization

- He resigned as leader of the
Democratic Party.

a person or thing that is the
best or in fast place in a race

- The company is a world
leader in electrical goods.

noun: the activity or position
of being a leader; abilities or
qualities needed to be a
leader

- The party thrived under her
leadership.

528

529

leader

leadership

noun

noun

the people who control or run - The party leadership of the
an organization, political
union.
party, or country
530

leading

adjective

adjective: most important or
most successful

- She was offered the leading
role in the new TV series.

531

learning curve

noun

noun: the rate of person’s
progress in gaining
experience or new skills

- We are on a steep learning
curve with the least software
packages.
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532

legend

noun

noun: a very famous person,
especially in sport, music or
acting, who is admired by
other people

- She was a legend in her own
lifetime.

533

legitimate

adjective

adjective: based on a fair
and acceptable reason; able
to be defended with logic or
justification; valid

- All legitimate grievances
should be raised with your line
manager.

allowed and acceptable
according to the law

- The legitimate government
was reinstated after the
uprising.

534

leverage

noun

noun: (formal) the ability of
someone to influence
someone or something,
especially because of their
position

- Retailers can exert leverage
over producers by threatening
to take their business
elsewhere.

535

logical

adjective

adjective: based on the rules
of logics; showing clear
thinking based on facts and
reason

- The problem can be solved
using a process of logical
reasoning.

(of a course of action or line
of reasoning) seeming
natural, reasonable, or
sensible

- It was a logical thing to do in
the circumstances.

536

loyal

adjective

adjective: (of a person)
staying with or supporting a
particular person,
organization, or belief,
especially as a matter of
principle

- She has always remained
loyal to her political principles.

537

lucrative

adjective

adjective: (of business or
work) producing or paying a
large amount of money;
making a large profit

- The firm has a lucrative
business contract with the
Scottish Executive.
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noun: a situation in which
you are very comfortable
because you have special
and expensive things to
enjoy, especially food and
drink, clothes, and
surroundings

- He was used to living a life of
luxury.

an inessential, desirable item
which is expensive or difficult
to obtain

- Luxuries like chocolate,
scent, and fizzy wine.

a pleasure obtained only
rarely

- A luxurious hotel.

539

magnanimous

adjective

adjective: generous or
forgiving, especially towards
a rival or less powerful
person

- She was magnanimous in
victory.

540

magnificent

adjective

adjective: extremely good or
beautiful in a way that makes
you feel wonder and
admiration

- The Taj Mahal is a
magnificent building.

541

majestic

adjective

adjective: very impressive
because of its size or beauty

- The college is close to
Edinburgh’s majestic castle.

542

major

adjective

adjective: important, serious,
or significant

- A major road runs right
through the centre of the town.

543

manage

verb

verb: to be in charge of
people or an organization

- Organizers are looking for
someone to manage the
project.

to control the use of money,
time, or other resources

- This computer program helps
you manage data efficiently.

to succeed in doing or
dealing with something

- She eventually managed to
buy a horse.

to succeed or cope despite
difficulties

- Many people find it difficult to
manage on their weekly
income.
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544

mandatory

adjective

adjective: (formal) that must
be done because of a law

- It is mandatory for blood
banks to test all donated blood
for the virus.

545

marginal

adjective

adjective: minor or not
important; not central

- The story will be of only
marginal interest to our
readers.

546

masterly

adjective

adjective: showing great skill
or understanding

- Her handling of the situation
was masterly.

547

mastermind

noun, verb

noun: a person with an
outstanding intellect

- An eminent musical
mastermind.

a person who plans and
directs a complicated project
or activity, often a criminal
one

- There’s a criminal
mastermind behind all this.

verb: to plan and direct a
complicated project or
activity

- He masterminded the whole
campaign.

noun: a work of art,
literature, film, etc. that is an
excellent, or the best,
example of the artist’s work

- The work has been described
as a literary masterpiece.

548

masterpiece

noun
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adjective: (of a child or
young person) behaving in a
sensible way, like an adult

- Jane is very mature for her
age.

(of person, tree, bird, or
animal) fully grown and
developed

- A mature
oak/eagle/elephant.

(of thought or planning)
careful and thorough

- On mature reflection he
decided they should not go.

having reached the most
advanced stage in a process

- Van Gogh’s mature work.

denoting an economy,
industry, or market that has
developed to a point where
substantial expansion and
investment no longer takes
place
(of certain foodstuffs or
drinks) ready for
consumption

- Mature cheese/wine.

verb: (of a person or animal)
to become physically mature

- Children mature at different
ages.

to develop fully

- The trees take at least thirty
years to mature.

(of a person) to reach an
advanced stage of mental or
emotional development

- Men mature as they grow
older.

(with reference to certain
foodstuffs or drinks) to
become or cause to become
ready for consumption

- Leave the cheese to mature.

(of an insurance policy,
security, etc.) to reach the
end of its term and hence
become payable
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meaningful

551

measure

Parts of
Speech
adjective

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: having meaning

- Meaningful elements in a
language.

having a serious, important,
or useful quality or purpose

- The new structure would
bring meaningful savings.

communicating something
that is not directly expressed

- Meaningful glances and
repressed passion.

noun: a way of judging or
measuring something; a sign
of the size or strength of
something

- Exam results are only one
measure of a school’s
success.

an official action that is done
in order to achieve a
particular aim

- Special measures are being
taken to protect the local water
supplies.

552

mediate

verb

verb: to try to end a
disagreement between two
or more people or groups by
talking to them and trying to
find things that everyone can
agree on

- An independent body was
brought in to mediate between
workers and management.

553

medley

noun

noun: a varied mixture of
people or things; a
miscellany

- An interesting medley of
flavours.

a collection of songs or other
musical items performed as
a continuous piece

- A medley of Beatles songs.
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adjective: (especially of a
sound, taste, or colour)
pleasantly smooth or soft;
free form harshness

- She was hypnotized by the
mellow tone of his voice.

(of a person’s character)
softened or matured by age
or experience

- A more mellow personality.

relaxed and good-humoured

- Jean-Claude was feeling
mellow.

(of wine) well-matured and
smooth

- Delicious, mellow, ripe, fruity
wines.

verb: to make or become
mellow

- Eight years had done nothing
to mellow him.

555

memorable

adjective

adjective: worth
remembering or easily
remembered, especially
because of being special or
unusual

- This victory was one of the
most memorable of his
career.

556

merge

verb

verb: (of two or more groups)
to combine to form a single
larger group; (of qualities) to
combine in a way that makes
them hard to separate; to
combine groups or qualities
in these ways

- His department will merge
with mine.

557

methodical

adjective

adjective: doing things or
done in a careful and logical
way

- He was slow, methodical,
and reliable.

558

meticulous

adjective

adjective: paying careful
attention to every detail

- He’s always meticulous
about keeping the records up
to date.

559

milieu

noun

noun: the social environment
that you live or work in

- The findings of the report
refer to a particular social and
cultural milieu.
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560

minded

adjective

adjective: inclined to do
something; wishing or
intending

- The committee declared that
they were minded to grant
planning permission.

561

mindful

adjective

adjective: aware of someone
or something and
considering them when you
do something

- Mindful of his advice, I
decided to return to my hotel.

562

mission

noun

noun: an important official
job that a person or group of
people is given to do,
especially when they are
sent to another country

- A trade mission to China.

particular work that you feel
it is your duty to do

- Her mission in life was to
work with the homeless.

verb: to organize and
encourage people to act in a
concerted way in order to
bring about a particular,
especially political, objective

- He used the press to
mobilize support for his party.

to bring resources into use in
order to achieve a particular
goal

- At sea we will mobilize any
amount of resources to
undertake a rescue.

563

mobilize

verb

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 103

No.
564

Word
model

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition
noun: an excellent example
of a quality

Sample Sentence(s)
- She was a model of selfcontrol.

an example of something
- The nation’s constitution
such as a system that can be provided a model of clarity.
copied by other people

565

moderate

adjective,
verb

a particular design or type of
product, especially a vehicle
or machine, that is made by
a particular

- The latest models will be on
display at the motor show.

a copy of something, usually
smaller than the original
object

- They have a working model
(= one in which the parts
move) of a water mill.

verb: to use a system,
procedure, etc. as an
example to follow or imitate

- The research method will be
modelled on previous work.

(model yourself on) to copy
the behaviour or style of
someone you like and
respect in order to be like
them

- As a politician, he modelled
himself on Churchill.

adjective: average in
amount, intensity, or degree

- We walked at a moderate
pace.

(of a political position) not
radical or extreme
staying within limits that are
considered reasonable by
most people

- I class myself as a moderate
drinker.

verb: to become or make
something become less
extreme, severe, or strong

- She apologized immediately
and moderated her voice.
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568

569

Word
modern

modest

modify

momentous

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

verb

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: of the present time
or recent times

- Modern European history.

using the most recent
technology, methods,
designs, or materials

- the company needs to invest
in a modern computer system.

(of ways of behaving or
thinking) new and intended
to be different from
traditional ways, and
therefore not always
accepted by most members
of society

- She has very modern ideas
about educating her children.

(of styles in art, music,
fashion, fashion, etc.) new
and intended to be different
from traditional styles

- The gallery has regular
exhibitions of modern art.

adjective: not talking much
about your own abilities or
status

- She’s very modest about
your own abilities or status.

not very large, expensive, or
grand

- There has been a modest
improvement in the situation.

verb: to change something
slightly, especially in order to
make it more suitable for a
particular purpose

- Patients are taught how to
modify their diet.

to make your behaviour,
attitude, or language less
extreme, especially in order
to avoid offending someone

- The social worker at first
aimed to get Mrs Robinson to
modify her behaviour, without
success.

adjective: (especially of
events and occasions) very
important or serious,
especially because there
may be important results

- At the same time,
momentous events were
taking place in Russia.
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570

momentum

571

monitor

Parts of
Speech
noun

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the impetus and
driving force gained by the
development of a process or
course of events

- The investigation gathered
momentum.

the force gained by a moving
object

- The vehicle gained
momentum as the road
dipped.

verb: to observe and check
the progress or quality of
something over a period of
time; to keep under
systematic review

- Equipment was installed to
monitor air quality.

to maintain regular
surveillance over

- He was a man of routine and
it was easy for an enemy to
monitor his movements.

572

morale

noun

noun: the amount of
confidence and enthusiasm
that a person or group has at
a particular time

- Morale against the players is
very high at the moment.

573

mosaic

noun

noun: a combination of
diverse elements forming a
more or less coherent whole

- The painting is a rich mosaic
of light, colour, and form.

a picture or pattern produced
by arranging together small
variously coloured pieces of
hard material such as stone,
tile, or glass

- A mosaic on the floor.

decorative work of this kind

- The walls and vaults are
decorated by marble and
mosaic.

a colourful and variegated
pattern

- The bird’s plumage was a
mosaic of slate-grey, blue,
and brown.
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574

Word
motif

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition
noun: a small, simple picture
of something that is used
once, or repeated in different
places or parts of something
a design used as a
decoration

575

576

motivate

multifaceted

verb

adjective

Sample Sentence(s)
- The colourful hand-painted
motifs that adorn
narrowboats.

- The rug was decorated with a
simple flower motif.

a subject, idea, or phrase
that is repeated and
developed in a work of
literature or piece of music

- Alienation is a central motif
in her novels.

verb: to make someone want
to do something, especially
something that involves hard
work or effort

- She’s very good at
motivating her students.

to be the reason why
someone decides to do
something or behave in a
particular way

- He is motivated entirely by
self-interest.

adjective: having many side

- The diamond’s multifaceted
surface.

having many different
aspects or features

- His extraordinary and
multifaceted career.

577

multi-purpose

adjective

adjective: that can be used
- Just one multi-purpose
for several different purposes cleaner should be enough for
the whole house.

578

mutual

adjective

adjective: (of a feeling or
action) experienced or done
by each of two or more
parties towards the other or
others

- A partnership based on
mutual respect and
understanding.

(of two or more people)
having the same specified
relationship to each other

- They cooperated as
potentially mutual
beneficiaries of the settlement.

held in common by two or
more parties

- We were introduced by a
mutual friend.
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580

Word
natural

neat

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: (of behaviour,
qualities, or feelings) part of
the character that a person
or animal was born with

- Hunting is one of a cat’s
natural instincts.

(of a person) having an
innate skill or quality

- He was a natural
leader/teacher.

(of a skill or quality) coming
instinctively to a person;
innate

- Laura’s natural adaptability
enabled her to settle quickly.

(of a person or their
behaviour) relaxed and
unaffected; spontaneous

- He replied with just a little
too much nonchalance to
sound natural.

entirely to be expected

- Ken was a natural choice for
chairman.

having had a minimum of
processing or preservative
treatment

- Natural food.

adjective: (of a person) liking
to keep things in order;
careful about your
appearance

- She was a very efficient, neat
woman.

carefully done or arranged
with everything in the correct
place or the correct order

- She was wearing a neat
black suit.

581

negligible

adjective

adjective: so small or
unimportant that it is not
worth considering

- The cost was negligible.

582

negotiate

verb

verb: to try to reach an
agreement or to settle a
dispute by formal discussion

- The government will not
negotiate on this issue.

to arrange or agree the
details of something, e.g. a
contract or a deal, by formal
discussion

- Rents are individually
negotiated between landlord
and tenant.
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583

nestle

verb

verb: to be located in a
position that is protected ,
sheltered, or partly hidden

- The little town nestles snugly
at the foot of the hill.

584

notable

adjective

adjective: deserving to be
noticed or to receive
attention because it is
unusual, important, or
interesting

- The town is notable for its
ancient harbour.

585

nucleus

noun

noun: the central part of
something around which
other parts are situated or
collected

- These paintings will form the
nucleus of a new collection.

586

nurture

verb, noun

verb: to care for and
encourage the growth or
development of

- He was nurtured by his
parents in a close-knit family.

to cherish a hope, belief, or
ambition

- For a long time she had
nurtured the dream of buying
a shop.

noun: the process of
nurturing someone or
something

- The nurture of children.

adjective: not influenced by
personal opinions or
feelings, but considering only
the facts

- There’s little objective
evidence to suggest that he is
guilty.

587

objective

adjective,
noun

noun: something that you are - What is the main objective of
trying to achieve
this project?
588

observant

adjective

adjective: quick to notice
things

- Observant walkers may see
red deer along this stretch of
the roads.

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 109

No.
589

Word
observe
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Speech
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Definition
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verb: to see or notice
someone or something

- Have you observed any
changes lately?

to watch someone or
something carefully,
especially to learn more
about them

- The patients were observed
over a period of several
months.

to say or write what you have - ‘ You look tired,’ she
noticed about a situation
observed.

590

591

592

operational

opportune

opportunity

adjective

adjective

noun

to act according to a law,
agreement, or custom

- Will the rebels observe the
ceasefire?

adjective: ready to be used;
in use

- The new airport should be
fully operational by the end of
the year.

relating to the routine
functioning of an
organization

- Operational costs.

relating to active operations
of the armed forces, police,
or emergency services

- An operational fighter
squadron.

adjective: (of a time) at which - The offer couldn’t have come
a particular action or event
at a more opportune moment.
occurs, especially
conveniently or appropriately
done or occurring at a
favourable or useful time;
well timed

- The opportune use of
humour to lower tension.

noun: a favourable time or
set of circumstances when a
particular situation makes it
possible to do or achieve
something

- You’ll have the opportunity
to ask questions at the end.

a career opening; a chance
for employment or promotion

- There are more job
opportunities in the south.
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593

optimism

noun

noun: a feeling that good
things will happen and that
something will be successful;
a tendency to have this
feeling

- He returned with renewed
optimism about the future.

594

optimum

adjective,
noun

adjective: being the best
possible; producing the best
possible results

- We aim for optimum
efficiency in all our operations.

noun: (the optimum) the best
possible condition

- For efficient fuel consumption
a speed of 60 mph is about the
optimum.

595

option

noun

noun: something that you
can choose to have or do;
the freedom to choose what
you do

- As I see it, we have two
options.

596

orderly

adjective

adjective: arranged in a neat
and logical way

- The vegetables were placed
on orderly rows.

doing things in a careful and
logical way

- Public policy changes can be
made in an orderly and
rational manner.

verb: to make arrangements
or preparations for an event
or activity

- Social programmes are
organized by the school.

to arrange in a systematic
way

- The book is organized in
nine thematic chapters.

597

organize

verb

598

original

adjective

adjective: having or showing
new, different, and
interesting ideas

- The film is challenging and
highly original.

599

outdo

verb

verb: to be better than
someone or something in
action or performance

- The men tried to outdo each
other in their generosity.

600

outgoing

adjective

adjective: liking to meet
people, enjoying their
company and being friendly
towards them; socially
confident

- She was always cheerful and
outgoing.
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601

outline

noun

noun: a description of the
main facts or points involved
in something

- This is a brief outline of the
events.

602

outstanding

adjective

adjective: extremely good

- She’s one of their most
outstanding young players.

603

overview

noun

noun: a description or
understanding of the main
facts or points involved in
something

- The second chapter will
provide an overview of the
issues involved.

604

painstaking

adjective

adjective: needing or giving a - the event had been planned
lot of care, effort, and
with painstaking attention to
attention to detail
detail.

605

palpable

adjective

adjective: (of a feeling or
atmosphere) so intense that
you seem to experience it as
a physical sensation

- A palpable sense of loss.

606

panache

noun

noun: flamboyant confidence
of style or manner

- he entertained London
society with great panache.

607

panorama

noun

noun: a view of wide area of
land

- There is a wonderful
panorama of the mountains
from the hotel.

a complete and
comprehensive survey or
presentation of a subject

- A panorama of black history
in dance and song.

608

paradigm

noun

noun: a typical example,
pattern, or model of
something

- Society’s paradigm of the
‘ideal woman’.

609

paragon

noun

noun: a person or thing
regarded as a perfect
example of a particular
quality

- It would have taken a
paragon of virtue not to feel
viciously jealous.

610

parameter

noun

noun: something that marks
the limits of what you are
considering or how
something can be done

- We need to define the
parameters of this debate.
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611

par excellence

adjective

adjective: better than all the
others of the same kind;
being a very good example
of something

- She turned out to be an
organizer par excellence.

612

participate

verb

verb: to choose to be
involved in an activity or
event

- She didn’t participate in the
discussion.

613

partner

noun

noun: one of the people who
owns a business and shares
the profits.

- He has recently been made a
junior partner in the family
business.

a person that you are doing
an activity with, such as
dancing or playing a game

- Choose a partner for the
next activity.

614

passionate

adjective

adjective: having or showing
strong feelings of
enthusiasm for something or
belief in something

- She is passionate about her
work.

615

pastoral

adjective

adjective: relating to or
denoting a teacher’s
responsibility for the general
well-being of pupils or
students

- Does the school operate a
pastoral and counselling
system?

(in the Christian church)
concerning or appropriate to
the giving of spiritual
guidance

- Pastoral and doctrinal
issues.

noun: (in writing, speech,
and plays) the power of a
performance, description,
etc.

- The actor injects his
customary humour and pathos
into the role.

616

pathos

noun
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pattern

Parts of
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noun: the regular way in
which something happens
or is done

- Changing patterns of
behaviour/work/weather.

an excellent example of
something such as a
system that other people
should copy

- He set the pattern for
subsequent study.

verb: (pattern on/after) to
use something as a model
for something else

- The clothing is patterned on
athletes’ wear.

618

peacemaker

noun

noun: a person who tries to
persuade people or
countries to stop arguing or
fighting and to make peace

- She always acted as a
peacemaker to help prevent
further conflict.

619

penchant

noun

noun: a strong or habitual
liking for something or
tendency to do something

- He has a penchant for
adopting stray dogs.

620

perceptive

adjective

adjective: having or
showing the ability to make
or understand things
quickly, especially things
that are not obvious

- It was very perceptive of you
to notice that.

621

perfect

adjective

adjective: having all the
required elements or
qualities

- She tried to be the perfect
wife.

free from any flaws or
defects; as good as
possible; excellent

- An E-type Jaguar in perfect
condition.

Exactly right; ideal

- The perfect Christmas
present for golfers everywhere.

verb: to allow someone to
do something; to allow
something to happen

- The banks were not
permitted to invest overseas.

To enable something

- We hope to visit the
cathedral, if time permits.

622

permit

verb
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623

persevere

verb

verb: to continue trying to
do or achieve something in
difficult circumstances

- Despite a number of
setbacks, they persevered in
their attempts to fly around the
world in a balloon.

624

persist

verb

verb: to continue trying to
do or achieve something in
difficult circumstances, or in
spite of opposition, in a way
that can seem
unreasonable

- Why do you persist in
blaming yourself for what
happened?

625

personable

adjective

adjective: (especially of a
man) pleasant in
appearance, character, or
behaviour

- Her assistant seemed a very
personable young man.

626

personality

noun

noun: a person’s qualities
and features that combine
to form an individual’s
distinctive character and
make them different from
other people.

- The children all have very
different personalities.

the qualities of a person’s
character that make them
interesting and attractive to
other people; lively,
engaging qualities

- In his plays, his characters
always have lots of
personality.

627

perspective

noun

noun: a particular attitude
towards an issue or
problem; a particular way of
thinking about something

- Try to approach the problem
from a different perspective.

628

persuade

verb

verb: to make someone
agree to do something by
giving them good reasons
for doing it

- Can you persuade him to
come?

To make someone believe
that something is true,
especially by what you say

- No one was persuaded by
his argument.

adjective: (of an argument,
reason, etc. or a person)
able to persuade someone
to believe or do something

- Advertising relies heavily on
the persuasive power of
imagery.

629

persuasive

adjective
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phase

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition
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noun: a period in a process
of change or development

- We are now entering a critical
phase of the campaign.

verb: (be phased) to carry
out in gradual stages

- The work is being phased
over a number of years.

(phase in/out) to introduce
into/ withdraw from use in
gradual stages

- Our armed forces policy was
to be phased in over ten years.

631

phenomenal

adjective

adjective: very great or
impressive

- There was a phenomenal
response to the appeal

632

phlegmatic

adjective

adjective: (of a person)
having an unemotional and
stolidly calm disposition

- The phlegmatic British
character.

633

picturesque

adjective

adjective: (of a place or
building) visually attractive,
especially in a quaint or
pretty style

- Ruined abbeys and
picturesque villages.

634

pinpoint

verb

verb: to find or locate
exactly

- It is difficult to pinpoint the
source of his life’s inspiration.

635

pioneer

noun, verb

noun: a person who is
among the first to do
something or to study and
develop a particular area of
knowledge or culture that
other people then continue
to develop

- He is known as a pioneer of
education for women.

verb: to be one of the first
people to do, discover, or
use something new

- He pioneered the sale of car
insurance through high-street
shops.

636

pivotal

adjective

adjective: extremely
important because a
particular situation or
activity depends on it

- The Foreign Secretary has
played a pivotal role in
European affairs.

637

platform

noun

noun: an opportunity to
voice your views or initiate
action

- The forum will provide a
platform for discussion of
communication

the declared policy of a
political party or group

- Seeking election on a
platform of low
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638

pleasurable

adjective

adjective: that you enjoy;
pleasing

- She had the pleasurable
sensation of being swept off
her feet.

639

plentiful

adjective

adjective: existing in or
yielding great quantities;
abundant

- Coal is cheap and plentiful.

640

plethora

noun

noun: an excess of
something

- The plethora of choices
available is enough to make
you wish you were colour-blind.

641

poignant

adjective

adjective: having a strong
effect on your feelings,
especially in a way that
makes you feel sad

- It was the city’s street children
who provided some of the most
poignant images.

642

pointed

adjective

adjective: (of a remark or
look) expressing criticism in
a direct and unambiguous
way

- The report inspired a pointed
critique.

643

polished

adjective

adjective: accomplished
and skilful

- His polished performance in
the film.

refined, sophisticated, or
elegant

- He was polished and
charming.

644

political

adjective

adjective: of or relating to
the state, the government,
or the public affairs of a
country

- A period of political and
economic stability.

645

popular

adjective

adjective: (of a people,
things, or activities) liked or
enjoyed by a large number
of people

- He was a hugely popular
singer.

(of ideas, beliefs, or
opinions) shared by a large
number of people

- By popular demand, the tour
has been extended by two
weeks.

connected with ordinary
people in society in general

- They won the largest share of
the popular vote.
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646

portfolio

noun

noun: a range of products
or services offered by an
organization, especially
when considered as a
business asset

- An unrivalled portfolio of
quality brands.

647

portrait

noun

noun: a detailed description
or dramatic presentation of
someone or something in a
book, film, etc.

- Her first film was a stunning
portrait of life in the sugar
plantations of her native
Martinique.

648

portray

verb

verb: to show someone or
something in a picture or
writing; to present someone
or something in a particular
way, especially when this
does not give a complete or
accurate impression of
what they are like

- His war poetry vividly
portrays life in the trenches.

649

positive

adjective

adjective: (of the effect of
someone or something on
someone or something)
good or useful

- Local residents made a very
positive contribution to the
debate.

thinking about what is good
in a situation; confident and
hopeful about the future

- She tried to be more positive
about her new job.

expressing agreement,
approval, or support for
someone or something

- Most of his remarks were
positive, but there were a few
criticisms.

giving clear and definite
proof or information

- We have no positive
evidence that she was
involved.
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potential

powerful

practicable

practical

pragmatic

Parts of
Speech
noun,
adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the possibility of
something happening or
being developed or used;
qualities that exist in
someone or something and
can be developed

- She has great potential as an
artist.

adjective: expected to
develop into something or
to be developed in the
future

- First we need to identify
actual and potential problems.

adjective: (of people or
groups) having a lot of
power to control and
influence people and
events

- He is one of the most
powerful directors in
Hollywood.

having a strong effect on
people’s feelings or
thoughts

- His photomontages are
powerful anti-war images.

adjective: able to be done
or put into practice
successfully

- The measures will be put into
effect as soon as is reasonably
practicable.

able to be used; useful

- Signal processing can let you
transform a signal into a
practicable form.

adjective: connected with
real situations rather than
with ideas or theories

- Practical advice/help/support.

suitable for a particular
purpose; realistic;
economical; likely to be
effective or successful

- Strategies that are practical
for small businesses.

solving problems in a
sensible way

- Let’s be practical and work
out the cost first.

adjective: solving problems
in a sensible way rather
than by having fixed ideas
or theories

- We take a pragmatic
approach to management
problems.
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655

praiseworthy

adjective

adjective: deserving
approval and admiration

- The government’s
praiseworthy efforts.

656

precious

adjective

adjective: (of an object,
substance, or resource) of
great value; not to be
wasted or treated
carelessly

- A precious Chinese vase,
valued at half a million pounds.

657

precise

adjective

adjective: giving all the
- Please give precise details
details clearly and correctly; about your previous
based on correct and
experience.
careful measurement or
judgement

658

predominant

adjective

adjective: most obvious or
noticeable; main or
strongest

- A predominant colour this
spring in the fashion world.

659

pre-eminent

adjective

adjective: surpassing all
other; very distinguished in
some way

- The world’s pre-eminent
expert on asbestos.

660

preferable

adjective

adjective: more desirable or
suitable

- Lower interest rates were
preferable to higher ones.

661

preference

noun

noun: a greater interest in
or desire for someone or
something than someone
or something else

- It’s a matter of personal
preference.

662

preferred

adjective

adjective: that most people
think is the best

- The company has not yet
identified a preferred
candidate for the job.

663

premise

noun

noun: (formal) a statement
or idea that forms the basis
for a reasonable theory

- The basic premise of this
argument is deeply flawed.
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noun: an amount to be paid
for a contract of insurance
a sum added to an ordinary
price or charge

- Customers are reluctant to
pay a premium for organic
fruit.

a sum added to interest or
wages; bonus
something given as a
reward, prize, or incentive

- The Society of Arts awarded
him a premium.

665

prerogative

noun

noun: a privilege or right
that distinguishes a person
or group

- The administration has the
prerogative to appoint a
successor as it sees fit.

666

presence

noun

noun: the quality of making
a strong impression on
other people by the way
you look, talk, or behave

- She has a strong voice but
absolutely no stage presence.

667

presentable

adjective

adjective: clean, smart, or
decent enough to be seen
in public

- I did my best to make myself
look presentable.

668

presentation

noun

noun: the manner or style
in which something is
given, offered, or displayed

- The presentation of foods is
designed to stimulate your
appetite.

a meeting at which
something, especially a
new idea, product, or piece
of work, is shown to a
group of people; the act of
doing this

- The sales manager will give a
presentation on the new
products.

- The post carried great
prestige within the civil
service.

669

prestige

noun

noun: the widespread
respect and admiration that
someone or something has
because of their social
position or what they have
done

670

prevalent

adjective

adjective: that exists or is
- Temporary working is most
very common at a particular prevalent among people in
place
service occupations.
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671

primacy

noun

noun: the fact of being
primary, pre-eminent, or
more or most important

- London’s primacy as a
financial centre.

672

primary

adjective

adjective: of chief
importance; principal

- The government’s primary
aim is to see significant
reductions in unemployment.

earliest in time or order of
development

- The country was in the
primary stage of socialism.

not derived from, caused
by, or based on anything
else

- The research involved the use
of primary source materials in
national and local archives.

adjective: most important;
to be considered first

- A nurse’s prime concern is
the well-being of the patient.

of the best quality

- Use only prime cuts (=
pieces) of beef.
- New roads will link the
principal cities.

673

prime

adjective

674

principal

adjective

adjective: most important

675

priority

noun

noun: something that you
- A high/low priority.
think is more important than
other things and should be
dealt with first; the condition
of being more important
than someone else and
therefore coming or being
dealt with first

676

privilege

noun

noun: a special right or
advantage granted or
available to a particular
person or group

- Education is a right, not a
privilege.

an opportunity to do
something regarded as a
special honour

- She had the privilege of
giving the opening lecture.
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677

proactive

adjective

adjective: (of a person or
action) creating or
controlling a situation rather
than just responding to it
after it has happened

- Employers must take a
proactive approach to equal
pay.

678

probity

noun

noun: the quality of being
completely honest and
having strong moral
principles

- Financial probity.

679

prodigious

adjective

adjective: remarkably or
impressively great in
extent, size, or degree

- The stove consumed a
prodigious amount of fuel.

680

prodigy

noun

noun: a person, especially
a young one, endowed with
exceptional qualities or
abilities

- A Russian pianist who was a
child prodigy in his day.

an impressive or
outstanding example of a
particular quality

- Germany seemed a prodigy
of industrial discipline.

681

productive

adjective

adjective: making goods or
growing crops, especially in
large quantities; achieving
a lot

- Highly productive farming
land/manufacturing methods.

682

professional

noun,
adjective

noun: a person qualified in
a paid occupation,
especially one that involves
prolonged training and a
formal qualification

- Professionals such as
lawyers and surveyors.

adjective: having or
showing the skill
appropriate to a person
who is a professional
person; competent or
skilled

- Their music is both
memorable and professional.

worthy of or appropriate to
a professional person

- His professional expertise.

adjective: able to do
something well because of
training and practice

- I was proficient at my job.

683

proficient

adjective
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profile

profitable

profound

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

adjective

adjective
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noun: a description of
someone or something that
gives useful information

- We first build up a detailed
profile of our customers and
their requirements.

the general impression that
someone or something
gives to the public and the
amount of attention they
receive

- The deal will certainly raise
the company’s international
profile.

verb: to give or write a
description of someone or
something that gives the
most important information

- His career is profiled in this
month’s journal.

adjective: (of a business or
activity) yielding profit or
financial gain

- She runs a highly profitable
business.

beneficial; useful

- He’d had a profitable day.

adjective: (of a state,
quality, or emotion) very
great or intense

- Profound social changes.

(of a person or statement)
having or showing great
knowledge or insight

- A profound philosopher.

needing a lot of study or
thought

- Expressing profound truths
in simple language.
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687

programme

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a set of related
measures, events, or
activities with a particular
long-term aim

- The British nuclear power
programme.

a planned series of future
events, items, or
performances

- A weekly programme of
films.

a course of study or
training, especially at a
college or university

- Take a look at our new history
and language programmes.

verb: to arrange according
to a plan or schedule

- We learn how to programme
our own lives consciously.

to schedule an item within a - The next stage of the treaty is
framework
programmed for next year.
688

progress

noun, verb

noun: the process of
improving or developing, or
of getting nearer to
achieving or completing
something

- We have made great
progress in controlling
inflation.

verb: to improve or develop
over a period of time; to
make progress

- The course allows students to
progress at their own speed.
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692

Word
project

prolific

prominent

promise

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

adjective

adjective

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a planned piece of
work that is designed to
find information about
something, to produce
something new, or to
improve something

- He’s working on a research
project in the department of
social sciences.

verb: to estimate or
forecast something on the
basis of present trends

- Substantial growth is
projected over the next five
years.

to plan a scheme

- A projected exhibition of
contemporary art.

to present a particular
image or impression

- He strives to project an
image of youth.

adjective: (of an artist,
- A prolific author.
writer, etc.) producing many
works etc.
existing in large numbers

- A pop star with a prolific
following of teenage fans.

adjective: important or well
known the fashion industry

- A number of prominent
politicians made public
statements supporting the
change.

particularly noticeable

- The statue occupies a
prominent position in the
Sculpture Garden.

noun: a statement that tells
someone that you will
definitely do or not do
something

- I try not to make promises
that I can’t keep.

a sign that someone or
something will be
successful

- Her work shows great
promise.

verb: to tell someone that
you will definitely do or not
do something, or that
something will definitely
happen

- I’ll see what I can do but I
can’t promise anything.
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prompt

Parts of
Speech
verb

adjective,
verb

Definition
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verb: to help something to
happen or develop; to
support or actively
encourage a cause,
venture, or aim

- These measures are
designed to promote economic
growth.

to publicize a product or
celebrity

- She’s over in America,
promoting her new book.

adjective: done without
delay

- Prompt action was required
as the fire spread.

verb: to cause something to
start or happen, especially
discussion, questioning, or
criticism of something

- The news prompted
speculation that prices will rise
further.

(especially of an event or
experience) to be the
reason why someone
decides to do something

- What prompted you to
choose this area?

695

propensity

noun

noun: (formal) a tendency
to a particular kind of
behaviour

- There is an increased
propensity for people to live
alone.

696

propose

verb

verb: to tell people about a
plan or idea for them to
think about and decide on;
to tell people about a plan
or idea at a formal meeting
and ask them to vote on it;
to suggest an explanation
of something for people to
consider

- The measures have been
proposed as a way of
improving standards.

to intend to do something in
the future

- What do you propose to do
now?

697

proposition

noun

noun: an idea or plan that is - I’d like to put a business
suggested, especially in
proposition to you.
business
(formal) a statement that
expresses an opinion,
especially one used as the
basis of an argument

- Her argument is based on the
proposition that power
corrupts.

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 127

No.
698
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prospect

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition
noun: the possibility that
something might happen,
especially something good

Sample Sentence(s)
- There is no immediate
prospect of peace.

an idea of what might or will - Travelling alone around the
happen in the future
world is a daunting prospect.

699

prospective

adjective

the chances of being
successful, especially in
your career

- They want a reasonable
salary and good career
prospects.

a person regarded as likely
to be successful

- He was seen as a leading
medal prospect for the
Olympics.

adjective: expected to
happen soon

- They are worried about
prospective changes in the
law.

expected to do or become
something

- I had a phone call from a
prospective client today.

700

prosper

verb

verb: (of a person,
business, or economy) to
develop in a successful
way; to be successful,
especially financially

- The economy prospered
under his administration.

701

provide

verb

verb: to make something
available for someone to
use

- The hospital has a
commitment to provide the
best possible medical care.

(provide for) to give
someone the things that
they need to live, such as
food, money, and clothing

- Local authorities must do
more to provide for children in
need.

(provide for) to make
preparations to deal with
something that might
happen in the future

- It is impossible to provide for
every eventuality.
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provision
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noun: preparations that you
make for something that
might or will happen in the
future

- You need to make adequate
provision for your retirement.

the act of providing or
supplying something for
use

- New contracts for the
provision of services.

a condition or arrangement
in a legal document

- The Act contains detailed
provisions for appeal against
the court’s decision.

703

provoke

verb

verb: to cause a particular
feeling or reaction,
especially a negative one,
sometimes deliberately

- The announcement provoked
a storm of protest.

704

prudent

adjective

adjective: sensible and
careful when making
decision, avoiding
unnecessary risks

- She has always been a
prudent businesswoman.

705

pure

adjective

adjective: not mixed with
anything else; with nothing
added

- These shirts are 100% pure
cotton.

complete and not mixed
with anything else

- They met by pure chance.

noun: the reason for which
something is done; what
something is supposed to
achieve; what someone is
trying to achieve

- The main purpose of the
campaign is to raise money.

the feeling that there is a
definite aim in what you do
and that it is important and
valuable to you

- Volunteer work gives her life a
sense of purpose.

706

purpose

noun
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qualify

quality

Parts of
Speech
verb

noun

Definition
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verb: to meet the necessary - It’s the best chance in years
standard or conditions to be for the team to qualify for a
entitled to do receive
major tournament.
something
to provide someone with
the skills and knowledge
they need to do something

- The training should qualify
you for a better job.

to add something to a
previous statement to make
the meaning less strong or
less general

- I want to qualify - I didn’t
mean he couldn’t do the job,
only that he would need
supervision.

noun: the standard of how
good or bad something is,
especially when compared
with something similar

- Most of the goods on offer are
of very poor quality.

a high standard

- We aim to provide quality at
reasonable prices.

a part of a person’s
character, especially a
good one such as the
ability to do something or a
good way of behaving; a
feature of a thing,
especially one that is good
and makes it different from
something else

- Personal qualities such as
honesty and generosity.

709

quantify

verb

verb: to describe or express - The risks to health are difficult
something as an amount or to quantify.
number

710

quintessential

adjective

adjective: being the most
typical or perfect example
of someone or something

- He was the quintessential
tough guy--strong, silent, and
self-contained.
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adjective: (of changes or
differences) concerning the
most central and important
parts of something;
thorough and complete

- There have been demands for
radical reform of the law.

(of ideas) new, different,
and likely to have a great
effect; (of people or their
opinions) in favour of
thorough and complete
political or social change

- He proposed a radical
solution to the problem.

712

ramification

noun

noun: a consequence of an
action or event, especially
when complex or
unwelcome

- The political ramifications of
shutting the factory would be
immense.

713

range

noun, verb

noun: the limits between
which something varies

- Most of the students are in
the 17-20 age range.

a set of several different
types of a particular thing

-The hotel offers a wide range
of facilities and services.

the scope or extent of a
person’s or thing’s abilities
or capacity

- He has shown his range in a
number of roles.

verb: (of a group of similar
things) to include a variety
of amounts, level, sizes, or
point of view, between two
particular amounts, levels,
etc.; to include a variety of
different things in addition
to those mentioned

- The disease ranges widely in
severity.

714

rapid

adjective

adjective: happening in a
short period of time; done
or happening very quickly

- There has been a rapid rise
in sales.

715

rapport

noun

noun: a friendly relationship
in which people like and
understand each other

- Honesty is essential if there is
to be a good rapport between
patient and therapist.
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rational
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adjective: (of behavior or a
way of thinking) based on
reason and facts rather
than emotions

- There’s no rational
explanation for his actions.

Able to think clearly and
make decisions based on
reason rather than
emotions

- Human beings are essentially
rational.

717

realism

noun

noun: a way of accepting
and dealing with situations
as they really are without
being influenced by your
emotions or by false hopes

- There was a new mood of
realism among the leaders at
the peace talks.

718

reality

noun

noun: the true situation and
the problems that actually
exist in life, in contrast to
how you would like life to
be

- You’re out of touch with
reality.

719

realize

verb

verb: to understand or
become aware of a
particular fact or situation

- I didn't realize (that) you were
so unhappy.

720

realm

noun

noun: an area of activity,
interest, or knowledge

- Question of consciousness lie
outside the realm of physics.

721

reason

noun, verb

noun: why something has
happened or someone has
done something; a fact
makes it right or fair to do
something

- I’d like to know the reason
why you’re so late.

a way of thinking that is
sensible and logical

- I can’t get her to listen to
reason.

verb: to form a judgement
about something by
considering the facts and
using your power to think in
a logical way

- They reasoned, correctly,
that the enemy would not
attempt an attack at night.
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722

reasonable

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition
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adjective: practical,
sensible, and treating
people in an appropriate
and equal way

- It is reasonable to assume
that she knew beforehand that
this would happen.

acceptable and appropriate
in a particular situation

- The furniture is in reasonable
condition.

(of prices) not too
expensive

- We sell good-quality food at
reasonable prices.

fairly good, but not very
good

- Most people here have a
reasonable standard of living.

723

receptive

adjective

adjective: willing to
consider or accept new
suggestions and ideas

- A receptive audience.

724

recognize

verb

verb: to identify or know
someone or something
from having come across
them before

- Pat is very good at
recognizing wild flowers.

to accept or acknowledge
the existence, validity, or
legality of

- He was recognized as an
international authority on
postage stamps.

to show official appreciation
of

- His work was recognized by
an honorary degree from
Glasgow University.

verb: to tell someone that
something is good or
useful, or that someone
would be suitable for a
particular job etc.; to make
someone or something
seem attractive or good

- Can you recommend a good
hotel?

to tell someone what you
think they should do in a
particular situation; to say
what you think the price or
level of something should
be

- I recommend that he see a
lawyer.

725

recommend

verb
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recruit

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition
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noun: a person who has
recently joined the armed
forces or the police; a
person who joins a
company or organization

- Army recruits are all trained
in first aid.

verb: to find new people to
join a company, an
organization, or the armed
forces

- The police are trying to
recruit more officers from
ethnic minorities.

727

refine

verb

verb: to improve something
by making small changes,
in a particular make an
idea, theory, or method
more subtle and accurate

- Our methods have been
gradually refined over the
years.

728

refreshing

adjective

adjective: serving to refresh
or reinvigorate someone

- A refreshing drink.

welcome or stimulating
because new or different

- It makes a refreshing change
to be able to write about
something pleasant.

729

reinforce

verb

verb: to make something
such as a feeling or idea
stronger

- The actions of the leaders
reinforced fears and
suspicions so that war become
unavoidable.

730

relate

verb

verb: to show or make a
connection between things

- I found it difficult to relate the
two ideas in my mind.

(relate to) to be connected
with someone or something

- We shall discuss the problem
as it relates to our specific
case.

adjective: considered
according to its position or
connection with something
else; considered and
judged by being compared
with something else; that
exist or has a particular
quality only when
compared with something
else

- The position of the sun
relative to the earth.

731

relative

adjective
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)
- It’s a family-run hotel with a
relaxed atmosphere.

732

relaxed

adjective

adjective: (of a place) calm
and informal

733

relevant

adjective

adjective: closely
- I don’t think that question is
connected to the subject or relevant.
situation that you are
discussing or thinking
about; having ideas that are
useful or valuable to people
in their lives and work

734

reliable

adjective

adjective: (of a person or
thing) that can be trusted to
do something well; that you
can rely on

- We are looking for someone
who is reliable and
hardworking.

(of information or a source
of information) that is likely
to be correct or true

- These tests are a reliable
indicator of future performance.

verb: to get great pleasure
from an activity or
experience or the thought
of doing something

- I always relish a good
debate.

noun: great enjoyment; a
pleasant feeling of looking
forward to something

- He was waiting with relish for
her promised visit.

735

relish

verb, noun

736

remarkable

adjective

adjective: unusual or
surprising in a way that
causes people to take
notice

- She was a truly remarkable
woman.

737

renaissance

noun

noun: a revival of or
renewed interest in
something

- Cinema-going is enjoying
something of a renaissance.

738

renowned

adjective

adjective: famous and
respected

- We asked for advice from the
renowned legal expert, Sam
Pincher.
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No.
739

Word
represent

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to be something; to
be the result of something;
to amount to

- This contract represents 20%
of the company’s annual
revenue.

to be an example or
expression of an idea,
quality, or opinion

- The project represents all
that is good in the community.

to show someone or
something, especially in a
picture; to present
someone or something in a
particular way, especially
when this may not be fair

- The results are represented
in figure 3 below.

740

representative

adjective

adjective: typical of a
particular group of people;
containing or including
examples of all the different
types of people or things in
a large group

- The paper-thin models in
magazines are not
representative of most
women.

741

reputable

adjective

adjective: honest and
known to provide a good
service

- Buy your car from a
reputable dealer.

742

reputation

noun

noun: the opinion that
people have about what
someone or something is
like, based on what has
happened in the past and
what they have been told

- The restaurant has an
excellent reputation.

743

resilience

noun

noun: (in people and
things) the ability not to be
affected or to recover
quickly after something
unpleasant, such as a
shock, injury, or
disadvantage

- This comeback says much for
the resilience of the team.

744

resolute

adjective

adjective: having or
showing great
determination to keep to a
plan or decision that you
have made

- She became even more
resolute in her opposition to
the plan.
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No.
745

Word
resolve

Parts of
Speech
verb, noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to find a satisfactory
solution to a problem or
argument

- Where can ordinary people
get help with resolving family
problems?

To make a firm decision to
do something; to reach a
decision in a meeting etc.
by means of a formal vote

- She resolved that she would
never see him again.

noun: strong determination
to do something that you
believe to be right

- The difficulties in her way
merely strengthened her
resolve.

746

resonance

noun

noun: the ability to evoke or
suggest images, memories,
and emotion; strong appeal

- The concepts lose their
emotional resonance.

747

resonate

verb

verb: to evoke or suggest
images, memories, and
emotions; to appeal
strongly

- The words resonate with so
many different meanings.
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No.
748

Word
resource

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: (resources) a stock
or supply of materials or
assets that can be drawn
on when required

- Local authorities complained
that they lacked resources.

(resources) a country’s
means of supporting itself
or becoming wealthier, as
represented by its minerals,
land, and other natural
resources.

- The explanation of minerals
and other natural resources.

a source of help or
information

- The database could be used
as a teaching resource.

a strategy adopted in a
difficult situation.

- Sometimes anger is the only
resource left in a situation like
this.

(resources) personal
qualities that help you to
cope in a difficult situation

- We had been left very much
to our own resources.

verb: to provide someone
or something with
resources

- A strategy which ensures that
primary health care workers
are adequately resourced.

749

resourceful

adjective

adjective: having the ability
to find quick and clever
ways to overcome
difficulties

- He proved how resourceful
he was by organizing the help
of local firefighters.

750

resplendent

attractive

adjective: attractive and
impressive through being
richly colourful or
sumptuous

- She was resplendent in a
sea-green dress.
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No.

Word

751

responsible

752

responsive

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: having a duty to
do something, or having
control over or care for
something or someone

- The Cabinet Minister
responsible for Education.

being the cause of
something and so able to
be blamed or credited for it

- Gooch was responsible for
198 of his side’s 542 runs.

(of a job or position)
involving important duties
or decisions or control over
others

- She holds a responsible
position in marketing.

(responsible to) having to
report to a senior person;
answerable to

- Responsible to the president.

capable of being trusted

- Clare has a mature and
responsible attitude to work.

adjective: reacting quickly
and positively

- A flexible service that is
responsive to changing social
and economic patterns.

responding readily and with
interest or enthusiasm

- Our most enthusiastic and
responsive students.
- A restrained
approach/attitude.

753

restrained

adjective

adjective: (especially to
describe a person’s actions
or behaviour) showing calm
control rather than emotion

754

retain

verb

verb: to continue to have; to - Built in 1830, the house
keep possession of
retains many of its original
features.
not to abolish, discard, or
alter

- The rights of defendants must
be retained.

to keep in your memory

- I retained a few French
words and phrases

to keep engaged in your
service

- He has been retained as a
freelance.
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No.
755

756

Word
reveal

revel

Parts of
Speech
verb

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to make previously
unknown or secret
information known to others

- For operational reasons, the
police cannot reveal his
whereabouts.

to cause or allow to be
seen

- The data can be used to
reveal a good deal about the
composition of Anglo-Norman
households.

verb: (revel in) to enjoy an
activity or experience very
much

- He revelled in the freedom he
was allowed.
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No.
757

Word
review

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a formal assessment
or examination of
something with the
possibility or intention of
instituting change if
necessary

- A comprehensive review of
UK defence policy.

a critical appraisal of a
book, play, exhibition, etc.
published in a newspaper
or magazine

- A film review.

a survey or evaluation of a
particular subject

- A review of recent
developments in multicultural
education.

a retrospective survey or
report on past events

- The Director General’s endof-year review.

verb: to examine or assess
formally with the possibility
or intention of instituting
change if necessary

- The Home Secretary was
called on to review Britain’s
gun laws.

to write a critical appraisal
of a book, play, film, etc. for
publication in a newspaper
or magazine

- I reviewed his first novel.

to survey or evaluate a
particular subject

- In the next chapter we review
a number of recent empirical
studies.

to make a retrospective
assessment or survey of
past events

- Ministers will meet to review
progress on conventional arms.

758

revisit

verb

verb: to consider a situation
again from a different
perspective

- The council will have to
revisit the issue at a general
meeting this summer.

759

revitalize

verb

verb: to give new life and
vitality to

- A package of tax cuts
designed to revitalize the
economy.
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No.
760

Word
revive

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition
verb: to restore interest in
or the popularity of

Sample Sentence(s)
- This style was revived in the
1990s.

to improve the condition of
something
761

revolutionary

adjective

adjective: involving a great
or complete change;
connected with political
revolution

- It was a time of rapid and
revolutionary change.

762

reward

noun, verb

noun: something that you
are given because you
have done something good
or worked hard

- You deserve a reward for
being so helpful.

verb: to give a reward a
reward to someone to show
appreciation of their
service, qualities, or
achievements

- She was rewarded for her
efforts with a cash bonus.

adjective: having a
legitimate right to property,
position, or status

- The rightful owner of the
jewels.

legitimately claimed; fitting

- They are determined to take
their rightful place in a new
South Africa.
- Few people have gone into
the topic in such rigorous
detail.

763

rightful

adjective

764

rigorous

adjective

adjective: very thorough,
especially when studying or
testing something or
dealing with a problem

765

robust

adjective

adjective: forceful and
- Britain’s top military officer
uncompromising; down to
last night issued a robust
earth, realistic, or pragmatic defence of the government’s
cuts programme.
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No.
766

Word
role

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the function or
position that someone has
or is expected to have in an
organization, in society, or
in a relationship

- This report examines the role
of the teacher in the classroom.

the degree to which
someone or something is
involved in a situation or
activity and the effect that
they have on it
a character that an actor
plays in a play or film.
767

768

769

romance

safeguard

salient

noun

noun, verb

adjective

- He stressed the role of diet in
preventing disease.

- It is one of the greatest roles
she has played.

noun: a feeling of
excitement and mystery
associated with love

- I had a thirst for romance.

a quality or feeling of
mystery, excitement, and
remoteness from everyday
life

- The beauty and romance of
the night.

noun: an action or law that
is designed to protect
people from harm, risk, or
danger

- The measures have been
introduced as a safeguard
against fraud.

verb: to protect something
from loss, harm, or damage

- It is hoped that the new order
will safeguard jobs at the plant.

adjective: most noticeable
or important

- It succinctly covered all the
salient points of the case.
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No.
770

Word
sample

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a small part or
quantity intended to show
what the whole is like

- Samples of the water
contained pesticide.

verb: to test part of
something or question part
of a group of people in
order to find out what the
rest is like

- The survey was done using a
group of 100 children randomly
sampled from the school
population.

to experience something
briefly to see what it is like

- Our children sampled the
hotel’s disco.

771

sanctuary

noun

noun: a place or state of
refuge, safety, or protection

- Patients in need of emotional
and psychological support can
find sanctuary in a private
room separate from the ward.

772

sanguine

adjective

adjective: cheerfully
optimistic

- They are not sanguine about
the prospect.

773

satisfy

verb

verb: to fulfil a desire or
need

774

savour

verb

to provide someone with
adequate information or
proof so that they are
convinced about
something.

- People need to be satisfied
that the environmental
assessments are accurate.

to meet someone’s
expectations, needs, or
desires

- I have never been satisfied
with my job.

to adequately meet or
comply with a condition,
obligation, or demand

- The whole team is working
flat out to satisfy demand.

verb: to enjoy the full taste
or flavour of something,
especially by eating or
drinking it slowly; obtain
great pleasure from an
experience or feeling

- He ate his meal slowly,
savouring every mouthful.
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

775

scene

noun

noun: a view that you see,
especially one with people
or animals moving about
and doing things

- It was a delightful rural scene.

776

scent

noun

noun: a light, pleasant
smell

- The air was filled with the
scent of Lavender.

777

scope

noun

noun: the opportunity or
ability to do or achieve
something

- Her job offers very little scope
for creativity.

the range of things that a
subject, organization, or
activity, deals with

- These issues were outside
the scope of the article.

778

scrupulous

adjective

adjective: very careful to be
honest and do what is
morally right

- She has a reputation for
scrupulous honesty.

779

scrutinize

verb

verb: to look at or examine
someone or something
carefully

- The statement was carefully
scrutinized before publication.

780

seamless

adjective

adjective: smooth and
without obvious join

- A seamless service between
health and social care.

781

secluded

adjective

adjective: private or having
little contact with other
people, especially when
you find this pleasant

- A secluded beach.

782

secret

noun

noun: something that is not
yet fully understood or that
is difficult to understand; a
mystery

- They hope to unlock the
secrets of the universe.

a valid but not commonly
known or recognized
method of achieving or
maintaining something

- The secret of a happy
marriage is compromise.
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No.
783

Word
secure

Parts of
Speech
adjective,
verb

Definition
adjective: not subject to
threat; certain to remain or
continue safe and
unharmed
feeling safe, stable, and
free from fear or anxiety

Protected against attack or
other criminal activity
(of a place of detention)
having provisions against
the escape of inmates

784

select

verb,
adjective

Sample Sentence(s)
- They are working to ensure
that their market share remains
secure against competition.
- Everyone needs to have a
home and to feel secure and
wanted.
- The official said that no airport
could be totally secure.
- A secure unit for young
offenders.

verb: to protect against
threats; to make safe

- The government is concerned
to secure the economy against
too much foreign ownership.

to succeed in obtaining,
especially with difficulty

- The division secured a major
contract.

to make a door or container
hard to open; to fasten or
lock

- Doors are likely to be well
secured at night.

verb: to choose someone
or something, usually
according to a system, from
a group of people or things

- He hasn’t been selected for
the team.

adjective: (of a society,
club, or place) used only by
people who have a lot of
money and/or a high social
position

- They live in a very select
area.

785

self-confident

adjective

adjective: having
confidence in yourself and
your abilities

- A self-confident child.

786

self-contained

adjective

adjective: able to operate or - The village was an isolated
exist without outside help or and self-contained community
influence

IELTS@HOME VOCABULARY 146

No.

Word

787

self-control

788

Parts of
speech

Definition

Sample Sentence (s)

noun

noun: the ability to remain
calm and not show your
emotions even though you
are feeling angry or excited

- It took all his self-control not
to shout at them.

self-discipline

noun

noun: the ability to make
yourself do something,
especially something
difficult or unpleasant

- It takes a lot of selfdiscipline to go jogging in
winter.

789

selfless

adjective

adjective: concerned more
with the needs and wishes
of others than with your
own; unselfish

- An act of selfless devotion.

790

self-motivated

adjective

adjective: motivated to do
or achieve something
because of your own
enthusiasm or interest,
without needing pressure
from others

- She’s a very independent
self-motivated individual.

791

self-respect

noun

noun: pride and confident in
yourself; feeling that you
are behaving with honour
and dignity

792

self-starter

noun

noun: a person who is
sufficiently motivated or
ambitious to start a new
career or business or to
pursue further education
without the help of others

- He was the self-starter who
worked his way up from
messenger boy to account
executive.

793

seminal

adjective

adjective: (e.g. of a work or
event) strongly influencing
later developments

- His seminal work on chaos
theory.

794

sensational

adjective

adjective: causing great
surprise, excitement, or
interest

- Police have uncovered
sensational new evidence.
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No.
795

Word
sensitive

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition
adjective: quick to detect or
respond to slight changes,
signals, or influences
easily damaged, injured, or
distressed by slight
changes

796

sentiment

noun

Sample Sentence(s)
- The new method of protein
detection was more sensitive
than earlier ones.

- The community called for
improved protection of wildlife
in environmentally sensitive
areas.

(of a person or a person’s
behaviour) having or
displaying a quick and
delicate appreciate of
others’ feeling

- I pay tribute to the Minister for
his sensitive handling of the
bill.

easily offended or upset

- I suppose I shouldn’t be so
sensitive.

kept secret or with
restrictions on disclosure to
avoid endangering security

- He was suspected of passing
sensitive information to other
countries.

noun: a feeling or opinion,
especially one based on
emotions

- This is a sentiment that I
totally agree with.

(sometimes disapproving)
feelings of pity, romantic
love, or sadness which may
be too strong or not
appropriate

- There is no room for
sentiment in business.

797

serendipity

noun

noun: the occurrence and
development of events by
chance in a happy or
beneficial way

- Technical innovations may be
the result of pure serendipity.

798

serene

adjective

adjective: calm, peaceful,
and untroubled; tranquil

- Her eyes were closed and
she looked very serene.
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No.
799

Word
serious

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: (of a subject,
state, or activity)
demanding careful
consideration or application

- Marriage is a serious matter.

(of thought or discussion)
careful or profound

- We give serious
consideration to safety
recommendations.

significant or worrying
because of possible danger
or risk; not slight or
negligible

- She escaped serious injury.

(of a person solemn or
thoughtful in character or
manner)

- Her face grew serious.

(of music, literature, or
other art forms) requiring
deep reflection and inviting
a considered response

- He bridges the gap between
serious and popular music.
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No.
800

Word
share

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: one part of
something that is divided
between two or more
people; a part which
someone has in a particular
activity that involves
several people; an amount
of something that is thought
to be normal or acceptable
for one person

- How much was your share of
the winnings?

an amount regarded as
normal or acceptable

- The new system had more
than its fair share of problems.

verb: to have or use
something at the same time
as someone else; to give
some of what you have to
someone else or let
someone use something
that is yours; to separate
something in two parts so
that two or more people
can have a part of it

- She shares a house with
three other students.

to work together with other
people in an equal way to
make work or
responsibilities easier

- You will need to share the
load with your partner.

801

showcase

verb

verb: to exhibit; to display

- The albums showcase his
production skills.

802

shrewd

adjective

adjective: clever and good
at making judgements
about a situation; showing
good judgement and likely
to be right

- My mother was a shrewd
judge of character.

803

significant

adjective

adjective: large or important - There are no significant
enough to have an effect or differences between the two
be noticed
groups of students.
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No.
804

Word
silhouette

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition
noun: the dark outline or
shape of a person or object
that you see against a light
background; the shape of a
person’s body or an object
verb: (be silhouetted) to
cast or show someone or
something as a dark shape
and outline against a lighter
background

Sample Sentence(s)
- The trees were black
silhouettes against the pale
sky.

- The castle was silhouetted
against the sky.

805

simulate

verb

verb: to create particular
conditions that exist in real
life using computers or
models, usually for study or
training purposes

- Computer software can be
used to simulate conditions on
the sea bed.

806

sincere

adjective

adjective: free from
pretence or deceit;
proceeding from genuine
feelings

- They offer their sincere
thanks to Paul.

saying what you really feel
or believe; not dishonest or
hypocritical

- He seemed sincere enough
when he said he wanted to
help.

807

single-minded

adjective

adjective: only thinking
about one particular aim or
goal because you are
determined to achieve
something

- She is very single-minded
about her career.

808

skill

noun

noun: the ability to do
something well because of
training and practice

- The job requires skill and an
eye for detail.

something that someone is
able to do well, especially
when this has been
acquired through practice

- We need people with practical
skills like carpentry.
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No.
809

Word
sleek

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition
adjective: (of an act) having
an elegant, streamlined
shape or design
(of a person) having a
wealthy and well-groomed
appearance
(of hair, fur, or skin)
smooth, glossy skin, hair,
or fur, often taken as a sign
of physical fitness

810

811

812

smart

smooth

snug

adjective

adjective

adjective

Sample Sentence(s)
- His sleek black car slid
through the traffic.

- A sleek and ambitious junior
Minister.

- A sleek black cat.

adjective: (of people)
looking clean and neat;
wearing fashionable and/or
formal clothes; (of clothes
et.) clean, neat, and looking
new and attractive

- You look very smart in that
suit.

connected with rich
fashionable people

- The restaurant has a smart
new decor.

quick at learning and
understanding things;
showing the ability to make
good business or personal
decisions

- She’s smarter than her
brother.

adjective: completely flat
and even, without any
lumps, holes, or rough
areas

- The water was as smooth as
glass.

(of an action, event, or
process) without problems
or difficulties

- The group’s expansion into
the US market was not quite so
smooth.

adjective: warm,
comfortable, and protected,
especially from the cold

- I spent the afternoon snug
and warm in bed.
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

813

sociable

adjective

adjective: enjoying
spending time with other
people

- She’s a sociable child who’ll
talk to anyone.

814

society

noun

noun: the total number of
people living together in a
more or less ordered
community:

- Drugs, crime, and other
dangers to society.

the community of people
living in a particular country
or region and having
shared customs, laws and
organizations

- The ethnic diversity of British
society.

an organization or club
formed for a particular
purpose or activity

- The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds.

815

solidarity

noun

noun: support by one
person or group for another
because they share
feelings, opinions, or aims

- Demonstrations were held as
a gesture of solidarity with the
hunger strikers.

816

solve

verb

verb: to find a way of
dealing with a problem or
difficult situation

- You can’t solve all your
difficulties by running away.

817

soothe

verb

verb: to gently calm a
person or their feelings

- A shot of brandy might
soothe his nerves.

to reduce pain or
discomfort in part of the
body

- To soothe the skin try
chamomile or thyme.
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No.
818

819

Word
sophisticated

soul

Parts of
Speech
adjective

noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: (of a machine,
system, or technique)
highly developed and
complex

- Sophisticated production
techniques

having a lot of experience
of the world and knowing
about fashion, culture, and
other things that people
think are socially important

- Ben did his best to look
sophisticated.

noun: the spiritual element
of a person, believed to be
immortal

- Painting is the art of reaching
the soul through the eyes.

a person’s moral or
emotional nature

- In the depths of her soul, she
knew he would betray her.

emotional or intellectual
energy or power

- Their performance lacked
soul.

a person regarded as a
perfect example of
discretion

820

sound

adjective

an individual person

- I’ll never tell a soul.

adjective: based on reason,
sense, or judgement

- Sound advice for healthy
living.

in good condition; not
damaged, injured, or
diseased

- Your heart is as sound as a
young man’s.

competent, reliable, or
holding acceptable views

- He’s a bit stuffy, but he’s very
sound on his law.

financially secure

- She got her business on a
sound footing for the first time.
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No.
821

Word
source

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a place, person, or
thing from which something
comes or can be obtained

- Mackerel is a good source of
fish oil.

a person who provides
information

a book or document used
to provide evidence in
research

822

823

special

specialism

adjective

noun

- Military sources announced a
reduction in strategic nuclear
weapons.
- A historian will need to use
both primary and secondary
sources.

verb: to obtain from a
particular source

- Each type of coffee is
sourced from one country.

to find out where something
can be obtained

- She was called upon to
source a supply of carpet.

adjective: better, greater, or
otherwise different from
what is usual

- They always made a special
effort at Christmas.

exceptionally good or
precious

- She’s a very special person.

belonging specifically to a
particular person or place

- We want to preserve our
town’s special character.

designed or organized for a
particular person, purpose,
or occasion

- We will return by special
coaches.

noun: an area of study or
work that someone officially
gives most of their attention
to, especially in the context
of a course of study or a
particular company

- He’s doing a business degree
with a specialism in
computing.
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No.
824

825

Word
speciality

specific

Parts of
Speech
noun

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a pursuit, area of
study, or skill to which
someone has devoted
much time and effort and in
which they are expert

- His speciality was
watercolours.

a product, especially a type
of food which a person or
region is famous for making
well

- This wine is a speciality of
southern Australia.

adjective: clearly defined or
identified

- Saving were made by
increasing the electricity supply
only until it met specific
development needs.

precise and clear in making
statements or issuing
instructions

- When ordering goods, please
be specific.

belonging or relating
uniquely to a particular
subject

- Information needs are often
very specific to companies
and individuals.

826

specify

verb

verb: to give exact details
of something such as a
measurement, a time, or
instructions

- Forms must be returned by
the specified date.

827

spectacular

adjective

adjective: (especially of
scenery or a performance)
extremely beautiful and
impressive

- The coastal road has a
spectacular display of
fireworks.

(of an achievement or skill)
very impressive

- Rooney scored a spectacular
goal.

noun: a complete or wide
range of related ides,
opinions, or qualities

- We shall hear views from
across the political spectrum.

828

spectrum

noun
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Parts of
Speech

Definition
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829

spellbinding

adjective

adjective: holding the
complete attention of
someone as though by
magic; fascinating

- A spellbinding tale of her life
in the Far East.

830

sphere

noun

noun: an area of activity,
interest, or expertise; a
section of society or an
aspect of life distinguished
and unified by a particular
characteristic

- Political reforms to match
those in the economic sphere.

831

spirit

noun

noun: the typical or
dominant character, quality,
or mood

- They shared her spirit of
adventure.

a person’s mood

- The warm weather lifted
everyone’s spirits after the
winter.

courage, energy, and
determination

- His visitors admired his spirit
and good temper.

the real meaning of
something as opposed to
its strict interpretation (the
letter)

- The rule had been broken in
spirit if not in letter.

the part of a person that
consists of their character
and feelings rather than
their body, often believed to
survive after their body is
dead

- We seek a harmony between
body and spirit.

832

splendid

adjective

adjective: magnificent; very
impressive

- A splendid view of Windsor
castle.

833

stabilize

verb

verb: to make or become
stable

- His condition appears to have
stabilized.
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No.
834

Word
stable

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition
adjective: not likely to
change or fail; firmly
established

Sample Sentence(s)
- A stable relationship.

(of a person) sane and
- The officer concerned is
sensible; not easily upset or mentally and emotionally
disturbed
stable.
835

836

stage

stakeholder

noun

noun,
adjective

noun: a state or period that
someone or something
passes through while
developing or making
progress; a separate part
that a process is divided
into

- The product is at the design
stage.

An area of activity where
important things happen,
especially in politics

- Germany is playing a leading
role on the world stage.

noun: a person with an
interest or concern in
something, especially a
business

- Consultation with
stakeholders across
institutional boundaries.

adjective: referring to a type - A stakeholder economy.
of organization or system in
which all the members or
participants are seen as
having an interest in its
success
837

stamina

noun

noun: the physical or
mental ability to continue
doing something difficult or
tiring for long periods of
time

- She didn’t have the stamina
to complete the course.
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838

Word
standard

Parts of
Speech
noun,
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a level of quality or
attainment

- Their restaurant offers a high
standard of service.

an idea or thing used as a
measure, norm, or model in
comparative evaluations

- The wages are low by today’s
standards.

(standards) principles of
behavior informed by
nations of honour and
decency

- A decline in moral standards.

adjective: used or accepted
as normal or average

- The standard rate of income
tax.

(of a size, measure, design,
etc.) such as is regularly
used or produced; not
special or exceptional

- All these doors come in a
range of standard sizes.

(of a work, repertoire, or
writer) viewed as
authoritative or of
permanent value and so
widely read or performed

- His essays on the
interpretation of reality became
a standard text.

839

state

verb

verb: to express something
definitely or clearly in
speech or writing

- The report stated that more
than 51% of voters failed to
participate.

840

stature

noun

noun: the importance and
respect that a person or
group has because of their
ability and achievements

- The orchestra has grown in
stature.
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841

Word
status

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: high rank or social
position; the level of
importance or respect that
is given to something

- The job brings with it status
and a high income.

the social or professional
position of someone or
something in relation to
others, based on the
amount of respect they get
from other people

- The only jobs on offer were
low status and badly paid.

842

statutory

adjective

adjective: required,
permitted, or enacted by
statute

- Statutory controls over
prices.

843

steadfast

adjective

adjective: resolutely or
dutifully firm and
unwavering

- Steadfast loyalty.

844

steady

adjective

adjective: (of a person)
sensible, reliable, and selfrestrained

- a solid, steady young man.

Regular, even, and
continuous in development,
frequency, or intensity

- a steady decline in the
national birth rate.

not faltering or wavering;
controlled

- a steady gaze.

firmly supported, or
balanced; not shaking or
moving

- The lighter the camera, the
harder it is to hold steady.

not changing; regular and
established

845

stellar

adjective

adjective: exceptionally
good; outstanding

- I thought I’d better get a
steady job.
- His restaurant has received
stellar ratings in the guides.
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846

stimulate

verb

verb: to make something
develop or to encourage
something, such as growth,
interest, discussions,
feelings, or ideas

- A newspaper article can be
used to stimulate discussion
among students.

847

stimulus

noun

noun: something that helps
or encourages someone or
something to start or to
develop better or more
quickly

- Books provide children with
ideas and a stimulus for play.

848

stirring

adjective

adjective: causing strong
feelings, especially feelings
of excitement

- A stirring performance of
Beethoven’s 5th Symphony.

849

stoical

adjective

adjective: enduring pain
and hardship without
showing your feelings or
complaining

- He taught a stoical
acceptance of suffering.

850

straightforward

adjective

adjective: easy to do or to
understand; not
complicated

- A straightforward process.

(of a person or their
- She’s nice: very
behaviour) honest and
straightforward and easy to
open; not trying to trick
get on with.
someone or hide something

851

strand

noun

noun: one of the different
parts of something,
especially an idea, plan, or
story

- There are three main strands
to the policy.

852

strategy

noun

noun: a plan of action or
policy designed to achieve
a major or overall aim

- Shrifts in marketing strategy.
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No.
853

Word
strength

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

noun: (in people) the quality - You have shown great
of being brave and
strength of character.
determined in a difficult
situation
a quality or ability that
someone or something has
that gives them an
advantage

854

striking

adjective

Sample Sentence(s)

- The ability to keep calm is
one of her many strengths.

adjective: attracting
- The murder bore a striking
attention by reason of being similarity to an earlier shooting.
unusual, extreme, or
prominent
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No.
855

Word
strong

Parts of
Speech
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: (of an argument
or case) likely to succeed
because of sound
reasoning or convincing
evidence

- There is a strong argument
for decentralization.

possessing skills and
qualities that create a
likelihood of success

- The competition was too
strong.

powerfully affecting the
mind, senses, or emotions

- His imagery made a strong
impression on the critics.

able to perform a specified
action well and powerfully

- He was not a strong
swimmer.

(of a person’s character)
showing determination,
self-control, and good
judgement

- Only a strong will enabled
him to survive.

in a secure financial
position

- The company’s business
remains strong.

offering security and
advantage

- The company was in a strong
position to negotiate a deal.

(of a belief or feeling)
intense and firmly held.

(of a relationship) lasting
and remaining deep despite
difficulties
(of something seen or
heard) not soft or muted;
clear or prominent

- She should wear strong
colours.
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857

Word
structure

study

Parts of
Speech
noun

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: the way in which the
parts of something are
connected together,
arranged, or organized,
especially when there are a
number of different parts or
levels

- The structure of the
building/human body.

the state of being well
organized or planned with
all the parts linked together

- In terms of structure the
novel has several flaws.

noun: the devotion of time
and attention to acquiring
knowledge on an academic
subject, especially by
means of books

- The study of English.

An academic book or article - A study of Jane Austen’s
on a particular topic
novels.
a detailed investigation and
analysis of a subject or
situation

- A study of a sample of 5,000
children.

(study in) a thing or person
that is an embodiment or
good example of something

- He perched on the edge of
the bed, a study in confusion
and misery.

verb: to devote time and
attention to acquiring
knowledge on an academic
subject, especially by
means of books

- Students studying A-level
drama.

to investigate and analyse
a subject or situation in
detail

- He has been studying
badgers for many years.

to look at closely in order to
observe or read

- She bent her head to study
the plans.
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No.
858

859

Word
stunning

style

Parts of
Speech
adjective

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

adjective: extremely
surprising or shocking

- The election result was a
stunning blow for the party.

extremely beautiful or
attractive

- You look absolutely
stunning!

noun: the quality of doing
something well, with ease,
control, and good
judgement, in a way that is
pleasing to see; the quality
of being attractive and
made to a high standard of
design

- She does everything with
style and grace.

a manner of doing
something

- Different styles of
management.

a distinctive appearance,
typically determined by the
principles according to
which something is
designed

- The pillars are no exception to
the general style.

verb: to design or make in a - The yacht is well proportioned
particular form
and conservatively styled.

860

substance

noun

to designate with a
particular name,
description, or title

- The official is styled principal
and vice-chancellor of the
university.

noun: the quality of being
important, valid, or
significant

- He had yet to accomplish
anything of substance.

the most important or
essential part of something;
The real or essential
meaning

- The substance of the trade
agreement.
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Word

861

substantive

adjective

adjective: having a firm
basis in reality and so
important, meaningful, or
considerable

- There is no substantive
evidence for the efficacy of
these drugs.

862

subtle

adjective

adjective: (especially of a
change or distinction) so
delicate or precise as to be
difficult to analyse or
describe

- His language expresses rich
and subtle meanings.

(of a mixture or effect)
delicately complex and
understated

- Subtle lighting.

making use of clever and
indirect methods to achieve
something

- He tried a more subtle
approach.

863

succeed

Parts of
Speech

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to achieve something - He succeeded in getting a
that you have been trying to place at art school.
do or get; to have the result
or effect that was intended
to be successful in your
career, earning money,
power, and/or respect

- She doesn’t have the
ruthlessness to succeed in
business.

864

succinct

adjective

adjective: (of a comment or
piece of writing) expressed
clearly and using few words

- Keep your answers as
succinct as possible.

865

suitable

adjective

adjective: acceptable or
correct for a particular
purpose, person, or
situation

- The exercise-with-answer-key
format makes the book
suitable for self-study.

866

suite

noun

noun: a set of things
belonging together, e.g. a
set of computer programs
with a uniform design and
the ability to share data

- A suite of graphical
environments and applications.
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Parts of
Speech

Definition
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867

superlative

adjective

adjective: of the highest
quality or degree

- He is without doubt a
superlative photographer.

868

supplement

noun, verb

noun: something which
completes or enhances
something else when
added to it

- The handout is a supplement
to the official manual.

a separate section,
especially a colour
magazine, added to
newspaper or periodical.

869

supply

verb, noun

an additional charge
payable for an extra service
or facility

- The single room supplement
is $5 per night.

verb: to add an extra
element or amount to

- She took the job to
supplement her husband’s
income.

verb: to make something
needed or wanted available
to someone; to provide

- The farm supplied apples to
cider makers.

to be a source of something - Eat foods which supply a
needed
significant amount of dietary
fibre.
to be adequate to satisfy a
requirement or demand

- The two reservoirs supply
about 1% of the city’s needs.

noun: a stock of resource
from which a person or
place can be provided with
the necessary amount

- There were fears that the
drought would affect the town’s
water supply.

the action of providing what
is needed or wanted

- The deal involved the supply
of forty fighter aircraft.
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870

Word
support

Parts of
Speech
verb, noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to give assistance to,
especially financially; to
enable to function or act

- The government gives $2,500
million a year to support the
activities of the voluntary
sector.

to approve and encourage

- The proposal was supported
by many delegates.

to suggest the truth of; to
corroborate

- The studies support our
findings.

to give comfort and
emotional help to

- I like to visit her to support
her.

to be actively interested in
and concerned for the
success of a particular
sports team.
to produce enough food
and water for; to be
capable of sustaining

- The land had lost its capacity
to support life.

to be capable of fulfilling a
role adequately

- Tutors gain practical
experience which helps them
support their tutoring role.

(of a computer or operating
system) to allow the use3
or operation of a program,
language, or device

- The new versions do not
support the graphical user
interface standard.

noun: material assistance

- He urged that military
support be sent to protect
humanitarian convoys.

approval and
encouragement

- The policies of reform enjoy
widespread support.

comfort and emotional help
offered to someone in
distress

- She’s been through a bad
time and needs our support.

technical help given to the
user of a computer or other
product.
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No.
871

Word
survey

Parts of
Speech
verb, noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

verb: to examine and give a
general description of
something

- This chapter briefly surveys
the current state of European
politics.

to investigate the opinions
or experience of a group of
people by asking them
questions

- 95% of patients surveyed
were satisfied with the health
service

noun: a general study,
examination, or description
of someone or something

- They are carrying out a
survey of small businesses in
London.

an investigation of the
opinions or experience of a
group of people, based on
a series of questions.
872

sustain

verb

verb: to make something
continue for some time at
the same level

- We were experiencing a
period of sustained economic
growth.

to strengthen or support
physically or mentally

- This thought had sustained
him throughout the years.

873

symbiosis

noun

noun: a mutually beneficial
relationship between
different people or groups

- A perfect mother and
daughter symbiosis.

874

symbol

noun

noun: a thing that
represents or stands for
something else, especially
a material object
representing something
abstract

- The limousine was another
symbol of his wealth and
authority.

a mark or character used
as a conventional
representation of an object,
function, or process; A
shape or sign used to
represent something such
as an organization, e.g. a
red cross.
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No.
875

Word
sympathy

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: feelings of pity and
sorrow for someone else’s
misfortune

- They had great sympathy for
the flood victims.

understanding between
people; common feeling

- The special sympathy
between the two boys was
obvious to all.

(sympathies) support in the
form of shared feelings or
opinions

- His sympathies lay with his
constituents.

agreement with or approval
of an opinion or aim;
favourable attitude

- I have some sympathy for
this view.

876

symphony

noun

noun: something regarded,
usually favourably, as a
composition of different
elements

- Autumn is a symphony of
texture and pattern.

877

synergy

noun

noun: the interaction or
cooperation of two or more
organizations, substances,
or other agents to produce
a combined effect greater
than the sum of their
separate effects

- The synergy between artist
and record company.

878

synthesis

noun

noun: the combination of
components or elements to
form a connected whole

- The synthesis of intellect and
emotion in his work.
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880

Word
system

tackle

Parts of
Speech
noun

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a set of principles or
procedures according to
which something is done; a
particular way of doing
something, especially one
that involves a planned and
fixed series of actions that
you follow each time

- This is a highly effective
system for storing data.

orderliness; method

- There was no system at all in
the company.

a set of things working
together as part of a
mechanism or an
interconnecting network

- The state railway system.

to make determined efforts
to deal with a problem or
difficult task

- Police have launched an
initiative to tackle rising crime.

to initiate discussion with
someone about a disputed
or sensitive issue

- A young man tackled him
over why the council had spent
money on a swimming pool.

881

tact

noun

the ability to deal with
people in difficult situation
without upsetting or
offending them

- Setting the dispute required
great tact and diplomacy.

882

tactic

noun

the particular method that
you use to achieve
something

- The manager discussed
tactics with his team.

883

tailor

verb

to make or adapt
something for a particular
purpose or person

- Special programmes of study
are tailored to the needs of
specific groups.

884

talent

noun

natural ability or skill

- He possesses more talent
than any other player.
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885

886

Word
tangible

target

Parts of
Speech
adjective

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

Perceptible by touch

- The atmosphere of neglect
and abandonment was almost
tangible.

clear and definite; real

- The emphasis is now on
tangible results.

noun: a result that you try
to achieve

- Set yourself targets that you
can reasonably hope to
achieve.

verb: to try to help or
influence a particular group
of people, especially by
offering a product or
service designed for them

- The booklet is targeted at
people approaching retirement.

887

task force

noun

a group of people who are
chosen to deal with a
particular problem, usually
by a government

- She is expected to lead a
task force on health care
reform.

888

tasteful

adjective

Showing good judgement
as to quality, appearance,
or appropriate behavior

- The decor throughout the
hotel is simple and tasteful.

889

technique

noun

Skill or ability in a particular
field

- He has excellent technique.

a particular way of doing
something, especially one
that involves a special skill
or that you need to learn
and practise

- The artist combines different
techniques in the same
painting.

890

technology

noun

the application of scientific
knowledge for practical
purposes, especially
industry; advances in
computer technology.

- The company has invested in
the latest technology.

891

tempo

noun

The rate or speed of motion
or activity; pace

- They soon adapted to the
slower tempo of life on the
island.
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892

tenacious

adjective

that does not give
something up easily

- He paused, without releasing
his tenacious grip.

893

tender

noun, verb

noun: a formal offer to carry
out work or provide goods
or a service for a particular
price, in competition with
other companies

- The local authority has invited
tenders for the supply of school
meals.

verb: to offer goods or
services as a tender

to offer or give something
to someone

894

tentative

adjective

- Local firms were invited to
tender for the building
contracts.
- He has tendered his
resignation to the Prime
minister.

not certain or fixed;
provisional

- A tentative conclusion.

done without confidence;
hesitant

- He eventually tried a few
tentative steps round his
hospital room.
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895

Word
test

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a procedure intended - No sparking was visible
to establish the quality,
during the tests.
performance, or reliability of
something, especially
before it is put into
widespread use
an event or situation that
shows how good, strong,
etc, someone or something

- This is the first serious test of
the peace agreement.

a short written or spoken
examination of a person’s
proficiency or knowledge

- A spelling test.

verb: to take measures to
- This range has not been
check the quality,
tested on animals.
performance, or reliability of
something, especially
before putting it into
widespread use or practice

896

897

thankful

theme

adjective

noun, verb

to reveal how strong, able,
etc, someone or something
is

- Such behavior would severely
test any marriage.

to give someone a short
written or oral examination
of their proficiency or
knowledge by means of
such an examination

- All Children are tested at
eleven.

pleased and relieved

- They were thankful that the
war was finally over.

expressing gratitude and
relief

- An earnest and thankful
prayer.

noun: the main idea in a
talk, piece of writing, or
work of art

- North American literature is
the main theme of this year’s
festival.

verb: to give a particular
- The amusement park will be
theme or setting to a leisure themed as a Caribbean pirate
venue, event, etc.
stronghold.
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899

900

Word
theoretical

thorough

thoughtful

Parts of
Speech
adjective

adjective

adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

concerned with the ideas
and principles on which a
subject is based rather than
with practice or
experiments

- We aim to provide you with
both theoretical.

that could possibly exist,
happen, or be true,
although this is unlikely

- It’s a theoretical possibility.

doing things very carefully
and with great attention to
detail

- He was determined to be
thorough in his research.

including everything and
with great attention to detail

- You will need a thorough
understanding of the subject.

absorbed in or involving
thought

- Brows drawn together in
thoughtful consideration.

showing consideration for
the needs of other people

- He was attentive and
thoughtful.

901

thoughtprovoking

adjective

stimulating careful
consideration or attention

- Thought-provoking
questions.

902

thrilling

adjective

exciting and enjoyable

- Don’t miss next week’s
thrilling episode.

903

thrive

verb

to develop quickly and be
successful; grow well and
be strong, healthy, and
happy

- He’s clearly thriving in his
new job.

904

tidy

adjective

keeping things ordered and
arranged in the right place,
or liking to keep things like
this

- I’m not a very tidy person.

(of a place) arranged neatly
and with everything in order

- Someone needs to keep the
place tidy.
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905

timely

adjective

done or occurring at a
favourable or useful time;
opportune

- A timely warning.

906

tone

noun, verb

noun: the general character
and attitude of something
such as a piece of writing
or the atmosphere of an
event

- The overall tone of the book
is gently nostalgic.

verb: (tone down) to make
a speech or opinion less
extreme or offensive

- The language of the article
will have to be toned down for
the mass market.

verb: to find of discover by
investigation

- Police are trying to trace a
white van seen in the area.

907

trace

verb, noun

to find or describe the origin - Bob’s book traces his flying
or development of
career with the RAF.

908

track record

noun

to give an outline of

- The article traces some of the
connections between
education, qualifications, and
the labour market.

noun: a mark, object, or
other indication of the
existence or passing of
something: remove all
traces of the old adhesive.

- The aircraft disappeared
without trace.

a very small quantity,
especially one too small to
be accurately measured

- His body contained traces of
amphetamines.

a slight indication or barely
discernible hint of
something

- Just a trace of a smile.

all the past achievements,
successes, or failures of a
person or organization

- As a company we have a
proven track record in
catering.
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No.
909

Word
tradition

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition
a long-established custom
or belief that has been
passed on

Sample Sentence(s)
- Japan’s unique cultural
traditions.

an artistic or literary method - Visionary works in the
or style established by an
tradition of William Blake.
artist, writer, or movement,
and subsequently followed
by others

910

train

verb

the transmission of
customs or beliefs from
generation to generation, or
the fact of being passed on
in this way

- Members of different casted
have by tradition been
associated with specific
occupations.

to teach a person or animal
the skills for a particular job
or activity; to be taught
these skills

- All members of the team have
been trained in first aid.

to prepare yourself for a
particular activity,
especially a sport, by doing
a lot of exercise; to prepare
someone in this way

- We watched the athletes
training for the Olympics.

911

tranquil

adjective

quiet and peaceful in a way
that makes you feel relaxed

- It is a tranquil place of quiet
beauty.

912

transferable

adjective

(of skill) able to be used in
different jobs

- Doing voluntary work meant I
gained so many transferable
skills, like teamwork and
communication skills.
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No.

Word

913

transparent

914

915

treasure

treat

Parts of
Speech
adjective

noun, verb

verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

easy to perceive or detect

- The residents will see through
any transparent attempt to buy
their votes.

having thoughts, feelings,
or motives that are easily
perceived; open

- Parliament should render
government transparent.

(of a material or article)
allowing light to pass
through so that objects
behind can be distinctly
seen

- Transparent blue water.

noun: a very valuable
object

- She set out to look at the art
treasures.

verb: to value highly

- The island is treasured by
walkers and conservationists.

to behave towards or deal
with in a certain way

- She had been brutally
treated.

(treat as) to regards
- The names are being treated
something as being of a
as classified information.
specified nature with
implications for your actions
concerning it
to present or discuss a
subject

- The lectures show a striking
variation in the level at which
subjects are treated.

916

tremendous

adjective

very great in amount, scale,
or intensity

- Penny put in a tremendous
amount of time.

917

trenchant

adjective

vigorous or incisive in
expression or style

- The White Paper makes
trenchant criticisms of health
authorities.
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No.
918

919

Word
trend

triumph

Parts of
Speech
noun

noun, verb

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

a general direction in which
something is developing or
changing

- An upward trend in sales and
profit margins.

a fashion

- The latest trends in modern
dance.

noun: a great success,
victory, or achievement a
garden built to celebrate

- Napoleon’s many triumphs.

the state of being victorious
or successful

- The team returned home in
triumph.

joy or satisfaction resulting
from a success or victory

- ‘Here it is!’ Helen’s voice rose
in triumph.

a highly successful
example of something

- The marriage had been a
triumph of togetherness.

verb: to achieve a victory;
to be successful

- They had no chance of
triumphing over the
Nationalists.

to rejoice or exult at a
victory or success

- She stopped triumphing over
his failure.

920

trusted

adjective

that a person or people feel
they can reply on

- As time went on he became a
trusted adviser to the king.

921

turning point

noun

a time or event when an
important change takes
place, usually with the
result that a situation
improves

- The promotion marked a
turning point in her career.

922

typify

verb

to be a typical example of
something; to be a typical
feature of something

- These are clothes that typify
the 1960s.
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

923

ubiquitous

adjective

seeming to be everywhere
or in several places at the
same time

- The ubiquitous mobile
phone.

924

ultimate

adjective,
noun

adjective: being the best or
most extreme example of
its kind

- The ultimate accolade.

basic or fundamental

- The ultimate constituents of
anything that exist are atoms.

noun: the best achievable
or imaginable of its kind

- The ultimate in decorative
luxury.

925

unanimous

adjective

completely agreeing about
something

- A unanimous
vote/decision/verdict.

926

unbiased

adjective

air and not influenced by
your own or someone
else’s opinions or wishes

- We’d like an unbiased
opinion, if possible.

927

uncluttered

adjective

not having or impeded by
too many or any
unnecessary objects,
details, or elements

- The rooms were plain and
uncluttered.

928

uncontested

adjective

without any opposition or
argument

- He was officially elected
mayor in an uncontested
election.

929

underline

verb

to emphasize or show that
something is important

- The report underlines the
importance of pre-school
education.

930

underlying

verb

adjective: important in a
situation but not always
easily noticed or stated
clearly

- The underlying assumption
is that the amount of money
available is limited.

931

underpin

verb

to support, justify, or form
the basis for

- The theme of honour
underpins his two books.
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No.

Word

932

understand

Parts of
Speech
verb

Definition
to perceive the intended
meaning of words, a
language, or a speaker

Sample Sentence(s)
- He didn’t understand a word
I said.

to perceive the significance, - She didn’t really understand
explanation, or cause of
the situation.
to be sympathetically or
knowledgeably aware of
the character or nature of
to interpret or view in a
particular way

- Picasso understood colour.

- As the term is usually
understood, legislation refers
to regulations and directives.

to infer something from
information received (often
used as a polite formula in
conversation)

- As I understood it, she was
flying back to the States
tomorrow.

(often be understood) to
assume to be the case; to
take for granted

- He liked to make a bit on the
side, that was understood.

933

understated

adjective

Presented or expressed in
a subtle and effective way

- Understated elegance.

934

undisputed

adjective

that cannot be questioned
or proved to be false; that
everyone accepts or
recognizes to be true

- The film is an undisputed
masterpiece of the 20th
century.

935

undoubted

adjective

used to emphasize that
something definitely exists
or is true

- The event was an undoubted
success.

936

unequivocal

adjective

expressing your opinion or
intention very clearly and
firmly

- She gave a typically
unequivocal answer.

937

unflagging

adjective

tireless; persistent

- His apparently unflagging
enthusiasm impressed her.
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

938

unflinching

adjective

not showing fear or
hesitation in the face of
danger or difficulty

- He has shown unflinching
determination throughout the
campaign.

939

unforgettable

adjective

impossible to forget; very
memorable

- A visit to Morocco is a truly
unforgettable experience.

940

unify

verb

to join the parts of a
country, region, or system
so that they form a single
unit or work together well;
join the people of a country,
region, or organization
together so that they have
the same aims and work
together well

- What we need is a unified
transport system.

941

unique

adjective

being the only one of its
kind; belonging to or
connected with only one
particular person, place, or
thing

- Every human being has a
unique fingerprint that does
not change over time.

Very special in a way that
makes someone or
something different from all
other people or things of
the same type

- The museum is of unique
historical importance.

to combine different
qualities to form something
new and complete; to join
the parts of a country so
that they form a single unit;
to join people so that they
have the same aims

- She unites keen business
skills with a charming
personality.

942

unite

verb
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No.
943

Word
unity

Parts of
Speech
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

the state of being in
agreement and working
together; the state of being
joined together as one

- European unity.

(in art etc.) the state of
looking or being complete
in a natural and pleasant
way

- The design lacks unity.

a single thing that many
consist of a number of
different parts

- If society is to exist as a
unity, its members must have
shared values.

944

universal

adjective

done by or involving all the
people in the world or in a
particular group

- A representative assembly is
a near universal feature of
modern democracies.

945

unleash

verb

to suddenly let a strong
force, emotion, etc, be felt
or have an effect; to
release from a restraint

- The failure of the talks could
unleash more fighting.

946

unparalleled

adjective

having no parallel or equal;
exceptional

- The sudden rise in
unemployment is unparalleled
in the post-war period.

947

unrepeatable

adjective

not able to be done or
made again

- An unrepeatable opportunity/
event/ offer/ moment.

948

unrivalled

adjective

better than everyone or
everything of the same type

- The television channel’s
coverage of foreign news is
unrivalled.

949

unspoilt

adjective

(of countryside) beautiful
because it has not been
changed or built on

- It’s a country of stunning
landscape and unspoilt
beaches.
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No.
950

951

952

Word
unusual

update

upgrade

Parts of
Speech
adjective

verb, noun

verb, noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

remarkable or interesting
because different from or
better than others

- A man of unusual talent.

not habitually or commonly
occurring or done

- A government has taken the
unusual step of calling home
its ambassador.

verb: to make something
more modern or up to date

- Security measures are
continually updated and
improved.

to give someone the latest
information about
something

- The reporter promised to
keep the viewers updated.

noun: an act of bringing
something or someone up
to date

- An update on recently
published crime figures.

verb: to raise to a higher
standard, in particular
improve equipment or
machinery by adding or
replacing components

- To upgrade the facilities.

noun: an act upgrading
something.
an improved or more
modern version of
something, especially a
piece of computing
equipment.
953

uplifted

adjective

feeling happier or more
hopeful

- Although it is an emotional
play, you leave the theatre
feeling strangely uplifted.
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

954

urgent

adjective

needing to be dealt with
immediately

- The situation calls for urgent
action.

955

utopian

adjective,
noun

adjective: modelled on or
aiming for a state in which
everything is perfect;
idealistic

- Utopian dreams/fantasies.

956

valid

adjective

adjective: that is legally or
officially acceptable

- A valid passport.

based on what is logical or
true

- She had valid reasons for not
supporting the proposals.

(computing) that is
accepted by the system

- A valid password.

to prove that something is
true

- To validate a theory.

957

validate

verb

to validate a contract

958

959

valuable

value

adjective

noun, verb

to state officially that
something is useful and of
an acceptable standard

- Check that their courses have
been validated by a reputable
organization.

very useful or important

- A valuable experience.

worth a lot of money

- Valuable antiques.

noun: the amount of money
that something is worth
the importance or worth of
something

- He realized the value of
education.

beliefs about what is right
and wrong and what is
important

- Moral values.

verb: to estimate the value
of something

- The property has been
valued at over $2 million.

to consider to be important
or worthwhile

- She had come to value her
privacy.
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)
- The café was a good vantage
point for watching the world go
by.

960

vantage point

noun

noun: a position from which
you watch something; a
point in time or a situation
from which you consider
something, especially the
past

961

varied

adjective

of many different kinds;
- The opportunities the job
consisting of things of many offers are many and varied.
different kinds

962

variety

noun

several different types of a
particular thing

- there is a wide variety of
patterns to choose from.

a type of a thing, for
example a plant or
language, that is different
from the others in the same
general group

- Apples come in a great many
varieties.

showing strong feeling;
forceful, passionate, or
intense

- Her voice was low but
vehement.

963

vehement

adjective
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No.
964

Word
venture

Parts of
Speech
noun, verb

Definition
noun: a business enterprise
involving considerable risk

Sample Sentence(s)
- Prospective business
ventures.

a risky or daring journey or
undertaking: pioneering
ventures into little-known
waters.
verb: to dare to do
something or go
somewhere that may be
dangerous or unpleasant

- She ventured out into the
blizzard.

to dare to do or say
something that may be
considered audacious
(often used as a polite
expression of hesitation or
apology)

- May I venture to add a few
comments?

to expose to the risk of loss

- His fortune is ventured in an
expedition over which he has
no control.

965

verify

verb

to make sure or
demonstrate that
something is true, accurate,
or justified

- His conclusions have been
verified by later experiments.

966

versatile

adjective

(of a person) able to do
many different things

- He’s a versatile actor who
has played a wide variety of
parts.

(of a thing) having many
different uses

- Eggs are easy to cook and
are an extremely versatile
food.

noun: a person who has
had long experience in a
particular field

- A veteran of the human-rights
movement.

adjective: having long
experience in a particular
field

- A veteran political reporter.

967

veteran

noun,
adjective
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No.

Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

968

viable

adjective

that can be done; that is
likely to be successful and
is therefore worth
considering or supporting

- There is no viable alternative.

969

vibrant

adjective

full of life and excitement

- A vibrant cosmopolitan city.

(of colours) bright and
strong

- The room was decorated in
vibrant blues and greens.

970

victory

noun

success in a game,
competition, election,
argument, or war

- The team are celebrating a 32 victory over Poland.

971

vigilant

adjective

keeping careful watch for
possible danger or
difficulties

- The burglar was spotted by
vigilant neighbours.

972

vigorous

adjective

showing great energy and
determination

- They conducted a vigorous
campaign against tax refund.

973

vintage

noun,
adjective

noun: denoting something
of high quality, especially
something from the past or
characteristic of the best
period of a person’s wok

- A vintage Sherlock Holmes
adventure.

adjective: of, relating to, or
denoting wine of high
quality

- Vintage claret.

974

visible

adjective

adjective: that can be seen;
that is obvious enough to
be noticed

- The house is clearly visible
from the beach.

975

vision

noun

noun: the ability to see

- Within my field of vision.

the ability to think about the
future with imagination or
wisdom

- The organization has lost its
vision and direction.

an experience of imagining
something, or of seeing
someone or something in a
dream or trance

- A prophetic vision.
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No.
976

977

Word
vista

visual

Parts of
Speech
noun

adjective,
noun

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a pleasing view

- There’s a marvellous vista
from the hotel balcony.

an imagined future event or
situation

- Vistas of freedom seemed to
open ahead of him.

adjective: relating to seeing
or sight

- The child has visual defects.

noun: a picture, piece of
film, or display used to
illustrate or accompany
something.
978

vital

adjective

adjective: essential

- Bean sprouts contain many of
the vitamins that are vital for
health.

979

vitality

noun

noun: (in a person, place,
or work of art) energy and
enthusiasm

- She is bursting with vitality
and new ideas.

980

vivacious

adjective

adjective: having a lively,
attractive character or
per976sonality

- He had three pretty,
vivacious daughters.

981

vivid

adjective

adjective: producing
powerful feelings or strong,
clear images in the mind

- Memories of that evening
were still vivid.

(of colours) intensely bright
and strong

- His eyes were a vivid green.

noun: a kind of work or way
of life that you strongly
believe is particularly
suitable for you, especially
one that involved helping
other people; a belief in this

- Nursing is not just a job - it’s a
vocation.

a person’s employment or
main occupation, especially
regarded a particularly
worthy and requiring great
dedication

- Her vocation as a poet.

982

vocation

noun
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No.
983

Word
vogue

Parts of
Speech
noun,
adjective

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

noun: a fashion for
something

- The vogue for child-centred
education.

adjective: popular;
fashionable

- ‘Citizenship ‘was to be the
government’s vogue word.

984

voyage

noun

noun: a long journey,
especially by sea or in
space

- The spacecraft began its
voyage to Mars.

985

warrant

noun, verb

noun: a document issued
by a legal or government
official authorizing the
police or some other body
to make an arrest, search
premises, or carry out
some other action relating
to the administration of
justice

- Magistrates issued a warrant
for his arrest.

a document that entitles the
holder to receive goods,
money, or services

- We’ll issue you with a travel
warrant.

justification or authority for
an action, belief, or feeling

- There is no warrant for this
assumption.

verb: to justify or
necessitate a certain
course of action

- There is not enough new
evidence to warrant a
reference to the Court of
appeal.

to officially affirm or the
report

- The vendor warrants the
accuracy of the report.

986

watchful

adjective

adjective: watching or
observing someone or
something closely; alert
and vigilant

- They attended dances under
the watchful eye of their
father.

987

watershed

noun

noun: an event or period of
time when an important
change takes place

- The granting of the vote
represented a watershed for
the rights of women.
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Word

Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

988

wealth

noun

noun: a large amount of
money and property that a
person, organization, or
country owns; the state of
being rich

- She called for a redistribution
of wealth and power in society.

989

weigh

verb

verb: to assess the nature
or importance of, especially
with a view to a decision or
action

- The consequences of the
move would need to be very
carefully weighed.

(weight against) to compare - they need to weigh benefit
the importance of one
against risk.
factor with that of another

990

weight

noun, verb

to influence a decision or
action; to be considered
important

- The evidence weighed
heavily against him.

noun: the ability of
someone or something to
influence decisions or
actions

- A recommendation by the
committee will carry great
weight.

the importance attached to
something

- Individuals differ in the weight
they attach to various aspects
of a job.

verb: to attach importance
or value to

- Speaking, reading, and
writing should be weighted
equally in the assessment.

(be weighted) to be
planned or arranged so as
to put a specified person,
group, or factor in a
position of advantage or
disadvantage

- The balance of power is
weighted in favour of the
government.

991

welcoming

adjective

adjective: pleased to
welcome guests; generous
and friendly to visitors

- He found the locals extremely
welcoming.

992

well disposed

adjective

adjective: having a positive,
sympathetic, or friendly
attitude towards someone
or something

- The company is well
disposed to the idea of
partnership.
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Parts of
Speech

Definition

Sample Sentence(s)

993

well founded

adjective

adjective: (especially of a
suspicion or belief) on good
evidence or reasons

- Their apprehensions were
well founded.

994

well known

adjective

adjective: known widely or
thoroughly

- A well known television
personality.

995

well-reasoned

adjective

adjective: supported by
logic or good sense

- Her analysis was well
reasoned.

996

well researched adjective

adjective: being the result
of a thorough systematic
investigation

- His story lines are always
well researched.

997

well written

adjective

adjective: skillfully
composed in a clear and
elephant style

- The text book is
comprehensive and well
written.

998

wholehearted

adjective

adjective: complete and
enthusiastic

- The plan was given
wholehearted support.

999

wide-ranging

adjective

adjective: including or
dealing with a large number
of different subjects or
areas

- The commission has been
given wide-ranging powers.

1000

widespread

adjective

adjective: existing or
happening over a large
area or among many
people

- The storm caused
widespread damage.

1001

window

noun

noun: a means of observing - Television is a window on the
and learning about
world.
something

1002

winning

adjective

an interval or opportunity
for action

- The parliamentary recess
offers a good window for a bid.

adjective: that wins or has
won something, for
example a race or
competition

- Next week we will publish the
winning entry in the short story
competition.
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Speech

Definition
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1003

winsome

adjective

adjective: attractive or
appealing in appearance or
character

- A winsome smile.

1004

wise

adjective

adjective: (of people) able
to make sensible decisions
and give good advice
because of the experience
and knowledge that they
have

- A wise old man.

(of actions and behaviour)
sensible; based on good
judgement

- A wise decision.

adjective: (of a person,
thing, or activity) of or
among the best in the world

- A world-class university.

1005

world-class

adjective
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