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Online Photographic Submissions
 18 May - 31 July 2026

Gala Event
11 October 2026

Lyrath Estate, Kilkenny
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Championships Rulebook

Overview

 

OPTION 1

 

OPTION 2

The IHF Championships are designed to be accessible and inclusive, giving

hairdressers, barbers, trainees and apprentices the opportunity to take

part, gain recognition and grow within the industry.

Competitors may enter online photographic categories only, or choose to 
enter Fantasy as a standalone live category.

Competitors wishing to compete for a Championship title must participate in
Fantasy as a live category at the Gala event. Competitors must attend the IHF
Gala Event in person and are required to present their own model. Substitution

by colleagues or third parties is not permitted.

Online photographic 
competition across a

wide range of categories

Why Choose this Option:
 

A live Fantasy
showcase

Why Choose this Option:
 

THE IHF CHAMPIONSHIPS COMBINE

Flexible Online Entries
Wide Category Choice

Build your Portfolio

Title Requirement
Judged In-Person
Industry Visibility
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Rules

€29 per entry payable on submission. 

1.The competition is open to all salons, stylists and trainees in Ireland.

2. IHF Titles and the IHF Legacy Salon Award will only be awarded to individuals who are IHF members, or

are employed in a salon that is an IHF member, with membership fully up to date.

3.To be eligible for Trainee/Apprentice Hairdresser of the Year or Irish Hairdresser of the Year, competitors

must submit distinct photographic entries for each category entered and ensure the same look is not used

across multiple categories.

4.Each individual competitor is ONLY permitted one entry per category.

5.Specialist Categories are open to both Trainees/Apprentices and Seniors.

6.Newcomer and Salon Social entries do not count toward title consideration.

7.Fantasy (Trainee & Senior) will take place as a live category at the IHF Gala Event. Competitors must attend

the event in person and are required to present their own model during the live Fantasy category.

Substitution by colleagues or third parties is not permitted.

8.Trainee Categories are open to any trainee hairdresser who will still be undergoing their training as of 31st

August 2026.

9.All entries must be submitted exactly in line with the requirements outlined for each category. Submitting

more or fewer photographs, videos or materials than specified may result in the entry being disqualified.

10. In addition to the required photographs, competitors must upload one short verification video, with a

maximum length of 10 seconds, showing a 360° view around the model’s head. This video is required for

verification purposes only and will not form part of the judging process or be scored. This requirement

applies to all online submission categories, excluding Salon Social.

11.All images and video’s submitted must be in colour.

12.Photographs must be in portrait format (9:16 ratio) and a JPEG or PNG file.

13.Original images must be submitted. Screenshots are not accepted and will be disqualified.

14. Images used must not have been placed or won in any other photographic submission competition.

15.Marks will be deducted for over-editing.

16.Models must be used and must be 16 years of age or older – no mannequin heads.

17.Models entered into any category can be of any gender, identity or hair type.

18.The use of artificial intelligence to create, generate or alter any part of the image is strictly prohibited.

Metadata and image analysis tools will be used to verify submissions. Competitors may be asked to

provide original files if required.

19.Photo’s may be taken professionally or with a smartphone with the exception of Salon Social, whereby

images must have been taken on a smartphone without the use of filters.

20.The IHF accepts no responsibility for lost, damaged or delayed entries due to technical, connectivity

problems or otherwise.

21.By submitting images, individuals grant the IHF permission to use their photo(s) in, but not limited to digital

material.

22.The judges decisions are final and are not subject to appeal. They are also not required to provide

feedback on entries.
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Open to any Trainee/Apprentice
hairdresser who will still be undergoing
training as of 31st August 2026
The title of IHF Trainee/Apprentice
Hairdresserr of the Year will be awarded
to the competitor who achieves the
highest combined marks across the
required trainee categories.

IHF Titles will only be awarded to Individuals who:
 Are IHF members
 Are employed in a salon that is an IHF member, with membership fully up to date
 Submit distinct photographic entries for each category entered
 Enter the required categories outlined

The title of IHF Irish Hairdresser of the Year will
be awarded to the competitor who achieves
the highest combined marks from:

Three Senior categories, and
One Specialist category (excluding Salon
Social)

Titles

Hairdresser Of The Year

 
Hairdresser Of The Year

IHF Trainee/Apprentice IHF Irish

Competitors can only submit one entry per category
Fantasy (Trainee & Senior) will take place as a live category at the IHF Gala Event.

Important Notes

Competitors must enter one of the
following

Competitors must enter the three
following categories:

Required Categories

Specialist Category Options

Creative Colour – Senior
Hair Up – Senior
Fantasy – Senior (Live Category)

Barber Full Fashion
Barber Classic
Extensions
Textured

Competitors must enter the three
following categories:

Required Categories

Creative Colour–Trainee/Apprentice
Trend Upstyle–Trainee/Apprentice
Fantasy – Trainee/Apprentice (Live
Category)
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While many industry awards focus on
aesthetics, trends, or social media presence,
the IHF Legacy Salon Award is intentionally
different.

The Irish Hairdressers Federation has
represented professional hairdressing
businesses since the 1970s and is built on the
strength of its long-standing members. This
award reflects those values and is open
exclusively to IHF member salons with an
established trading history.

Submissions should reflect the salon’s
journey, how it has been sustained as a
business, the care shown to its team and
community, the challenges navigated and
the work that happens quietly behind the
scenes to sustain the salon.

Eligibility
 Open to IHF member salons only

The salon must have been trading continuously for a
minimum of 10 years

IHF 
Legacy Salon
Award

The award recognises
salons of all sizes and

locations and provides
an opportunity for

established salons to
tell their story.
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Video
Submission Maximum length

8 minutes
 

The video submission is an opportunity to share the salon’s journey openly and honestly. Each of the topics
below must be addressed, though not necessarily in equal detail.

The video may be presented by the salon owner, a member of the management team, a team member,
or a family member involved in the business.

The history of the salon 
What has mattered most in keeping the
business going
How the salon supports, develops, and
retains its team
The people, values, or experiences that
have shaped the business
Significant challenges or monumental
moments the business has had to
navigate or overcome
What the salon is most proud of
managing or overcoming
What happens regularly behind the
scenes to keep the business running
Any community involvement or
contribution, formal or informal
What advice you would give to someone
who has just opened their doors in
business
What this award would mean to the
salon and its team

One video entry (Max. 8 Minutes)
Salons Mission Statement 
One photo of the front of the salon
One photo of the interior of the salon
One photo of the Salon Team together

Entrants must confirm the following as
part of their submission:

I confirm that, to the best of my 
knowledge, this salon operates in 
compliance with Irish employment law, 
tax obligations, and health & safety 
requirements, and that there are no 
known issues that would reasonably 
bring the Irish Hairdressers Federation or 
this award into disrepute.

Required video topics

Declaration

Required uploads
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Trainee/Apprentice Categories

Trainee/Apprentice Category - Photographic Entry

 
Trainee/Apprentice Category - Photographic Entry

Newcomer

Creative Colour

This category does not qualify for consideration
toward the IHF Trainee/Apprentice Hairdresser
of the Year title. 
Open to any Trainee/Apprentice hairdresser
who will still be undergoing their training as of
31st August 2026 and who has not entered a
hairdressing competition before January 2026.
Catch the attention of our judges by submitting a
look that demonstrates your most skilled area, be
that colour, cutting or styling.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should
enhance and complement the overall look created.

Required entry for Trainee/Apprentice
Hairdresser of the year competitors.
Open to any Trainee/Apprentice hairdresser 
who will still be undergoing training as of 31st 
August 2026.
Showcase your abilites & vision with creative use
of 2 or more colours.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

 
A brief description of the colours and techniques
used must be provided in the text box on the
submission form.

Description Required:

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required
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Trainee/Apprentice Category - Live Entry

Trainee/Apprentice Category - Photographic Entry

For More Information See Page 11

Fantasy

Trend Upstyle

Trainee/Apprentice Categories

Required entry for IHF Trainee/Apprentice
Hairdresser of the year competitors.
Open to any Trainee/Apprentice hairdresser 
who will still be undergoing training as of 31st 
August 2026.
Embrace your creative side with a non-classic
fashion forward upstyle.

80% of hair must be up.

Hair extensions permitted.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

Required entry for IHF Trainee/Apprentice
Hairdresser of the year competitors.
Open to any Trainee/Apprentice hairdresser
who will still be undergoing training as of 31st
August 2026.
Ignite your imagination and create a unique
Fantasy look. which must be presented and
judged live on the competition floor at the IHF
Championships Gala, allowing the judges to
assess the look in full.

An A3 moodboard must also be produced,
clearly displaying the title of the chosen theme.

Clothing, make-up and accessories must
enhance and complement the overall look
created.

Advance registration is required, and
competitors must register for this category
while online photographic submissions are
open.

Competitors must attend the IHF Gala Event
in person and are required to present their
own model during the live Fantasy category.
Substitution by colleagues or third parties is
not permitted.

No photographic submissions are 
accepted for this category

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

Continued
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Senior Categories

 
Senior Category - Photographic Entry

 
Senior Category - Photographic Entry

Required entry for IHF Hairdresser of the year
competitors. 
Showcase your technical skill & creative prowess
with creative use of 2 or more colours.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

Required entry for IHF Hairdresser of the year
competitors.
Submit an exceptionally executed Classic Bridal
or Fashion forward look.

80% of hair must be up. 
Hair extensions permitted.
The clothes, makeup and accessories should
enhance and complement the overall look
created.

Hair Up

Creative Colour

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

 
A brief description of the colours and techniques
used must be provided in the text box on the
submission form.

DescriptionRequired:

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head
For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required
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Senior Category - Live Entry

Senior Categories

For More Information See Page 11

Fantasy

Required entry for IHF Hairdresser of the year
competitors.
Ignite your imagination and create a unique
Fantasy look. which must be presented and
judged live on the competition floor at the IHF
Championships Gala, allowing the judges to
assess the look in full.

An A3 moodboard must also be produced,
clearly displaying the title of the chosen theme.

Clothing, make-up and accessories must
enhance and complement the overall look
created.

Advance registration is required, and
competitors must register for this category
while online photographic submissions are
open.

Competitors must attend the IHF Gala Event
in person and are required to present their
own model during the live Fantasy category.
Substitution by colleagues or third parties is
not permitted.

No photographic submissions are 
accepted for this category

Continued
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4:00pm – Check-In Opens
All Live Fantasy competitors must report to the designated check-in desk at 4:00pm.

5:15pm – Area Clear for Judging
All competitors must leave the competition area by 5:15pm to allow judging to commence.
No further adjustments may be made once judging begins.

Advanced registration is required.
Competitors must register for the Live Fantasy category while photographic submissions are open.
Entries will not be accepted on the day.

Schedule and format subject to change based on entry numbers. Confirmation will be sent out to
competitors by email in advance.

4:45pm – Access to Competition Sections
Competitors may proceed to their allocated section/stand once check-in for all competitors is
completed.

You will have 30 minutes to:

6:00pm – Welcome Reception Viewing (Optional Showcase)
Competitors who wish to leave their model on display during the 6:00pm–6:30pm welcome drinks
reception are invited to do so.

Competitors will verify their registration details. 

A competitor number will be issued at this time. 

Numbers are allocated on-site to ensure anonymity for judging.

Check-in closes at 4:45pm sharp. Late arrivals will not be permitted to compete.

Position your model

Apply final finishing touches

Prepare for presentation

 
Trainee/Apprentice/Senior Category - Live Entry
Fantasy Entry – Competitor Overview

On the Day Schedule

7.00pm Gala Event Starts
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Specialist Categories

 
Specialist Category - Photographic Entry

Specialist Category – Photographic Entry

This category is eligible for consideration
toward the IHF Irish Hairdresser of the Year
title. 
Showcase traditional and contemporary classic
barbering techniques, focusing on precision,
structure and finish on a model of any gender.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

Barber Classic

Barber Full Fashion

This category is eligible for consideration
toward the IHF Irish Hairdresser of the Year
title. 
Showcase creative and fashion-led barbering
techniques, demonstrating innovation, styling
and overall visual impact on a model of any
gender.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

Two Photographs Required

Open to Trainees, Apprentices and Seniors
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Specialist Category - Photographic Entry

Specialist Category - Photographic Entry

Specialist Category - Photographic Entry

This category is eligible for consideration
toward the IHF Irish Hairdresser of the Year
title.
Demonstrate your skill, vision and progressive
thinking in working with naturally textured curls
or coils.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

This category does not qualify for
consideration toward the IHF Irish Hairdresser
of the Year title. 
Celebrate an outstanding shot of an everyday
creation in your salon

Image must have been taken on a smart phone 
without the use of filters.

Image does not need to have been produced 
exclusively for IHF Championships but work 
must be credited to you alone.

This category is eligible for consideration 
toward the IHF Irish Hairdresser of the Year title.
Create an editorial look using hair extensions. 

Any method of extensions may be used.

The clothes, makeup and accessories should 
enhance and complement the overall look 
created.

Specialist Categories

Textured

Extensions

Salon Social

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

 
The method of extensions used must be clearly
stated in the text box on the submission form.

Description Required:

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to Knees)

Maximum 10 seconds, showing a 360° view of
the model’s head

For verification purposes only and will not form
part of the judging process.

One Video Required

Two Photographs Required

Continued



Shoot Day Checklist:
Read the rules for the categories you are entering
carefully.
Take note of the colours and techniques used to  create
the look (where required).
Ensure the model’s clothing, make-up and 
accessories enhance and complement the overall 
look.
Capture the required portrait photographs:

- 
- 
- 

One Head & Shoulder Photo AND
One Full Length Photo (Head to Toes) OR 
One Three-Quater Length Photo (Head to 
Knees)

Record a 360° video of the model’s head
(verification purposes only).

If competing for a Championship title, confirm that
you have entered all required categories for title
consideration.

Submit your entries on or before 31  July 2026.st


