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YEAR
A look back at the year that was
with our founder Louise Dean

The past year has been difficult for so many and we
are sending all of you our thoughts. While it may seem
there’s little good that's come out of the global
pandemic, I take heart in the lessons we have learned.
We can’t cut ourselves off from each other, neither
country against country, nor person to person. Our
well-being is linked one to the other. We've discovered
how much we thrive on ideas, art, entertainment and
conversation and how vital it is. We've learned too that
most of us would choose lifestyle over money. We've
come to treasure our home lives and friends more than
ever, and our time.
We've been lucky enough to live if not in boom times
then Zoom times, and we have had a few good grins
over the internet, seeing friendly faces from across so
many seas and time zones. I want to thank you for the
smiles. The Novelry was born back in 2017 out of my
desire to no longer write alone. Hence the octopus
logo, with one shared mind of combined experience
and many tentacles writing. But I never imagined it
could be this good, or that I'd learn so much.
In the last year, writing together has provided us with
great company. We can choose our moments, to write
or regroup. We share the good days and the bad days
with our fellow writers who know to treat those
imposters the same and get back to the desk with a
rueful smile at having been quite so self-damning,
knowing we're not alone.

The funny thing
about dreams is
that they speak to
you.

We have evolved a lively programme of writing events to
keep you smiling, with regular weekly sessions and special
bestselling author events too.
The year’s highlight for me was our boxset of six
masterclasses with the inimitable Meg Rosoff – Magic with
Meg. Every session was a wake-up call to get back to the
desk with new swagger. If you’re in need of inspiration and
motivation, I challenge you not to want to write after spending
time with Meg. Enjoy these sessions in our Catch Up TV area
over the holidays and head towards the new page of the new
year with a spring in your step – and a dangerously good idea
or two!
We added The Big Idea, the Ultimate Manuscript Assessment
and the Spotlight Edit to our offering this year. Our courses
have been overhauled and updated to give you the support
and structure that will help make your writing life easier. Lean
on us. Enjoy regular cheering sessions with your author tutor.
This year we welcomed the wondrous Polly Ho-Yen,
Mahsuda Snaith, Tasha Suri and Jack Jordan to the team.
And so, from my formerly lonely days of writing solo, I now
find myself blessed with the company of so many writers,
both on our team and you – our members. There's not a day
goes by I don't feel very lucky. We have so much fun, and
writing should be fun. After all, why not? We create a place
we want to be when we write. That's powerful, life-changing
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With the arrival of our expert editorial team from Penguin
Random House and Titan Books, we’ve been able to offer
insights on your work-in-progress that can fast track you to
the top of the literary agents' submission pile. Knowing the
editors well, literary agents have been pleased to work with
Lizzy Goudsmit Kay, herself a published author, Tash Barsby,
Lily Lindon – also an author – and Craig Leyenaar. We’ve
been delighted to welcome exciting literary agencies from
both London and New York to The Novelry’s partnership
roster.
I am looking forward to seeing our USA-based writers in New
York at a small gathering this December if – fingers crossed –
it's still possible. We were able to get together in a breezily
ventilated outdoor space in London in August with a party on
the good ship HMS The Novelry. We will look forward to more
sparkling events in the future.
We wish you peace (to write) and plenty (of support) in the
coming year, and you can be sure we’re standing by to cheer
you on day in, day out. Writing can provide us all, each and
every one, with so much joy (and mischief) on the quiet.
(Shush. Don't tell anyone.) Let's enjoy our secret, safe space,
until the day we're ready to share with the world that little old
book we just happened to cook up in the hour-a-day we took
for ourselves.

Happy writing, Louise

THE BEST OF 2021

THE
BLOG
A round-up of our writing features
with Katie Khan

The weekly blog at The Novelry has made for
fascinating reading across the year, offering a glimpse
into the writing life of bestselling authors as well as
advice and insights from our in-house team. Every
Sunday morning I make a cup of tea larger than my
own head and settle down to enjoy the blog – which is
why we call it the Sunday papers for writers.
In a series of articles, our crack team of professional
editors have lifted the lid on publishing. Lizzy Goudsmit
Kay demystified the book acquisition process from "the
other side" and Lily Lindon showed us how to write a
brilliant summary ("your synopsis is your novel in
miniature"). Tash Barsby wrote about the important
issue of appropriation in literature, and Craig Leyenaar
discussed the vital ingredients that bring fantasy and
science fiction to life.
Our author tutors have inspired us to keep writing.
From Emylia Hall's article on finding motivation and
Mahsuda Snaith's piece on writing together
("bracken!") to Tasha Suri writing about finding wonder
in the everyday, we've found the spur we need to carry
on with our novels. Jack Jordan told us how to grip
your readers and I explored what makes a good and
intriguing character flaw.
And of course, our guest authors, who've given us so
much honesty and insight in their live Q&A sessions,
have also put pen to paper for The Novelry blog.

THE NOVELRY BLOG

WRITING
TIPS
The incomparable comic novelist
Kathy Lette made us roar with
laughter in the summer with her
bitingly funny advice for new
writers. "As many of you writers
at The Novelry will know, the
best thing about being a writer is
that you get to work in your PJs
all day, drink heavily on the job
and have affairs and call it
'research'."
Meanwhile Rachel Edwards,
acclaimed author of Lucky and
Darling, hit the nail on the head
with how to know when you're
ready to start the next novel.
"Living with two first-person
voices going at each other in my
head day and night actually felt
closer to how I had imagined
being possessed than being
pregnant."
Write what you know? The
Sunday Times bestselling author
of The Lamplighters, Emma
Stonex, disagrees: "Writers are
curious. If this isn’t a job about
occupying new worlds, what is?"
Katherine Rundell, the awardwinning children's author of
Rooftoppers, brought home the
importance of writing with
imagination, whatever the genre:
"Imagination is not and never
has been optional: it is at

the heart of everything, the
thing that allows us to
experience the world from the
perspectives of others: the
condition precedent of love
itself."
Queen of Crime, Val McDermid
herself, took on narrative
structure in a blisteringly
insightful blog: "One of the
questions that comes up again
and again when I’m working
with aspiring writers is, ‘How do
I know where to start?’ The
answer I usually give is simple.
Imagine you’re having a drink
with your best friend. Where
would you start telling them
your story in a way that makes
sense?"
While Lucy Foley, million-copyselling author of The Guest List
and The Hunting Party,
deciphered the enduring
popularity of closed circle
mysteries: "There is the
guarantee of a solution and
often a sense of moral
certainty, perhaps even a
righting of wrongs, despite the
bloodshed. This has a certain
appeal amidst the chaos and
apparent randomness of real
life, in which the guilty aren’t
always caught and punished, or
forced to atone for past acts."

THE NOVELRY BLOG

WRITING
TIPS
Many of our guest authors
wrote about their own routines.
Rachel Joyce, the multi-millioncopy-selling author of The
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold
Fry, urged: "Find time every
day to write. It might only be ten
minutes but that’s okay. Find
your writing time. No one else
is going to say to you, Would
you like to write now? So you
are going to have to be brave
and say it yourself. Find out
when is your good writing time.
(Mine is very early in the
morning. It’s like secret time.)"
Erin Kelly, the Sunday Times
bestselling author of He Said,
She Said, listens to
instrumental music to get into a
story: "At first, nothing
happened. But then eventually
something did. It was as it
became more familiar, as I
anticipated the next variation
and discovered a new detail."
You might not think that
watching YouTube videos
counts as novel research, but
Mike Gayle, author of All the
Lonely People, is here to sing
its praises! "Where else for
instance would I have been
able to find footage of rural
Jamaica in the 1950s, a blue

beat dance from the same era
and Pathé newsreels created
for UK consumption about the
Empire Windrush, the ship
which carried the first arrivals
from the Caribbean who had
been called to 'the mother
country' to help with England’s
labour shortfall following World
War II?"
Children's fiction writer Piers
Torday reminded us not to
forget to play! "Keep it fun. Ask
one character to give a wartsand-all, no filter description of
another. You might be
surprised at what comes out."
And Nikesh Shukla, author of
the acclaimed memoir Brown
Baby, reminded us all why
we're doing this thing. "A novel
is a piece of your soul, on the
page, for everyone to hold
within themselves. It is the way
you see the world and the way
you see yourself and the way
you see us. It’s your
interrogation of the universe."
It's been a wonderful year on
The Novelry blog and with a fab
line-up of guests for the coming
year, we can't wait to read more
tips, tricks, hints and advice
from a broad range of writers!

THE NOVELRY LIST FOR 2022

LIVE
EVENTS
Our writing season gets off to a
rip-roaring start with six
masterclasses to get your novel
started in style with Adele
Parks. Adele is the author of 21
Sunday Times bestsellers in 21
years. One a year! She's no
slouch. She'll be sharing her
ruthless process with us every
Sunday evening for six weeks
starting this March. Just time
for you to settle into our course,
get your idea and story straight
and put pen to paper in good
company under Adele's
instruction.
We continue our programme of
award-winning and bestselling
live author sessions at The
Novelry, kicking off 2022 with
Diana Evans. Diana Evans is
the award-winning, bestselling
author of Ordinary People, The
Wonder and 26a.
Her prize nominations include
the Guardian and
Commonwealth Best First Book

Awards, and she was the
inaugural winner of the Orange
Award for New Writers.
A book of the year in the New
Yorker, Ordinary People
received the South Bank Sky
Arts Award, and was shortlisted
for the Women’s Prize for
Fiction, the Rathbones Folio
Prize and the Orwell Prize for
Political Fiction.
Followed by star turns from
every genre of fiction, including
Stacey Halls, Abir Mukherjee,
Claire Douglas, Clare
Mackintosh, Ajay Chowdhury,
and literary agents and
publishing professionals too,
you can expect insights and
soundbites to power you
through your writing year. Not
to mention the consolation of
knowing you're not alone; every
writer, no matter how many
times they've been published, is
always learning.

"I went hurtling down an empty wooden track of inexcusable
blandness and realised I was getting properly stuck, like when you
put your arm into the ripped lining of your coat instead of into the
sleeve. I tend to side with Nabokov: the author is in control of the
characters [...] So I took them for a walk."
Diana Evans

THE NOVELRY LIST FOR 2022

REGULAR
CLASSES
Every Tuesday at 3pm GMT we meet online for our Story Clinic. Hosted each week by a
different author tutor, it's the drop-in clinic for writers at any stage of their writing keen to get a
fast diagnosis of what ails them. Bring your problems! Remember, at The Novelry we love
problems in fiction! Why? Well, the ingenuity is in the fix. When you work around an issue in
your story, you make the story better, and more original. There is not a problem we can't fix
when we put our heads together. Embrace the problems, enjoy the fun of the fix. Join us!

Once a month, our founder Louise Dean hosts a special Sunday evening get-together at 8pm
GMT for all our writers to come along with a cuppa or a glass of wine online. Meet your fellow
writers from all over the world, at all stages of their writing. Catch up with the news, find out
who's writing what, and get your writing week off to a cracking start with a few smiles.

Monthly Workshops:

Special Events:

The Firestarter is our annual competition (February/March) for the best opening to a novel. The winner is decided by
our members' votes and receives a cash prize and submission to our sponsoring literary agency partners. This year, it's
Mushens Entertainment, home to bestselling authors Richard Osman, Jessie Burton, and Abigail Dean.

THE NOVELRY LIST FOR 2022

A WRITING
YEAR

Our Book in a Year programme is structured to support you through every stage of writing your book. We'll keep you
on track to complete your book. With daily lessons on our four courses – from idea, through plotting and planning,
creation, getting the words down, and revising and editing your novel to a publishing standard – you'll get the
support you and your story need with personal one-to-one coaching from our team of authors and editors.
You can choose the author you'd most like to work with. But how to choose? Well, after you've come up with the Big
Idea, built your story with the Classic Course, and taken a look at it from every angle in the first seven days of the
Novel Course, we'll ask you to put together a one-page plan using our special template, to a format we know likely
to please readers, publishers and agents. We don't leave your success to chance. We think about story, story, story
before you put pen to paper. It will be pretty obvious at this point who your tutor should be, once we have sight of
what you're writing. But don't worry. As a team, we look at each and every writer's story plan, and we'll be sure to
recommend the right author tutor for you. At The Novelry, you're free to choose your author and swap and benefit
from any of our expertise as and when you want. We never forget that in this small but precious part of your life, you
get to call the shots. We'll give you our best advice, always, but we want you to enjoy being "the creator"!

THE NOVELRY LIST FOR 2022

LIVE EVENTS

THE NOVELRY LIST FOR 2022

LIVE EVENTS

THE NOVELRY MEMBERS

WRITERS
NEWS
Carla Jenkins joined The
Novelry in 2020 to write her first
book with us. Our founder,
Louise Dean, says, "I saw
Carla's first chapter at first draft
and had the simplest of
reactions to it: what happens
next? That was when I knew
we had something here."
Over the coming weeks and
months, Carla made judicious
moves to rule material in and
out of the novel, keeping a very
keen eye on what was from the
beginning a tight storyline
exploring the boundaries of
power and the abuse of power
between a vulnerable woman
and her suave and worldly
therapist. The novel developed,
but Carla never lost the voice:
so honest it was slightly painful.
When we pitched her novel to
agents, we had a number of
offers within days.
Carla says, "Writing my debut
novel, Fifty Minutes, whilst
completing the course at The
Novelry was an intense
experience but an absolutely
pleasurable one. The lessons
and guidance I received were
first class and helped me to
develop as a writer.

"The dream was always to get
an agent and so to receive
interest from several was mindblowing – to have Madeleine
Milburn within that list was
more than I could have hoped
for. I’m thrilled!"
Rashmi Sirdeshpande joined
The Novelry in 2017. Published
by Puffin, she is the author of
five children's books, and was
shortlisted for the Sainsbury's
Children's Fiction Prize 2021.
Tracey Emerson has secured a
two-book deal with Boldwood
Books, and has had the novel
she wrote with us last year
optioned for a TV series. Louise
says, "I can so clearly recall
Tracey reading the opening to
A Careless Man. She'd nailed
the vanity of our hero within a
few perfect lines."
Tracey says, "I am currently
using The Novelry again to help
me write my third novel. I know
that if I stick with the brilliantly
structured courses and make
use of all the great resources at
The Novelry, I will be able to
deliver my novel. These
courses have changed my
writing life and I can’t
recommend them highly
enough."

THE NOVELRY TEAM

OUR
WRITING
NEWS
The Jasmine Throne by Tasha
Suri was published in June
2021. It is the first book in an
Indian-inspired epic fantasy
trilogy about two women who
fall in love and set an empire
ablaze. It was a Publishers
Weekly Best Book of 2021, and
they called it: "A fierce, heartwrenching exploration of the
value and danger of love in a
world of politics and power."
Louise Dean was a finalist for
the Costa Coffee Short Story
Award 2021.
Emylia Hall signed a three-book
deal with Thomas & Mercer,
Amazon Publishing's
crime/thriller imprint. Her first
novel in the Bright & Weston
mystery series, The Shell
House Detectives – cosy crime
set on the Cornish coast – will
publish in spring 2023.
Polly Ho-Yen's debut adult
novel Dark Lullaby was
published by Titan in March
2021.

Her fourth children's novel, "a
rollicking adventure with family
and friendship at its heart", How
I Saved the World in a Week
was published summer 2021.
Writes Polly, "Billy, in How I
Saved the World in a Week, is
essentially finding his family
and discovering what home
means to him, in the midst of
world-changing events. What I
didn’t realise at the time was
that I was going to be doing the
same as Billy, with him at my
side as we live through the
Covid-19 pandemic. But, like
Billy, I’ve found that our
connection with those around
us is the most important thing
to hold on to, whatever life
throws at us."
In May 2022, The Boy who
Grew a Tree – a story for
younger readers – publishes
with Knights Of and her next
middle-grade novel The Day
that No One Woke Up comes
out in July 2022 with Simon &
Schuster.

THE NOVELRY TEAM

COMING
IN 2022
Double Booked is the debut
novel from our editor Lily
Lindon. It's due to be published
by Head of Zeus/Bloomsbury in
June 2022. Double Booked is a
fresh, timely and genuinely
laugh-out-loud rom com about
a woman in a long-term
relationship who realises she's
bisexual, and starts leading a
double life.
Gina is about to marry her
boyfriend. George is about to
join a cult lesbian pop band.
Gina and George are the same
person. No wonder Georgina is
Double Booked.
Summer Fever by Kate Riordan
will be published by Penguin
Random House in May 2022.
A hot Italian summer. Two
seemingly happy couples. And
one dark secret that, once
spilled, could ruin them all...
Tasha Suri's young adult
historical novel, What Souls Are
Made Of: A Wuthering Heights
Remix, will be published in July
2022.

The Oleander Sword by Tasha
Suri, the sequel to The Jasmine
Throne, is due to be published
in August 2022.
Jack Jordan's eagerly awaited
fifth novel Do No Harm was
sold as a six-figure deal in a
three-way auction to Simon &
Schuster and is set to be the
thriller of the summer in 2022
with enthusiastic advance
reviews: "This one is
LITERALLY the definition of
edge of your seat, nail-biting,
buttock-clenching thriller," wrote
Louise Beech.
Do No Harm centres around
renowned heart surgeon, Dr
Anna Jones, whose son is
abducted by a dangerous crime
ring, who give her an
ultimatum: kill a patient on the
operating table or never see
her son again. Which will she
choose to protect? Her
Hippocratic oath, or the life of
her child?
We can't wait to find out...
Here's to 2022!

TOWARDS 2022

LAST
WORDS
From our Editorial Director, Lizzy
Goudsmit Kay

I wanted to end the year and this magazine by saying
a huge thank you to all of you lovely writers for making
me and the new editorial team feel so welcome here at
The Novelry. We have so enjoyed working with you on
your novels: discussing character, setting, momentum;
chatting with you during story clinics, book clubs and
events; and reading the material that you’ve so
generously sent our way. We know that it can be
nerve-wracking to trust someone else to read and
comment on your work, and we’re very grateful that
you chose to share your stories with us. I speak on
behalf of the team when I say that we have been
genuinely impressed by the quality of your work; there
is so much potential in your stories and so many
novels underway that deserve big, bright futures. We
will do everything in our power to help you get them
there!
And, to finish, a small announcement. I will be
welcoming a baby early in the new year, and so will be
briefly taking a break from running the team and
working on your novels. I will be signing off temporarily
from the 13th January but will be looking forward to
seeing you all later in 2022. And you will be in very
safe hands during my absence. Tash will be taking
care of all things editorial, ably supported by Craig and
Lily.
We’re so excited to discover what 2022 will hold for all
of you. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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