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SUPPLY CHECK-LIST
You can use a common HB pencil or invest in a hard lead pencil (3H 
or harder). The bonus of a hard lead is that it applies much lighter, 
so you don’t have to erase as many lines. I use ink pen over my 
pencil, but if you prefer using pencil for your final drawings, you 
might also want to invest in a softer lead pencil (one that will allow 
you to get a variety of line weights).

PENCILS

My final drawings are all in ink, so I like to invest in a wide range 
of pen thicknesses. A good range is .003 up to .08. You can use 
any brand you like. Some include: Micron, Faber-Castell, Uni-
Pin, Prismcolor, etc. Note that different brands may use different 
numbers to describe the thickness. In the end, just make sure 
to get a varety of pens that can create really thin lines through 
thicker ones.

MECHANICAL PENS

This marker provides a thicker line that mechanical pens can’t create.

SHARPIE FINE POINT MARKER

Or whatever eraser you love! I prefer white since it doesn’t typically 
leave a pink residue. 

WHITE ERASER

I will use an architect’s scale in this course with metric conversions. If 
you’re in the US, you’ll need the architect scale, but if you’re anywhere 
else in the world you will need the metric scale. I will also show how 
to use grid paper, so if you prefer so use that vs. a scale ruler, that is 
perfectly okay. I like to use both, though scales are more accurate if 
you are preparing drawings for clients.

SCALE RULER
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Though you could use lots of coins and mugs to make circles (I’ve 
done that often!), this is one of the best investments you can make...
because you will be drawing a lot of circles. You might also want to 
invest in a compass for really big circles or you can use the top of a 
bowl or bottom of a mug (FYI...I typically don’t use a compass much).

CIRCLE TEMPLATE

Grab a 45 degree and a 30-60-90 degree triangle. If you are really 
serious about making awesome garden plans, these will help you 
not only create fabulous angles, but also perfectly straight lines 
in general. When you pair them with a t-square (OMG!) you can 
make perfectly horizontal lines (with the t-square) and perfectly 
vertical lines (when you place a triangle on top of the t-square). 
Buy triangles that are at least the 10-12”+ on the longest side. This 
isn’t required, but you’ll move the triangle a lot less when drawing 
longer lines.

A bonus: grab triangles with a beveled edge. This means the edge is 
elevated off your paper so the ink doesn’t bleed underneath when 
you run the pen along the edge.

TRIANGLES

You’re getting serious when you invest in one of these, but honestly, 
if you are going to create a lot of garden plans, just get this. It’s the 
secret to perfectly straight lines (as I mentioned above). If you’re 
limited on space you can buy a pop-up drafting table that has a 
t-square attached (this is a parallel bar). Again, this is not required, 
but if you’re investing in your design career, consider it. If you are 
using a t-square on a kitchen table, make sure the edges of the 
table are a clean 90 degrees (rather than rounded) otherwise your 
t-square will slip a lot (and you will become super frustrated).

T-SQUARE

Invest in a roll of tracing paper (you can keep it to 12” wide since 
our activities are a smaller format) or a pad of trace if you can’t find 
a roll (if you have a choice, please go with the roll!). You can place 
the tracing paper over our activities.

If you like drawing on grid paper, you’re welcome to grab that too 
(though not required). My grid paper has 1/8” squares, but use 
whatever works best. I like having the grid as a guide under my 
tracing paper or I draw directly on it. 

You can also use simple bond paper (computer paper). Again, not 
required, but if you like to practice a lot, it doesn’t hurt to have 
some extra paper lying around.

PAPER



©PAPER GARDEN WORKSHOP LLC + GARDEN GRAPHICS TOOL KIT | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

03

Markers are a different (yet still fun) beast. I would suggest NOT 
buying a set, but rather purchase them individually. When purchasing 
markers I encourage you to choose the lightest colors available, 
with few dark colors for accents and shadows. Again, please note 
to buy them individually, not as a set, otherwise you’ll have a 
collection of markers that are unusable. 

Some things to consider...

Choose markers with a wide tip on one side and fine tip on the 
other. The wide tip (chisel) is great when covering large areas, while 
the smaller tip is great for details.

In case you missed this above, make sure to purchase LIGHT colors. 
Light blues, light tans, light greens. Not dark browns, dark blues, 
dark reds. Lighter colors allow your ink work to show, are more 
forgiving, provides the opportunity to add shadows, and overall 
look great together.

There are many marker brands found all around the world. Some 
popular ones are Copic and Prismacolor (though Prismacolor, 
unfortunately, are not sold separately anymore, which makes them 
difficult to find). Visit your local art store, Blick Art Materials 
online (they have a great off-brand too), plus many online stores to 
explore options. 

MARKERS

Technically you only need primary colors (red, blue and yellow) to 
make any other color, but that wouldn’t be any fun! Grab a set of 
colored pencils and make sure many beautiful greens are included. 
Sets can range from 12 to over 100 colors. Whatever makes you 
happy. I personally like Prismacolor pencils, but grab what you like.

COLORED PENCILS

Grab some drafting tape or dots to hold your paper down. Drafting 
tape isn’t as sticky as masking tape. You want to be able to peel it 
back up without ripping your paper. Some people use painting tape 
too...if you can’t find the real thing.

DRAFTING TAPE
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Open for enrollment January 10-19, 2023

Class officially begins January 21, 2023
There are 7 modules released over 8 weeks.

Please contact me with questions at
hello@papergardenworkshop.com 

Learn more here:
https://www.papergardenworkshop.com/

garden-graphics-tool-kit-sneak-peek

I look forward to having you in class!

GARDEN GRAPHICS TOOL KIT


