
10.6%

95.1%

WHY IT’S ESSENTIAL
A growing population of ELLs are long-term English
learners (LTELs). These students have been enrolled
in US schools for six or more years but have not yet
gained full English proficiency. For a variety of
reasons, LTELs may remain at intermediate levels of
English oral proficiency; lack literacy proficiency
necessary for engaging with academic texts;
struggle with English syntax, grammar, and
vocabulary in speaking and writing; and, in many
cases, be reluctant to participate fully in classroom
academic tasks (Olsen, 2014).

Why Our Program Works

Effective educators provide explicit
instructions and models (Hanover Research,
2017).

Effective educators focus on key
cognitive and language functions
required for academic tasks and
use graphic organizers to scaffold
those functions (Hanover Research, 2017).

Effective educators build
background knowledge, scaffold
key concepts, and teach
vocabulary (Hanover Research, 2017).

ELL MODIFICATION LIBRARY
The Simplify Writing® ELL Modification Library is designed to help teachers modify the core writing units by
providing additional support for English language learners. This library focuses on supporting students at all
levels of language development through the use of developmentally appropriate scaffolds and supports.
Strategies and tools are provided in printable format, along with examples and editable templates that align
with lessons from the core program. 

Each tool includes a teacher-facing instructional video that explains how it can be used with students with a
wide range of language needs. These tools can be used in whole groups, small groups, or with individual
students. Some tools may be beneficial for all learners, regardless of their language proficiency. 

Instructional
Strategies

Reduced Text
Text Read-Alouds
Unpacking
Sentences
Comprehensible
Input
Collaborative
Discussions

Templates

Color-Coded
Essay Templates
Essay Sort
Templates
Sentence
Frames
Word Banks
Bilingual
Glossary
Vocabulary
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This resource contains sentence frame visuals and sentence frame sticky note printables for use with the Simplify Writing® program.

There is a color 8.5 x 11 version of the sentence frame. If you do not have colored ink, you can print these in black and white or on colorful 
paper instead. The 8.5 x 11 version can be displayed on the wall during your writing unit, or as a reference during your lessons and small 
group instruction. 

There is also a sticky note sheet for each sentence frame that will help you quickly print out a set of 4 sentence frames for your students 
who need additional support. These are intended for sticky notes that are 3 x 5 in. size. This allows for more room for writing for younger 
students. 

Use the sticky note template on page 6 as a guide to lay your sticky notes down on the paper before printing copies of each sticky note 
template. If you do not have access to sticky notes, just print these small sentence frames on standard paper and quickly cut out the 
squares using a paper cutter. You can pass out the small squares to each student instead.

Your students can write directly on these sentence frames, or they can transfer them over to their writing paper/notebook before 
completing the sentence frame. They can glue these small sentence frames into their writing notebooks/folders or recycle them when they 
are done. 

The sentence frames in this resource can be used with any unit in the program since they are editable. If you cannot find a sentence 
frame in this resource that meets your needs, simply replace the text in the sentence frame with the text that matches what you are 
working on with your students. This resource was made editable so you can adjust the template to best fit the needs of your students and 
change the rigor if needed. The sentence frames provided are a great starting point for your writing instruction. 

large version to 
display on walls

each genre has 
its own color

easy-to-print 
3 x 5 sticky note 

version

writing lines for 
younger 
learners

fully editable to 
meet your 

needs
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Sticky Note Template
Place a sticky note over each box and then use this template to print your sticky note sentence frames. 
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One fact is One fact is

One fact is One fact is
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Did you know that Did you know that

Did you know that Did you know that
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The author says The author says

The author says The author says
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One fact is
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The author says
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Did you know that
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For example
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Type here…
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This resource contains sentence frame visuals and sentence frame sticky note 
printables for use with the Simplify Writing® program. 

There is a color 8.5 x 11 version of each sentence frame. If colored ink is not 
available, print in black and white on colorful paper instead. The 8.5 x 11 version 
can be displayed on the wall during a writing unit or used as a reference during 
mini-lessons and small group instruction. 

There is also a sticky note sheet for each sentence frame that will allow for quick 
printing of a set of 6 sentence frames for students who need additional support. 
Use the sticky note template on page 6 as a guide to lay sticky notes down on 
the paper before printing copies of each sticky note template. If you do not 
have access to sticky notes, print these small sentence frames out on standard 
paper and cut out the squares using a paper cutter. Students can write directly 
onto these sentence frames, or they can transfer it over to their writing 
paper/notebook before completing the sentence frame. They can glue these 
small sentence frame copies into their writing notebooks/folders or recycle them 
when they’re done.

8.5 x 11 version 
to display during 
lessons or on the 

walls

easy-to-print sticky 
note version to 

quickly pass out to 
students

each genre has its 
own color

editable to fit your 
needs

editable to fit 
your needs
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