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Introduction 

Chances are that if you’re reading this, then you either are licensed to carry or 

plan on getting your license to carry a concealed weapon. 

I applaud you for that.  

I firmly believe an armed society is a safe society and the more the more 

responsibly armed citizens out there the better. 

With that said however, there is a problem that the vast majority of people who 

get licensed to carry a concealed weapon fall into and that’s why this report was 

created. 

To give you a “heads up” if you will about 5 major (and potentially deadly) pitfalls 

that can affect you when you carry concealed.  At the end of the report I’ll also 

touch on a dangerous ‘education gap’ that affects us all. 

The rest of this report will discuss these issues… 

 

 

Pitfall #1 

Believing that by completing your concealed carry class,  

you are ready to defend yourself and your loved ones. 

There is much more to concealed carry than simply buying a handgun, taking a 

class, getting your license and then strapping a gun to your hip. 
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The sad fact is, this is all the consideration that many people give to carrying a 

gun. They believe that because they took a class and got a license they are 

trained, ready and able to defend themselves and their loved ones. 

The reality is that this couldn’t be farther from the truth. 

Let’s take a look at a typical Concealed carry class: 

 It’s an 8 hour training course. 

 6 hours are spent in crash course lecture format 

 On average 1 hour or less is spent on the range. 

 Most classes require you to fire 20 to 30 rounds of ammunition. 

 Targets are between 3 to 7 feet from you. 

 All firing is on a static line with no movement. 

 You do not practice drawing , drawing and firing, or reloading your gun. 

 Then you take a test…which you get to keep taking until you pass ( no one 

ever fails) 

Now, looking at this “training” objectively…do you really think you are sufficiently 

trained and prepared to defend yourself with a firearm? 

If you need help with the answer…It is… NO FRICKING WAY! 

Obviously this does not apply to everyone as many people have prior training and 

experience before they get licensed to carry a weapon. 

But even then, does the training/experience you have really prepare you for a 

gunfight? 

For 90% of the responsibly armed population, if they are honest with themselves, 

the answer is “No, it’s not enough”. 

Fortunately the solution to this pitfall is easy…seek out additional training and 

instruction from an expert who is qualified to teach you how to defend yourself 

with a firearm. 
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The key take away here is that getting licensed to carry concealed is only the first 

step to being able to effectively protect yourself and your loved ones.  

Additional training and instruction is the next step…DON’T SKIP IT, YOUR LIFE 

COULD DEPEND ON THE SKILLS YOU LEARN. 

 

Pitfall #2 

Not considering the realities of daily concealed carry. 

The simple fact is, once you conceal that pistol on your person the world and the 

way you must interact with it changes dramatically. 

Things you never before had to consider or give thought to, now become 

important. 

Simple things like walking into a post office…do that with a gun on, and you’re 

breaking the law. 

Or what about that beer or glass of wine you always have when you go to a 

restaurant…better check your state laws or you could find yourself in handcuffs. 

Do you have a temper? When you are carrying concealed you have to go out of 

your way to avoid altercations, arguments and almost any aggressive situation, 

because even though you are licensed to carry your pistol, when you do it brings a 

long a whole host of ways that things could go bad for you simply by the other 

person finding out you are carrying a gun. 

Not the least of which is them accusing you of brandishing , or accusing you of 

threatening them with the gun…whether it is true or not…these are problems that 

you don’t want, but they happen all to regularly. 

And what about a situation where you are technically legally justified to pull your 

gun and shoot someone…Should you?  Just because you can legally pull the 

trigger in a situation, does not mean that you should always shoot. 
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Committing to carrying a pistol brings with it a lot of responsibility and it is your 

job to understand all the implications and realities when you strap on that gun. 

 

 

Pitfall #3 

Buying the wrong carry gun for your needs and lifestyle. 

Many people who choose to carry concealed are not your average “gun person”. 

They don’t have much (or any) experience with guns and therefore don’t really 

know what they want or need. 

This lack of knowledge is the boon of the unscrupulous gun dealer who often will 

do what he can to sell you something expensive and completely out of proportion 

to what you need in a carry gun. 

There are many fine carry guns out there and everyone has their opinion as to 

what the best one is, so I’m not going to get into that debate, but rather point out 

some things to consider when purchasing the gun you want to carry. 

 

CALIBER 

There is an endless debate on calibers and stopping power, but with the 

advancements in quality defensive ammunition and pistol firing .380 caliber or 

larger ammunition will do the job as long as you can hit the target.  

Although one of my favorite carry guns is a Colt Mustang in .380, I would 

recommend leaning towards something in the 9mm, .38special, .40 or .45 range if 

you are only going to have one main defensive pistol. 

 

SIZE 

Remember this is a gun that you are going to carry on your person EVERY SINGLE 
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DAY.  So maybe think twice about that 6” Colt Python or full size 1911.  The bigger 

the gun the heaver it is and the harder it is to conceal.  Now if you are 6’2” with 

broad shoulders then concealing a full size pistol might not be an issue, but for 

someone with a smaller frame it would be a nightmare. 

Also in regards to size, make sure the gun fits your hand and you can comfortably 

and properly hold the gun and manipulate the controls. This is especially 

important for men and women who have small hands as many of the popular high 

capacity pistols have wide/thick grips that may be hard for you to hold onto.  

Same goes if you have large hands, some of the smaller compact and subcompact 

pistols might be too tiny for you to comfortably shoot. 

 

TYPE 

Do you want a revolver or a semi-auto?  This really comes down to personal 

choice as both can make superb carry guns. One plus for revolvers is that they are 

very simple to operate and misfires don’t jam up the gun. They also require the 

least amount of maintenance. 

Revolvers are a good choice if you have a low proficiency level and do not wish to 

develop their skills. 

Semi-autos hold more ammunition and are faster to reload (unless you’re Jerry 

Miculek), but they also require a higher degree of proficiency to operate and deal 

with malfunctions and stoppages. 

Also with semi-auto’s you need to consider the complexity of the controls on the 

pistol.  Are you proficient enough or are you willing to become proficient enough 

to handle a single action 1911 under stress?  I have seen countless people 

struggle with both disengaging the thumb safety and engaging the grip safety in 

regular training, and if you mess it up in training, it will only get worse in a real 

fight when stress and fear start messing with your fine motor control. 
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Maybe you would be more comfortable with a double action, striker fired pistol 

that has no external safeties to worry about. All you have to do is pull the trigger 

and the gun fires. (this is one of the main reasons Glock’s are so popular) 

Ultimately the pistol you choose is up to you, but consider the above points when 

you are looking for your carry gun. I also recommend you take your time and 

handle AND SHOOT as many different types and styles of guns as you can before 

making your choice so that you can make the best decision for you and what you 

actually want/like/need. 

 

 

Pitfall #4 

Inadequate consideration given  

to holster & wardrobe selection 

Most people barely give holster selection a second thought when in reality it is 

every bit as important as the choice of the gun you purchase. 

Choosing the right holster and carry method both for your pistol and for your 

body type will make all the difference in how comfortable carrying your gun is. 

Because lets face it…carrying a metal or plastic gun pressed up against your body 

is not naturally comfortable and even the perfect holster/gun/carry combination 

will not be as comfortable as not wearing it and will require some time for your 

body to adjust to it. 

When it comes to purchasing a holster you get what you pay for. A good holster 

typically starts at around $70 and can run up to several hundred dollars for 

something custom. 

But when it comes to lugging a gun around every day…a quality holster makes all 

the difference and is worth the extra cost. 
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I also recommend that you try out several different types of holsters and brands 

until you find one you like. Your favorite will almost never be the first one you 

pick. 

Also, do not purchase a “universal” holster. These are fine for casual range or 

plinking holsters, but for a carry gun, only purchase a holster that was made for 

your specific make and model of gun. 

Don’t forget to consider how you normally dress when choosing how to carry 

your gun.  Most traditional holsters require a belt to be worn as well. So if you 

normally run around in a sweat suit then you may need to consider a different 

option like a pocket holster. 

Think a holster feels great?  Before you make a decision, try sitting down in a 

chair, sit in your car, bend over and pick something up off the ground.  Doing 

these motions you will often find that you don’t love the holster as much as you 

think you do. 

Probably the biggest factor outside of comfort and safe retention of the gun, is 

your ability to access it when needed quickly. 

If you have to strip off 2 layers of clothing or do some awkward gymnastic move 

to get to your gun, you might want to consider a different method of carry 

because if you find yourself in a situation where you need your gun, you may only 

have seconds or less in which to draw and fire. 

So ease of access is just as important as comfort, retention and concealment. 

 

Pitfall #5 

Lack of specific “concealed carry” practice. 

This ties in with Pitfall #1 in that shooting is a perishable skill. It’s not like riding a 

bike, if you don’t practice your shooting skills you will lose them. 
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But it’s not just a matter of going out and shooting at a range or in the desert 

which many of us love to do.  

You need to practice and develop skills that will help you survive a use of force 

encounter and those are not skills most people ‘practice’ when they go shooting. 

First of all you need to be proficient with the gun you carry, which means you 

need to shoot it…this isn’t always fun as many carry guns are not the most fun or 

pleasant of guns to shoot, but you need to force yourself to practice with it. 

And you need to practice with it at least part of the time shooting the same 

defensive ammo that you carry…not just the cheap Walmart plinking ammo. I 

know it’s more expensive, but your gun will feel and behave differently with 

different ammo and you need to be comfortable shooting the defensive ammo 

which most often is loaded much hotter than plinking ammo. 

When you practice you also need to practice drawing your pistol from 

concealment out of your regular carry holster.  You need to be able to complete 

this draw smoothly and on demand under pressure and therefore it must be 

practiced over and over again. You need to do this in both live fire practice as well 

as dry fire practice.  You hone your skill via dry fire, but it also need to be 

combined with live fire practice as well. 

You need to practice clearing malfunctions and reloading your pistol. These are all 

skills that require repetition and repeated thought process to develop the muscle 

memory that will make these skills something you can perform under stress. 

In terms of how much you should practice and shoot? More is always better, but I 

recommend that you at least go out and shoot every month or two and then 

attend some kind of specific concealed carry training at least once a year. 

This may sound like a lot, but when you consider that you are doing it for the 

protection of yourself and your family, it’s really not that much of a sacrifice is it?  

Plus…SHOOTING IS FUN  
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Final Thoughts 

I could write a book on any one of the above 5 pitfalls, but the purpose of this 

report was to give you more of a 30,000 foot view of the things you need to think 

about when it comes to carrying a concealed weapon. 

Many of those things may have seemed like common sense when you read them, 

but the fact is that many people overlook them completely. 

Which brings me to one final, but very important issue that I want to bring to 

your attention… 

When most people think about concealed carry and using a firearm for protection 

they think about the outside world and what they might encounter when they are 

out and about. 

The reality of it is that you are 10 times more likely to need to use your firearm 

to defend yourself IN YOUR HOME than anywhere else! 

This is something that most concealed carry classes do not cover in their lectures. 

How will you protect your family inside your home? 

It’s a scary question to think about, but one that needs to be considered 

seriously…especially if you have a family spread out in different rooms throughout 

the house. 

So, if the safety of your family is important to you (and I know it is) then I highly 

recommend you click on the link below to learn how to defend yourself from a 

home invasion: 

 

Learn How To Defend Your Home 

http://gunlawspetition.com/defense/

