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J VINEYARDS & WINERY® 2015 PINOT NOIR 

Russian River Valley 
 
Since 1986, J Vineyards & Winery has developed a reputation as one of the top sparkling and varietal 
wine producers in California. J has come to be known for its celebrated estate vineyards, 
contemporary winery and world-class hospitality. Winemaker Nicole Hitchcock showcases her 
expertise and the diversity of California winegrowing regions through a portfolio of high quality 
varietal and sparkling wines of distinction. 
 
Tasting Notes  
Our 2015 J Vineyards Russian River Valley Pinot Noir is smooth and luscious, opening with notes of 
dark cherry, bramble and spice. On the palate, this Pinot Noir is expansive with flavors of raspberry, 
pomegranate and cola with a hint of toast. Round, soft tannins lead to a silky, lingering finish. 
 
Vintage Comments 
The 2015 vintage was early, short and warm in the Russian River Valley. We had a lot of rainfall early 
on in December and January, filling our reserves and pushing up the growing season. Budbreak 
occurred in mid-March, and temperatures from March through May gradually increased, setting the 
table for the earliest Harvest ever for J. In May, cooler temperatures slowed down growth and led to 
a long bloom period that lowered yields. These conditions coupled with constant coastal breezes 
provided an ideal combination of elements to produce concentrated fruit flavors and a crisp acidity. 
 
Winemaking 
The grapes for this Pinot Noir were sourced from cool areas throughout the Russian River Valley 
growing region. We hand-harvested whole grape clusters at 24.5 Brix, de-stemmed and gravity-fed 
them into small, three- to ten-ton open-top fermenters. Following a five-day cold soak, the must 
fermented for seven to ten days using Burgundy yeast and natural inoculums. The wine was drained 
to barrel to undergo malolactic fermentation in 100% French oak, approximately 30% of which was 
new. Each vineyard, block and clone was kept separate until blending in May. 
 

Estate Vineyards:  Foggy Bend, Eastside Knoll, Bow Tie, Canfield, Two Rock, MacMurray Ranch, 
Annapolis Ridge 

Clones:  2A, 113, 115, 667, 777, 828, 943, Rochioli, Swan, Pommard 
Soils:   Zamora, Arbuckle, Goldridge 
Aging:   100% French oak barrels, 30% new for 9 months 
Harvest Dates:  Aug. 14-Sept. 16, 2015 
Alcohol:  14.3% 
Titratable Acidity: 0.52 g/100ml 
pH:   3.72 


