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J Vineyards & Winery 2013 Bow Tie Vineyard Pinot Noir 
 

 

For nearly 30 years, J Vineyards & Winery has crafted world-class sparkling and varietal wines from select 

Russian River Valley and Sonoma County vineyards. Precision farming and meticulous winemaking deliver 

terroir-driven wines with a combination of balance, elegance and varietal expression. 

 

Tasting Notes 

This wine is 100% Pinot Noir from our Bow Tie Vineyard, located along the highly regarded 

Westside Road corridor south of Healdsburg.  Bow Tie is planted to nine clones of Pinot 

Noir, four of which are the stars of the 2013 blend: the 943, Swan, 777 and Pommard 

clones. This gentle-sloping vineyard advantageously situated above the Russian River is ideal 

for growing rich, concentrated Pinot Noir, and our 2013 Bow Tie is characterized by 

intense floral, ripe blackberry and sage aromas. The palate delivers rich character, smooth 

texture and notes of cedar and dark chocolate on a long finish. 

 

Vintage Comments 

Warm and dry, 2013 presented a stellar growing season. Harvest was one of the earliest in 

J’s history, in late August, offering abundant grape clusters of extremely high quality. A near 

perfect flowering and fruit set in the spring ushered in a summer free of rain and a balanced 

growing season into the fall. Although some heat spikes rushed harvest a bit, the weather 

cooperated fully. 

 

Winemaking 

The grapes for this Pinot Noir were hand-picked and placed into small, 1/2 ton bins. At the 

winery, the fruit was de-stemmed and gravity-fed them into small, three- to ten-ton open-

top fermenters.  Following a five-day cold soak, the must fermented for seven to ten days 

using Burgundy yeast and natural inoculums, and was punched down four times a day during 

the peak of fermentation days. The wine was drained to barrel to undergo ML in 100% 

French oak for six weeks, followed by 12 months of barrel aging.  An additional nine 

months’ maturation in bottle prior to release ensured ideal integration of tannin, acidity and 

phenolic character for ideal balance and drinkability on release. 

 
Appellation:  Russian River Valley, Bow Tie Vineyard 

Final Blend:   100% Pinot Noir (Clones 943, Swan, 777 & Pommard) 

Soil:   Arbuckle gravelly clay loam 

Aging:   13 months, 100% French oak, 30% new 

Harvest Date:   August 24 - September 4, 2013  

Bottling Date:   December 9, 2014 

Alcohol Level:   14.6% 

Titratable Acidity:  0.56g/100ml 

pH:   3.65 

Residual Sugar:  Dry 

Case Production: 700 

 


