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The Funny Farm

“Madness in great ones must not unwatched go.”
William Shakespeare — Hamlet

According to a historical anecdote, a professor at George Washington Uni-
versity once told a rather astonishing story to the president of the university 
during an evening dinner.  The professor mentioned that one of his students, 
Lafayette Ronald Hubbard, had gone missing.  He claimed to have found this 
student at the nearby St. Elizabeth’s Mental Hospital where he was wearing a 
straightjacket and confined in a padded cell.  Kicking and screaming, Hubbard 
was claiming he was Jesus Christ.
 Before we attempt to evaluate the potential accuracy and implications of 
this anecdote, it is important to make it very clear that there are a lot of people 
who might have an agenda for making such a claim.  Besides discrediting 
Hubbard for whatever reason, there are also those who would somehow feel 
relieved or vindicated, even if only for a short while, if it could be proven or 
even reasonably established that L. Ron Hubbard was certifiably insane.  
 This story found its way to the internet by way of Arnie Lerma, a former 
Scientologist and member of L. Ron Hubbard’s Sea Organizaton (referred 
to as the Sea Org).  Although Arnie would be considered a hostile witness in 
a court of law with regard to the subject of L. Ron Hubbard or Scientology, 
this does not mean that his story is inaccurate.  According to him, it came to 
him as a result of having known the son of the former president of George 
Washington University.  Arnie’s competence in electronics led to him in-
stalling a sound system in a restaurant in Arlington, Virginia.  The man who 
owned the restaurant subsequently read about Arnie’s wars with Scientology, 
contacted him, and told him the above story.  The professor who originated 
the information in question was a psychologist named Mossell (phonetic 
spelling).  If we take the story at face value, Arnie could have made up a much 
better and more detailed story if he was trying to serve an agenda.  
 While I cannot tell you the precise truth of this situation, my intuition and 
investigation skills tell me that it should not be dismissed.  If one treats it as a 
hypothetical truth, it reveals a rather interesting and expository connection 
between Hubbard and the world of insanity.  There is no question that Hub-
bard has at least one thing in common with certain insane people and that is 
the ability to access tremendous power.  In the case of some insane people, 
they are known to possess virtually insurmountable physical strength when 
they are worked up.  While Hubbard was not known to be insurmountably 
physically strong in this respect, he was certainly rather formidable from a 
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mental standpoint in that his will was known to overcome or command large 
numbers of people.  The insane are also known to be very willful at times.  If 
they are intelligent and cunning, they can be all the more challenging to deal 
with.  While it might be arguable to compare physical strength with mental 
strength in terms of insanity, I think it is a fair comparison.  Both Joseph Stalin 
and Adolph Hitler are considered to be insane, and they exerted an extreme 
mental power over their people.  All force is not physical.
   In this chapter, I am going to examine Hubbard’s connection to St. Eliza-
beth’s Mental Hospital, a place which he admittedly frequented, and how it fits 
into a logical paradigm which helps explain some of the tremendous power 
and influence he exerted over others.   First, however, we will examine his 
first ostensible link to St. Elizabeth’s.
 Hubbard attributes his early interest in the human mind to Commander 
Snake Thompson, a neurosurgeon and medical officer of the U.S. Navy whose 
real name was Joseph Cheesman Thompson.  Thompson was part of ONI, the 
Office of Naval Intelligence, and served as a spy in pre-World War I Japan with 
Consuelo Andrew Seoane, an in-law of  L. Ron Hubbard’s family.  Seoane was 
a deep operative in the ONI.  Thompson was later sent to Vienna by the U.S. 
Navy to study psychoanalysis directly under Sigmund Freud.  According to 
Hubbard’s own words, it was Thompson who stuck his nose into books on 
the human mind while visiting the Library of Congress. 
 In order that you get an idea of the powerful controversy that L. Ron 
Hubbard could and can still generate, it is important to point out that Hub-
bard’s claim to knowing Commander Thompson was at one time virulently 
refuted.  Long before the internet became a household device, Hubbard’s 
adversaries denied his association with Commander Thompson by assert-
ing, with very passionate if not absolutely convincing rhetoric, that there 
were no records of the man.  In other words, they stated that Thompson did 
not exist and Hubbard was just making up his past history.  The Church of 
Scientology, however, responded with equal suspicion, making claims that 
Thompson existed and “proving” it by citing their discovery of a relative in 
an old phone book whom they had called to confirm his existence.  This was 
clearly a rhetorical war by each side hoping to realize some sort of imagined 
“gain” by convincing others of their own particular opinions in this matter.  
All of these rhetorical claims took a back seat with the advent of the internet 
whereupon it was evidenced beyond any shadow of a doubt that Commander 
Thompson did indeed exist.  While Hubbard’s precise relationship with this 
man will always be questioned by some, it is obvious that the two men knew 
each other and probably quite well.  The exact nature of their relationship, 
however, is perhaps not as significant as the virulence with which both sides 
argued the point; and I use this as only one example with regard to Hubbard’s 
history.  Some of it is vague and some of it is not accurate.  What stands out, 
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however, more than any of the inaccuracies, is the virulence by which different 
factions seek to either negate of promote various claims about his history as 
well as the relative validity of his brain children: Dianetics and Scientology.  
Emotional opinions and tactics cloud both his adversaries and his proponents.  
 Hubbard had power.  No one will deny that.  Thousands if not millions 
have either chosen or felt compelled to struggle psychologically with the 
legacy of that power if only to reconcile their experiences in their own minds.  
When someone becomes virulent, on either side of the issue, it is an exercise 
of emotional hostility that is seeking to either quell another  or the expressed 
point of view of another.  Such a reaction is an attempt to neutralize the po-
tential power that an opposing viewpoint might represent.  The most obvious 
reason for people reacting to Hubbard’s power in a negative way is that it either 
threatens them or might possibly disempower them or perhaps others.  In 
their own way, they are either reacting to Hubbard’s power or playing off of it.  
 Although Hubbard passed away in January of 1986 at the age of 74, the 
legacy of his power is very much alive to the degree that people are contentious 
about his legacy and fight over the prospects of it.  He is the only author in 
history to have his work preserved in titanium vaults, duplicated on numerous 
continents, so as to preserve it in case of apocalyptic type events.
 So it is that Hubbard’s first claim to learning about the human mind is 
immersed in extreme controversy.  It is easy to find such controversy swirling 
around most every key point in his life.  We know that Hubbard was able to 
exert considerable power over the minds of others or at least to persuade them 
in a powerful way.  Such controversy is a symptom of power.  If Hubbard was 
just milk toast, no one would care.  The question for many, however, becomes, 
“Was this the power of a calculating and cunning individual who had been 
encouraged if not trained by an ONI officer or an insane man who had once 
been in a straightjacket at St. Elizabeth’s?”
 If we examine Commander Snake Thompson’s known history a little 
further, we discover that he was raised in Japan by missionary parents in the 
wake of Commodore Matthew Perry’s forced “commercial invasion” of Japan.  
Fluent in Japanese, Thompson was known as a renaissance man who immersed 
himself in Asian culture and could read Sanskrit as well.
 Although it is neither well understood nor appreciated — as well as not 
being the subject of this current work — the hostilely enforced trade upon 
Japan by the United States was not only the historical precursor to World War 
II, it was at the behest of railroad barons who wanted to build a trans-Siberian 
railroad whose line would extend from Moscow across Siberia, down to the 
Korean Peninsula and across the very narrow straight to Japan.  Although the 
exact religious denomination of Thompson’s parents is unknown, the tradi-
tional first imperative of economic Western invasion of a foreign culture is 
to send Christian missionaries into an area.  Besides Thompson’s history as a 
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deep cover spy in pre-World War I Japan, his life situation groomed him to be 
an asset of the highest order for the Office of Naval Intelligence and whatever 
agenda the latter might have had for serving Western economic interests.*

 Hubbard is said to have met Thompson while on a cruise from Seattle to 
the East Coast.  The two had a lot of time to spend together, and it is quite 
likely that Hubbard’s claimed familiarity and knowledge of Asian culture was 
in no small part the result of his acquaintance with Thompson.  Hubbard also 
supplemented this knowledge with his own visitations to the Orient.   
 In addition to being a neurosurgeon and a colorful character in the ONI, 
Commander Thompson was also a close colleague of William Alanson White, 
an American neurologist and eminent American psychiatrist of his day who 
was a professor at George Washington University at the same time that he 
was also the superintendent of nearby Saint Elizabeth’s Mental Hospital.  
 As Hubbard attended both a prep school in the area as well as George 
Washington University, it provided a window of opportunity for him to 
have continued his friendship with Thompson but also to form the special 
relationship he claimed to have had with White, a man he credits for helping 
him discover Dianetics and Scientology. 
 Through his friendship with Thompson, Hubbard said that he was able to 
attend so many lectures given at Naval hospitals that he was able to become 
generally conversant with psychoanalysis as it had been exported from Austria 
by Freud.  To understand the context in which L. Ron Hubbard came of age 
with regard to his studies of the human mind, it is import to understand that 
it occurred not only with the key players involved at St. Elizabeth’s but on the 
grounds of the facility itself.  St. Elizabeth’s was actually a colloquial name for 
what was originally designated as the Government Hospital for the Insane.  
It was established in 1855 as the first federally funded institute for the insane 
with the military also using it for the care of their mentally ill personnel.
 It found another use during and immediately after the Civil War.  Wounded 
soldiers were admitted who had no place else to be hospitalized.  When the 
soldiers wrote home, they did not want to say they were staying at the Gov-
ernment Hospital for the Insane, so they began to refer to it as St. Elizabeth’s 
although that was not the official name until 1916.  All of these wounded 
soldiers were suffering extreme trauma which we now refer to as PTSD or 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  In some way, shape or form, L. Ron Hub-
bard found himself attending a university that served, in conjunction with St. 
Elizabeth’s, as a historical focal point for treating those who suffered PTSD.  
 When I first examined all of these connections, I could not help but won-
der if Hubbard had indeed ended up in a straight jacket by reason of being 
subjected to shock treatments in this environment.  Doing a little research, 
* The English word tycoon, by which Perry was referred to by the Japanese (as he represented 
imperialists whom they deeply resented), derives from the Japanese word taikun, meaning shogun. 
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I soon found out that William White was a vigorous and vocal opponent of 
any type of shock therapy.  If such did happen, it is not likely that it came from 
White nor from Thompson who was a staunch ally of the former and most 
definitely was not a fan of such therapy.  Shock treatment, imported from 
Europe, did not really become prevalent until Hubbard left Washington.
 There were, however, two famous lobotomists in the environment.   
These were James W. Watts, a neurosurgeon and a member of the faculty of 
George Washington University Hospital.  The other was Walter Freeman, a 
neurologist and psychiatrist who was the head of the neurology department 
at George Washington University.  Together, both of these men performed 
the infamous lobotomy on Rosemary Kennedy, ruining her life.  Freeman 
was not even a surgeon and had the reputation of a butcher.  While White 
was an opponent of both shock treatment and lobotomies, I do not think 
there is anyone who demonstrated themselves to be a more vocal critic of 
these two “therapies” other than L. Ron Hubbard.  Lobotomies were not a 
common practice at either George Washington University nor St. Elizabeth’s 
until White had passed away and Hubbard was long gone.
 Circumstances do not suggest that Hubbard’s alleged straightjacket 
incident was the result of either shock treatment or a lobotomy.  It is pos-
sible, however, if we want to speculate, that he might have been the subject 
of exploratory surgery by his neurosurgeon friend, Dr. Thompson.  The only 
reason I suggest this possibility is because of Hubbard’s own vague references 
in his taped lectures to having been on an operating table and experiencing 
“out of the body” phenomena.  His time at George Washington University 
and St. Elizabeth’s would present a window of opportunity for such.
 As Freud was an advocate of drug use in psychoanalysis, it is also quite 
possible that Hubbard was subjected to some sort of drug therapy at the 
behest of Dr. Thompson.  He was certainly not shy about using drugs in his 
later life.  An accidental overdose or a deliberately induced overdose could 
be the explanation for the alleged straightjacket incident.  If it did indeed oc-
cur, it was quite possibly a temporary reaction to an experiment that did not 
work out so well.  Mega doses and extreme conditioning are long-honored 
techniques when it comes to disciplining and conditioning the mind, body, 
and soul.  They have been used in the martial arts and religion throughout 
history.  In and of itself, the field of psychology was relatively new as Hubbard 
came of age.  Prior to that, however, the subject of psychology had its own 
niche in religion, martial arts, and also politics.  We may never know the truth 
about the colorful anecdote of the straightjacket, but in such an environment, 
especially as a somewhat naive student, Hubbard would have been a prime 
candidate for avant-garde experimentation.
 When we put all the available facts and stories together, it paints a picture 
that L. Ron Hubbard was exposed to the country’s leading practitioners in 
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the field of psychoanalysis and psychiatry.  When you consider his later life, 
there is no question that his familiarity with these subjects was so great that 
it spawned his future vocation as the founder of an institution which was 
based largely upon techniques concerned with mental therapy.  Hubbard 
always spoke of Commander Thompson with high regard as a mentor and 
inspiration.  In my estimation, based upon all that I have read as well as my 
own inside personal exposure to Hubbard, he would have been directly 
schooled in Freudian therapy and would also have served as a therapist in 
some capacity, if only as a “student”.  Hubbard would have received a certain 
amount of psychoanalysis as well.  In his later life, Hubbard would emphati-
cally advocate that it was vital to sit on both sides of the desk.
 It was during this period that Hubbard attended George Washington 
University.  Detractors have always pointed out with great feverishness that 
he got poor grades, and they particularly like to cite that he failed a class in 
“Atomic and Molecular Phenomena”, the first class of its kind in a subject that 
is now known as Nuclear Physics.   In his own writings, the aforementioned 
Arnie Lerma (who we can thank for bringing us the colorful story of Hub-
bard in a straightjacket) astutely points out that it is rather difficult to get 
such poor grades IF you are at least attending the classes.  He suggests that 
Hubbard might have indeed been spending most of his time elsewhere, the 
most likely location being St. Elizabeth’s.
 Hubbard most definitely had an arguably healthy contempt for what 
might be called “learned men” which would refer to those with diplomas who 
were neither doers nor achievers.  While there are many brilliant people who 
have university degrees and have been actual achievers, there are also those 
who hide behind a diploma and are neither distinguished nor particularly 
brilliant.   Whether you agree with this or not is beside the point.  Hubbard 
most definitely was not enamored of such people.  If he was not an early 
mover and shaker within the cutting edge community of  Freudian psychol-
ogy in America, he was certainly privy to the major player who was; and by 
extension, to Thompson’s other connections in the world of psychiatry and 
mental health.  As much as was possible, Hubbard was learning from the 
horse’s mouth; and such first-hand experience was just not available at George 
Washington University nor any other university of the time.  His forays into 
learning about the human mind under live laboratory-like circumstances 
would have made his psychology class seem like milk-toast.  Although he 
has been virulently attacked throughout the years for not having a degree of 
any kind, it never seemed to bother him.  He was not the type to capitulate 
to the mores of a society that he considered was lacking in knowledge to the 
point where it did not really educate people in an honest manner.  Once again, 
you do not have to agree but do understand that this was his view.  He most 
definitely did not fit in with the typical mind-set of common students, none 
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of whom would have been inclined nor capable of creating an organizational 
movement such as Dianetics and Scientology.  Hubbard’s lack of a degree is 
really an irrelevant matter with regard to his own efforts as it would not have 
satisfied nor deterred his detractors.
 While we can argue about how peripheral Hubbard’s involvement might 
have been with movers and shakers such as Dr. Thompson and Dr. White 
and their role in the premier American institution for dealing with insanity, 
we can also make a case that he was learning about and possibly, if not likely, 
engaged in techniques and information that were state-of-the-art for that time 
period.  When  you throw in Snake Thompson’s connections to the Office of 
Naval Intelligence, it opens the door to other potentials as well.
 After White died and Thompson relocated to San Francisco, St. Elizabeth’s 
was taken over by Dr. Winfred Overholser and shock treatment became 
prevalent if not the order of the day.  Dr. White would never allow it.  By 
this time, Hubbard was making a living primarily by writing pulp fiction.  
The old guard that resisted shock therapy and lobotomy was now long 
gone from St. Elizabeth’s.  Overholser spoke fluent German and eventually 
became a part of the Office of Strategic Services when Colonel Wild Bill 
Donovan enlisted his support for studying Nazi methods of interrogation 
through drugs; in particular, mescaline.  He became known as the Chairman 
of the “Truth Drug Committee” of the OSS.  Overholser was also used to 
recruit Nazi scientists for repatriation as a part of Project Paperclip.  In the 
early fifties, in his book Science of Survival, Hubbard became the first person 
to expose the operations of the “Truth Drug Committee” when he wrote 
about Pain-Drug-Hypnosis whereby a subject would be induced with pain 
and drugs to influence their behavior.
 One of Overholser’s close colleagues was Dr. Webb Haymaker who also 
spoke German and recruited for Project Paperclip.  Together, they recruited 
Dr. Hubertus Strughold, a Nazi scientist who was in charge of human experi-
mentation at Dachau but eventually assumed high-ranking medical positions 
with both the U.S. Air Force and NASA, whereupon he became known as “The 
Father of Space Medicine”.  Overholser, Haymaker, and Strughold were all 
responsible for experiments using radiation to affect brain centers.  Strughold 
eventually suffered public dishonor because of his Nazi history that included 
the death of human beings by reason of his experiments.
 In the 1990s, George Washington University became a focal point for 
investigation with regard to radiation experiments conducted upon human 
beings.  Although the findings produced many instances of inhumane experi-
mentation, the investigation was said to be a whitewash with regard to the 
actual circumstances.  It should also be noted that Hubbard has been cited 
as having been a victim of such experimentation.  Proof of such, however, is 
not going to be forthcoming by the very nature of the matter at hand.
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 Besides absorbing Nazi research, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, under the 
direct stewardship of Overholser, became a laboratory for projects such as 
MK-ULTRA, CHATTER, BLUEBIRD, AND ARTICHOKE. 
 In his later years, Hubbard would become adversarial with the institution of 
psychiatry; and this was especially in concert with his former mentors although 
Hubbard’s position was vehement and extreme to the point of being fanatical.  
His old stomping grounds had been taken over by secret projects that were not 
in the public interest and served an agenda that is highly questionable by any 
reasonable standards.  In the 1960s, he hired private investigators and based 
upon their information made an intelligence hypothesis that the World Bank 
was behind various attacks on Scientology and that these were instigated by 
Mary Appleby, the Secretary of the National Association of Mental Health 
in England, her uncle being Otto Niemeyer of the World Bank.  Niemeyer, 
according to independent sources, facilitated the laundering of gold from 
Czechoslovakia to the benefit of the Nazis.  
 According to another independent source (Mind Control, World Control 
by Jim Keith), The British National Association for Mental Health was the 
brainchild of Lord Montagu Norman, the Governor of the Bank of England 
who was prone to mental problems and hospitalizations.  He had been a strong 
supporter of Hitler prior to World War II.  Montagu essentially renamed the 
National Council of Mental Hygiene, which had pushed eugenics before 
the war, and called it the British National Association for Mental Health or 
NAMH.  The officers of the NAMH were all Nazi sympathizers and included 
Richard Austen Butler, the Earl of Feversham, Priscilla Reyntiens Worsthorne 
Norman, and Niemeyer.
 While all of the above information might set the table for considerable 
drama to be played out, this is not my purpose.  I am only trying to give you 
a genuine view of how Hubbard viewed the world, and that includes his op-
ponents, whether real or imagined.  While he was fervent, if not fanatical, in 
his convictions, he was also not alone when it came to the assessment of his 
chosen opponents.  Had he not elected to embark upon a mission of personal 
power, however, none of the above drama would have played out to the degree 
it did in his own life.  It was his own choices that led to the drama.
 While this book will embrace certain aspects of global intrigue, it will 
primarily be from the reference point of Hubbard’s mind and how it affected 
him and his followers.  It is not my job to convince you that there is a world 
conspiracy that seeks to control the world through psychiatry.  For those of 
you who do want to take this into conspiratorial realms, however, there is a 
great irony at work here and that has to do with what became of St. Elizabeth’s 
hospital.  Only a small percentage of the records were retained by the National 
Archives before the building was razed and the very land where the hospital 
had stood eventually became the Office of Homeland Security.


