Top Social Media Apps
Instagram

A photo-sharing app with over a billion users. Users
can post photos and videos to their main feed or
stories, which “disappear” after 24 hours. The app
features many celebrities, businesses, and fake
accounts for hacking or solicitation, making it
particularly dangerous to younger, more
impressionable users.

GroupMe

A group messaging app used by many school groups.
GroupMe provides an easy way to make large group
chats and share messages, photos, videos, etc.
Content is not moderated, so anything can be
shared.

TikTok

A video-sharing app that utilizes “audios” for creative
trends, dances, and funny lip-syncs. TikTok has over
800 million users, with most of them (41%) being
teens aged 16 to 24. The app is known to sometimes
have inappropriate content, problematic challenges,
as well as data leaks. It is also particularly addicting,
with users spending an average of 52 minutes
watching per day.

Snapchat

A social app used to send photos and videos to
friends. Users can only interact with friends who
have both accepted requests and can send photos
directly to friends or on their stories for their entire
friend list to see for 24 hours. There is also a plethora
of “shows” and content made by larger companies
that can be viewed. This app has been known to be
used for sending sexual photos or “nudes”, as the
photos “disappear” after a couple of seconds.
However, they can be recovered.

Discord

A chatting app primarily used for gaming
communities. Discord users can create servers and
invite users to chat on different voice and text
channels. The user is able to control which
communities they are a part of, so they can easily
moderate content. Some communities on Discord
are for adult content and concepts, and there are
many adult users on the application.

Twitter

A social app primarily used to send short “tweets”
expressing thoughts or opinions, though they can
include photos or videos. Twitter has over 500
million tweets per day, making it one of the most
popular apps out there. The app limits posts to 240
characters, making any tweet short and succinct.
This can lead to false information or misconstrued
meanings.

Roblox

An online creation game in which you make a custom
avatar and explore user-created worlds. Roblox is
free for all users, but there are in-game purchases
available. Roblox has chat censoring, parental
controls, and other safety features.

Fortnite

An online “battle royale” game that involves
eliminating other players to be the last one standing.
Fortnite is one of the top free games right now with
over 250 million players. The game itself is slightly
violent, with players hunting each other with
weapons (including guns) in order to win. There are
also in-game purchase options. Finally, there are
many adults that play competitively and use voice
chat features.
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Twitch

An online streaming platform primarily used for
gamers, but also featuring other activities such as
cooking, chatting, and crafts. Anyone can stream on
Twitch, with popular streamers having sometimes
hundreds of thousands of viewers watching at a
time. It is free to watch, but certain perks can be
purchased through a subscription to a particular
streamer. Most streamers are adults.

Omegle

An anonymous video chat service that connects
strangers from all around the world and allows the
users to talk to one another. While there certainly is a
chance to have a positive experience on this site,
many use the service to spread pornographic
images, much of which is unsolicited. Oftentimes, the
user cannot avoid these images and situations until it
is too late.

Tinder

A dating app that allows users to “swipe” on potential
matches. Tinder is supposed to be for 18+, however,
many fake accounts exist. The app is known for
being for “hookups” only, and for its rampant
catfishing.

Uber

A ride-share app that connects users with drivers to
take them to their destination. Uber drivers, while
being hired by the company, are driving their own
cars with no supervision. Uber’s app does include a
feature to send your trip to anyone in your contacts
including when you arrive.

Reddit

Reddit is known as a “link aggregator,” essentially a
site that collects links from all over the internet that
are sorted into categories called “subreddits”. There
are plenty of positive and helpful subreddits such as
r/BeAmazed or r/WholesomeMemes, but as with any
other part of the internet, this website has its
dangers as well. Unfortunately, not all subreddits are
positive. In fact, many contain problematic, hateful
messages. Despite Reddit's best efforts to hide
these subreddits from wandering eyes, it can be easy
to stumble into a negative part of this site.

HouseParty

A social networking app that allows up to eight
people to video chat at once in a “room”. Users can
also play games and chat, as well as move between
many different rooms at once. Users can join rooms
with friends and friends of friends.

Yik Yak

Another anonymous app that lets users within a fivemile radius post messages to boards and respond to
posts from other users. Although this app is not as
popular as it used to be, many have reported that it is
making a comeback.

OnlyFans

OnlyFans is an “internet content subscription
service”, however, many have begun to use this
website for a different purpose. Most commonly,
users of Onlyfans pay to view semi-nude/nude
content made by Onlyfans creators across the world.
The website has some safeguards in place to
prevent those under 18 from viewing such content,
but it is fairly easy to circumvent these safeguards.

