
 

 

Upsell and Accessorize Your Sublimation Products 

By Kevin Lumberg & TJ Kvilhaug  

There are many items available in the sublimation marketplace that are not in and of themselves, 

sublimatable, but they enhance the actual sublimatable piece by making it more useful or more 

beautiful for the end user. In this article, we will describe some of those accessories that you may 

not be aware of, and how they can make your sublimation products so much better and desirable. 

When your sublimation products are better and more desirable, their perceived value is higher. 

When their perceived value is higher, you can charge more money for them. When you can 

charge more money for them, you make more profit. When you make more profit, you are 

happier. Be happier—upsell and accessorize your sublimation products. 

BADGES ARE NOT BADGES WITHOUT ACCESSORIES 

A badge without an accessory is just a flat piece of metal or plastic. It is the accessory that makes 

it a real badge, and there are a bunch of different accessories that you could use to affect the 

finished look, quality and price of the name badge. 

First of all, you have badge frames. You certainly don’t have to use a frame to create 

wonderfully high-quality name badges with sublimation, but when you place a full-color 

sublimated name badge into a gold or silver frame, it really finishes the name badge and screams 

quality. It takes your offerings to a higher perceived value level. 



Along with frames, you have findings. What is a finding? They are the hardware on the back of 

the badge that holds it onto a person’s shirt or coat. The lowest price finding is the regular pin 

back. Pin backs are the standard for name badges. These work great, but some customers do not 

want to stick a pin through their nice clothes, so they can be upgraded to a magnetic back. 

You can charge a premium for the upgrade. A metal bar sticks to the back of the name badge, 

and a very strong plastic encased magnet is then placed inside the garment that it is worn on, 

which holds the name badge in place. 

THE SAME HOLDS TRUE FOR BAG TAGS 

Similar to name badges for people, bag tags are a way to identify bags and luggage. The 

accessories you use with these are the loops to attach them to the bag. You can go with an 

inexpensive clear rubber loop, which is standard, or you can upsell and upscale your bag tag with 

a real leather buckle strap. 

DRESS UP YOUR TILES 

Ceramic tiles are beautiful to sublimate, but sometimes people struggle with how to display the 

finished tile. As luck would have it, there are many accessories to help display sublimated tiles 

and make them very useful, as well. 

First of all, easel backs and easels are a great way to display the ceramic tiles, and a great way 

for your customers to show off their personal photos in their home or office. After you sublimate 

the tile, you can glue an easel back on the back of the tile. Easel backs give the tiles a finished 

back look, and allow you to either stand the tile on a surface, or hang it directly on a wall. The 

easel backs also work in both a landscape or portrait layout and are available for all tile sizes. 

Iron tile stands are available. The tiles are placed into the stand as a wonderful high-end display 

piece, which allows the tile to be a photo piece, or it could be an award piece. 

Tiles can also be mounted in frames for either hanging on a wall or to be used as a trivet in a 

kitchen (note: if using a tile for a trivet or coaster, it is suggested to use high-quality coated, 

matte finish tiles as they are more durable than glossy tiles). Frames are also available to mount a 

completed tile mural. Placing a cork back on a tile will allow your customers to use tiles as 

trivets or coasters. Tiles can also be mounted into jewelry or keepsake boxes for a wonderful 

high-end gift keepsake. 

HOW TO HANG A METAL PHOTO PANEL 

Chromaluxe aluminum photo panels are a wonderful way to showcase personal photos. There are 

mounting blocks that stick to the back of the metal panels to mount them to the wall, but for a 

more upscale look, you can upsell standoffs. 

Standoffs are a mounting hardware that is used to mount something flat to a wall, but allows it to 

stick out a bit from the wall. They are used extensively with high-end architecture in the sign 



industry. Standoffs are available in a variety of metal color finishes, which allows you plenty of 

options. 

If used with a series of photo panels, you can use a variety of depth standoffs to give them a 

different visual look. To use the standoffs, you will need to do a little more work, but in the end 

it will be worth it. The added work is that you will have to drill holes where the standoffs mount 

through the panels. 

HOW TO DRESS UP AN ALUMINUM PLATE 

An award plaque starts with an aluminum plate, which is then adhered to a plaque base. Plaque 

bases come in many different styles from laminates, to acrylics, to real wood, so you can find the 

base you need to give your award the look you need. With sublimation, it is a way to frame and 

showcase the full color metal plate that you can sublimate to create one-of-a-kind awards. 

SUBLIMATION ACCESSORIES WILL MAKE YOU A HAPPY BUSINESS PERSON 

When you offer sublimated products, you need to be aware of all of the accessories that are 

available for those products. By using many of these accessories, you will greatly impact the 

perceived value of the finished product, which will allow you to charge more for those finished 

products. What is better than offering better-looking products as well as making more money for 

that given product? Not much. 

 


