
Episode 16: Interview with Dean Tong

Your Hosts:
Barbara La Pointe & Andrew Folkler

Special Guest: Dean Tong, author, public speaker, consultant, and trial expert in the field of
false child abuse allegations

Guilty Until Proven Innocent
When a child makes an official allegation against someone, especially if it is physical or
sexual abuse, the authorities are very quick to react. Teachers, doctors and other social
workers are mandated to inform CPS and government authorities in the event they are
informed of the allegation by the child.

Within 72 hours, the Child is interviewed by a child forensic interviewer in a child-friendly
room while overseen by police detective and a CPS officer. In Canada, a similar process is
conducted by the CAS.

Everything henceforth is determined by the results of the forensic interview. Parental rights
can be terminated in family court. CPS can put you in a child abuse registry. Your
occupation and credibility can be decimated instantly. If you are innocent and found guilty,
you will have to undergo a long process of litigation via Finding Appeals Hearing to have
these charges redacted.



Kids Are Highly Suggestable And Impressionable
Due to the severity of the crime, the judge can admit a statement from children. Typically,
hearsay evidence is inadmissible in court. Physical and sexual abuse cases involving
children are exempt from this.

False allegations are made when there is something to gain – typically custody, alimony,
child support.

Children are easy to coach in this behaviour. As Dean puts it bluntly, “If a child can talk
about Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny, they can talk about daddy touching my peepee.”

During high conflict cases, a parent has the ability to manipulate a child into believing their
other parent is a danger to them. In advanced alienation cases, a parent can project an
identity into the child to ensure they are more controllable.

Danger Of Suggestive Interviewing
Currently, the best methodology of interviewing children about physical and sexual abuse
is the NICHD which was co-authored by Dr. Phil Esplin.

This protocol helps the interviewer avoid what is known as suggestive interviewing. The
interviewer needs to ensure they are getting only the facts from the child. The child is
prone to embellishment, imagination, and omission. Therefore, the interviewer must avoid
placing thoughts and ideas into the head of the child.

They must stay away from naming body parts, avoid implying fault of the accused, and ask
ended questions. The interviewer avoids naming the accused. The interviewer’s goal is to
tap into the implicit memory of the child which is based in the prefrontal cortex. This will
help trigger free recall of memories.

Example – Can you tell me what happened? Can you tell me more about that? Can you tell
me more about that?

Most of these interviews are recorded, some are audio-only. Sometimes Dean only views
the summary report.

You Have Been Accused Of Abuse And You Are Innocent,
Now What?
Dean says the first thing to recognize once you know you have been accused is that this is
going to be a marathon, not a sprint. Cases like these can last anywhere from a year to 5+
years.
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You are very likely to be taken into custody. At this point you may start to seek out legal
counsel. Dean recommends seeking his help in finding an attorney who will be competent
enough to litigate. Finding an attorney who can competently litigate in Juvenile, Family, and
Criminal court is rare. Dean does not charge for this. To seek out Dean’s help in finding an
attorney click here.

With your attorney, you will need to start constructing a timeline of dates and events to
show the judge objectively that you are innocent. You may be subjected to various testing
including but not limited to polygraph tests, psychosexual risk assessment testing, the ABEL
Assessment for Sexual Interest Test etc.

You and your attorney may want to bring on witnesses to bolster your case. There are 3
types of witnesses – Lay, Fact, and Expert witnesses.

1. Lay Witnesses are witnesses who describe what they have seen, heard, or perceived.
These witness statements are often opinion-based.

2. Fact Witnesses are witnesses who are not permitted to express opinions. They can
only express facts related to the case.

3. Expert Witnesses are witnesses who are highly specialized and educated in a
particular field relevant to the case. Expert Witnesses provide knowledge in the field
to assist in forming an accurate conclusion for the case.

In family court, a judge only needs a preponderance of evidence of 51% or higher to rule
against you. Therefore, they can err on the side of caution and rule against you.

Unless you have cameras installed everywhere on your person and in your home, it is
highly unlikely you will have enough objective evidence to prove your innocence. Dean says
that physical evidence is typically present 5% of the time. Therefore, 95% of allegations are
based on hearsay

Someone Has Abused You Or Your Child, Now What?
Assuming you or your children have been abused, you will need to begin by first
recognizing that this will be a marathon, not a sprint. Just as false allegation cases can last
several years, so too are cases where you are the accuser.

Consider legally taping for accountability. This is not always an option since many
traumatized victims do not speak out on the abuse while it is occurring. Trauma can evoke
a freeze response and as a result, you are prone to lose objective evidence.

If your child has been abused, you will need to contact CPS and Government authorities.
They will conduct a forensic interview with the child within 72 hours. As the accusing
parent, you will be required to give a statement. If the case enters litigation, you will need
to seek out an attorney to represent you. Dean recommends seeking his help in finding an
attorney who will be competent enough to litigate. Finding an attorney who can
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competently litigate in Juvenile, Family, and Criminal court is rare. Dean does not charge for
this. To seek out Dean’s help in finding an attorney click here.

Most cases do not meet a preponderance of evidence of 51% or higher. To bolster your
case, you will need to construct a timeline of events and dates with your attorney. You will
need to make use of apps like PwrSwitch, Our Family Wizard, or other
communication-saving apps to download your conversations with the abuser to be used as
evidence.

Only the Judge can determine if the allegation is true.

Parental Alienation Today
Parental Alienation may not be in the DSM-V but it exists in subtypes: Child affected by
Parental relationship distress, child psychological abuse estrangement, and parent-child
relational inventory.

Parental alienation is also going to be published in the ICD 11 in January of 2022 as QE 52.0
under caregiver-child relationship disorder.

The challenge when litigating parental alienation is getting the judge to recognize the
deleterious effects of alienation to the child. For more information on how to litigate
parental alienation click here.

The political challenges of having alienation recognized as abuse is due to the impact of
Richard Gardner and its usage to gain custody. Parental alienation is commonly associated
with false allegations to gain child custody, child support, and even alimony. Furthermore,
the courts dislike the term syndrome because it alludes to anecdotal behaviour. In most
states, a false allegation is just a misdemeanour. Very few states make this a felony. As a
result, many people who make false allegations are just given a slap on the wrist.

In order to properly prove alienation, Dean recommends that the targeted parent works
with their attorney to compile their timeline. List out dates and events that will objectively
prove to the judge that your child is being manipulated and that this behaviour is incredibly
harmful to the growth of the child.

Use apps to log conversation data like PwrSwitch and Our Family Wizard, or Talking Wizard
so that you can provide your conversations as objective evidence.
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Bonus Resources
For more information on the ABEL Assessment for Sexual Interest Test click here

For more information on Warren Farrell click here

For more info on the Parental Alienation Awareness Organisation click here

If you need professional help in fixing a damaged reputation due to a false allegation, click
here

Dean Tong’s website can be found here

For more information on PwrSwitch click here

For more information on the NICHD Protocol click here

For more information on the DSM-V click here

Reading Material
Jeopardy in the courtroom – Dr. Stephen Ceci

Father and Child Reunion – Warren Farrell

Read The Penile Plethysmograph, Abel Assessment for Sexual Interest, and MSI-II: Are They
Speaking the Same Language? By Dean Tong here

Read Suggestibility of the Child Witness: A Historical Review and Synthesis by Stephen Ceci and
Maggie Bruck here

Video Version: Want to watch the conversation? This podcast is also available on YouTube.
You can find our channel here.
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