
The Science of Sublimation

What do I need to get started? 

You may have learned in school that “sublimation” involves a substance 
that changes from a gas to a solid without ever becoming liquid. In our 
industry, it’s really the process where an image is printed on paper, then 
transferred to another surface (or a substrate). Unlike conventional inks, 
sublimation inks are converted directly from a solid to a gas under heat 
and pressure, causing them to bond with the fibers of synthetic materials, 
like polyester. The molecules of ink revert to a solid state upon cooling, 
permanently coloring the surface of polyester. 

Adding sublimation to your business is easy. All you need is a computer. 
Let Johnson Plastics Plus provide the rest. We offer large- and small-format 
sublimation printers, inks, transfer paper, heat presses and sublimatable 
substrates.

START SUBLIMATING WITH THESE 3 SIMPLE STEPS:

+ A PC or Mac computer and graphic software.
+ A large or small format sublimation printer from Johnson Plastics Plus. 
+ We recommend our Epson, Ricoh, Sawgrass or Mutoh models,  
 sublimation ink and JP sublimation paper. 

Select any graphic image, illustration or 
photo. Sublimation works great with full 
color or black and white images.

Using a Johnson Plastics Plus 
sublimation printer and ink, print the 
image onto sublimation transfer paper. 
For best results we recommend taping 
the image down with our heat 
transfer tape.Position your product into a heat press, 

image face up, and apply pressure for 
the recommended time. Let your product 
cool, remove the paper and enjoy the 
pop of color you just created!

HEAT PRESS
Flat, mug press, cap or plate press. Johnson 
Plastics Plus has a great selection of heat 
presses to fit your market need.

BLANKS!
The key to a successful sublimation product 
is making sure your blank is coated for 
sublimation. Johnson Plastics Plus has a great 
selection of blanks, sheet stock, giftware and 
apparel, as well as mugs, plastics, wood 
and metals. 


