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SUBLIMATION QUICK STOP

By Kevin Lumberg & TJ Kvilhaug

This month’s column focuses on dif-
ferent items that can be marketed to that 
sports team or family looking to add 
something fun to their normal uniform 
orders. Many of these would be nice add-
ons to a current order or a great foot in 
the door to get their order next season. 
Now is the time to start thinking of prod-
ucts and getting the word out so when the 
season officially arrives, your customers 
are bursting through your door.

POPULAR SUMMER PRODUCTS 
We’ll start with an easy product that 

lends itself perfectly to the add-on type 
business: bag tags. They come in several 
different sizes and shapes that encompass 
any avenue you are looking to go down. 
They are typically made from an FRP 
material and come in shapes as common 
as a rectangle to something more specific 
like a megaphone or ball. 

Bag tags are easily added on to orders 
because their price is minimal and kids 
love to put them on their ball bag or 
even soccer bag. They will love having 
something with their name and number 
on it, not to mention it makes finding 
their bag among all the rest of them a 
lot easier.

Arm sleeves have been buzzed about 
for a while now within the sublimation 
industry. They are in high demand with 
youth sports considering they are fully 
customized and kids use them for a 
couple different purposes. They come in 
white in both youth and adult sizes. Kids 
use them for both arm sleeves as well as 
sleeves for soccer shin pads. They can be 

W ith summer just around the corner, thoughts of green grass, warmth (for some of us) and fun 
start to enter peoples’ minds. On top of those thoughts also come those of summer sports and 
activities. Summer is one of the biggest times of the year for activities and one of the biggest times 

to make money on them. 

Summer Sports:
Right Around the Corner

Socks have become popular as kids are looking for crazy designs that show 
off their own unique style and personality while they are on the field or court.
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customized with any design or even a 
general team design with a logo on it. 
They have been increasingly popular 
throughout the year as they make their 
appearance at different venues—they 
have turned into an “I want that” type 
of product.

A staple that has been around for 
some time is the T-shirt. Sublimated 
T-shirts are always popular with sports
teams because they are lightweight and 
breathable. People have been making
game jerseys, practice shirts or even
shirts that go under pads for a while
now. The market is always there and
usually in high demand.

Sublimatable shirts compete directly 
with the screen-printing world and are 
more expensive than a cotton shirt, 
but the full-color, breathable proper-
ties of the shirt make it a solid argu-
ment against screen printing and give 
the ability to charge more considering 
the quality. 

Socks have also been an extremely 
popular item. Across the board subli-
mated socks are everywhere. You see 
them in big box sports stores as well 
as in the department stores with dif-
ferent fancy designs on them. Kids 
have taken a hold of these types of 
things and run with them. They love 
everything from crazy, goofy designs 
to those that have logos or a number 
on them. Kids feel it gives them their 
own style and personality. Anyone can 
wear normal run-of-the-mill white 
socks, but offering a sock that has any 
design on it that you can think of adds 
a whole new dimension.

Towels are another product that 
have been gaining traction that are a 
good fit for the athletic/activity world. 
Towels come in a variety of sizes and 
styles. They are used in several dif-
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ferent activities as well, so the same towel 
style can really go a long way for your 
business. We have big beach towels that 
people have sold with a team’s logo on 
them as well as our most popular golf 
towel that has a gamut and ring. These 
are used not only as golf towels but are 
also being clipped onto other sports bags, 
as well. 

The towels look nice when fully subli-
mated as they give your customers’ teams 
a different look that many people notice. 
This is one easy way to get your name out 
in your market more: a bunch of team 
towels with your company name as a team 
sponsor on the bottom of each one that 
everyone sees as the players walk past.

One last product that people don’t 
tend to think about is the neck gaiter. 
This product can be worn a few different 
ways to achieve exactly what the cus-

tomer is looking for. It can be used for 
its namesake with fisherman and things 
like that, but it also can be folded and 
worn in such a way that it lends itself 
well to a skullcap. These are great for 
kids looking to keep sweat off their faces 
while wearing a helmet or anything like 
that. It’s just a matter of thinking outside 
the box and offering a product that has 
multiple uses.

CONCLUSION
The products that we cover here are just 

a sampling of the possibilities out there. 
There are many more products that could 
be offered to the sports and activities mar-
kets, it’s just a matter of thinking outside 
the box, finding your unique product, and 
going after it. There is a lot to gain in these 
markets and you can’t miss out on your 
chance to get your share. 

If you have other ideas, call your local 
rep and discuss them if you’d like. Maybe 
they have some input that would make 
the sales process even easier. The time for 
summer activities is now, so get after it!

Kevin Lumberg is a Sublimation Sales Spe-
cialist and TJ Kvilhaug is a Large Format Sub-
limation Account Manager at Johnson Plas-
tics. Visit Johnson Plastics on the web at www.
johnsonplastics.com. For further information, 
Kevin can be reached at 800-869-7800 ext. 
5737 or by email at kevinl@johnsonplastics.
com. TJ can be reached at 800-869-7836 or 
by email at tomk@johnsonplastics.com.

Neck gaiters are an outside-the-box-type product that can be worn 
in a few different ways such as a headband or a skullcap.

Arm sleeves are popular right now as kids are using 
them both for arm sleeves as well as a shin guard 
sleeve for soccer. 
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